
AIIRUGDEOH DQG VDIH KRXVLQJ IRU ZRPHQ

PRIORITIES

1. DeYeloS a gendeU-UeVSonViYe naWional hoXVing Solic\ and VWUaWeg\ WhaW addUeVVeV Whe
facWoUV affecWing Zomen¶V hoXVing oXWcomeV and inclXdeV acWionV and meaVXUable WaUgeWV.
ThiV VhoXld inclXde a neZ naWional AboUiginal and ToUUeV SWUaiW IVlandeU hoXVing VWUaWeg\
ZiWh incUeaVed UeVoXUcing foU IndigenoXV CommXniW\ HoXVing OUganiVaWionV Wo SUoYide
cXlWXUall\ aSSUoSUiaWe hoXVing in XUban, UXUal, Uegional and UemoWe aUeaV and a neZ
inWeU-goYeUnmenWal UemoWe IndigenoXV hoXVing agUeemenW.

2. PUoYide CommonZealWh fXnding foU addiWional Vocial and affoUdable hoXVing inclXding
hoXVing configXUed and WaUgeWed Wo Zomen in each SWaWe/TeUUiWoU\, in SaUWicXlaU Zomen and
childUen fleeing domeVWic Yiolence, Vingle Zomen, Vingle oldeU Zomen, Vingle moWheUV,
IndigenoXV Zomen, Zomen ZiWh diVabiliWieV and CALD Zomen inclXding UefXgeeV and
WhoVe on bUidging oU WemSoUaU\ YiVaV. AffoUdable hoXVing VhoXld be in cloVe SUo[imiW\ Wo
e[iVWing Vocial VWUXcWXUeV/neWZoUkV and emSlo\menW oSSoUWXniW\ foU Zomen. WEL
UecommendV Whe WaUgeW be 300,000 neZ Vocial and AboUiginal and ToUUeV SWUaiW IVlandeU
hoXVing SUoSeUWieV and 200,000 affoUdable homeV oYeU Whe ne[W decade. WEL callV on Whe
FedeUal GoYeUnmenW Wo SaUWneU ZiWh VWaWe and WeUUiWoU\ goYeUnmenWV Wo deliYeU an immediaWe
booVW of 30,000 dZellingV Wo Vocial hoXVing and Wo UenoYaWe e[iVWing dZellingV WhaW haYe
fallen beloZ mainWenance VWandaUdV.

3. IncUeaVe Whe ma[imXm UaWe of CommonZealWh RenW AVViVWance b\ 50%.

4. EnVXUe adeTXaWe and VXVWainable fXnding Wo meeW demand foU homeleVVneVV VeUYiceV
Zhile enVXUing WhaW WhaW fXnding goeV Wo VeUYiceV WhaW aUe aSSUoSUiaWel\ VSecialiVed,
comSeWenW, acceVVible, cXlWXUall\ aSSUoSUiaWe and Vafe foU Whe fXll Uange of diYeUVe gUoXSV of
Zomen and childUen Zho need Whem. WEL callV on Whe FedeUal GoYeUnmenW Wo commiW Wo
incUeaVed fXnding foU homeleVVneVV VeUYiceV and Zomen¶V domeVWic Yiolence UefXgeV, and
UaSid acceVV Wo hoXVing and VXSSoUW.

OWKHU SROLFLHV DQG SURJUDPV DIIHFWLQJ ZRPHQ¶V KRXVLQJ

5. ImSlemenW a comSUehenViYe VWUaWeg\ Wo addUeVV Whe cXUUenW financial inVecXUiW\ of oldeU
Zomen. SSecial meaVXUeV Wo addUeVV hoXVing adeTXac\ aUe UeTXiUed foU Zomen cXUUenWl\
aW UeWiUemenW age Zho haYe noW had Whe oSSoUWXniW\ Wo accXmXlaWe VXSeUannXaWion dXe Wo
loZeU lifeWime eaUningV and caUing dXWieV. FedeUal goYeUnmenW iniWiaWiYe iV UeTXiUed Wo
haUmoniVe WhiV aSSUoach naWionall\, inclXding b\ UeTXiUing acceVV Wo SUioUiW\ hoXVing on Whe
baViV of age, and aSSUoSUiaWe hoXVing infoUmaWion and VXSSoUW foU oldeU SeoSle aW UiVk of
homeleVVneVV.
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6. EnVXUe WhaW naWional aged caUe Solic\ and SUogUamV alVo addUeVV hoXVing adeTXac\,
eVSeciall\ foU WhoVe SUogUamV WhaW aUe SUedicaWed on deliYeUing caUe Wo Zomen in WheiU oZn
homeV, Wo VXSSoUW Zomen Wo be healWh\, Vafe and VecXUe in WheiU oZn homeV aV Whe\ gUoZ
oldeU.

RATIONALE

AXVWUalia iV facing a hoXVing affoUdabiliW\ cUiViV, ZiWh oldeU Zomen Whe faVWeVW gUoZing gUoXS
e[SeUiencing homeleVVneVV, and Zomen and childUen eVcaSing domeVWic Yiolence Whe laUgeVW
gUoXS. The nXmbeU of Zomen aged oYeU 55 coXnWed in Whe 2016 CenVXV aV homeleVV incUeaVed
b\ 31% in jXVW fiYe \eaUV fUom 2011 Wo 2016, and Whe nXmbeUV aged beWZeen 65 and 74
incUeaVed b\ 51% in WhaW Wime. DomeVWic Yiolence iV Whe main UeaVon foU Zomen¶V hoXVing
inVWabiliW\ and homeleVVneVV, making XS 41% of SeoSle, oYeUZhelmingl\ Zomen and childUen,
UeTXeVWing aVViVWance fUom VSecialiVW homeleVVneVV agencieV, accoUding Wo Whe AXVWUalian
InVWiWXWe of HealWh and WelfaUe (2018).

Man\ Zomen e[SeUiencing Yiolence make Whe momenWoXV deciVion Wo leaYe WheiU homeV, ofWen
ZiWh childUen, foU WheiU VafeW\. In UecenW \eaUV Vome SUogUamV haYe been deYeloSed foU Zomen
Wo VWa\ aW home ZheUe iW iV SoVVible and Vafe Wo do Vo. Man\ hoZeYeU aUe Xnable Wo do Vo
becaXVe of UeaVonV inclXding UiVk, feaU, financial iVVXeV, emoWional and cXlWXUal iVVXeV and
SUoblemV ZiWh enfoUcemenW of SUoWecWion oUdeUV. Onl\ 3.2% of WheVe Zomen and childUen aUe
acceVVing Whe long-WeUm hoXVing WhaW Whe\ need, aV indicaWed b\ ETXiW\ EconomicV UeVeaUch foU
EYeU\bod\¶V Home in 2021. Lack of acceVV Wo affoUdable hoXVing iV a UeaVon Zh\ Zomen
Uemain in oU UeWXUn Wo YiolenW and dangeUoXV ViWXaWionV. Women on WemSoUaU\ YiVaV Zho
e[SeUience Yiolence and homeleVVneVV aUe ineligible foU moVW foUmV of aVViVWance and lack
aYenXeV Wo achieYe VafeW\ and VWabiliW\.

FoU oldeU Zomen, long-WeUm ineTXaliW\ caXVeV loVV of hoXVing, diVadYanWage in acceVVing
hoXVing and homeleVVneVV. OldeU Zomen¶V economic diVadYanWage and SoYeUW\ UeVXlW fUom
mXlWiSle lifeWime facWoUV, inclXding gaSV in Said ZoUk and VXSeUannXaWion and Zomen¶V gUeaWeU
UeVSonVibiliW\ foU caUing foU childUen and oWheU famil\ membeUV. In addiWion, oldeU Zomen¶V
e[SeUienceV of domeVWic and oWheU gendeUed Yiolence inclXding Whe imSacWV of WUaXma, injXU\,
diVlocaWion, financial abXVe and diVSUoSoUWionaWe loVV of ZealWh XSon VeSaUaWion caXVe
immediaWe and long-WeUm economic and oWheU diVadYanWageV WhaW UeYeUbeUaWe WhUoXghoXW
Zomen¶V lifeWimeV.

COVID-19 haV negaWiYel\ imSacWed Zomen and WheiU hoXVing VecXUiW\, SaUWicXlaUl\ foU Zomen
liYing ZiWh Yiolence and Zomen Zho haYe loVW income. Women aW SaUWicXlaU UiVk of hoXVing
inVWabiliW\ and homeleVVneVV inclXde Zomen in a Uange of ViWXaWionV Zho aUe on loZ incomeV, in
caVXal ZoUk and/oU e[SeUience oWheU diVadYanWage, VXch aV Vingle moWheUV and WheiU childUen,
Zomen ZiWh diVabiliWieV, AboUiginal and ToUUeV SWUaiW IVlandeU Zomen and cXlWXUall\ and
lingXiVWicall\ diYeUVe (CALD) Zomen.

While man\ Zomen do aSSUoach homeleVVneVV VeUYiceV, Zomen¶V homeleVVneVV iV ofWen
hidden, ZiWh man\ noW aVViVWed b\ VeUYiceV. Women alVo geneUall\ aYoid YiVibl\ VleeSing UoXgh,
and feZ aUe aVViVWed b\ SUogUamV foU UoXgh VleeSeUV. InVWead, Whe\ VWa\ WemSoUaUil\ ZiWh famil\,
fUiendV and acTXainWanceV oU in oWheU WemSoUaU\ SlaceV VXch aV hoVWelV oU hoXVe ViWWing; Uemain
aW home in a YiolenW ViWXaWion; liYe in VeYeUel\ oYeUcUoZded dZellingV; liYe in a caU oU VleeS

14



oXWVide in hidden locaWionV. AV a UeVXlW, Zomen¶V homeleVVneVV ma\ be XnUecoUded and iWV
e[WenW obVcXUed.

TheUe iV a lack of affoUdable SUiYaWe UenWal hoXVing in AXVWUalia, WogeWheU ZiWh incUeaVingl\
UedXced aYailabiliW\ of Vocial hoXVing in UecenW decadeV aV demonVWUaWed b\ AnglicaUe
AXVWUalia¶V µRenWal AffoUdabiliW\ SnaSVhoW 2021¶. TheUe haV been a conWinXing fall in Whe
SUoSoUWion of AXVWUalian hoXVeholdV Zho liYe in Vocial hoXVing, fUom oYeU 7% of all hoXVeholdV
in 1991 Wo 4.2% in 2016. BeWZeen 1991 and 2017, leWWingV b\ Vocial hoXVing SUoYideUV declined
fUom 52,000 Wo 35,000, a UedXcWion of aUoXnd one WhiUd, oU a VlXmS of 53% SUoSoUWionaWe Wo
SoSXlaWion. Social hoXVing iV WighWl\ WaUgeWed ZiWh long ZaiWing liVWV. ThiV haV led Wo Whe
emeUgence of a cohoUW of SeoSle on loZ incomeV Zho aUe in SUecaUioXV hoXVing ViWXaWionV, foU
Zhom an adYeUVe eYenW ma\ WUiggeU homeleVVneVV.

TheUe iV a need Wo enVXUe WhaW VXiWable hoXVing iV aYailable foU all Zomen and childUen in need,
and WhaW if Zomen do e[SeUience domeVWic Yiolence and/oU homeleVVneVV, WhaW VeUYiceV aUe
aSSUoSUiaWel\ VSecialiVed and UeVoXUced, comSeWenW, acceVVible, cXlWXUall\ aSSUoSUiaWe and Vafe.
In 2018 iW ZaV eVWimaWed b\ a UeSoUW foU Whe AXVWUalian HoXVing and UUban ReVeaUch InVWiWXWe
WhaW WheUe ZaV an oYeUall backlog of 433,400 Vocial hoXVing dZellingV needed, and WhaW iW ZoXld
gUoZ Wo almoVW WhUee TXaUWeUV of a million b\ 2036. Each \eaU WheUe iV an immediaWe need foU
aUoXnd 17,000 addiWional Vocial hoXVing dZellingV foU Zomen fleeing domeVWic Yiolence alone
(ETXiW\ EconomicV (2021) ReSoUW).
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