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Good morning Vice Speaker Barnes and members ofl Mina'trenta Sais Na Liheslaturan Guahan. 

Thank you for the invitation to testify at your public hearing supporting U.S. Congress House 

Resolution 279, through the introduction of Guam Resolution No. 56-36 (COR). I submit this 

written testimony wholeheartedly supporting House Resolution 279 and Guam Resolution No. 56-

36(COR). 

Resolution No. 56-36 (COR) is entitled, "Relative to expressing the utmost support of House 

Resolution 279, acknowledging that the United States Supreme Court's decisions in the Insular 

Cases and the "Territorial Incorporation Doctrine" are contrary to the text and history of the United 

States Constitution, rest on racial views and stereotypes from the era of Plessy v. Ferguson that 

have long been rejected, are contrary to our nation's most basic constitutional and democratic 

principles, and should be rejected as having no place in United States constitutional law. 

I stand by my brothers and sisters in Guam and all the other territories in support of Resolution 

279 and Guam Resolution 56-36 (COR). Now is the time to end the injustice faced by all American 

Citizens and Nationals residing in the territories through the application of the "Territorial 

Incorporation Doctrine" established by the Insular Cases, which means that territories that were 

not incorporated into the U.S., known as unincorporated territories, do not enjoy the full rights of 

the U.S. Constitution. Guam, the CNMI, Puerto Rico, American Samoa, and the U.S. Virgin 

Islands remain unincorporated territories of the U.S. today. The American citizens and nationals 

residing in Guam, the CNMI, Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, and the U.S. Virgin Islands 

- while they can serve in the U.S. military - cannot vote for the President, are not represented in

Congress by a voting member, do not have full Constitutional rights, and have federal laws 

disparately applied to them. 





insistence that these three CNMI islands were already protected in our Northern Marianas 

Constitution, the Federal government took them anyway. The Marianas Trench Marine National 

Monument prohibits any recreational or cultural activities including traditional and cultural fishing 

within the marine monument without permission. Again, these lands, territorial waters and natural 

resources were unilaterally taken from the CNMI without the consent of the government and the 

people. 

The Insular Cases and the "Territorial Incorporation Doctrine" has not only denied the American 

citizens residing in the territories full constitutional rights including voting rights, the right to be 

represented in Congress, and equal distribution of Federal benefits programs, the Insular Cases 

gave Congress and the Federal government the power to TAKE without consent and just 

compensation from the unincorporated territories. Now is the time to end the injustice and denial 

of constitutional rights and the unlawful taking of land, submerged lands, waters and resources of 

the territories especially Guam and the CNMI. 

Based on the foregoing reasons, I wholeheartedly join my brothers and sisters in Guam in support 

of House Resolution 279 and Guam Resolution 56-36 (COR). The Insular Cases and the 

"Territorial Incorporation Doctrine" must be overturned and constitutional law be restored. 

Together, let's take back our islands and determine the futures of our governments and people of 

the Marianas. 
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