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CERTIFICATE OF INTERPRETATION,

I, Edwin W Gurr of .pia in Samoa, Barristesr and
Solicitor of the Supr-m= Court of Samoa , of Her
’ b Britannic Majewsty's D:puty Commissioner's Court for
the West-rn Pacific and an Attornsay of the Court of
th~ Unit-d Stat-s Consulat=-G-n-ral for Samoa do
har by d-clar: -
a. Tnat I hav: a comp~t=nt knowl-dgr of th~ Eng-
—~lish and of ta Samoan Languag s,
2. Thet th  translztion h-r~in is a tru- transle-
~tion aznd iat-rpr tetion of the Instrumnnt of C-~ssion
in th- Samoen Langusg  attach~d hi-r-to,
3. That prior to thin <X cution and deliv'ry of
th- said Instrum nt of C ssion, thr subj-ct matt r of
it was tho-ougnly - xplain d by m to th~ R-pr-s ntat-
—iv g of tn P opl of Tutuila at s-v ral m:-tings,
and that ©..
subscrib d voluntarily znd fr ~1ly ~x-cut-d th> sam .

» p~ s atutiv s whos nam:'s &ars th r to

In witn ss wi v of I hiav- i r to plac: my hand on
this 19 tu day of April in th- y-ar 1900 A.D.

4 /
Sign~d by th- said Ee« W. GURR 7

i ’ in th~ pr-s nc- of

|

, —S o T

% ;“/(%§\7VVV-\OVV\G&cx4iﬂVW453-M¢GAHz£ i;CQkQan
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( Translation )

70 ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESINTS SHALL COME,
GREETING ! !

WHEREAS the Governments of Germany, Gresat Britain,

and of the Unitéd States of Amcrica have on divers
occasions racognized the sovercigaty of the govern-
-m-nt and prople of Samoa and th~> Samoan Group of
Islands as an ind~pend=nt Stat~ ¢ AND WHEREAS ow-
-ing to diss~nsions, int-rnal disturbanc's, and civil
war thr said Govrromrnts havs d» m-d it n-cessary to
assumy th° control of th: l-gislation and administra-
—tion of said Stat~ of Samoa: AND "HERZAS the said
Gov rnm~nts hav: on th- sixt-rnth day of F-bruary
1900 by mutuzl agr m'nt detormin-d to partition
said State: AND WHEREAS the Islands hrw inafteor
d serib:d b-ing part of th- said' Stat: havo Dby
said arrang ment amongst th~ said Gov ram nts b:rn
g-veread from the parcnt State and th Gov-ram-nts of
G+ at Britain and of Crrmany hav~ withdrswn all
rignts Nitherto acqui~rd claim~d or poss-ss:d by
bothh or rither of thrm by Tv aty or ot wis- to th
said Islands in favor of th~ Gov-wam nt of th~ Unit 4
Stat s of Am rica : AND WHEREAS fow th promotion of
th~ prac~ and w:1lfarc of thr propl of said Islands,
for the rstablisim nt of a good and sound Gov~rnm nt,
and for th~ pros rvation of the rigihts and prop vty o
th~ inhabitants of said Islands, tl Chirfs, rulrrs
and propl: a@f thercof are di:sirous of greating unto
the said Governm~nt of the Unitrd Stat s full pow: r
and

f
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2

and authority to rnact prop~ar legislation for and to
control th~ said Islands and ave further desirous of
romoving all disabilitins that may ba existing in con-
_nrction thrrewith and to ratify and to confirm th-
grant of the rule of gaid Islands herctofor grant-d
on th~ 2nd day of April 1900 NOW KNOW YE :-

1, That wr, the Chinrfs wnos: namns ave haround =
subscrib-d, by virtu- of our officn as thn h:r ditary
v pors ntativ s of thr popl of said Islands in con-
—sidr retion of th~ promis:s h-reinb-for + cit-d and
for div-ns good consid~rations us herecunto moving,
hav: CEDID, TRANSFERRED, AND YIELDED UP, unto Com-
—mand-» B, F. Tillry of U.S. " Abar~nda " th~ duly
acer dit-d v pr-s ntativ: of th~ Gov~ranm:nt of th
Unit-d Stat s of Am-rica i tho Islands hrr:inaft -
m-utior d o~ 4 scrib-d for and on b-half of th- said
Gov ram nt ALL THOSE the ISLANDS of TUTUILA and
AUNUU and all ‘other Islands, rocks, roofs, for-sho -
-r~s , and wateors lying betwo~n the thirteenth d-gr
and th fift--nth d:gr-- of south latitud: and brtw 1
th~ on nundr-d and s'g-nty first dogroe and th~ on
nundr d sixty s v nth d-gr-- of we-~st 1o§gitudﬂ from
th- M =~ diaa of Gr-r-nwich togrth-r with all sov~r ign
rights th r-unto b-longing and poss-ss'd by us TO
HOLD th- said c-d-d t~rritory unto th~ Gov-rnm nt of
tiv Unit-d Stat s of Am-rica TO ERECT th- sam> into
a s parat~ District to b~ ann~x-d to th- said Gov rn-
_m ut to b- known and d-signat~d as th' District of

" Tytuila ",

2. Th Gov- rnm nt of th: Unit~d Stat s of Am'rica
shall r sp ct and prot-ct th~ individual rights of =1l
propl- dw-lling in Tutuila to th-ir lands and oth-r
prop-rty in said District, but if thn said Govrrnm nt

shall

0016
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3
shall require any land or any othar thing for Govarn-

-ment uses, the Government may take the sam3 upon pay-
-m~nt of a fair consideration for th=s land or othar
thing to thoss who may bs deprived of th=ir proparty
on account of the desire of th» Govornm:nt.

3. The Chierfs of the towns will b» cntitled to re-
—tain their individual control of th» s>parats towns,
1f that control is in accordancs with the laws of the
Unitnd Statos of Amsrica concorning Tutuila, end if
not obstructive to the pnac~ of th» propl: and tho ad-
—vancoment of civilization of th~ prople, subjrct also
to the supsrvision and instruction of th» said Govern-
—msnt, But the onactmsnt of l~gislation and th» G-n-:-
—~ral Control shall rrmain firm with th-: Unit:d Stat~s
of Am>rica.

4, An investigation and s~ttlem:nt of all claims

to titls to land in tha diffearent divisions or distri-
—cts of Tutuila shall b» mad~ by th~ Govornm:nt,

‘5. We whoss namas are subscrib:d bilow do hnroby

dnelare with truth for ours=lv:s, our h~irs, and ro-
~pros-ntatives by Samoan Custom, that w- will obry and
ow~ allegiancn to the Gov:rnm-nt of th- Unit~d Stat~s
of Am-~rica.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF WE HAVE HEREUNTO SUBSCRIBED
OUR NAMES AND AFFIXED OUR SEALS ON THIS 17th DAY OF
APRIL 1900 A, D,

FOFO and AITULAGI

/-TUITELE % of LEONE

2 FAIIVAE % of LEONE
3 LETULI % of ILIILI
s FUEAONO  * ¢ of  AOLOAU
$ SATELE % of  VAILOA
¢ *+ OF LEONE

-.0LO of LEONE
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4
S o NAMOA x of AITULAGI
9 MALOATA # of AITULAGI
;0 TUNAITAU =% of PAVATAL
), LUALEMANA % of ASU
/v AMITUAGAI % of ITUAU
SUA and VAIFANUA

‘3 "

/i~ MAUGA  *
J)3'LEIATO =
J» FAUMUINA %
7T MASANTAT %
I+ TUPUOLA
14 SOLIAT
20 MAUGA

The foregoing Instrument of Cession was duly signnd
by LEOSO in the prescnce of and at the rrqu=st of th-
CHIEFS and repres=ntatives of the Division of Fofo and
Aitulagi and by PELE in the pres~nco of and at th- ro-
—~querst of the CHIEFS and representatives of th: Divi-
—~sion of Sua .and Vaifanua in Tutuila in conformity wi-
—th a Samoan Custom as to signatures to documsnts in
my prascncs at Pagopago on thn 17th day of April 1900
A.D., immerdiately prior to tho raising of the Unit~d
Statns Flag at the United States Naval Station, Tutu-
—ila.

R

A Barrister of ths Suprem=s Court of Samoa
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1

UA IA LATOU UMA UA MAUA LENEI TUSI; SI O MATOU ALOFA {1 !
INA O sa talia ma faatuina e Malo Tetele o Siamani ma
Pelcotania Tole, ma Amelika i aso ua mavan 1lc pulo o 1o
Malo ma le Nuu o Samoa, ua ilogaina foi o 1n Atunuu o
Samoa o 1o Malo ~ tasi 1ma : INA O tupu poa fnfinauaiga
ma fofemisaiga ma taua ua taofi Malo Tntele o tatau ina
i a latou ua avea 1la pule o tulafono ma feau a le Malo
o Samoa mo i latou lava. INA UA finagalo faatasi Malo Ta&
-ntsle ma ua vavarns~ine nei Motu ua tusia i lalo mail 1-
Atunuu. o Samoa , ua faafoisia r Malo Pclrtania Tele ma
Siamani la laua pul~ ua maua ai ona o0 frogaiga. fealofani
poo isi fragaige ma uva tuuina atu lca pule i 1le Malo o
1n Unaite Stat~ o Am~lika: INA UA faatupuina.ls fealo-
—fani.ma 1o nofol~lri o nuu o Atunuu n~i, ina ia faavae-
_ina 1n Malo 1.1~i ma 1~ malosi, ina ia taofi poa tagata
0 1nna atunuu 1a latou pule taitoatasi 1 mra esceso © i
ai, UA MANANAO ALTI, faipuln, ma tagata o 1lena atunuu,
ia foai atu i 1~ Malo o 1n Unait~ S~totn o Amplika 1o aisa
atoatoa ina ia faia n 1o Malo tulafono ma le tonu, ua pu-
10 tonu foi i Atunuu lena, ua mananao foi latou ona avo-
—ngo mna uma us faslavolavnina i 1lona pule, ua fia faamau
foi ma tosn.faiz 1~ foai atu o 1~ puls 1 Atunuu 1l~na i 1e
aso 2 o Aprrile 1800,
0O LENEI& IA SILAFIA OUTOU !
1. 0O i matou, Alii ua tusia lo matou igoa i lalo o le-
—nei tusi, ona o matou tofiga, o sui 1lna o0 nuu O Atunuu
1nna.ua faatatau ma 1lp tu-faasamoa , ona o mataupu uma
ua tusia muamua, ma nisi m2a cs37sSe 1nleoi ua faatupu ai
nni lo matou loto, matou te to atu, ma avatu, ma fosi atu
ia Command*r B, F, Tilley o. 1~ Manuao o 1n Unaite -Seteta
o Amnllka o 1= Abarnnda 1eca, 0 17 sui tonu 1lca o le Malo
0 10 Unaito .83 tats o Amelika i Atunuu noi ua tusia i lalo
mo 16 Malo o Am~1ika O MOTU UMA o TUTUILA ma::AUNUU, .ma
nlSI motu uma ma papa, ma aau, ma iliti ta1,~ma,va1 a

4
-— > "
A A Y
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8l0alo 0 100 i 1o va 0 13 tikeri ma 1r 15 tikeri o la-
—titudes saute, i le va foi o 171 tike~ri ma 167 tikeri
o wnst 1ong1tudo e tutusa ma 1e Mzridian o Grannwich,
ua atoa f01 ma puln mamalu o 100 n=i ia t~ matou, Ia
taofia nuu,leng va foai atu ai n~i o le Malo o 1n U~
-naite S2tete o Amnlika ¢ fai ma nuu ua so0soo ai ma

1~ Malo o Am:lika ua ilogaina o 1~ nuu o Tutuila.

2. 0 1e Malo o le Unait~ Sntetr o Am~:lika, latou
t faamamalu ma tausi 1« pulw taitoatasi o tagata uma
o loo nonof6 h2i.i Tutuila i o latou fanua ma nisi mua
a n manao le Malo sc fasi cleelns poo isi m-a ina ia
fazsogaina 1lea fanua poo 1lna m:a mo 1o galu-ga 0 1~
Malo » mafai 1r Malo ona av: mo lutou fasi fanua poo
isi m:a ua manao al 1o Malo p-~ a totogi atu 1 Malo
tup: ~ tusa ma 1ln fanua poo isi m+a i a latou ua 1»
{loa i 1~ fanua Poo isi mra ona o 1n manao o 1n Malo-
3. Us mafai alii o aal ~s~nse ona taofi pra la le-
-tou puln.taitoatasi i-aal taitesi, p» & tetsu lra pu-
-1~ ma tulafono o 1n Unaite Swtote o Am:lika, p. a 1o
faalav:laveina le nofolelei o nuu, ma 1 fil'mu o taga
-ta ma 1» polomia i 1~ faamalamalamaina O nuu, a »
tausi pra ma featonu. atu paa 1n Malo i o latou. A o 1n
foigs © tulafono ma 1o pule aocao ~ tumsu pra lra 1 1o
Malo o 1~ Unaite Sctete o Ameolika,

4, O 1» a faia o 1n Malo i aso & sau n-:i su-ga o
fanua ma faaiuina fol pule o fanua ~swns- 1 Itumalo
M8TNN 8 .

5. O i matou alii Samoa ua tusia lo matou igoa i-
~lalo, matou 't~ tautino atu ma 1 fasmaoni o i matou,
me matou sui ma suli o tusa ma 1le tu o masani ai Samoa
s motou t- usiusitai ma gaual atu i 1= Malo o 1~ Unait
-~ Setetr o Amnlika

UA MOLIMAUINA nsi, matou te tusi lo matou igoa ma faa-
-pipil 1o matou faailoga i 1le aso 17 o le masina o Ap=m
-ila i le tausaga 1900

R
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3

(- UNITED STATES MAVAL STATION, TUTUILA.

District court of Tutulla,
No. 5,
Held at Tau, in Manua
T HEREDBY CERTIFY that on this 16th day of July,

in the year 1904, before me, Ddwin W. Gurr, Judge of the
District court of Tutuila, personglly apvearod Tulmanuva,
the Covernor of Manua, Tufels, County cldef of Fitiuta,
Miga, cowity ohief of Ofu, Tulolosega, gounty chief of
0losega, Asoau, cownty chief of Faleasao, and Logoat,
District Clerk of Manua, personglly known to me to be the
fuimanua, high chiefs, and representatives of the reople
of the Islands of Manua, who, each for himgelf, acknow-
ledged that he exscuted the attachsd Instruaent of Cossion,
and affixed his sesl thereto, fresly and volwatarily, for
the uases and purposss therein mentioned.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I have caused tho seal of the

gourt 1o be affixed this 16th day of July in the

year 1904,

—

District Judge of Tutudila.

e
b 3
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®0 ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESINTS CHALL COUE,
GREETING:~

WEEREAS, the Islands of the Semoan
Group lying eest of longitude 171 west of Green-
wieh were, on the 16th dey of February, 1900,
by arrengcnent between the Governrcnts of Germany,
Great Britein,and the United Stetes of Americs,
plzeced under the protection of the Government of
the United states of Americe;

AND WHEREAS, ot the 17 Aoy of
April, in the yesr 1900, thc Islands of Tutulla
and Aunuu, being portion of sald Islands of tue

’ Seroan Crour lying cast of longitude 171 west of
Grecnwich, were, by the chiefs end rulers of
putuils nd Aunuu, ceded to and placed under the
govereignty and protectlon of the United stetes
of America, and the zovermment of 3zld 1slands
was theresuvon assumed by said United states;

AND WHERTEA S, in abninistering seid
government, the Islands hereinafter described,
known as the Memue Isliands, being ta¢ rencinder
of sazid Islands of the Samoen Growp lying cast of
longitude 171 west of Greenwich, héve been under
the protection of the United States of America,
and controlled snd governed in conjunction with
the Isiznds of Tutulla and Aurmu;

AND WHEREAS, at the request of Tul-
manua, the King of Hamie, @nd his cnlefs, the

United States ¥lag wes, on the 5th day of June,

0025
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(2)

1900, ralsed on the Island of Tau, of the Manua
Grouy, for the purpose of granting protection
to the peorle of the Manua Islands;

AND WHERZEAMAS, Tulname end hig echiefsg,
peing nontent and satisfied with the justice, fair-
ness, and wisdom of the govormment as hltherto ad-
ministered by the several fotmandants of the
United 3tates Yaval statlon, Tutuila, anl thce
officialg eppointed to act with the Ccomnandant,
sre deslrous of plzecing the Islands of Manua hereln-
after deseribed under the full and complete gover-
eignty of the United States of America to cnable
gsgid Islands, with Tutuila and Aunuu, to become a
part of the territory of sald Unitead states;

NOVW X¥YOo0W YE (1) That we, Dleasare
muimamea and the chiefs whose names are herecunder
subserived, in consideration of the premisos
nereinbefore recited, have cedea, end, by THESE
PRESENTS DO CELE, unto the Goveriniciit of the
United States of America, ALL THOSE, THE ISLANDS
OF THE MANUA GROUP, being the whole of castern
portion of the Samoan Islands lying east of
longltude 171 west of CGreenvich eand known as
mAU, OLOSECA, CFU, ¢nd ROSE ISLAND, end ell otner,
the waters end property edjscent thercto, to-
gether with cll sovereipn riphts thercunto be-
longing and possessed by us.

P 0 HOL D the said ceded territory unto
the Goverament of the Unlted states of Ameriog;

to ereat the same into & territory or dlstriet
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(%)

of the sald Government.
(2) It 1s intended and
clalmed by THESE PRESENTS that there shall be
no diserimination in the suffrzges and political
vrivilezes between the present residents of saild
Islands end citizens of the Unit Stete
alre e -7

therein, at
Lo el

L .

C‘Lv{l"‘--_/ o PV

Done at the mlace of Faleula in Tau, in

triolicete, in bvot 8 glish

lanpuages, on this of , 1g/§£;éz
the year 1903, A,D.

= P 4

gt 1 ,

“7 7
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0 LOC IA PE I LATOU UXA UA MAUA LENEI TEACAIGA,
SI 0 MATOU ALOFA ATU !

INA UA osl feagaiga 1 le aso 16 o Fepuall i
le teusaga 1900, o Malo TETILE o siamani, ma Peretania
Tele, ma le Unelte Setete o Amelika ona o le vavaeese~
ina le veega o Motu o Samoa o loo 1 le Itu 1 Sasae o
logitu 171 i sisifo o le meritiana o Lonetoha, ma tuu-
ina atu le Pule 1 ol le Malo o le Unsite Setete o Amelikas;

INA UA oo fol, 1 1le as0o 17 o Aperile 1 le tau-
saga 1900, o Yotu o Tutulla ms Auwnuu, o le tasi vaega lea
o Motu o Semoa i le itu 1 sasse o logitu 171 1 sisifo o le
meritisna o Lonetona, sa to atu ma tuuina atu 1 lelo o le
pule ma le faamamalu o le Ungite Setete, o le malo fol o
rotu na uz pule 1 ei i lea lava &so 1l¢ Nalo o le Unaite
Setete;

I A UA oo fol, ina pule 1 al lena Malo, o Motu
fol ua tusia 1 lalo, ua iloaina o Motu o Mama, o le
vaega lemua totoe o Motu o Samoa o loo 1 le itu 1 sasae
o logitu 171 i sisifo o le meritiana o Lonetona, o loo 1
lalo foil o le fasmmuslu o le Uneite setete, ua pule 1 ai
faatasli ma le pule 1 lotu o Tutuila ma Aunuu;

INA UA oo foi, ona o le fesill o Lena Afioga a

Tuimanua, le Tupu o Mamu's, ma ona ¥setul, ine sisi le
TUA o le Unelte setete 1 le aso 5 o Iuni 1 le tausagn
1900, 1 le Motu o Tau, ine ia faememalu ina o Hotu o
Memi's; .
INA UA oo fol, 0 Tuimenmia atoa ma ona alii, ua
fiafia ma lotomslie letou 1 le fazmasinoga tomu, ma le
amiotonu, ma lo poto o le faigamalo ua pule 1 al Kovana
gili o le Kolome o Tutuila ma Mami'a ma alii tofia ua
galulue faatasi ma le Kovana sili, O LEA, ua manao 1

1gtou e tuuine stu ¥otu o Manu'a 1 lalo ¢ le pule aoao
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(2)
ma le pule atoatoa o le Uneite Setete o Amelika ina ia
taua o Motu na faatasi ma Tutuila ma Aunuu e avea ma le
vaega nuu o0 le muu ma le Malo o le Unaite setete;

0 LENET, IA SILAFIA E OUTOU:- (1) O 1 matou, o
Eleasara Tuimanua, ma ona faatul ma alii ue tusia o latou
suafa 1 lalo i lenei tusil, onz o matsupu uma ua faasino-
ina me tusia muamua nei, matou te to atu, uam matou foai
atu 1 lenel lava Fegrsaipga, 1 le Malo o le Unzite geteto,
o Motu ume o le Atunuu o Manu's, o le totoe lea o 1le
vaeza o0 Samoa 1 le itu 1 sasee o logitu 171 1 sisifo
o le meritiana o Lonetona, ua lasuiloaina o Tau ma Oloamepe,
ma 0fu, ma le nuu o Manu, ma le saml ma val ma isi mes
latou te tumol, faatesl ma le pule atoatoa o loo nei is
te 1 matou IA TAOTIA nei le Atunuu lena, ua foal atu el
nel, e le ¥alo o le Unezite Setete o Amellka ¢ avea ma nuu
poo faigamalo o le Malo o Amelika;

(2) Ua faapesa le uiga ma
le teofi i lenei feagaiga, ua le vavaeese le pule ma mca
a le Malo ¢ taten 1 ai 1 le va o tegata wa mau nei i Motu
ne ma tagata Amelika ua nofo fol i Motu na, (o le uilga o
lenei matsupu e feepesa: Ua tuss tagata o le nuu 1 tagate
papalepsi mel Amelilke ua msu 1

1 iles &), 1lema lea
4 <

A A A
u.
T A /& A&

Ze
UA PAIA{leFALEULA 1 TAU faatolu
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(3)

1 le gagana Semoa ma le gagens Peretania fol 1 le aso /44

<0 Ii le tausegga 190“!';, T, A

Ktl-/él— D biaitn [-C
(7t -
2 °
do& o Fibloaa o
Jabmitceas Heriako —,
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Exhibit 4
to Brief of the Samoan Federation of

America, Inc. as Amicus Curiae in Support
of Plaintiffs:

Reuel S. Moore and Joseph F. Farrington,
The American Samoan Commission’s Visit
to Samoa (G.P.O. 1931)

Samoan Federation of America, Inc.’s
Amicus Brief Appendix of Exhibits,
Fitisemanu v. U.S., No. 1:18-cv-00036-CW
(D. Utah, Apr. 24, 2018), Dkt. No. 55-2

See Supplemental Appendix
for Plaintiffs-Appellees,
Aplee. Supp. App.1-26
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Exhibit 5
to Brief of the Samoan Federation of

America, Inc. as Amicus Curiae in Support
of Plaintiffs:

American Samoa: Hearings Before the
Comm’n Appointed by the President of the
United States (G.P.O. 1931)

Samoan Federation of America, Inc.’s
Amicus Brief Appendix of Exhibits,
Fitisemanu v. U.S., No. 1:18-cv-00036-CW
(D. Utah, Apr. 24, 2018), Dkt. No. 55-2

See Supplemental Appendix
for Plaintiffs-Appellees,
Aplee. Supp. App. 27 - 68
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KOADAY, JUUR 2, 1947
Nougse of Reprosantatives,
Subgomaittes on Torritorial and
Insular Possenmions of the
Oommittee on Fublio Iands
Washingten, D, O,
$ue mubocamitise met at 10100 o'0look &.m., in the coum-
uittee room of the Committes on Public lands, Kon. Fred Oravfepd —
(chaivisan of the suboomalttee), presiding, -
e, Orawford (ohajirman of the subocmmittee) We have met
for the further consideration of H.J. 70 and certain other bills
having to do vwith the ohange in the Organio Ast, exatending
oortain privilegin to the people of Guem and Bauwiaca, o
Phis morning ve have wvith us Mr. Xsrold Yokes, who for
»iny, EALY yeara was our valuable Seoretary of the Interior
and he is appearing here in the interests of scms of thase bills,
Wo will bs very glad to hoar from you, MNr. Iokes,
FRAYARNR OF HAROLD L, XOKRA, )
FOSMERLY SICARTARY OP THE IWTERIOR,
VASXI®GTON, D. C.
Mr. Ickes., This ocwittee 4s, I hope, about ¢o reacanend
that wve do Justioce to thy people of Cuom and Aworigan Suwoe, &
Justice that has boen too leng deleyed.
Wo %ook Guaa from Spain In 1896, By the treaty of Paris
vo obligated oursslves to osteblish, by Act of Oongress, "tho

| { A ] Rl IR " 2 S - a f . . . 0146
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eivil rights and politioal otatus” of the poople of (uam., With
worsl of great promize, Prosident MeKinley launched the Naval '
government of tho Island. Phet govermment, Fresident ieKinley
proolainsd, would "invure that full measure of individesl
rights and 1iberties whioh 1s the herituge of froo peoples’s

1t would prove to the Guamanians that "the missica of the Walted
Statss 18 one of bsnevolent mseimilation, subagltuting the mild
swy of justice and right for arditrary ruln,"

This was our promise, but wbei has Heen our porforminse ¥
¥ithin one year of the dato of this pious uttsrance by FPresi-
dent HaKinlsy, tho Maval goverament hed abolishwd all eof the
very ocusiderable howe rulo vhich Guam had enjoysd under Syain.

By the year 1902, the Guswanians wers petitioning for
those "oivil righte" and that Congrsssiomslly defined “politiocal
status” vhich the Troaty of Paris had promived then, They are
petiticaing otill, aftor noarly half a oentury, &lthough the
¥avy has never pormitted itself to know sbout it and Seoretary
Forrestal's most resent expedition hesded by Dr. Rxtost H.
Ropkins, undoubtedly efter tho most diligent end oxtenvive
goaroch, was not able to find a single (uaxanien wvho vanted
oivil rule., In faot, wo aro asked to believe by the Hopiine
roport that the ever-prassnt fear of the CGuamanians was that
the ¥avy should no longer be in the position of a bensvolend
doapot, and loaet_m:ac not too benavolent at that.

A yoar or tvo before the war thase peopls, out of their

1 .' JEOETE TR B B SRR R L A o ! 0147
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owm mesgor remsouroes, sont twoe representatives to Washingtom

to bog owr “demooretic” govermuent to 1ift thy dietatorisl band
of the Amsriocsn Mavy from off of Guam and to place its Juris-
dleticn vithin the Departasnt of the Interior,

Ard yet, Seorotary Forrestel's coamittes of tiuee,
roported: "Nowhere did your sommittee find any expraasicn of
desire $0 be removed from under the auspices of the Revy . . "
A good word, that "auspicos.”

I wonder if the committee oculd hear the thunds» roll vhen
the tropical storms omumme |

Iot ue talke & lcok at 3amoan hiotory. The Samoans ocrms
voluntarily under United 3tates sovereignty in 1899, on the
basis of an exprsss understanding that they would be given
oivil situs and a rule of lav, Prom 1899 up to and inolwding
today, Bamoan 1life¢ has beon lived under Haval absolutism., Put
the Samoens are & less patient folk than the Guamenians, and -
in the early 1920'3 their patitioning for their denied rights
beoiues an uproar, elthough without physioal violence. ‘fhere-
upon, their lesaders wore seiszed by the Maval goverwient and

N

ohargsd with "eonspiraoy.”

Thay wre thrown into Jail and kspt there for & nuabor of
yoars, But news of the outrage redohed VWashington, 20 that in
1930, Presidant NHoover, parsuvant to a resolution of the
Congrosn, aypoj.lntod & Joint Comumisnsion t0 study the BZamoon
pituation., The cozmlssion vas hesdad by Seastor EHiram Binghoam

N L ., 1w R g - g 0148
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of Goancetici® axnd 1t want o Zuws to do 1tlmkonmm

e Cramiosien witaimously conoluded that ¢the Suuscens ought
to be glven Amsrican oitimenship, o bill of rights and an
orgenie eot. It anucunsed 118 fimdings to the asssubled
Basmoons, cawe hemo, and yrosssd for the promised legisia‘don.
e Scnate posssd an sppropriste bAll and the Havy, besled, I
regret to say by the State Depsrimsnt, swioseded in having §t
xilled in the Nouwe,

Tarough ell of the suosveding yoors we have been in
dofault of our premices to the peoples of Guum and Amerisan
Hamoa ,

heotly a yoar 8go thins wook, I stated thoce and other
faets in & spoech bafore the Institute of Bthato Affairs and
the Institute of Paocific Relations horo in Washingtea.

Ths Becretary of the Navy lost no time in oharging we
vith "irrespesaible” oriticiem in & long ccescunioation to the
low York 7IHES over his own signstwre, & commanication that
rofuted no single feoat, '

Vhen Seorotary Worvesatel's oharge of irresponsible oriti~ - 3
olsna proved t0 be the dud that 5t was, Bo haotily arrangesd a
dress paxade tour of tho Pacific Xelands for a carefully
seleoted growp of meVIpapsr correspoidonts who wre glven ths
hospitality for vhioch the Mavy is famous.

Howavor, the hoped for white wash by the corvespondents
falled to matorlelize. %¥he Muvy's guedts wrote etories pretiy

Xy g i | moF P Sy e < * : 0149
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71er Coxmuu DWN!
8d Session } SENATE No. 249

AMERICAN SAMOAN COMMISSION

MESSAGE

FROM THE

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

TRANSMITTING

THE REPORT OF THE AMERICAN SAMOAN COM-
MISSION APPUOINTED PURSUANT T0 PUBLIC
RESOLUTION NO. 89, SEVENTIETH CON-
GRESS, AND PUBLIC RESOLUTION
NO. 8, SEVENTY-FIRST
CONGRESS

JANUARY b (calendar day, JANUARY 9), 1981.—Read; referred to the
Commniittee on Territories and Insular Affairs
and ordered to be printed

UNITED STATES
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFIOR
WASHINGTON ¢ 1981
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

UN1TED STATES SENATE,
Washington, D, 0., January 6, 1931,
To the PreswenTt:

Hrram Binoman, Ohairman.
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THE AMERICAN SAMOAN COMMISSION REPORT

[PurLio ResoLuTioN—No. 88—T707x ‘CoNaxzee)
(8. J. Res, 110]

JOINT Rﬁ:“.OLU'I‘-mN To provide for nccopunk ratifyin Iand confirming the: cessions
of cel'-tafn fslands of the Samoan group to the \‘Jnl_ted Btﬁ'ten, and for otbzr purpaess .

Whereas certaln chlefs of the lslands of lémtulla and Manug and certal;)o'th&
islands of the Samoun group lying between the thirteenth and Afteenth dégrees
of latitude south of the Equator and between the

rights :of
cessions !
necessary -or proper,
may
Approved, February 20, 1029,
8 D—71-3—vor 14——38 3
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2 THE AMERICAN SAMOAN COMMIBSSION REPORT

and in pursuance of Public Resolution No. 3 of the 71st Congress,
approved May 22, 1929, as follows:

[PuBLio REsorLuTiION—NoO, 3—718T CONGRESS]

[8. J. Res. 36]
JOINT ameénd Pu Numbered 89, Seventieth Congress,
"February ed “Joint resolution to provide for
confirming certain ielands of the Samoan group

and for-other

of eastern Samog, who.sghall, as soon us reasonably practicable, recommend to
Congress'such legislafion concerning the islands of eastern Samoa as they shall
deem necessary or proper.,”

j ﬂAppib"v’éd. ‘May 22, 1029,

0155



AppelIatgac,saes%:::légdg(()c_)[o/()%f)%\é\(;m[e)gguﬂsgtlﬁifmgged %4a/t2e4(:1|%d:P 8{9/?[%/36% 19]5->age: 96

‘2N AMERIOAN: SAMOAY : COMMISSION: REFORT

‘head. - His.
as he

0156



AppelIatg%,saes%::%dg((_ﬁ(}ogfif)%\(lz\(;m[e)%%:ucg%%aifmgged ?)4a/t2e4(:1|Ped:P &9/?[%/3%% 19]5->age: 97

4 TER AMBRICAN BAMOAN COMMISRION EEPOBY

0157



AppelIatgac,saes%::légdg(()c_)[o/()%f)%\é\(;m[e)gguﬂsgtlgifmgged %4a/t2e4(:1|%d:P 8‘9/?[%/3%% 19]5->age: 98

THE AMERICAN: BAMOAN . COMMISSION  RRPORY 5

0158



AppelIatce:%?gsé::lfd(?)(@(?toiosef)%\%m%ﬂ%uﬂgqtlg’g&agged %4a/t2e4(:1|Fed:P 859/?[3‘/%8% 19]L;"age: 99

6 THY ' AMBRIOAN SBAMOAN'‘COMMISSION : REPORE

three Samoan cominissioners asked the chairman on‘their héhalf ‘to
proceed to an early completion of the report, requesting that they be
consulted by radio in any important deviation from this basis. This
has been done, ' : '

..'The greliminary ‘portion of th

of the five islands of American
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Seetlons
2728,

Section 31,
deemed :to have been rea

Seotion B4,

feeotion 34,

Sectiom 39.

Section 388,

Section 84.

Section 8\1’
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e President the pro- Section 3&
as acting governor

Section 41,

er the upper court on

Section 44.

e of discord. S
cases in the court ‘of Section 48.
.allowed to the United
District. o
appeals to be heard in Samoa to avoid
pense to the parties litigant. It is bel _
recommendation will be. not only -stimulating. to the
administration of the ‘law in the courts of American
Samoa-but.also, as a tangible evidence to the people of
American Samoa of their new status, be':’-help‘gd*to the
general administration of that C
That the Federal Government the salaries Sectton 50
e chief jus-
in the case
laries suggésted may
stant from the main-
be filled by the best
ther interests will be

in the future is to be a successful one.

maintenance to the end that res
snd the idea.of local government
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12 THE AMBRIOAN SBAMOAN COMMISSION REPORT
Bections 48,
fection 49,
. an
Section 51, tions of American Samoa

Government and that
the Public Health Service be extended to Amerlcan
Samoa.
Section 52.

not the growth, production, or manufacture of American
Samoa.

Section 63, That naturalization matters be’ tnable in the courts of
American Samoa under the naturalization laws of the
United States, but that those laws be amended so as not
to deny their benefits to persons of Polynesian blood
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THR AMERICAN SAMOAN  COMMISSION REPORY 13

solely on' the ground -of their: ancestry. - The record:as
American citizens now for over:80 years which has heen
are of the same race as

cation for this recoms-

the matured conclusions

"tamoa. be relieved of ‘all Section 5.

vernment of the United
nue and income tax laws

relatives and: kindred of the i
and probably always
een the two divisions

only by the accident
technicalities evolved

Section B,

States, except as otherwise Section&.
mende&, shall be extended
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14 Y AMRRIOAN BAMOAN ‘' OOMMISSION REPORT

Hiram Binamam.
Jor T. RoBIiNson.
Caeeorr, L. Bmor,
GUuINN WiILLIAMS,
Mavea.

Magara,
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EXHIBIT 9
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Provide a Government for American Samoa

HEARING

BEFUBE 1THE

COMMITTEE ON INSULAR AFFAIRS
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SEVENTY-SECOND CONGRESS
FIRST SESSION

ON

H. R. 9698

A BILL TO PROVIDE A GOVERNMENT FOR
AMERICAN SAMOA

MAY 20 AND 22, 1932

&

UNITED STATES
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICB
o 162676 WASHINGTON : 1933
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COMMITTERS ON INSULAR AFFAIRS
BUTLER B. HARE, South Carolins, Ohalrmen

QUINN WILLIAMS, Texas. HAROLD KNUTSON, Mianesota,

JOP L. SMITH, West Virginia. CARROLL L. BEEDY, Malae.

JOBN McDUFFIE, Alabama. CHARLES L. UNDERHILL, Massachusetts.
RALPH F. LOZIER, Missourl. LLOYD THURSTON, Iowa,

BOLIVAR B. KEMP, Loulstana, THOMAS A. JENZXINS, Obhlo.

WILDURN CARTWRIGHT, Oklahoma. FREDBERICK W, MAGRADY, Pennsylvania,
0. H. CRO8S, Texas, JOSEPH L. HOOPER, Michigan,

ROBERT 8. HALL, Miasissippl, RICHARD J. WELCH, California,

RALPH QILBERT, Kentucky. GEORQGE F. BRUMM, Pengeylvania.

JOHN E. MILLER, Arkansas,
WILLIAM H. LARRABEP, Indiana,

B L. PESQUE Puerto Rico,
108 Wit P, WBIAI'I, Olerk
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Apr?glatec 8%1%&:%%_—91\6?903%00ument:

PROVIDE A GOVERNMENT FOR AMERICAN SAMOX

FRIDAY, MAY 20, 1632

House oF REPRESENTATIVES,
CoMMITTEE ON INSULAR AFFAIRS
Washington, b.c.

et
H
mi

me will be placed in the hearings

[(H. BR. 9698, Seventy-second Cobgress, first session]
A BILL To provide a government for American Samoa
Be it enacied by the Senate and House of Representatlives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled,
CHAPTER I—GENERAL PROVISIONS '

DEFINITIONS

SeorioN 1
act without
on the 16th

The statu

the * Codificatlon” and “ Customs Regulations” are hereby repealed.
Spo. 2. That the islands acquired by the United States of America under the
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PROVIDE A GOVERNMENT FOR AMERICAN SAMOA

SATURDAY, MAY 21, 1932

House oFr REPRESENTATIVES,
CoMMITTEE ON INSULAR AFFAIRS,
Washington, D, 0.
The committes met at 10 o’clock a, m.,, Hon. Butler B. Hare

(chairman) presiditclf. . L . .
The CHamrmaN, Gentlemen, wo will continiie this morning con-

sideration of S. 417 and H. R, 9698.

We have with us Senator Bingham, who was chairman of the
commission that went to the Samoan Islands in 1930. The com-
mittee would be very glad to hear from the Senator at this time,

STATEMENT OF HON. HIRAM BINGHAM, A SENATOR FROM THE
STATE OF CONNECTICUT, AND OHAIRMAN AMERICAN SAMOAN

COMMISSION

Senator Binamas. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I have appeared
before your committee once heretofore, after we came back from

Samoa.

ilies in Western Samoa.

Zealand.

25

- 3 0172
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26 PROVIDE A GOVERNMENT FOR AMERICAN SAMOA |

trying to come under the United
tten me about it and I have told
more territory, nor annex-

t it belonged to the League

les had been mandated to

once declined to accept a

think they tried to give

ould know more about it
than I would.
Senator Bineuay. There is ve
of that kind. I think it is fair

tion which sent the commis-
sitnation. The commission

er; I do not mean the present
a situation- which contains a

officer

r, but

had a

there

t was
n law,
£ hing

know, the Polynesian people are
ieve they are very largely Cauca-
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PROVIDE A GOVERNMENT FOR AMERICAN BAMOA 27

Samoa for a long time, and I
1 the committeo would like me

to 'Fo.
he Crramdran, Would you, in
mittee what would be the differ

ent or any civilian to act as

t, but it would be entirely
to continue the Navy as a

But Pa
it would
boats.
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28 PROVIDE A GOVERNMENT FOk AMERIOCAN SAMOA

4

It is somewhat like the patriarcha

less familiar,
The CuAmMmaN. There is no radical change to be made in that

umber of mixed bloods is increas-

have so much Tonga
is a native Samoan,

ere quite a number of families
en disinherited because of their

would be to let the Samoan Fono
ine the standard of citizenship$
is the provision as we wrote it in

the bill,
The Cmamman. Rather than to have that fixed by an act of

Congress.
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PROVIDE A GOVERNMENT FOR AMERICAN SAMOA 29

Senator Bingmay. For Samoa

nd. That would be a matter loft
matter to be determined by the

1 bg the governor and the
subject to change by the

the idea that their lands were

but rathe
of a fami
the cases
+ 8 white man and he became a m
dren or his oldest child would
tle to th
It wou

he governor has a veto
t to pass an act over his
by the President, other-

Senator BinouaAM. There is an
governor’s veto. Of course, as
ernor there the chances are that
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30 . PROVIDE A GOVERNMENT FOR AMERICAN SAMOA

and there were a few mixed, of
Senator BiNonas. Outside o were very few,
Mr. Beepy. There were two an ex-naval officer
entertained at their
ry fine people and every-
mething in the hearings,
white people. I recollect

Mr. Wiuiams, The gentleman here says 108. You were rights
I did not think there were that m

Mr. Beeoy. The bill recognizes
that of “American citizen ” and

Mr. Beepy. Now, the divergence of testimony as to the right of
the half-bloods to inherit under the old Polynesian custom from
the mother so that they would become entitled to an allotment or
use of a portion of the family lands, by the head of the family, was
quite marked. I can not say definitely at this time, because of the
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PROVIDE A GOVEBRNMENT FOR AMERIOAN SAMOA 31

Mr. WirLianms. That is correct.
Senator BinouaM. And that ¢
re
hi

re
themselves. They realized that ¢
therefore when we drafted this ¢
to the legislature, it was provided

member of the fono.
chiefs. They are not

to be radical in their
ms. The old men have
younger men; the younger men
r men, It is our belief that the
n means of giving the people a

152670—33—3
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32 PROVIDE A QOVERNMENT FOR AMERICAN SANMOA

"~ Mr. Lozier. What is the status of the Senate bill, has it passed

the Senate at this session?
d. It-is t_he second time that it

now have I assume they have
ut the Navy. They have had
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