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AIIIFJBICAI{ gAMOA

I. INTNODUCTION

0l{l0RArrtI

Tlro $nnronn nrchhrelngo in locntod boCwoon l8og0' nnd 14089' south
lnt,it.rrrlo nnd oxtonrls for li00 milos from 108010' to l?2o4ll' wsgt longi.
irrrlo. 'l'lro totnl lntttl orou of tlro islond Sroup is ot'or tr2fi) sqpurt
nriltrs. tho qroolor un$ of I'hiolr tttrtkos up-Uptilu (480 squuro miloe)
nrrrt [lrrvni]i tfOO inurrc trrilor). tlrs prtnoipol islontlr irf l,ho Nori
Zoilrrrrd-uhnliristnrnil 'l'rust,'lbirritory bf lVrfutorn Stlntot, Sovgnty'
govon milos to tl$ omt of Upolu llos Tttult$ tlts lnrgort iglnnd (68
sounro rnll$s) of tho i$lnrrds t}nt mnko up Anr6ricnn Siinoo. Tlto un.
hicornomtod torritoriol Dossosgiotr of Amoricnn Snmoo consirts of
mvon'islnnds:'l'utuiln, rvlunu tlro copilnl nntl lrorbor of ltngo l'ogo
nrs lor:ntorl. Aunutu (l munro nrilo). tho ll'lnnrrto Orottp, wfrich in.
clualos Tntri (1? g{uui'o rrillor). Oloirogn (9 squnru nrllolr), rurd Ofu
(tl snrrnm milos).'nrrd tho cbinl otolln.'S$tins (1 aodure nrllo) I
rintl rinlnlrnbitod'Ikm. Tholr totnl lnnd'nron of ?0'sqrrdnq mift.n is-
tili.$iill'litriitl,tffiiX1l;rtitttrtrv 

lnrgor thon tlro 00 rquoro mllos

.Anroricnn Sornrn in eontrnll.y locttotl withln tlro $Polynosinn tri-
nwlo" fonrrcd by llnrynii, Noiv Zcrlnnd, nld l,)uclor Islnnd. It is
9,:ft1 rnilts rrortt,liwonl, of llnnniir l,(10{) milon ttorllrcnxt of Norv Zon.
lnnrl. nnd 4.9(ru rrrilos snthnoet of tlro eotttlttcntnl llnltod fltotog.
l'onrirornllv.'thom rlirlnrur,s hnvo lnott gmrllv rorlttctrl by l,ho tnttts
of lrrrn Aiiioricrrn lVorlrl Airrvnys froin ltoholulu, rvhi[h irrcludos
g(hodlrlod ntopr nt,'futulln, Ilfnlrirrn llnom cnll ragulnrily obout 0v0ly
I mokg. '

llxcorrt for llono ntrd $n'nittn ntolln tho Anoricntt Snmonn lglnnds
nro of hoolodenll.y meotrt, r'olennio oirigin. Ilforrtrtnlns rino clrnrply
fr,on nilrroni'eonstnl tllnlnr to lreiflrtn-bf 2,141 foat on 'futuiln nnd
B0ttll foot, on l'n\r. Wlrilo ceanicrill.v ntrlkingr tho mountnln rnngor
lhnt tlomlnnto tlro lruulncnpo llrrrit nrirblo lnnrl to nbont' 20 lxrrcottt of
llro totrrl lnnd rttr,n, llntironn roilu nm lnrgoly bnrrnhio blrry n'ith
fortilo nlluvlnl rloposltn in tfto nnrrorv vnlloyri nritl nurtl.y lonm-constg,

'Ilro clhnnto in iroplenl n,itlr nrr ntrttunl t-otnpornturo'rnngitrg fi'om
?0o to 00o lfnrcnlrnit.orrrl lrigh.hrtrnldlty nvornging obout Q0 porcont
lhrlnfnll ln nbrrntlnnt buc vnrlnblo from yonr to yonr ond avernlol
900 lnelros onntrnllv. Tho rnot nrrnffon is hotn'oon Novornbor nntl Mnnch
with n lous rvst sriirgon fmm Anril to October. Ilurriennas nro not
unknorvn nnrl hnvo mmotlnron innrltgrl in dnlrngo !0v0no onorqh to
rqulro nitl frorn tlro Arnorlcnrr Bod Crou nnd tlis Oovornmont.'

I
r Oetr8rnDhlenllt, lot ln Ennrorn $tnD but lo llolclrur hlnndr.
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'lllD I'SOt|l,U: l{)BI[rtTlON AND CItLTItnE

I

Ths populntlon of lrtrorienn gtmoe is 20'000 2 of rvhom obout 1,600
nro rxut-Snrtrolnr nnd lt00 non-Sonlonlrs. In 1880 tlrs populotion wos
estiir&ted nt nlnut, 10,000. , Dopollulntiott tttntked tlrd ronoinder of
ths l0tlr cout,ttt'y us o'rcsult of ndrv disunses, worfom, ond ftreorms.
.Birlh eontrol rins prncticod throudr'nbortiotrg indrrcod b.y tttugilge' 
nnd'kneodinn nnd i[ wns bslievedtli-abtwaa. if chowed irr lni'90 enouglr

' nunntitios. cituld nct ns urr nbortifnciont. In 1881 Chs nopulntion wusi o'stimntorlht ?.000: tnd in 1000 it had droppcrl furthrir. to 6,0?0.

' Ihrrlsr tlre riubllc honlth pnrlarm of the-U.$. ndministnltlon. de-! rronnlntion ri'ns ohochotl nnil tmpulntion incrorsos ltnve slnce
i l"irr tlrs rrrle. Tho popnlntion rvni 7,2llL ln l0l2i 8006 in 1020i
I 10.0ltlt in lDil0i l2.00tliri l0t0i nnrl 18,08? in 1000. In the lnst cotn.
I nlet,o ccr$nn of Sarfornbor 2S. 10110. tlro nonulotion rvos 20.164 dis-i iributgtl ns follou'ri: l?,1107 od TntriilnrL?fiI irr the l{nnuh Gruup'' nnd 80 on $trnins lnlnnd. (.Seo npp. I.)- IYith n totnl of 10'107 molos

to 10O4? femnlos. therc is ho siqhiflennt imbolnnce in ths sox rotioi
oxcorit thut ln tho 26 to 20 yooic aso srouD with 688 tnnlos to ?06; femrileos thone ir o aigniffcorit propbhtilrnni:e of fonrnlesao dispro-
nortion'to bc oceountitl for bv tho grontor oDlrortunities for msir to
amillrnts, ioln the Arnrod Fordeg, nnd study abi'otd.

The Adrsricon Somonu nondlution is 
-un 

erhtmely youn( ono.
Of tlre 1060 uonulotion. d8'norcont nns under 16'orid 8[ ner-
cunt urdor 40.' t'rom td{c to'lDlll. Anuieon Samor hod r cfuds
birth rote ol 42,0 nor 1.000 ponulntion. nB comDnred to 24.4 for tlro
Unltntl Stutos nnd-20.2 for Nsiv Zonlo,titl. Its brude deoth rnts Dor
1.0fi) rnnulntion wns 0.1. rvhieh is comnnrnble to tlte U,S. rnte-of
9.7 onrl the New Zeolnrrd i'nts of 0.2. Tlie ortrcmely youthfnl poDu-
lotion eouplotl with one of tho n'orltl's highos0 birth intee ond 

-o 
low

denth rntri ougor soriorrr lWnltlursion nrnisuros for tlrs territory.
Snmoo beloriirs eulturnlly to the n'astorn division of ths Polvnininn

culturn orsn. It is not eorfnin rvlnther Tonqo or Somoo rvns the oriq.
lnol noint of tlignomol of the onrly Polynonian* but the linquist Sorii.
nst filbort nuqrftsts thnt ths foimer.-rvith tlie mors coiiinlex ond
orohnio lonqriii. rrns sottled fftst. After ovor 126 yeort ol contnct
with ryos0or.-n iriflienceg. Somonrr sociol orqnnizr*lon sfilll mtnins muoh
of its trnditionol struodure with the oxteilded fnmily ns the moat im.
nortnnt sooiol lmoutr ond ths villnqs the bnsio torritbrial unit. Chre-
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