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WI Green Party 2022 Fall Gathering “Protecting and Expanding Democracy” 11/19

The Wisconsin Green Party 2022 Fall Gathering state membership meeting will be held on
Saturday November 19, 2022. The theme of the gathering will be "Expanding and Protecting
Democracy" and will feature a special discussion on Proportional Ranked-Choice Voting.

The Fall Gathering is the deadline to self-nominate for officer positions, and will offer space for
candidates to make their case to their fellow members. After nominations are finalized, ballots
will be sent to all dues-paying WIGP members in good standing. Officer positions up for election
include one Co-Chair position, Operations Treasurer, Elections Treasurer, Recording Secretary,
and Corresponding Secretary, as well as Coordinating Council positions for each Congressional
District and up to 8 At-Large seats. More information about these positions and their
responsibilities is available on the WI Green Party website.

Due to the ongoing pandemic this gathering will be held virtually via Zoom. Members will be
sent information about how to join the gathering online after they RSVP on our website. You can
also see the draft agenda and more information on the website.

WIGP state gatherings are a great opportunity to participate in grassroots democracy, make
your voice heard, and get involved in your party. Join us 11/19 with your ideas about how to
grow the Green Party and support the movement for peace, justice, democracy, and ecology!

https://www.wisconsingreenparty.org/fall_gathering_2022


WI Green Party calls for 2023 candidates

Have you ever thought about running for office? Even if you haven’t, consider the following:
more and more people are ready for a grassroots uprising against the political establishment.
For years, national polls have shown that roughly 60% of Americans - and over 70% among the
younger generations - agree that the establishment parties are failing us, and that we need a
new major party.

With 2023 elections coming up for local offices, now is a great time to think about running for
office with the Green Party to help build the movement for people, planet and peace over profit.

If you'd consider running for office, let us know at
https://www.wisconsingreenparty.org/contact-us or info@wisconsingreenparty.org and we'll get
in touch to discuss the possibilities!

As crises intensify, two-party system delivers another dismal election season
By Dave Schwab, WIGP Co-chair

Almost two years into the Biden presidency, voters are angry, dispirited, and fearful heading into
the 2022 midterm elections. Inflation is causing economic pain for working people, the US is
pouring billions into the war in Ukraine that threatens to mushroom at any moment, and the
climate crisis continues to accelerate rapidly, fueling devastating events like Hurricane Ian,
record-crushing heat waves, wildfires, floods, and droughts. The Republicans run on anger and
disappointment with Democrats, the Democrats run on fear of Republicans, and neither
corporate party offers anything close to real solutions.

By cynically gaming the system of lifetime appointments to pack the Supreme Court, the
Republicans have managed to overturn Roe v. Wade. The Democrats, who have not codified
Roe in 50 years despite numerous opportunities, claim they’d like to protect reproductive rights,
but can’t because of the filibuster rule. The same goes for protecting voting rights. And of course
they’d like to raise the minimum wage, which due to inflation is now worth less than it was at
$5.15/hour in 2007, but the parliamentarian won’t let them. As usual, the Democrats have plenty
of excuses and rotating villains to explain why they won’t do what they told voters they would.

The Democrats’ Inflation Reduction Act does not appear to have reduced inflation. While they
included some subsidies for green technology, this was merely part of their same old
“all-of-the-above” energy policy, as the bill required massive expansion of fossil fuel leases over
the coming decade. Mainstream climate groups celebrated the IRA as the best we could get
from Joe Manchin, while grassroots environmental justice organizations called it “a climate
suicide pact”.

https://www.wisconsingreenparty.org/contact-us


After the Democrats rode the massive racial justice uprising to victory in 2020, instead of
delivering criminal justice reform they turned around and told us what we need is more funding
for police. On issues from crime to immigration to the economy to foreign policy, Democrats
react to Republican fearmongering by caving to their narratives and copying their policies. On
the few issues where Democrats stand up to the right, their resistance mostly takes the form of
virtue signaling, not actual policy to help the people.

One of the few bright spots of Biden’s presidency so far is his recent move to cancel up to
$10,000 of federal student loan debt per borrower. The cancellation will help many of the 43
million people saddled with student loan debt, although the relief will be minor for many students
carrying six-figure debt. It’s remarkable to recall that when Dr. Jill Stein became the first
presidential candidate to call for cancellation of student loan debt in 2016, the idea was roundly
dismissed and mocked by such liberal luminaries as John Oliver. Just a few years later, the
demand has grown strong enough to force Biden into action.

Even as the Democrats face a reckoning from voters hurt by inflation and other economic woes,
they won’t offer a stimulus package to working people, claiming it could worsen inflation.
Contrast this with the situation in Germany, where skyrocketing energy prices due to the war in
Ukraine are fueling a cost-of-living crisis. The national governing coalition led by the Social
Democrats and Greens gave people direct subsidies to help pay their energy bills, and imposed
price controls and windfall taxes on energy prices. Voters showed their appreciation for this
support in the important state election of North Rhine-Westphalia, where the Social Democrats
and Greens increased their vote shares. It may come as a shock to some, but voters seem to
like policies that help them in their everyday lives.

In systems with proportional representation, voters could feel free to express their discontent
with the poor performance of the center-right Democratic Party by voting for a progressive left
party. The current economic, social, and environmental crises, created by the corporate parties,
could lead to a broad leftward shift. In the US two-party system, what we get instead is angry
voters looking to punish Democrats by voting Republican, and the Democrats responding by
moving further right. This dynamic has allowed both parties to move far to the right, and while
the Democrats exploit justified fear of Republican extremists, they do little to fight the right and
much to enable it.

Many left-leaning voters have justified continued support of the Democratic Party as a “harm
reduction” strategy to prevent Republicans from taking control and making things worse. Yet
when the Democrats do win, their fecklessness and corruption usually results in a Republican
comeback shortly afterward. The effect is not to defeat the right, but to enable it while preventing
the rise of a truly progressive left party that could effectively fight the right and advance popular
policies that the people want and need.

The two-party system’s manufactured climate of constant fear makes things difficult for the
Green Party, yet we do have opportunities to make forward progress. Recent polls show over
60% of US adults believe the two-party system does such a poor job representing the people



that a new party is needed. Millions of voters, especially youth, are looking for a viable party to
challenge the duopoly. The movement for ranked-choice voting and proportional representation
is gaining ground. Countless races go uncontested by one of the corporate parties, giving ample
space for Greens to run.

There’s no easy fix to the problems we face, but our historic task and responsibility is to figure
out how to transform the dismal political situation in what is still the world’s most powerful
country, and build a bridge from the world we have to the better world we know is possible.

The following bylaws amendment proposal and platform amendment proposals will be
presented to WIGP membership for discussion at the Fall Gathering, followed by voting
via electronic ballots sent to members:

Proposal 7: Amend Bylaws Article 2 Meetings, Section 3 Membership Meetings. Online
Meetings.

Change Bylaws Article 2 Meetings, Section 3 Membership Meetings

from:

There shall be meetings of the Members at least biannually at locations in Wisconsin to be
determined by the Coordinating Council. One of the Membership meetings shall be convened in
the fall of each year and shall have as part of its agenda the election of Co-Chairs,
Corresponding Secretary, Recording Secretary, Elections Treasurer and Operations Treasurer
for the following year. Member meetings shall be held in different locations in Wisconsin with a
view toward development of local Green groups in that area. Minutes of all Membership
meetings shall be kept by the recording secretary and all policy decisions and resolutions
published thereafter in the organization’s newsletter.

to:

“There shall be meetings of the Members at least biannually either online or at locations in
Wisconsin to be determined by the Coordinating Council. One of the Membership meetings
shall be convened in the fall of each year and shall have as part of its agenda the election of
Co-Chairs, Corresponding Secretary, Recording Secretary, Elections Treasurer, and Operations
Treasurer for the following year. Member meetings may be held online or in person, in-person
meetings shall be held in different locations in Wisconsin with a view toward the development of
local Green groups in that area. Minutes of all Membership meetings shall be kept by the
recording secretary and all policy decisions and resolutions published thereafter in the
organization’s newsletter.”



Proposal 1: Amend Platform Section I. Democracy, B. Political Reform. Lower Voting Age
to 16.

Add plank 13 to Platform Section I. Democracy, B. Political Reform which will read:

“Lower the voting age to 16 for all elections to give young people the right to take part in
deciding their future.”

Background: This proposal will add language to the Wisconsin Green Party platform which
reflects language recently introduced to the Green Party of the United States platform in GPUS
Proposal 1093 2022 Platform Amendment: Chapter II, Section A Civil Rights and Equal Rights,
8 Youth Rights. Additional information on the GPUS proposal can be found HERE.

Proposal 2: Amend Platform Section II. Social Justice, B. Civil Rights and Equal Rights.
LGBTQIA+ anti-discrimination laws.

Add plank 3 to Platform Section II. Social Justice, B. Civil Rights and Equal Rights which will
read:

“Ensure local, and state anti-discrimination law includes language that ensures the rights of
intersex individuals and prohibits discrimination based on gender identity, characteristics, and
expression as well as on sex, gender, or sexual orientation. Gender-critical or trans-exclusionary
social theories such as the sex-based womens’ rights declaration are not recognized as radical
inclusive feminism and will be opposed by the Green Party. We are opposed to non-consenting
intersex genital surgery.”

Background: This proposal will add language to the Wisconsin Green Party platform which
reflects language recently introduced to the Green Party of the United States platform in GPUS
Proposal 1092 2022 Platform Amendment: Chapter II, Section A,5,3, Sexual Orientation and
Gender Identity. Additional information on the GPUS proposal can be found HERE.

Proposal 3: Amend Platform Section II. Social Justice, H Criminal Justice. Legalize
Psilocybin Mushrooms

Add plank 13 to Platform Section II. Social Justice, H Criminal Justice which will read:

"Legalize psilocybin mushrooms and other entheogenic substances that have been found to
have therapeutic benefits and low medical risks for responsible adult users."

Background: This proposal will add language to the Wisconsin Green Party platform which
reflects language recently introduced to the Green Party of the United States platform by GPUS
Proposal 1098 2022 Platform Amendment: Chapter II, Section H Criminal Justice, 4 add
Legalize Psilocybin. Additional information on the GPUS proposal can be found HERE.

https://gpus.org/other/platform-2017/2022-chapter-ii-social-justice-a-civil-rights-and-equal-rights-8-youth-rights/
https://gpus.org/other/platform-2017/chapter-ii-social-justice-a-civil-rights-and-equal-rights-5-sexual-orientation-and-gender-identity-3/
https://gpus.org/other/platform-2017/2022-chapter-ii-social-justice-h-criminal-justice-4g/


Proposal 4: Amend Platform Section II. Social Justice, H Criminal Justice. Community
control of police.

Add plank 14 to Platform Section II. Social Justice, H Criminal Justice which will read:

"Establish community control of police through elected local police oversight boards with
subpoena power to investigate complaints about police behavior and hold offending officers
accountable. These boards will be empowered to hire and fire police officers and chiefs."

Background: This proposal will add language to the Wisconsin Green Party platform which
reflects language recently introduced to the Green Party of the United States platform by GPUS
Proposal 1099 2022 Platform Amendment: Chapter II, Section H Criminal Justice, 5 add
Community Control of Police. Additional information on the GPUS proposal can be found HERE.

Proposal 5: Amend Platform Section IV. Economic Justice and Sustainability, D. Livable
Income. 4-day work week.

Add plank 5 to Platform Section IV. Economic Justice and Sustainability, D. Livable Income
which will read:

"Establish a 4-day work week with no cut in pay and at least one month of paid vacation per
year for all workers."

Background: This proposal will add language to the Wisconsin Green Party platform which
reflects language recently introduced to the Green Party of the United States platform by GPUS
Proposal 1097 2022 Platform Amendment: Chapter II, Section G Labor, 8 Reduced Work Week.
Additional information on the GPUS proposal can be found HERE.

Proposal 6: Amend Platform Section IV. Economic Justice and Sustainability, D. Livable
Income, plank 1.

Change plank 1 of Platform Section IV. Economic Justice and Sustainability, D. Livable Income

from:

“Increase the state minimum wage to a living wage of $15 per hour (in 2015 dollars), adjusted
annually to inflation.”

to:

"Increase the state minimum wage to a living wage suitable for a single income, working
full-time 30-35 hours per week. The state minimum wage for all workers should be indexed to
inflation and adjusted regularly to ensure all workers statewide continue to receive a living

https://gpus.org/other/platform-2017/2022-chapter-ii-social-justice-5/
https://gpus.org/other/platform-2017/2022-chapter-ii-social-justice-section-g-labor-5/


wage. The tipped minimum wage should be abolished. To ensure a livable income for all people,
we support additional measures such as implementing a universal basic income.”

Background: This proposal will modify language to the Wisconsin Green Party platform which
reflects language recently updated in the Green Party of the United States platform by GPUS
Proposal 1096 2022 Platform Amendment: Chapter II, Section G Labor, 2f Living Wage.
Additional information on the GPUS proposal can be found HERE.

WIGP IT Committee Report Fall 2022

The IT Committee has had a busy and productive year!  As a result the committee has some
exciting news to share. This year, the IT Committee implemented a new, updated design for our
website. If you haven't already done so, we welcome you to visit the website and check out the
changes.

We also have updated the look of our state party's logo, which is featured on our website, social
media accounts, and printed materials. Our logo was chosen with the input of party
membership, who selected the new logo by vote.  We appreciate your help in choosing our
party's new logo!

Members of the IT Committee have provided technical support for WIGP Secretary of State
Candidate Sharyl McFarland.  We constructed a webpage devoted to Sharyl's campaign which
can be viewed at https://www.wisconsingreenparty.org/sharylforwi.

The IT Committee is responsible for managing the party’s website, member database and other
technological assets; providing training and tech support for all programs including email,
database software, social media, wikis, and other software and technology; manage shared
documents; maintain login information for accounts; maintain regular backups of data and
records; and coordinating with other committees, the national party and other entities as
necessary to achieve these goals.

The IT Committee is seeking members for the upcoming year.  Anyone is welcome, but we
could especially use people with website management and database administration skills.  If
you'd like to volunteer, please contact us at https://www.wisconsingreenparty.org/committees.

Thank you for your support!

WIGP Elections Committee Report Fall 2022

This year the elections committee was blessed with an inspiring new candidate for Secretary of
State, Sharyl McFarland.  Despite her own personal hardships and adversity, Sharyl has been a
tireless advocate for justice long before stepping up to run for office for the first time, and her

https://gpus.org/other/platform-2017/2022-chapter-ii-social-justice-section-g-labor-2f/
https://www.wisconsingreenparty.org/committees


courage is electric.  The Wisconsin Green Party was prepared to invest a lot of resources into
her campaign to overcome the hurtle of ballot access.  I'm pleased to say that Sharyl
McFarland's name is on the ballot, and that the ballot access drive was a great success.  We've
been out at some events including Juneteenth, and also knocking doors, but we could benefit
from a lot more volunteer help on the campaign trail and on the committee in general.  Our next
hurtle is all about winning in the campaign.  While Sharyl is prepared to do the work of the
Secretary of State if she wins, working to win the near 30,000 votes in order to get the 1% of the
vote needed to re-establish our party status is also a major goal for this campaign.

The committee itself has been consolidated once more so that any Greater Milwaukee Green
Party elections business is part of the WIGP committee because of the overlap in membership
and short handedness.  As we go into a minor election year with some local offices on the next
Spring Ballot, we have the time to reflect and build this committee's strength for the capacity to
take on more campaigns and campaign activities.  Our regular meetings have been occurring by
Zoom on the first Tuesday of the month at 7PM.  If you would like to join the committee, please
reach out. After all, we are the people we have been waiting for!

Ranked-Choice Voting and Proportional Representation set to make big advances in 2022

The movement for ranked-choice voting has been gaining momentum in recent years, and 2022
is likely to bring further gains for the strongest electoral reform push the US has seen in
decades.

Ranked-choice voting (RCV) made national news when it was used for the first time in two
high-profile elections: New York City’s mayoral primary, and a special Congressional election in
Alaska with former VP candidate Sarah Palin in the running.

According to Fairvote.org, “From 2016-2021, there were 20 measures to enact RCV on the
ballot, including four statewide measures (two in Maine) and 16 measures in cities and counties.
Of those, there were 18 victories. In the last 13 cities to vote on RCV in 2019-2021, the average
margin of victory has been by nearly 30 percentage points.”

In 2022, there are 10 ballot measures for RCV around the country. In the only statewide
measure, Nevada will be voting on a “final five” voting system where voters would vote for one
candidate during a nonpartisan jungle primary, then in the general election would use RCV to
choose among the top five finalists.

Portland, Oregon will be voting on a measure that would enact RCV for all offices, including
proportional RCV for city council. This would be accomplished by creating four city council
districts, each of which would choose three council members via proportional ranked choice
voting. If passed, this would make Portland the largest US city to use proportional
representation to date. Cambridge, Massachusetts and Albany, California both use proportional



RCV to elect their city council, and several other municipalities use proportional representation
in some local elections.

Evanston, Illinois will be voting on a referendum to adopt RCV for local elections. If passed,
Evanston would become the first city in Illinois to adopt RCV, and one of the first in the Midwest,
joining a number of early adopters in Minnesota and the city of Eastpointe, Michigan.

Seattle, Washington will be voting on whether to change primary elections from the current
first-past-the-post system. Voters will be able to choose between RCV and approval voting to
replace the old system.

Other jurisdictions voting on RCV include Fort Collins, Colorado; Ojai, California; Clark County,
Washington; San Juan County, Washington; and Multnomah County, Oregon’s most populous
county.

2022 ballot measures could significantly expand the number of voters using RCV and
proportional representation. The Green Party has long supported RCV and proportional
representation, and many Greens have been growing more vocal in demanding proportional
RCV. It’s clear that this is a reform whose time has come.

WI Greens contribute to Green Party US 2022 platform update

The Green Party of the United States is currently voting on updates to its national platform
submitted by state parties and caucuses. In a display of true grassroots democracy, delegates
to the National Committee discuss and debate each platform proposal before voting on them. Of
the 23 amendments proposed so far, 18 have been adopted while 5 have failed to reach the
necessary two-thirds threshold for approval.

The Wisconsin Green Party has played an important part in this process, with 5 of the
successful amendments coming from Wisconsin. Here’s a brief summary of what the Wisconsin
Green Party contributed to the Green Party US platform this year:

Lower voting age to 16

Many people who are younger than the official voting age of 18 are informed and engaged in
society and politics, yet they are currently unable to take part in collective political decisions that
will determine their future. People who begin voting young are more likely to become active and
engaged voters for life. Green Parties around the world support lowering the voting age to 16,
including in Canada, Australia, New Zealand, England and Wales, Scotland, and more. The
Green Party US Youth Caucus welcomes members as young as 14. This amendment makes it
official Green Party policy to lower the voting age to 16 to give young people the right to take
part in deciding their future.



Four-day work week

The idea of a 4-day work week to improve work-life balance has been gaining momentum
around the world, with many Green Parties leading the way. The Green Party platform already
supports a reduced-hour work week; however, this could be interpreted as merely reducing
hours of a 5-day work week. Reducing the number of work days has the added benefit of
reducing time spent commuting, which is unpaid time that contributes to social ills like pollution,
traffic, and stress. This amendment would affirm that the Green Party’s commitment to reducing
work hours also extends to giving workers the option of a 4-day work week, with no cut in pay,
and at least one month of paid vacation per year for all workers.

Legalize psilocybin mushrooms and other entheogenic substances

A growing number of communities are moving to decriminalize psilocybin mushrooms and other
entheogenic substances, defined as “psychoactive substances that induce alterations in
perception, mood, consciousness, cognition, or behavior for the purposes of engendering
spiritual development or otherwise in sacred contexts.” Some of these substances are
sometimes called “psychedelic” or “hallucinogenic”; however, these words have acquired certain
negative or unhelpful associations among the general public. Starting in 2019 cities such as
Denver, Oakland, Santa Cruz, Washington DC, Cambridge, and Somerville, MA, have
decriminalized psilocybin and other entheogens like peyote, and in 2020 Oregon became the
first state to decriminalize psilocybin and legalize it for therapeutic use.

Greens have long been at the forefront of the movement to end the destructive “war on drugs”.
Greens led the way in calling specifically for legalization of cannabis/marijuana. In that same
vein, this amendment puts the Green Party at the forefront of calling for legalization of psilocybin
and other entheogenic substances found to have therapeutic benefits and low medical risks for
responsible adult users.

Community Control of Police

Community control of police was a key proposal of the 2020 Green Presidential campaign, and
was advocated as well by many down-ballot campaigns and state and local parties as a solution
to out-of-control police misconduct that has sparked massive protests in recent years.

This amendment makes it official Green Party policy to establish community control of police
through elected local police oversight boards with subpoena power to investigate complaints
about police behavior and hold offending officers accountable. These boards will be empowered
to hire and fire police officers and chiefs.

Update to introduction of Ecological Sustainability section

The statement in the previous introduction “We support planetary efforts to slow the
ever-increasing numbers of humans pressuring the ecosystems” could have been



misunderstood by potential supporters and twisted by detractors as expressing support by the
US Green Party for top-down population control, particularly on a planetary or global scale.
Such a statement could have raised red flags among those who are conscious of the history of
imperialism, colonialism, and eugenics, and historical attempts particularly by European settler
civilizations to reduce the populations of groups seen as the “other” based on race, ethnicity,
nationality, religion, class, etc.

The new text “We support planetary efforts to reverse ever-increasing human pressures on
ecosystems” mitigates this danger and recognizes that the problem for ecological sustainability
is not the number of humans per se, but the pressures that humans place on ecosystems.

For more information about the Green Party of the United States’ platform amendments that
passed this cycle, check out the GPUS National Committee voting results page at
https://gp.org/cgi-bin/vote/voteresults

Help grow the WI Greens: volunteer for a WIGP Committee!

In addition to the Coordinating Council, the WI Green Party has 7 standing committees where
we do the work of the party: Communications, Dispute Resolution, Elections, Finance,
Information Technology, Membership Outreach, and Platform and Policy. If you want to help
grow the Green Party and feel you can help with any of these areas, we want to hear from you!
Go to https://www.wisconsingreenparty.org/committees to learn more about our committees and
submit a statement of interest. Dues-paying WIGP members in good standing can apply to join
our state committees (as well as Green Party US committees) through the Fall Gathering, and
applications will be considered after Coordinating Council elections are finished.

Help organize a Green Party chapter in your Congressional District!

The WI Green Party now has dues-paying members in all 8 congressional districts across the
state, and we are looking to organize and activate chapters in every district. Congressional
district chapters can help the WIGP to get plugged into issues in your district, and they can also
help bring people together to organize more local chapters as the party grows. All that it takes to
start a chapter is 5 dues-paying members who are willing to have regular online organizing
meetings. If you’re interested in getting involved, or even in helping to organize a chapter in your
district, contact us at info@wisconsingreenparty.org and let us know!

https://gp.org/cgi-bin/vote/voteresults
https://www.wisconsingreenparty.org/committees
mailto:info@wisconsingreenparty.org

