
The hall of fame was established in 
memory of the late Allen Strom’s 
untiring devotion over 40 years to 
conservation and environmental 

education. The recipient of this prestigious 
award needed to have been actively 
involved in the conservation movement 
for a number of years, have made a 
constant and invaluable contribution and 
have displayed qualities of integrity, 
reliability and commitment. 

Of course they were summing up Alex 
Colley, and it was only natural he was 
given the inaugural Allen Strom award. 
Alex joined the Colong Committee in 
1968 and was its secretary from 1976, 

the year he retired until last year when 
he turned 95. 

On receiving the award Alex said 
that, while he had received other 
acknowledgement for his efforts, this 
meant more to him because it was from 
his colleagues. He said that he would 
continue to work for wilderness while 
he could. 

We can only say “Well done, Alex, for 
you unstinting and tireless effort.” ■

Right: Veteran wilderness campaigner, 
Alex Colley proudly posing for the 
cameras with his Allen Strom Hall of 
Fame award. Photo: NCC
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Alex Colley enrolled in the 
Allen Strom Hall of Fame

Colong Foundation’s 
new home
The Colong Foundation for Wilderness 
moved in July to our new premises at  
Level 2, 322 Pitt Street . 
After thirty years we are parting our 
ways with Total Environment Centre on 
good terms to enjoy larger premises 
with more light and air . We hope you 
will visit us . The office is a short dis-
tance from Town Hall station . The tel-
ephone numbers will change but please 
use our current telephone contacts until 
further notice .
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Political window 
dressing
In an address to the March meet-
ing of the NPA of the ACT, Andrew 
Macintosh, a research fellow of the 
Australia Institute, said that the Howard 
Government’s environment programs 
had been “woefully ineffective from an 
environmental perspective, but highly 
successful from a political one .”
In 1999 The Government had intro-
duced a four year $900 million package 
called Measures for a Better Environ-
ment (MBE) but at the end of four 
years $630 million had not been spent . 
The most offensive part of the MBE 
package was that, where the money 
had been spent, the programs, on the 
whole, had been staggeringly unsuc-
cessful . It appeared that a significant 
proportion of the gains would have 
occurred anyway and very few of the 
project objectives had been met .
The areas targeted by the National 
Heritage Trust’s (NHT) sustainable use 
objective were highly modified, mainly 
agricultural, landscapes that had very 
little value as a source of biodiversity . 
The NHT did not appear to have made 
any significant inroads into dealing with 
the major threats to biodiversity, such 
as land clearing, altered fire regimes, 
modification of river and groundwater 
systems, climate change, overfishing 
and the spread of pests and weeds . 
For the bargain price of almost $1 bil-
lion we got 780,000 ha of native veg-
etation works and 84,500 ha of threat-
ened species works, while at the same 
time around 2 .2 million ha of woody 
vegetation was cleared in Queensland 
alone .
Andrew Macintosh concluded by say-
ing that the Howard Government was 
“the ultimate politically motivated envi-
ronmental window dresser” and we 
would continue to see the degradation 
of the environment and the squander-
ing of resources until more people 
engage in criticising its policies .

by Jim Somerville

A
fter a century and a half 
of exploitation and, more 
recently, deprived of their 
flood flows, river redgum 

forests along the Murray, Murrumbidgee 
and Edwards Rivers are in a sorry state. 
Apart from the Yanga property of 50,000 
ha, purchased by the Department of 
Environment and Conservation in 2005, 
which contain 17,000 ha of redgums 
along the winding Murrumbidgee, there 
is not one large national park in the whole 
area. Now NSW and Victorian National 
Parks Associations have combined with 
local indigenous groups and together 
have developed a Red Gum Icon Project 
in order to press for a series of national 
parks before it is too late.

The National Land and Water 
Resources Audit identified the Riverina 
as being amongst the most highly 
threatened bioregions in the country 
(NHT, 2002). The 2005 National Reserve 
System Report listed the area as one of 
those most deserving of highest priority 
because of the extremely poor existing 
level of reservation – only 2 per cent is 
protected compared with 8% in the State 
overall.

The river redgum wetlands have 
recognised international significance 
due to the habitats they provide and 
their vital importance to the healthy 
functioning of the Murray-Darling river 
system – the largest in Australia.

The “Significant Ecological Assets” 
under the Living Murray process are the 
Barmah-Millewa and the Koondrook-
Perricoota wetlands, which extend 
on both sides of the Murray south of 
Deniliquin. Even though recent studies 
have shown that 75% of trees along the 
Murray are already showing signs of 
stress or decline as a result of changed 
water regimes, forests on Crown Land 
are currently subject to what Forests 
NSW calls “salvage” logging and 
logging in private land is taking place 
without any meaningful environmental 
controls. Regrettably most of the timber 
produced as fence posts, firewood or 
sleepers is going to Victoria (which 
logs very little of its own river redgum 
forests) and South Australia. So NSW 
is, in effect, destroying its own river 
redgum forests to meet the unsustainable 
demands of other states.

The idea of conservation of this 
unique forest is not new, in fact the 
National Parks Association presented 
the Government with a report entitled 
“A Series of National Parks for the River 
Redgum Forests” in 1988 and ten years 
later again sought a large national park.

There is already sufficient information 
available for the Government to deliver a 
landmark conservation outcome in this 
iconic and highly threatened landscape. A 
restructure package in the region would 
require only minor funding to drastically 
improve the environmental management 
of this riverine ecosystem. ■

new hope  
for the  

river redgums

by Keith Muir

last month I wrote to the Department of Environment and 
Conservation seeking documentation on the delineation of 
wilderness boundaries under the Freedom of Information Act, 
1989. 

I limited the request to internal documents, not wanting 
a mountain of correspondence, published documents and 
submissions - but how the Department formed its wilderness 

boundary decisions. The response to the request was that 
the cost of providing the documentation may exceed $5000 
and a warning that my request may be refused as it could 
unreasonably divert departmental resources. Much of the cost 
would be incurred in reprinting large maps, which of course 
could be viewed at no cost.

We will continue to have further discussions with the 
Department to see if acceptable access can be negotiated to the 
documentation sought for a reasonable price. ■

Freedom from Information?
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NOTICE OF EXTRAORDINARY 
GENERAL MEETING

to be held at 6.00 pm on Thursday, 10 August, 2006 at 
Suite 101, Level 2, 332 Pitt Street, Sydney to consider the 
following constitutional amendments:

  that the quorum of the Annual General Meeting of 
the colong Foundation for Wilderness Ltd shall be 
five members present
 that Clause 34 of the Constitution be amended to 
remove “47” and replace with “up to eight”
 that Clause 32 of the Constitution be amended  
to insert “Honorary Treasurer” the words  
“Honorary Secretary”.

1.

2.

3.

On the Queen’s birthday Henry 
Gold was awarded the Order of 
Australia Medal for service to 
wilderness preservation through 

the use of photographic documentation. 
This recognises not only Henry’s work, 
but the national significance of wilderness 
preservation. This significance, and the 
Colong Foundation’s work, has been 
recognised by five awards to Colong 
directors. The first award was to the 
late Milo Dunphy. Our Patron, Neville 
Wran, is a Companion of the Order 
and Geoff Mosley recently became a 
Member.

Henry arrived in Australia from 
Austria in 1955. A year later he 
joined The Sydney Bush Walkers, an 
ideal way of getting to know our 
wilderness areas. Although our bush 
has a reputation for sameness, Henry 
saw it as an artist and recognised its 
real beauty. Although it did not have 
the grandeur of the Alps in his native 
country, it was fascinating for one with 
the necessary technique to capture its 
qualities on film. He learned a great 
deal about wilderness photography 
during a two year sojourn in the US, 
where he kept in touch with the Sierra 
Club and studied the technique of the 
well known wilderness photographer, 
Ansell Adams.

In 1967, a year before the Colong 
Committee was appointed, he worked 
with Sydney Bush Walker’s members 
Tom Moppett (then NPA President), 
Alan Rigby, Mick Elphick and John 

White preparing a submission to Tom 
Lewis, then Minister for Lands, against 
the mining of Colong Caves. When 
Alan Rigby died, literally on the job, 
John White persuaded Henry to take 
over his role of principal photographer, 
and they produced the brochure 
Quarry Valuable Scenery, which was 
virtually the first shot in the Colong 
campaign. Throughout the Colong 
Caves and Boyd Plateau campaigns 
he provided most of the photographic 
material used for pamphlets, press 
articles and a special issue of Habitat. 
Later Henry was despatched to targeted 
areas such as the Border Ranges, the 
Greater Blue Mountains and Kakadu. 
His photographs were used not only in 
Colong publications but for the National 
Parks Journal, Habitat, Australian 
Conservation Foundation books, the 
Canopy Committee, Australian Heritage 
Commission publications and those of 
many other organisations. The sale of 
thousands of his posters and calendars 
provided much needed funds of the 
Colong Foundation. He is also the co-
author of the books The Macdonnell 
Ranges, The Colo Wilderness, Wild 
Places and Blue Mountains World 
Heritage.

Myles Dunphy planned many 
national parks and Milo Dunphy 
campaigned for their preservation, but 
most of the decision makers do not 
walk in wilderness areas, with some 
notable exceptions such as Bob Carr, 
Neville Wran and Tim Moore. Henry’s 

photographs brought the beauty of 
these areas vividly before them and 
secured their support. After a 7 year 
campaign to stop the bulldozing of 
the Boyd Plateau for a pine plantation, 
we presented Henry’s display book to 
the Minister for Lands, Milton Morris. 
Three days later the Minister announced 
that “There will be no pines on the 
Boyd.” Henry’s lobby book depicting 
the Blue Mountains was probably the 
main cause of the previously doubting 
IUCN World Heritage Committee 
voting unanimously for listing, despite 
the opposition of Dr Jim Thorsell, the 
chief IUCN World Heritage advisor 
for national parks. Many remnants 
of the natural environment owe their 
preservation to Henry’s photography.

Henry Gold OAM

Henry Gold - acclaimed wilderness 
photographer

Meeting Dates 
Meetings will be held at 
our new office, Level 2, 
322 Pitt Street, at 6pm on 
Thursday 10 August and 
at 2pm on Thursday 14 
September . Please note 
the alternate afternoon and 
evening meeting times are 
to enable workers to attend 
at least one Board meeting 
every two months .
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by Keith Muir

The Guy Fawkes National Park 
is now over 100000 hectares in 
size and protects a wilderness 
of nearly 85000 hectares. Since 

1995 the wilderness has doubled in size, 
with over 2000 hectares being added 
this year. There is, however, an area 
of 35000 hectares of NPWS identified 
wilderness remaining unprotected 
and the recently released draft plan of 
management for the area has several 
undesirable aspects.

The draft plan of management does 
plan to remove the travelling stock 
routes from the park but horse and 
mountain bike riding will continue on 
the Bicentennial Trail down the centre 
of the wilderness. 

The Trail could easily be relocated 
to the eastern edge of the national park, 
following the very scenic and well 
watered Chaelundi and Hardens Roads. 
This approach could accommodate 
these users and be popular. There were 
plans made to relocate the Trail in the 
early 1990s but the NPWS gave up on 
the idea after protests from horse riders. 
Instead, the NPWS has relented and 
proposed mountain bike access along 
fire roads through the wilderness area, 
just like in Kosciuszko. Furthermore, 
two horse camps are proposed within 
the wilderness, making a mockery of 
the concept.

Also proposed is exclusive off road 
vehicle access through the wilderness 
to Ballards Flat beside the Sara River, 
an area that was once threatened by gold 
dredging. This compromise brings motor 
vehicles into the wilderness core. To 
overcome these abuses, the NPWS needs 
to rethink its management approach 
of accommodating users groups and 
compromising wilderness management. 
All road easements, as well as the 
proposed travelling stock routes, should 
be removed from the wilderness area 
and horse riders and vehicles excluded. 
Otherwise the wilderness declaration 
becomes worthless.

The NPWS also has abandoned 

the development of a separate fire 
management policy for wilderness 
areas. Instead, fire management can 
apparently push roads down every steep 
spur into the Guy Fawkes Valley. Fire 
management should seek to prevent 
burning older age communities, the 
old growth, but these areas are now 
apparently considered underburnt and 
targeted for burning. The resulting fires 
management proposals approach the 
damaging broad area burning strategies 
of the 1970s.

Guy Fawkes is one of the few areas 
in northern NSW were dingoes could be 
protected. The current management is 
unworkable because graziers, who hate 
all dogs, determine dingo management 
through their Rural Lands Protection 
Board. Under this arrangement the 
dingoes in the Nadgee Wilderness have 
been wiped out by baiting and the aerial 
baiting of Kosciuszko National Park 
has been recently reintroduced. The 
NPWS needs to reject this approach 
and define a core dingo habitat area 
within this national park. Within these 
core areas the NPWS should work to 
conserve dingoes by preventing 1080 
baiting, except for ecological purposes 
(eg to protect endangered species). Such 
an approach may also help with the 
control of feral cats, dogs, foxes and 
pigs through conserving the dingo.

The draft plan of management does 
contain firm statements to remove 
all the horses, but again there are 
compromises. The park is likely to 
remain more like a backcountry 
equestrian ranch than a wilderness area, 
as more and more unmarked horses 
and cattle will find their way into the 
park from neighbouring properties. The 
NPWS seeks to address this problem by 
using expensive fencing and ‘branding’ 
the horses removed. Whether this 
approach will be successful depends on 
the support of local graziers, who are 
often the source of the problem.

The many years of mustering 
have proved inadequate. The current 
mustering task has been impeded by 
ludicrous claims of heritage ‘breeds’ 

that were cannon fodder in the First 
World War. Mustering cannot replace 
the effectiveness of the now banned 
aerial shooting. The reality of the 
mustering approach is that captured 
feral horses are usually in poor 
condition and end up as dog meat after 
suffering unnecessarily. Feral horses 
and cattle should instead be removed, 
first by mustering, and then by follow 
up shooting under strict protocols to 
ensure humane operations, e.g. FAAST 
protocols for aerial shooting.

This magnificent wilderness park 
faces many challenges. The draft plan 
leaves many aspects of management 
poorly addressed. The plan does not 
contain a specific section on wilderness 
management, despite being a wilderness 
park. As a result, wilderness may suffer 
through many compromises. The NPWS 
needs to get real and make the hard 
calls, for it risks becoming a weak 
reactionary organisation, at least as far 
as wilderness and park management are 
concerned. ■

Guy Fawkes Wilderness 
faces a volatile future

The wran 
government’s 
most memorable 
achievement
In his foreword to the book The 
Wran Era, edited by Troy Bramston, 
our Patron, Neville Wran, com-
mences his foreword as follows:
Thirty years after the Wran Govern-
ment was elected in May 1976, 
seems time enough to reflect on its 
performance.
If I were asked what my government 
would be remembered for most, my 
reply would reflect what I said to the 
ALP Conference in 1983:
When we are all dead and buried 
and our children’s children are 
reflecting on what was the best thing 
the Labor Government did in the 
twentieth century, they will come up 
with the answer, we saved the rain-
forests. I still believe that.
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Celebrating Wilderness aims is to 
help ensure wilderness makes an even 
bigger contribution to human happiness 
and environmental conservation as we 
move towards a more environmentally 
aware and sustainable society.

This important conference is now 
only seven weeks away and you should 
make your registration early by using 
the Colong website or the brochure 
provided in Bulletin �16. (At $90.00 
for a three day conference you can’t 
complain about the price.)

To help promote the Conference 
Henry Gold has compiled a Photographic 
Gallery. Now you can own a stunning 
Henry Gold colour photograph and 
help preserve our Wild Places! View a 
sunset in the forest from an armchair 
in your home or decorate with one of 
Henry’s classic black and white images. 
All photographs are tastefully framed 
and ready to hang. These images can 
be viewed from the conference pages 
of our website www.colongwilderness.
org.au

Conference updates will be provided 
at our website as the papers, workshops 
and artistic contributions for the 
conference come together. 

Opening night on September 8th is 
a free public event, so please bring you 
friends along to the launch at UTS. The 
evening will start at 8.00 pm sharp, 
and will feature Tasmanian wilderness 
activist Helen Gee as our keynote 
speaker. 

The launch will be followed by light 
refreshments at 9.15pm.

CONFERENCE REMINDER

Celebrating Wilderness
THE FIFTH NATIONAL WILDERNESS CONFERENCE

Wilderness and an environmentally sustainable future
8 - 10 September, 2006

Main Campus, Uni of Technology, Sydney

THE photo at right shows 
Keith Muir receiving a 
donation for $610.20 from 
Randwick TAFE College 
Association President, Luba 
Jamous and Randwick 
TAFE’s Cafeteria Manager, 
Emanuel Kallimanis.

The donation came about 
after the Randwick College 
Association, Yianni’s Catering 
and the Colong Foundation 
ran a World Environment 
Day event at the College on 
7th June.

Event coordinator and 
Executive Officer of the 
Association, Marcus O’Dean, 
reported that the event drew 
participation from many areas, 
making a really successful 
day. Yianni’s catering donated 
the food for a barbecue, 
for which the people at the 
College donated $2 each. 
Proceeds went to the Colong 
Foundation for Wilderness. 
The Foundation is the longest 

constituted, and one of the 
most effective conservation 
organisations, in Australia. It 
is responsible for listing the 
Blue Mountains on the World 
Heritage Register amongst 
other key environmental 
achievements.

Sydney Water gave the 
Association one hundred 
DIY Water Saving Kits to 
distribute to householders 
in order to save water and 
power and accrue greenhouse 

abatement credits – they were 
so popular, we could have 
used 200. As well, Randwick 
City Council, the Australian 
Conservation Foundation, 
the Total Environment 
Centre and the National 
Parks Association, through 
Colong, gave much in the 
way of leaflets, newsletters 
and instructional kits to raise 
awareness generally about 
environmental issues amongst 
the College population.

College staff and students 
generously assisted both 
before, during and after the 
day. Thanks must go to Luba 
Jamous on the barbecue; Lynn 
Koeppl and Maolcholm Bruce 
(also for the Sydney Water 
contact) on the information 
stands; Kate Hamilton 
for the initial concept and 
crowd control on the day; 
and Angelo Kehagias for his 
tireless assistance running 
backwards and forwards with 
the catering.

Through all of these 
people’s and agencies’ 
efforts, the Colong 
Foundation for Wilderness 
and Sydney Institute, 
Randwick TAFE College 
are now linked in a 
partnership for the future 
which can only benefit 
wilderness preservation and 
other environmental causes 
through fund raising and 
increased awareness.

Randwick Association’s World 
Environment Day Donation
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by Haydn Washington,  
Blue Mountains Wilderness Network

Conservation is often full of bad 
news stories - threats to natural 
areas; things going wrong; 
and areas degraded. It’s thus 

refreshing to have a good news story 
to tell! For the last two or so years, the 
Blue Mountains Wilderness Network 
has been involved in seeking to unravel 
the ‘wilderness knot’ – the confusion 
and tangled meanings around what 
‘wilderness’ is. I was involved both as 
a wilderness advocate of thirty years 
standing (mainly on Wollemi), and as a 
researcher at UWS doing a Ph.D. on this 
topic. The Network pretty soon decided 
that we needed better dialogue about 
what wilderness is. We also recognised 
that this is a topic at the intersection of 
both social and environmental justice; 
one which generates strong passions 
- so strong that people often don’t listen 
to what you are saying. It became clear 
that it is one thing to say ‘let’s have 
dialogue’, and quite another to achieve 
it. So how were we to actually get 
meaningful dialogue? And who did 
we want to have dialogue with? Well, 
given that Traditional Owners (TOs) and 
conservationists share a love of the land, 
we thought TOs were the key group 
to gain dialogue with. Government, of 
course, is another such. So, how to go 
about it?  It became clear that we needed 
people to show mutual respect to each 
other, and to really listen.

First off we thought of an easy walk to 
a site where we could have a campfire. It 
was hastily organised on a hot weekend 
– and nobody came but the Network! We 
then organised a seminar ‘Wilderness 
Resurgence’ at Blackheath. While this 
was a very positive event, it still did 
not get sufficient dialogue or build 
sufficient bridges with the Aboriginal 
community. We then approached the 
Blue Mountains World Heritage Institute 

to see if they would like to be partners 
with the Network in co-organising a 
‘day of dialogue’ about wilderness, 
chiefly with TOs. They agreed it would 
be worthwhile, and a series of four 
organisational meetings were held. One 
of these was a ‘talking stick’ meeting 
between TOs and conservationists, 
where people spoke briefly and with 
respect, but ‘from the heart’ about the 
issue. The talking stick was marked 
with the sign of ‘the way to water’ and 
had been made in Northern Australia by 
Aboriginal people. Quite a lot of deep 
feelings for the Blue Mountains came 
out of this meeting, which had a really 
positive ‘energy’ – feelings which all 
sides could relate to. The day of dialogue 
was held on May 7th at Blackheath.

I made use of four door panels made 
by the Colo Committee in the 1970s. 
These were covered in a huge photo of 
the Colo River at Canoe Creek. The photo 
became a presence up on the stage, and 
people kept talking to it as a symbol of 
the wilderness. We had at least 55 people 
on the day, of which 13 were TOs. This 
was the largest number of Traditional 
Owners (or custodians) ever to turn up 
to a meeting with conservationists in 
the Blue Mountains. Auntie Mary of the 
Gundungurra and Carol Cooper of the 
Dharug gave the ‘Welcome to country’. 
After that, consultant Lorraine Cairnes 
spoke in concert with Graham (Wiradjuri) 
and Chris (Dharug) about ‘why it’s 
important to have dialogue’. Then came 
our seven speakers. ‘Jacinta’ (Dharug) 
noted the importance of connectivity to 
the bush and the need to strengthen this. 
She spoke of how Bill Neidjie spoke of 
‘no touch zones’ in his book ‘Kakadu 
Man’. She said we needed to be in the 
land and argued ‘if you damage a tree 
you damage yourself’. Philosopher Val 
Plumwood was next, and was quite even-
handed, talking about both the negative 
and positive sides of ‘wilderness’. She 
noted the word was over-polarised in 

Australia, while in the US there were 
actually American Indian wilderness 
areas. She argued that we were caught up 
in the ambiguity and historical baggage 
(human absence/ terra nullius) around 
the word. She wondered if it was not 
better to speak just of ‘nature’, which is 
a more graduated concept. However, she 
also thought we should see wilderness 
as a positive presence of the nonhuman. 
She concluded that we can’t abandon 
large areas of nature. 

Peter Prineas (Colong Foundation) 
spoke of how wilderness is a special level 
of protection beyond national parks, one 
that stops resorts such as Thredbo in the 
Snowy Mountains. He also spoke of 
how wilderness should not be blamed 
for dispossession – ‘wilderness is no 
more to blame for dispossession than are 
cricket grounds - we needed to look at all 
land tenures’. He urged TOs not to ‘upset 
the apple cart’ which had protected these 
areas for many years. Shaun (Wiradjuri) 
spoke next, reading out a paper that took 
a fairly negative postmodernist approach 
towards ‘wilderness’ (i.e. wilderness 
was a cultural construct based on the 
idea that wilderness is separate from 
human existence), though in discussion 
afterwards he was far more conciliatory 
and open to dialogue. It was interesting 
that, there was such a positive attitude on 
the day, this negativity just disappeared 
in the general feeling of respect and 
listening. During questions after the first 
group of speakers, Auntie Mary said that 
she used to walk down from the Gully in 
Katoomba to the wilderness, and that ‘the 
wilderness was where she got her food’. 
She clearly had no problem with the 
term. Keith Muir from Colong pointed 
out (in a question) that they had nearly 
lost the Wilderness Act several times 
in NSW Parliament - with attempts to 
destroy it coming from the development 
lobby. The Act had only survived by a 

The day of dialogue
Finding Common Ground

Blackheath, May 2006

continued on page 7
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few votes. He passionately asked TOs 
and the morning’s speakers ‘do you want 
wilderness to go away?’. There was a 
deep silence to that question. Nobody 
shouted out ‘yes!’; nobody laughed. 
The question was clearly being deeply 
pondered. The morning Chairperson, Dr. 
John Merson, from the Institute, said he 
would take that as a statement, and leave 
it for people to think about. 

Anthropologist Dr Deborah Bird 
Rose’s talk was also quite positive, 
though she said she didn’t like the 
word ‘wilderness’, as her Aboriginal 
teachers had not liked it. She asked us to 
find out what we ‘really valued’ about 
these areas. She spoke of ‘flourishing 
country’, where Aboriginal people 
care for it, but she also agreed we 
needed to hang on to all ‘undamaged’ 
country. David (Gundungurra) spoke of 
how plants give a cultural identity, that 
wilderness teaches us how to care for 
land. He spoke of the value of the whole 
land, of how everything is connected. 
I then spoke on the ‘wilderness knot’, 
and ended: 

‘Is not recognition of the intrinsic 
value of ‘wilderness’ (and the desire to 
protect it) a sign that some whitefellas 
have now learned to feel a caring for, 
an obligation to, the land? For many, 
wilderness is thus an iconic word that 
encapsulates such a caring worldview. If 
‘wilderness as lanai’ is to exist into the 
future, then surely it will need all those 
that love it to work together?’

‘Lanai’ is my shorthand for a ‘large 
intact natural area’. I looked across to 
Auntie Mary, whose eyes were shining 
and she was nodding in agreement. The 
speakers for the last section of talks 
then came back to receive questions, 
and David’s young daughter Kelsie 
(perhaps ten years old) also came with 
him. Lorraine asked her ‘if there is one 
thing you would like to see happen for 
the future, what would it be?’. Kelsie 
replied ‘that all the things you are taking 
about have actually happened!’. Clearly 
she meant the positive things, the 
working together to protect wilderness 
and country. Such wisdom was greeted 
with a general appreciation that actions 
do indeed speak louder than words.

The workshops were interesting as the 
participants really got into the debate. 
We asked them three main questions 

- what the common ground was, what 
the differences were, and what was the 
way forward? In my summary of their 
workshop dot points, I summarised the 
common ground as agreement that TOs 
and conservationists share a passion and 
caring for the land (and wilderness), a 
concern for its future, and must share 
the land with other species. Group 3 
focused on the need for both a ‘whole 
of landscape strategy’ as well as a 
wilderness strategy. The threats to such 
areas were acknowledged, and we agreed 
we shared an opposition to unconstrained 
economic development. Communicating 
and avoiding divisiveness was seen as 
essential. In regard to differences, there 
was less agreement. It was agreed that 
people heard different things when they 
heard ‘wilderness’ (that it had multiple 
meanings). The difference of political 
objectives was noted – wilderness 
versus ownership (i.e. land rights). What 
would traditional ownership mean for 
wilderness in the WH Area? There was 
the question of wilderness being seen 
as ‘removing’ people from the land. 
There was the question of lack of trust, 
and fear that the security of such areas 
will be lost if we lose the wilderness 
name (and management under the Act). 
There is the question of the role of 
‘power’ and its use. Group 3 pointed 
out that Aboriginal knowledge is not yet 
integrated into management, and that 
landscape and wilderness strategies need 
to be integrated. The problem of what 
‘modified’ means in the Wilderness Act 
was raised. Access was raised by group 
4 as a difference, as were differences 
over specific issues such as fire.

In regard to the way forward, it was 
agreed we needed to think of future 
generations, but also acknowledge the 
differences we have (and respect them). 
We needed to promote a message of 
responsibility and respect for all land, 
including wilderness. Part of this is 
sharing knowledge and the education 
of new generations. There was strong 
support for ongoing dialogue (at all 
levels), and support for a united front 
between TOs and conservationists, where 
we settle differences internally and seek 
to ‘walk’ in each others shoes. This was 
in response to the huge power of the 
development lobby that both groups 
faced. Such dialogue would be better 
done informally – such as a campfire 
situation. It was agreed we should value 
our common ground as well as cherish 

our differences (i.e. we don’t have to all 
agree if we have respect). It was agreed 
that we needed to have specific dialogue 
on certain issues such as fire. The need 
to integrate Aboriginal knowledge with 
Western management was seen as an 
important way forward. The need to 
have both a wilderness strategy and 
a landscape conservation strategy 
integrated together was emphasised. 
One specific interesting suggestion was 
to broaden the meaning of wilderness 
under the Wilderness Act to incorporate 
Aboriginal values. A desire to find all 
the elements of our common ground 
was expressed, as well as for us to 
learn a common language in regard to 
management. It was suggested we find 
common actions to pursue together to 
protect the World Heritage Area.

The final session was chaired by 
Prof. Stuart Hill from UWS, and ended 
positively. The Institute flagged future 
ideas for future events – such as an art 
show on the wild (‘what wilderness and 
nature mean to you’), and other forums on 
specific issues such as co-management, 
fire, access. A social meeting on a regular 
day each month was proposed. The need 
to bring biological and cultural values 
hand in hand was raised, as was the need 
to integrate Aboriginal knowledge with 
science. Everyone left feeling positive 
and wanting more dialogue. At the end 
of the day, a number of TOs gave 
me hugs. One noted ‘yeah, the TOs 
and the conservationists need to work 
together. There is no one else!’. It was 
a wonderful day. We had indeed found 
common ground. Later a TO emailed 
me:

‘I was amazed and totally freaked 
out by the quality of people you had 
at the day which is a credit to you, as I 
normally don’t see people of that calibre 
in the same room at the one time. From 
the responses I got from the indigenous 
people it was another great aspect as 
they seem inspired in their own way by 
the day’.

We did tape the speakers and 
final session and will make CDs for 
later distribution at cost price. Those 
interested in obtaining one should email 
me at haywash@bigpond.com

Everyone there seemed to wish to 
continue the process of dialogue. So it 
may have taken a few years (and a fair bit 
of work!), but we did reach meaningful 
dialogue. Sure, it needs to continue - but 
it’s a damn good beginning! ■

Finding Common Ground
continued from page 6
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Elizabeth Elenius, Hon Secretary

I have recently returned from my 
first visit to the desert and semi-
desert regions of Western NSW, 
accompanied by my partner Mark 

Sceats, my sister, Ann Bowe and her 
husband David. We visited five national 
parks along the way – Cocoparra (near 
Griffith), Lake Mungo (north-east of 
Wentworth), Kinchega (west of Broken 
Hill), Mutawintji (north-east of Broken 
Hill) and the relatively new Paroo-Darling 
(north of White Cliffs) – all accomplished 
in our small Ford Focus sedan (no four-
wheel drive monster for us!).

Our first and foremost impression of 
the Murray-Darling Basin landscape is 
that it is stunningly beautiful and varied. 
The reds, greys and browns of the earth, 
the blue/green of the saltbush and the 
deep greens of the Cyprus trees created a 
mosaic of colour spread as far as the eye 
could see across the plains.

The second surprise was the utter 
resilience of the land, despite the 
relentless drought, the overgrazing and 
over harvesting of the water from the 
major water systems. That there was 
any life at all seemed amazing. We 
were advised that the soil is incredibly 
fertile given water, and that was borne 
out by the appalling spread of vineyards 
into the most arid of areas, even in 
Menindee. We had always thought that 
the main culprits in the water debate 
were the cotton and rice farmers, but I’m 
now convinced that the grapegrowers 
have a lot to answer for.

Cocoparra National Park
Whilst we had no guide, we were 

provided with helpful information from 
the NPWS office in Griffith, 30kms to 
the south. We chose the 3km Jack’s Creek 
Walk which takes in a scenic gorge and 
winds through a variety of vegetation 
communities from sheltered gullies to 
exposed ridges. The 8329ha park was 
established in 1969, very early in the 
life of the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service at the urging of CSIRO, the 
Fauna Protection Panel and the NPA 

amongst others. The approach to the 
steep gorge of folded red sedimentary 
rock (conglomerates and sandstone) 
was through a forest of quite tall white 
cypress, bimble box, ironbark, Blakely’s 
gum and yellow box, scattered along the 
dry creekbed. As we entered the gorge 
a large wedgetail eagle swooped down 
to check us out. The track took us to the 
top of the escarpment, winding through 
sparse mallee scrub, with scattered white 
and black cypress. There were a number 
of signs pointing out the various features 
along the track, including one which 
pointed out the degradation caused by the 
all too prevalent feral goats, which were 
the only animals we saw, apart from birds. 
As we descended back to the carpark, we 
were directed to a couple of lookouts 
from which we could look into the gorge 
and beyond to the dry plains stretching to 
the west, seemingly to infinity.

Mungo National Park
Mungo, of course, is the site of the 

discovery of Mungo Woman and Mungo 
Man which set the scientific world abuzz 
in the early 1970s. Since these discoveries 
over 133 burials have been unearthed, at 
least 44 of which have been dated as 
over 10,000 years old. Scientists are 
still debating various theories about the 
origins and spread of homo sapiens, with 
the “Out of Africa” and other theorists 
currently at loggerheads over the origins 
of the “hobbits” on the Island of Flores, 
and arguing the veracity of the “Seven 
Daughters of Eve” theories based on 
examination of mitochondrial DNA by 
Bryan Sykes. There is still much to learn 
and Mungo may hold the key to many of 
these questions.

At Mungo Lodge we were met by 
our Aboriginal guide, Graham, who 
accompanied us to the picnic tables 
close to the entrance to the walk to the 
famous Walls of China. Graham is a 

most impressive bloke who has worked 
with all the famous archaeologists, 
paleontologists and geomorphologists 
who have worked on various sites over 
the years, including Jim Bowler, Mike 
Barbetti and John Mulvaney. There 
continues to be great controversy as to 
the dates associated with the continuous 
occupation of the area. They range from 
60,000 years (Bowler) to around 25,000 
years (Mulvaney). Interestingly, Graham 
had formed his own view which he 
supported with interpretation of the 
evidence, that occupation began around 
45,000 years ago and gave an innovative 
account of the geomagnetic reversal, 
evidence for which has been found at 
Lake Mungo, and which was an important 
factor in it becoming a World Heritage 
site. Fairly recently, a series of human 
footprints have been unearthed and these 
will be publicised during a Back to 
Mungo Week in September which will 
be attended by many members of the 
scientific community, as well interested 
members of the public. Their location 
will be kept under wraps as there is a 
well-founded fear of vandalism. 

Kinchega National Park
We retraced our steps north to 

Pooncarie then proceeded to Menindee 
where we had planned on staying two 
nights. However, we found Menindee 
town and the motel (the only one in 
town) somewhat bleak (the one item 
of historical interest, the pub visited by 
Burke and Wills having burnt down the 
previous year) so managed to see all 
we wished over an afternoon and the 
following morning. The Darling River 
at Menindee is little more than a trickle, 
but attractively fringed with red gums. 
Kinchega was dedicated as a national 
park in 1967 and with the addition 

National Parks In 
The Western Division

continued on page 9

The reds, greys and browns of the earth, the blue/
green of the saltbush and the deep greens of the 
Cyprus trees created a mosaic of colour…
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of further properties now covers an 
area of approximately 44,000 ha. Not 
unexpectedly, most of the lakes were 
completely dry, but scenic nonetheless, 
with abundant vegetation (saltbush 
and other low scrub) and kangaroos, 
wallabies and euros. The contrast 
between the health of the land in the 
park, with that of the degradation of 
surrounding properties was stark. The 
highlight of our visit was the slow 
20 km early evening drive along the 
winding Darling River, through the red 
gum forest, dodging kangaroos every 
few metres from Emu Lake back to 
Menindee. Along the way we visited the 
Historic Kinchega Woolshed which was 
impressive in scale, but in the absence 
of anyone at the information centre we 
were unable to go inside, in contrast to 
the Mungo Woolshed.

Mutawintji National Park  
and Historic Site

Wayne, an Aboriginal guide 
and realted to Graham, was a mine 
of information about the plants, and 
their traditional uses and guided us 
first through a gully which is part of 
the Bynguano Ranges. The geology of 
the Historic site is of planar-bedded 
quartz sandstone, pebbly in places, 
and conglomerate. The eastern side 
of the valley of large well-exposed 
bedding planes was the preferred site 
for Aboriginal rock carvings known as 
“peckings”. The rocky gully was the 
site for “sacred men’s business” and the 
carvings differ from those around Sydney 
in that the shapes are infilled with small 
indentations made by chipping at the 
rock with a stone tool. On the western 
side of the valley are shallow caves on 
which are ochre hand stencils providing 
evidence of continuous occupation for 
at least 8,000 years. Unfortunately, 
earlier unaccompanied park visitors 
have caused some vandalism, but the 

major destroyer continues to be feral 
goats. In the valley are the remains of 
fireplaces, stone flakes and grinding 
stones brought into the area from Broken 
Hill and beyond through trading, over 
the millennia. The woodlands were 
dominated by white cypress, red box 
and belah (casuarina species) with the 
plains supporting mulga and saltbush. 
We lunched in the dry creekbed of Old 
Mutawintji Creek fringed with more 
magnificent River Red Gums before 
resuming our drive to White Cliffs.

Paroo-Darling National Park
We found that we were the first 

group to be taken around a yet-to-be-
established walking track from the 
new carpark across the dry lakebed, 
stopping at various “islands” which 
are in fact caused by the upwelling of 
water which in places breaks through 
the hard cappings of clay, almost like 
mini-volcanoes. The vegetation, some 
of it rare and endangered, around these 
small mound springs is adapted to the 
wetter conditions, with green grass and 
water bush providing a dash of colour 
in this otherwise desiccated landscape. 
Of course, these pools attract wildlife, 
in particular feral goats which were in 
abundance on our visit. In discussion 
with trainee Aboriginal guide, Gerald, 
we learned that the control of these 
pests is arranged by the NPWS through 
licensing nearby station workers who 
periodically round them up and ship 
them to an increasingly lucrative market, 
fetching around $37 per head. Our guides 
were of the view that this work could 
be undertaken by local Aborigines, not 
only providing avenues for much needed 
employment, but also a more rigorous 
control program, in contrast to the rather 
haphazard and infrequent forays that 
currently occur. It appears that the goats 
are entering the park from adjoining 
properties rather than the furphy put 
about by park opponents, that it happens 
the other way round. 

The western side of the lake 
comprised a low hill and outcrops of 
rock, again with “peckings” depicting 
animals, people, tools and weapons. 
Along the walk we found many tools, 
including spear heads, just lying on 
the ground. Of course, we carefully 
put them back. We were also shown 
ancient hearth sites and a scar tree. It is 
intended that the track will be open for 
self-conducted walks, and appropriately 

signed, but I fear that this strategy runs 
the risk of vandalism and desecration, 
as occurred at Mutawintje.

Summing Up
Whilst the staff at the various 

NPWS headquarters were friendly and 
helpful, we were disappointed at the 
lack of written information about the 
plants and animals within the parks. 
In particular, we were unable to obtain 
any books or leaflets which depicted 
the common trees and shrubs – all that 
the staff had were vegetation lists (no 
pictures) which didn’t help us identify 
the plants or their traditional uses. We 
got the impression that the views of 
the experienced Aboriginal guides were 
not being taken into account in park 
management, in particular with regard 
to feral goat control. We put forward 
the idea of turning goat roundups into 
an exciting visitor attraction, especially 
at Paroo-Darling where one can almost 
guarantee that goats will be at the water 
holes, but were dismissed out of hand. 
We have nothing but high praise for 
the professionalism of the Aboriginal 
guides who have a strong commitment 
to and deep knowledge about the parks 
they care for. If the budget for park 
maintenance was increased, there are 
significant employment opportunities for 
keen young indigenous men and women 
who otherwise may drift into the despair 
of idleness and dependency. ■

National Parks in the  
Western Division
continued from page 8

Not unexpectedly, 
most of the lakes were 
completely dry, but 
scenic nonetheless, with 
abundant vegetation…

Environmental 
abuse in Victoria
In a speech delivered on March 30th, 
protesting against 75 job losses in the 
Department of Sustainability and Envi-
ronment, Charlie Sherwin, Director of 
the Victorian NPA, listed the following 
environmental abuses in the state . 

Victoria has lost more native bush-
land than any other state in Australia, 
a country with an appalling record of 
land clearing and species extinction .

The State is second only to south-
west Australia in the threat that dry-
land salinity poses to ecosystems, 
agriculture and rural communities .

We are facing really big chal-
lenges in controlling weeds and pests 
right across Victoria .

Our rivers are in a parlous state .
Climate change is racing at us .
We already have some of the 

highest numbers of threatened spe-
cies in the country . We stand to lose a 
quarter of our bird species .

•

•

•

•
•
•
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by Keith Muir

WILDERNESS contributes to air and 
water quality, and maintenance of 
plant and animal diversity. It is also 
significant that nearly all fires in NSW 
have occurred outside wilderness areas 
and construction of more fire trails into 
these areas may very well increase the 
likelihood of illegal use by 4WDs, trail 
bikes and arsonists.

The following is a summary of the 
views of Milo Dunphy on wilderness 
fire management extracted from a 1994 
open letter to the then Premier John 
Fahey:

Environment groups strongly oppose 
fuel reduction in wilderness areas. Fire 
trail construction and fuel reduction 
should be carried out on adjacent 
lands or, where this is impracticable, 
these trails should be confined to 
the perimeter of the wilderness area. 
Fire trails constructed in wilderness 
contrary to this policy, during fire 
fighting operations, should be closed 
and rehabilitated immediately, following 
fire fighting operations.

The NPWS should also be funded to 
provide for increased aerial surveillance 
during fire danger periods and for 
the rapid deployment of fire fighting 
aircraft when necessary. Funds should 
also be provided to improve its capacity 
to deploy helicopter fire crews to tackle 
fires in wilderness areas and to increase 
its water bombing capacity.

The recently released Kanangra fire 
management strategy makes clear that 
wilderness management comes off 
second best to a program committed to 
increased burning. Fire bombing, using 
aerial incendiaries, is to be permitted. 
Remote plateaus, particularly those that 
haven’t been burnt for many years, 
will be burnt. The Gangerang and 
Boyd Plateau will almost certainly be 
slated for priority burning under this 

plan, as they are identified as being 
‘underburnt’.

Spokespersons for rural fire fighters 
during every fire emergency always point 
an accusing finger at journalists who 
confuse back burning with fuel hazard 
reduction burning. The draft Kanangra 
strategy confirms what many have 
suspected, that in certain circumstances 
fire suppression operations are used to 
burn off large areas of bush. 

The fire management strategy sets in 
place procedures that could be used to 
burn core wilderness in larger and larger 
strips that approaches the board acre 
burning of the bad old days. The draft 
plan states that during fire suppression 
activities ‘maximising the fire area in 
accordance with the requirements of 
any proposed prescribed burns’ can be 
undertaken if climatic circumstances 
permit. Such instructions in the strategy 
will be abused and could result in 
making the fire front larger, for no one 
knows what tomorrow’s weather could 
bring.

The NPWS has attempted to hold 
the line on constructing new roads, 
as priority is to be given to use of 
existing constructed containment lines 
and natural fire advantage areas (eg 
cliff lines). There is, however, little 
determination to limit use of earthmoving 
equipment during fire emergencies, 
and containment lines are only to be 
rehabilitated and stabilised ‘where 
practicable.’ Containment lines will be 
mapped so that they can be reused 
– meaning that many more ridgelines 
could be bulldozed and wilderness 
destroyed with every bushfire.

The fire strategy, which is in a large 
map format, has no doubt received 
little comment. It is unfortunate that 
fire management that threatens the 
Kanangra wilderness has received so 
little scrutiny and debate.

Fire Strategy for 
Kanangra-Boyd 

Wilderness

Fire danger from 
“unmanaged” 
national parks
In an article entitled as above in the 
June issue of Hut News, Chris Jonkers 
and Brian Marshall criticise an article 
in the Lithgow Mercury by the Volun-
teer Fire Fighter’s Association which 
emphasised the danger associated with 
“unmanaged” national parks . The Lith-
gow Mercury article follows the rejec-
tion of the Gardens of Stone Stage 2 
proposal by Lithgow Council (described 
in Bulletin 216) . The article implies 
that new parks should not be created 
when existing ones are inadequately 
managed . The Hut News article points 
out that fires in national parks in the 
Lithgow area were well contained, but 
fires which started on private property, 
Crown Land and Council property were 
not . Legislative changes in 2002 gave 
the Rural Fire Service authority to order 
all private, commercial and government 
owners or managers to conduct essen-
tial hazard reductions . Why hasn’t the 
Commissioner done so?
The Hut News article concludes that 
“Rural Fire Service volunteers tradi-
tionally criticise fire management by 
National Parks . Nevertheless, evidence 
in the Lithgow region suggests that 
the Voluntary Fire Fighter’s Associa-
tion’s concerns about the danger from 
‘unmanaged’ parks could be more 
usefully be directed towards improving 
fire management in the region’s State 
Forests” .

Kosciuszko The 
Mechanised “Park”
In 2003 the CSIRO predicted that the 
area of the Park that currently has at 
least 60 days of snow cover would 
shrink by 18 to 60 per cent by 2020 and 
by 38 to 96 per cent by 2050 .
In a desperate attempt to maintain 
the profit of the park’s resorts, special 
fence lines capture snow drifts. Two 
hundred and twenty snow guns have 
been installed and the $40 million cloud 
seeding trial is under way. Shopping 
centres, private real estate sales, a 
rumored casino, and other off snow 
facilities, are proposed to offset the 
decline in skiing.
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by Dane Wimbush

INTEGRATED logging can be defined 
as combined harvesting of sawlogs and 
pulp/woodchips, of which the latter 
comprise approximately 90% of the trees 
felled in integrated logging operations. 
The following points summarise the 
effects of this practice.

Biodiversity. In south-east 
Australia mature forests are complex 
biological systems. They are rich in 
plant species, ranging from mosses and 
ferns, many species of herbs and shrubs 
to mixtures of tree species, including 
a uniquely diverse assemblage of 
eucalypts. Similarly, animals range 
from tiny soil organisms through a 
myriad of insect and other invertebrate 
species to amphibians, reptiles, birds 
and mammals, the whole forming a 
network of interdependent organisms. 
The massive disturbance involved in 
integrated logging totally destroys this 
state of complex interaction, removing 
major elements and altering the very 
basis of soils and microclimates on 
which it depends. Years after integrated 
logging, trees may have regenerated, but 
habitat has not. The structure of herbs, 
understorey shrubs and trees of various 
species and ages ranging from seedlings 
to huge old giants with dead branches 
and hollows has been replaced by dense 
even-aged regrowth, often dominated by 
Silver-top Ash, which is the species best 
adapted to disturbance and fire. Little is 
known about the effects on invertebrates, 
but many observations on birds and 
mammals indicate a drastic reduction in 
the number of species present in these 
altered forests. Particularly affected 
are the tree-dwelling possums and 
gliders and the large owls that prey on 
them. The cycle of tree harvesting for 
woodchips can be as short as 15 years, 
and the estimated time for a eucalypt 
to develop nesting hollows is about 
150 years. Some habitat trees are left 
in logged areas but they are too few, 
isolated and vulnerable when stripped 
of their surrounding buffer.  

Soil Erosion. The practice of 
integrated logging produces a massive 
amount of soil disturbance. When 

1.

2.

combined with post-logging fire the 
soil surface is exposed to a degree 
that makes large scale sheet and gully 
erosion inevitable. The removal of the 
forest canopy allows high intensity rain 
to bombard the exposed soil and cause 
run-off loaded with silt.

Snig tracks and roading all 
contribute to the disturbance. 
Streamlines in and below logged 
areas have shown increased turbidity. 
Beds for streams and estuarine lakes 
in catchments with integrated logging 
are filling with sediment at a rate far 
exceeding that where the forests have 
remained relatively undisturbed.

Soil fertility. Integrated logging 
operations remove the litter from which 
recycling of nutrients by fungi, worms, 
insects and the like normally proceeds. 
Regrowth forest has consistently shown 
a decrease in vigour compared to the 
forest it replaces, implying a loss of 
fertility.

Water. The hydrology of forest 
ecosystems is profoundly altered by 
integrated logging. The removal 
of vegetative cover and litter lowers 
infiltration, thereby increasing surface 
run-off. This is further increased by 
heavy machinery compacting the 
soil.  Baring the soil surface causes 
evaporative losses in the upper layer, 
which forms a dry crust resistant to 
wetting. Catchment studies have shown 
that immediately after logging, discharge 
increases. At 4 years post logging, 
dense even-aged regrowth eucalypts 
use far more water than mature forest 
and discharge is reduced for many 
years. Given the dependence of coastal 
communities on hinterland catchments 
for water, this aspect of integrated 
logging has significant implications for 
the maintenance of water supplies.

Aesthetic, wilderness and 
recreational value. The aesthetic 
impact of integrated logging immediately 
following harvesting is devastating and 
for many years afterwards the monotony 
of even-aged regrowth and lack of 
diversity detract from the enjoyment 
of the forest by recreational users. The 
effect on wilderness values is self-
evident. ■

3.

4.

5.

6.

A brief summary of the case 
against ‘integrated logging’ 
for woodchips.

Persistence 
persuades
Dogged single-minded determination 
and persistence can bring about and 
maintain a momentum of interest . 
Multi-focus organisations have their 
attention dissipated… It’s persistence 
that governments find difficult to with-
stand .
Aiila Kito AO, President of the 
Rainforest Conservation in 
Queensland, quoted in Christine 
Williams’ book Green Power, (in 
which Colong doesn’t rate).

No Horses In 
Queensland National 
Parks
In the September 1994 Colong Bulletin 
Milo Dunphy wrote:
“A horse with its rider and saddle, 
weighs on average over 500 kilograms 
– over seven times heavier than the 
average pedestrian. Horses are steel 
shod and their weight comes down on 
a relatively small impact area. When 
a horse trots, canters or gallops its 
impact on the ground is increased. 
The writer once watched a rider gallop 
his horse down a subalpine sward at 
Omeo Flat in the Pilot Wilderness Area 
of Kosciusko National Park. Examina-
tion afterwards showed that almost 
every hoof had clipped out a section 
of turf. In Ku-ring-gai Chase National 
Park, at the Terrey Hills end, the Sandy 
Kooyong horse trail was cut three feet 
deep by horses in 5-6 years.
There are similar excavations in Gar-
rigal National Park near Linden Avenue 
and at Oxford Falls.
In 1986 in the McCarrs Creek area 
of Ku-ring-gai Chase there were 50-
80 authorised bridal trails in 5 square 
kilometres, including many erosion 
trenches up to your knees.
This sort of damage is too expensive 
to attempt to repair. Recently the NSW 
National Parks and Wildlife Service 
spent $68,000 to repair 6 Kilometres of 
track in Ku-ring-gai Chase.”
In Queensland over 5,000 km of 
horseriding trails in forestry lands are 
proposed . Although, as Duffy Masters, 
Acting President of the National Parks 
Association of Queensland, has stated, 
these trails will cater adequately for 
riders, they are pressing for entry to 
parks . Horse riding is currently prohib-
ited in Queensland national parks .
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by Brian Marshall

On April �0th Alex Colley wrote to 
Dr Brian Marshall, geologist, President 
of the Blue Mountains Conservation 
Society, asking his opinion as to why 
Newnes Plateau was being mined when 
there were billions of tonnes of sand 
in the Sydney Basin, stretching from 
Narrabri to Nowra and probably even 
more offshore. His reply, reproduced 
below, confirms Colong’s view that 
the place to mine sand is offshore. We 
believe that washing cost and transport 
of offshore sand would not be a concern 
and an environmentally appropriate 
washing site could be located in Sydney.

The main things that companies 
looks for in a sand deposit are an 
appropriately graded size distribution, 
shape of grains (not too irregular and 
not too smooth), mineralogy (no easily 
weathered components or differential 
hardness), extractability (no or minimal 
crushing), cleanliness (no unpleasant 
impurities or bi-products), amount of 
washing needed, quantity to justify large 
equipment investment and large scale 
operation, site characteristics (level - 
initially!), transport access, proximity 
to consumption site and the political 
imperative.

The sand in situ can be as dunes, 
estuarine accumulations, offshore 
accumulations, and deeply weathered 
rock. And of course there are crushed 
rock and recycling products, these being 
less favoured because of the associated 
costs of treatment.

Newnes has zones of deeply 
weathered sandstone along certain old 
fracture systems, that probably focused 
watercourses and further exacerbated 
weathering. The area is not one in 
which the sand deposit exists as a 
uniform blanket waiting to be scraped 
up. Exploration is needed to delineate 
the favourable zones. Ron Goldbery (a 
member of the group that has been 
granted the Newnes Junction DA for 
sand and kaolin by Sartor) believes that 
he has identified such a ‘channel’. 

The usually cited report by Simon 
Pecover only shows the region in which 
a sand resource might exist. The majority 
of Newnes, even though there are 

relatively young shallow surficial sand 
accumulations over much of the higher 
ground, lacks the depth of weathering 
to justify a deep sand pit; and even the 
present government would not sanction 
clearing all the high ground and just 
scraping the shallow accumulations 
together!

Newnes sand has the right grading 
curve, is easily accessible (near the Bells 
Line of Road and railway – at least in the 
southern area near Clarence and existing 
workings), requires no to minor crushing, 
is relatively clean and easily washed, and 
has relatively few ‘nasties’. It is also 
not too distant from the ever-expanding 
developments in western regions of 
greater Sydney, so the transport costs 
are deemed ‘acceptable’ although Boral 
would much rather have the deposits at 
Kurrajong Heights or Glenbrook! 

Why are these conditions of 
weathering not found throughout the 
Sydney Basin? My belief is that the deep 
weathering started in the late Tertiary or 
early Quaternary and was exacerbated 
during the Pleistocene. It is preserved in 
the high remnant areas that have since 
undergone relatively little erosion, other 
than where the present river systems 
have incised their gorges. Newnes 
Plateau is classically such a remnant 
landform at ~1100m. Pleistocene sand 
dunes on Newnes Plateau show that there 
was already deeply weathered surficial 
sand that was swept into concentrations 
under cold desert conditions (rather like 
some of the cold dry valleys currently 
existing in Antarctica). Some of 
the other areas (e.g. Somersby) with 
similar but not necessarily the same 
characteristics (involve Hawkesbury 
Sst rather than Narrabeen Sst) are also 
being investigated by planning under the 
Sydney Construction Materials Strategy 
(SCMS). Newnes is not the only area 
under threat.

My own belief is that the Government 
should go offshore for its main supplies. 
There are massive known accumulations 
well offshore and deeper than the current 
wave-base. Yes, there is a washing cost 
(salt), but the volume of sand is enormous 
and there can be great economies of scale 
in such an operation. Inevitably, there 
are questions about the washing site and 
truck movements through Sydney, and 

there is the spectre of beaches washing 
out to sea; this should not happen if the 
deposit is below the current wave base 
and sea level is actually rising, yet scare 
mongering is hard to counteract. 

Craig Knowles was totally opposed to 
the offshore solution and the Government 
is now opting for political subterfuge and 
expediency. If Minister Sartor approves 
the DAs in the pipeline prior to the start 
of the SCMS, Sydney will have enough 
sand reserves for the reasonable future 
(measured in Government life spans). In 
such circumstances, the SCMS becomes 
an irrelevance – a theoretical exercise 
in preserving the environment, after 
construction industry objectives have 
already been met!

It is disappointing that the SCMS 
process has been interfered with, 
because we felt that environmental 
progress was being made in the context 
of preservation of Newnes Plateau. 
The strategy would have evaluated the 
strengths and weaknesses of each of the 
investigated regions and would ultimately 
have developed some recommendations 
that, although not pleasing everyone, 
would have involved relatively pain-free 
compromises. 

I hope that I have dealt with some 
aspects of your question. Newnes is 
just one of ~6 onshore locations, but 
none of the others have the tremendous 
heritage values that characterise Newnes 
Plateau and the Western Escarpment; no 
doubt locals from the other areas might 
disagree. My solution for what it is worth 
is to: (a) look at offshore and estuarine 
resources; (b) focus more strongly on 
recycling as most modern buildings are 
designed, with demolition in mind, to have 
a short life; (c) implement a Government 
controlled pricing policy such that the 
transport advantage of near-Sydney sand 
resources is negated, and things such as 
crushed rock, recycled product and more 
distant resources become economically 
more attractive. Business always goes 
for the cheapest solution to maximise 
profit. Don’t blame them, just change the 
parameters so that the viability of Newnes 
becomes less attractive – this is achievable 
through pricing policy, but it can also be 
achieved through rigorous (and hopefully 
unacceptable!) consent conditions that 
properly protect the environment. ■

There Is Sand In Other Places


