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THE	 Fifth	 National	 Wilderness	
Conference,	hosted	by	the	Colong	
Foundation	 at	 University	 of	
Technology	Sydney	from	the	8th	to	

10th	September	issued	a	resounding	vote	
of	confidence	in	wilderness	and	its	future.	
Attended	 by	 conservationists	 from	 most	
States	and	Territories	it	brought	together	
the	 national	 defenders	 of	 wilderness	 for	
the	 first	 time	 in	many	years	 (the	Fourth	
National	Conference	was	held	in	1993).

The	overarching	aim	of	the	wilderness	
movement	 remains	 the	 securing	 of	 an	
expanded	 national	 wilderness	 system	
and	 the	 presentations	 and	 discussions	
demonstrated	that	the	support	for	this	is	as	
strong	as	ever.	The	other	dominant	theme	
of	 the	 Conference	 dialogue	 concerned	
the	contribution	wilderness	can	make	 to	

the	imperative	goal	of	a	move	to	a	truly	
sustainable	society.

By	design	half	of	the	Conference	was	
given	 over	 to	 discussions	 in	 workshops	
and	 the	 plenary	 session	 considered	 the	
following	 topics:	 how	 best	 to	 promote	
the	 benefits	 of	 wilderness	 in	 the	
wider	 community;	 the	 priority	 actions	
needed	 to	 overcome	 obstacles	 and	 take	
advantage	of	 opportunities	 in	 advancing	
wilderness	 protection	 across	 Australia;	
and	actions	for	overcoming	management	
and	philosophical	difficulties	concerning	
wilderness.	

The	 Chair	 of	 the	 Colong	 Foundation	
Board,	 Pat	 Thompson,	 opened	 the	
Conference	 and	 read	 a	 Welcome	 to	
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When considering a problem as 
large as the degradation of the 
global environment, it is easy to feel 
overwhelmed, utterly helpless to 
effect any change whatsoever . But we 
must resist that response, because 
this crisis will be resolved only if 
individuals take some responsibility 
for it . By educating ourselves and 
others, by doing our part to minimise 
our use and waste of resources, by 
becoming more active politically and 
demanding change – in these ways 
and many others, each one of us can 
make a difference .
Al Gore in the conclusion of his 
book Earth in the Balance.
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Country	 and	 a	 message	 from	 David	
King	 to	 the	 Conference	 on	 behalf	 of	
the	Gundungurra	Tribal	Council	and	the	
Gundungurra	 People	 with	 full	 respect	
and	 acknowledgement	 to	 the	 Cadigal	
clan	who	are	Traditional	Owners	of	 the	
Sydney	Region.	The	Conference	got	off	
to	 a	 good	 start	 on	 the	 Friday	 evening	
with	 a	 welcome	 from	 Graham	 West,	
representing	 the	 state	 government	 who	
presented	 a	 stirring	 speech	 in	 support	
of	 wilderness.	An	 inspirational	 keynote	
address	followed	by	Helen	Gee.	Helen	set	
the	tone	for	the	remainder	of	the	meeting	
by	imploring	wilderness	conservationists	
to	hold	fast	to	their	dreams.

She	 was	 followed	 on	 the	 Saturday	
by	 two	 more	 Tasmanians,	 Bob	 Brown	
and	 Jamie	 Kirkpatrick,	 speaking	
about	 the	 values	 of	 wilderness.	 Then	
the	 current	 situation	 with	 wilderness	
protection	 in	 Northern	 and	 Southern	

Australia	 was	 described	 by	 Keith	 Muir	
and	 Geoff	 Law	 of	 The	 Wilderness	
Society	(TWS)	respectively.	On	Sunday	
Virginia	 Young	 explained	 the	 TWS	
‘Wild	 Country	 Program’	 and	 Haydn	
Washington	 presented	 the	 results	 of	 his	
ground	 breaking	 research.	 Into	 untying	
the	 philosophical,	 cultural,	 justice	 and	
exploitation	knots	which	act	as	a	barrier	
to	 progress	 in	 wilderness	 conservation.	
Finally,	Peter	Prineas	presented	a	paper	
on	progress	and	prospects	for	‘A	National	
Wilderness	System’.

In	 the	 plenary	 after	 a	 summation	
of	 the	 outcome	 of	 the	 workshop	
recommendations	 the	 Chair,	 Peter	
Thompson,	 led	 the	 delegates	 through	 a	
participatory	 exercise	 which	 drew	 out	
some	 final	 thoughts	 of	 the	 delegates	
on	 future	 actions.	 The	 Conference	
recommendations	 arising	 from	 the	
workshops	 and	 the	 plenary	 were	
combined	 by	 Geoff	 Mosley	 and	 Ian	
Brown	 into	 a	 ‘Wilderness	 Plan	 of	
Action’.	 It	was	agreed	 that	 it	was	up	 to	
all	with	an	interest	in	wilderness	to	play	
a	part	in	implementing	this	plan.

Copies	 of	 the	 Conference	 papers,	
the	 Conference	 summation	 and	
recommendations	 (the	 Wilderness	 Plan	
of	 Action)	 as	 well	 as	 details	 of	 the	
companion	 book	 to	 the	 Conference	 -	
Celebrating Wilderness can	be	accessed	
on	 the	 Colong	 Foundation	 website	 –	
www.colongwilderness.org.au	■

Fifth National Wilderness 
Conference
continued from page 1

left: Dr Geoff Mosley ensured the fifth 
National Wilderness Conference was a 

success (Photo: DaviD brazil)

beloW: Dr bob brown inspired the 
conference with his wilderness 
experiences (Photo: WyN joNes)

Budget surplus 
boosted
The Federal Government grant to the 
NPA has been reduced from $10,000 
to $5,000, thus contributing to the $12 
billion budget surplus . The surplus 
was further boosted by the withdrawal 
of funding from the Cooperative 
Research Centre . 
As Vicki Collins wrote in the Canberra 
review of 27 .7 .06:
it’s gone unnoticed by the general 
population that the aNU based Coop-
erative research Centre (CrC) for 
Greenhouse accounting has quietly 
dissipated like so much ozone. but 
it is an enormous loss to Canberra 
industry, and research science nation-
ally, that its scientists predict will be 
sorely felt in coming years. During 
the past seven years, the CrC for 
Greenhouse accounting has hosted 
an extensive program of, at times 
groundbreaking, research. it was 
also a key teaching centre, having 
attracted and trained more than 30 
promising undergraduates. the CrC 
for Greenhouse accounting was 
unsuccessful in its bid for funding in 
the 2006 round – mostly because it 
was unable to demonstrate strong 
commercial outcomes, said deputy 
Cio helen King.
Perhaps that’s Colong’s trouble – we 
don’t generate enough commercial 
outcomes .

We must save water
Water is the topic of the decade . 
While our North Queensland mem-
bers absorb record rains and wild 
storms, the south east is drying up 
at an alarming rate . And what has 
been the state government response? 
Whack in a few dams and bury what 
little riparian habitat we have left . 
Wrong response . Yes, Australia is a 
dry continent but that is not the only 
challenge: we in the urban majority 
are profligate wasters of water . We 
must take responsibility for reducing 
our water usage right now . 
Alan Barton, President WPSQ, 
Annual Report 2006

Meeting Dates 
Meetings will be held at our office 
on Level 2, Fortuna House, 332 
Pitt Street, at 2pm on Thursday 9 
November, Thursday 14 December 
and Thursday 11 January.
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by Keith Muir

A	two	week	holiday	in	outback	
NSW	with	Andrew	Cox	had	
as	 its	 ulterior	 motive	 the	
examination	 of	 arid	 land	

national	 parks	 for	 potential	 wilderness	
reservation.	 There	 was	 plenty	 of	
time	 to	 reflect	 on	 whether	 wilderness	
management	 would	 work	 out	 there	 on	
the	3600	kilometre	circuit	from	Sydney.	
I	 can	 tell	 you	 that	 you	 don’t	 need	 to	
leave	NSW	to	see	another	country,	just	
push	on	-	outback	-	beyond	Burke.

Gunderbooka	National	Park,	100	km	
south-west	 of	 Bourke,	 was	 created	 in	
1996	 by	 Pam	Allan,	 then	 Minister	 for	
the	Environment,	and	part	of	Bob	Carr’s	
1995	election	promise	of	24	new	parks.	
It	 was	 the	 first	 park	 we	 visited	 and	
at	 63,000	 hectares	 it	 is	 big	 enough	 to	
contain	 a	 large	 wilderness,	 although	
the	 Kings	 Cross–Corella	 Tank	 Road	
bisects	it.	

Mount	 Gunderbooka	 is	 the	 obvious	
destination	for	any	respectable	bushwalker	
to	 this	 park,	 after	 gaining	 permission	
from	the	National	Parks	Office	in	Bourke	
(as	bushwalking	 is	by	permit	only).	We	
each	 lugged	 packs	 containing	 12	 litres	
of	 water	 up	 the	 Mountain	 to	 enjoy	 the	
splendors	of	a	‘high	camp’	–	the	fantastic	
sunsets,	 sunrises,	 and	 spectacular	 night	
sky.	 Bushwalking	 outback	 you	 get	 to	
know	that	you’re	a	very	water	dependent	
animal.

Gunderbooka	 certainly	 is	 a	 well	
managed	 park.	 The	 road	 access	 is	 to	
specific	 points,	 without	 dreadful	 loop	
roads	 that	 have	 turned	 parks	 like	 the	
Deua	 on	 the	 far	 south	 coast	 into	 a	
circus	 of	 4WD	 vehicles.	As	 with	 Sturt	
National	Park,	an	old	shearers	quarters	
and	 cottage	 have	 been	 converted	 for	
accommodation	purposes	for	those	who	
do	 not	 want	 to	 camp	 and	 there	 is	 a	
small	 camping	 ground	 at	 Dry	 Tank.	
Another	 major	 camp	 is	 planned	 on	
the	 Darling	 River	 off	 the	 Bourke	 to	

Louth	 Road.	 A	 wilderness	 reservation	
for	 Gunderbooka	 National	 Park	 would	
prevent	 road	 network	 schemes	 linking	
park	attractions	and	other	public	roads,	
creating	a	maze	of	roads.	

The	next	park	visited	was	the	Paroo	
Darling	National	Park,	 located	300	km	
southwest	 of	 Bourke.	 It	 is	 really	 a	
park	 in	 progress,	 as	 it	 consists	 of	 six	
parts.	 Key	 features	 of	 the	 park	 are	
Peery	 Lake	 and	 the	 mound	 springs	 at	
the	 northern	 end	 of	 the	 lake.	 This	 is	
a	 very	 vulnerable	 area	 that	 could	 be	
destroyed	by	off	road	vehicle	use.	One	
fool	in	a	4WD	vehicle	could	destroy	the	
mound	springs,	although	wood	bollards	
have	 been	 installed	 to	 discourage	 such	
activity.	Goats	are	also	a	major	problem	
in	the	park,	and	these	pests	are	attracted	
to	 the	 springs.	 Another	 problem	 is	
that	 an	 upstream	 neighbour	 has	 dug	 a	
diversion	 channel,	 so	 floods	 moving	
down	 the	 Paroo	 River	 may	 not	 reach	
Peery	 Lake	 and	 initiate	 the	 prolific	
abundance	of	wildlife	that	a	large	body	
of	water	attracts.	

A	 wilderness	 proposal	 exists	
for	 this	 area,	 but	 only	 those	 parts	

within	 existing	 national	 park	 could	
be	 declared.	 Nomination	 of	 the	 entire	
initial	 proposal	 could	 influence	 future	
acquisition	 programs	 and	 would	 no	
doubt	 generate	 debate.	 The	 existing	
park,	scattered	as	it	is,	flags	the	future	
intention	 to	 create	 a	 very	 large	 park	
in	 the	 area.	 A	 wilderness	 nomination	
would	 ensure	 wilderness	 values	 are	
considered	 by	 park	 managers,	 who	
may	 otherwise	 establish	 a	 network	 of	
roads	 through	 what	 could	 otherwise	
become	a	core	wilderness	area.

Sturt	National	Park,	is	the	oldest	park	
in	 outback	 NSW	 and	 was	 created	 by	
the	 Foundation	 for	 National	 Parks	 and	
Wildlife’s	 acquisition	 of	 Mount	 Wood	
Station	in	1974.	It	is	now	about	340,000	
hectares	 in	 size	 and	 certainly	 contains	
large	wilderness	areas.	

The	 park	 is	 badly	 cut	 up	 by	 four	
redundant	 traveling	 stock	 routes,	 the	
Moomba	–	Sydney	natural	gas	pipeline	
and	several	roads.	A	4WD	vehicle	park	
road	more	or	less	cuts	the	park	from	east	
to	west.	These	existing	easements	limit	
the	 extent	 of	 contiguous	 wilderness	 in	
the	 park.	 Most	 of	 the	 time	 there	 is	 no	
surface	 water	 in	 this	 park.	There	 is	 an	
active	debate	on	whether	to	retain	some	
of	 the	 artificial	watering	points	 (tanks)	
to	ensure	wildlife	does	not	die	out.	Such	
a	policy	is	contrary	to	current	wilderness	
and	 wildlife	 practice	 but	 may	 be	 a	
necessary	 response	 to	 climate	 change.	
All	 that	said,	Sturt	 is	a	wonderful	park	
with	 significant	 wilderness	 values	 that	
merit	 protection.	To	 call	 the	 landscape	
a	 semi-desert	 is	 to	 lie	 on	 the	 side	 of	
generosity.	It	is	an	awe	inspiring	desert	
landscape	that	must	be	approached	with	
great	 respect	 by	 any	 wanting	 to	 walk	
there.

Nocoleche	 Nature	 Reserve	 was	 the	
last	arid	land	reserve	visited	and	contains	
significant	 wilderness.	 Access	 to	 the	
nature	 reserve	 is	 limited	 to	 scientists	

Thoughts on Wilderness 
Management for parks in 

the NSW Outback 

continued on page �

andrew Cox surveys bennets Gorge in 
Gunderbooka National Park
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and	bird	watching	enthusiasts	with	prior	
approval	from	the	Parks	Office	in	Bourke.	
It	is	an	area	of	active	scientific	research	
and	the	Paroo,	the	only	unregulated	river	
in	western	NSW	flows	through	it	on	its	
way	to	the	Paroo	Darling	National	Park.	
Wilderness	 reservation	 of	 this	 nature	
reserve	 would	 probably	 not	 materially	
alter	 any	 existing	 management	 very	
much,	 but	 would	 no	 doubt	 infuriate	
scientists	who	would	have	to	then	justify	
their	research	against	wilderness	criteria.

Tourism	 can	 be	 a	 saviour	 of	 the	
NSW	Outback	as	the	extended	droughts	
brought	 on	 by	 climate	 change	 will	
continue	 to	 devastate	 the	 pastoral	
industry.	Pastoralism	just	can’t	hold	on.	
In	 this	 context	 wilderness	 reservation	
may	 ensure	 that	 large	 natural	 areas	
remain	 intact.	 Without	 proper	
management	 the	 wilderness	 areas	 in	
the	parks	of	outback	NSW	are	likely	to	
be	 eroded	 by	 road	 and	 visitor	 facility	

development,	 perhaps	 established	 with	
money	 thrown	 at	 drought	 relief	 by	
politicians	of	all	kinds.	One	thing	about	
the	outback	 is	 space,	 there	 is	plenty	of	
it,	and	wilderness	has	its	role	in	ensuring	
space	 does	 not	 become	 theme-parked.	
Awe	inspiring	space	requires	wilderness	
management.	

There	are,	however,	few	environment	
groups	 out	 west	 to	 advise	 the	 Colong	
Foundation	 on	 appropriate	 wilderness	
boundaries.	For	 this	 reason	 the	Colong	
Foundation	 intends	 to	 consult	 the	Park	
Service	 on	 wilderness	 boundaries	
before	 making	 any	 formal	 wilderness	
nominations	in	western	NSW.	■

Thoughts on Wilderness 
Management
continued from page �

Keith Muir, sturt National Park

In	wilderness	we	see,	we	feel	and	smell
Life	as	it	was,	as	it	is:	whole	and	well,
Undisturbed	by	technology –
Rampant,	a	rage	–
That	powerful	feature
Of	our	age.

This	land	was	managed
Through	kinship	and	lore,
By	Aboriginal	elders,
For	aeons	before;
They	lived	with	the	country,	
But	changed	it	as	well;
Their	dreamtime	embodies
Our	heaven	and	hell.	

Wilderness
We	need	it	to	judge		
The	damage	we	do;
Need	it	to	keep	
The	animals	too.
We	have	it	to	find
Many	plants	undisturbed;
We	love	just	to	visit
Land	unperturbed.

Wilderness
Lets	snap	it	in	pictures	
We	treasure	and	save;

Lets	keep	it	in	mind	
As	memories	we	crave.
Lets	map	it	as	graphics
Which	show	every	part;
Describe	it	in	poems,
In	paintings,	in	art.	

Take	nothing	but	photos
When	wandering	therein.	
Leave nothing but footprints.	
There	won’t	be	a	bin!	
Though	packs	may	be	full	
As	you	carry	them	in,
Just	follow	that	rule
So	wildness	can	win!

Don’t	let	the	weeds	flourish!
Make	sure	we	don’t	nourish
The	plants	we	import,
But	bring	them	up	short.	

Wilderness
Today	as	custodians	
We	all	should	unite
To	keep	such	land	sacred,
Protected,	all	right.	

Lets	study	it,	
Manage	and	save	it	now;

Protect	it	from	feral	
Fox,	horse	and	cow.	
	
Don’t	set	it	alight,
But	keep	it	from	harm
When	the	tinder	is	dry
And	the	weather	is	warm.	

Be	careful	our	love
Doesn’t	kill	it!	Instead,
We need it to be there
Long after we’re dead!

Dierk von Behrens

Gratefully	acknowledging	helpful	
comments	by	attendees	and	friends,	
including	Anne	Reeves	from	NPA	
NSW,	Keith	Thomas	from	Nature	
and	Society	Forum,	and	my	wife,	
Rosemary	von	Behrens.
Fifth	National	Wilderness	Conference,	
Sydney,	Australia
9	–	10	September	2006

(Please help refine this draft through 
further suggestions for addition, 
amendment, deletion and forward these 
to vbehrens@grapevine.net.au)

Wilderness
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by Doug Benson  
Botanic Gardens Trust 

21st September 2006

THE	 following	 is	 a	 brief	
assessment	 of	 some	 aspects	
of	 the	 botanical/ecological	
significance	 of	 the	 Newnes	

Plateau	vegetation	based	mainly	on	my	
experience	 in	1980s	during	vegetation	
mapping	of	the	area	(Benson	and	Keith,	
1990),	 and	 occasional	 subsequent	
visits.

Physiography
The	 Newnes	 Plateau	 is	 the	 highest	

area	 of	 the	 Triassic	 sandstones	 in	 the	
Blue	 Mountain	 and	 ranges	 from	 1000	
to	 1200m	 high,	 with	 limited	 areas	
above	 1100m.	 The	 areas	 are	 cold,	
cold	 enough	 for	 areas	 of	 Snow	 Gum	
Woodland.	Rainfall	 is	about	900-1000	
mm	 pa	 with	 highest	 rainfall	 at	 the	
Clarence	end.

Biodiversity
The	 main	 vegetation	 is	 Sydney	

montane	 sclerophyll	 forest	 described	
by	 Keith	 (2004),	 (Eucalyptus dives 
E. pauciflora E. oreades)	 with	 a	
shrub	 understorey	 and	 groundcover	
of	 prostrate	 shrubs	 and	 sclerophyll	
sedges.	There	are	also	extensive	areas	
of	heath	and	mallee	areas,	 (the	 largest	
areas	 of	 heath	 in	 the	 western	 Blue	
Mountains	according	to	Wilkinson	et	al	
2006).	There	are	also	Newnes	Plateau	
sedgeswamps,	listed	as	an	Endangered	
Ecological	Community	under	the	NSW 
Threatened Species Conservation Act.

The	 Newnes	 Plateau	 area	 includes	
a	 high	 number	 of	 rare	 plant	 species	
(a	 provisional	 list	 is	 below).	 The	
reasons	 for	 the	 high	 numbers	 of	 rare	
plant	 species	 may	 be	 that	 the	 area	
functioned	 as	 a	 refugial	 area	 during	
past	 drier	 periods.	 The	 high	 number	
of	prostrate	plants	could	possibly	have	
their	 origins	 in	 glacial	 times	 (20	 000	
years	bp)	when	there	was	a	more	open	
shrubland,	 subsequently	 invaded	 by	
eucalypts,	 particularly	 the	 southern	
end	 towards	 Clarence	 where	 rainfall	
is	 probably	 higher,	 and	 plateau	 soils	
deeper.

List of significant Newnes Plateau 
plant species (not complete)

Sydney	Montane	sclerophyll	forest
Persoonia hindii; Isopogon 

prostrates; Banksia penicillata; 
Micromyrtus sessilis prostrate form

Newnes	Plateau	sedgeswamps
Boronia deanei; Dillwynia stipulifera; 

Olearia quercifolia; Celmisia longifolia; 
Notochloe microdon

Heath	and	mallee
Eucalyptus gregsoniana heathy 

balds; Eucalyptus laophila pagodas; 
Dianella sp nov

Future climate change refugia
Apart	 from	 biodiversity	 I	 think	 the	

area	 is	 ecologically	 significant	 as	 the	
highest	and	coldest	part	of	an	elevational	
sequence	 of	 sclerophyll	 forests	 and	
woodland	 habitats	 directly	 contiguous	
with	 the	 Wollemi	 Wilderness	 and	
GBMWH	area.	

The	importance	of	maintaining	intact	
natural	 landscapes	 with	 substantial	
gradients	 of	 temperature	 and	 rainfall	
will	 be	 particularly	 significant	 in	 the	
context	of	future	climate	change,	which	
is	likely	to	result	in	higher	temperatures	
and	lower	rainfall.	The	Newnes	Plateau,	
with	 its	 higher	 elevations,	 regionally	
lower	 temperatures	and	higher	 rainfall,	
but	 with	 generally	 similar	 soil	 and	
nutrient	 conditions	 to	 the	 surrounding	
landscapes,	is	positioned	at	the	mesic	end	
of	the	temperature/moisture	gradient.	Its	

■

■

■

vegetation	 communities	 and	 habitats	
are	 likely	 to	be	part	of	a	 future	natural	
refuge	area,	allowing	 local	populations	
of	 species	 which	 are	 depleted,	 or	 die	
out	in	the	drier	conditions	elsewhere,	to	
persist	there.	

Additionally,	 provided	 that	 all	 the	
natural	 stages	 and	 links	 along	 the	
gradients	 are	 maintained,	 (as	 should	
be	 possible	 in	 large	 scale	 conservation	
areas),	 natural	movement	of	 fauna	 and	
mobile	 plant	 species	 (eg	 by	 seed)	 will	
take	place,	allowing	natural	adjustment	
to	 the	 changing	 climate	 conditions.	
The	 limited	high	elevation	areas	 in	 the	
GBMWH	 Area,	 and	 the	 adjoining	 the	
Newnes	 Plateau,	 are	 likely	 to	 be	 very	
important	 components	 for	 the	 survival	
much	of	the	biodiversity	of	the	broader	
landscapes,	and	need	 to	be	particularly	
protected.

Current condition of Newnes Plateau 
vegetation  

While	 many	 areas	 of	 the	 Newnes	
Plateau	 have	 been	 damaged	 in	 the	
past,	 much	 of	 these	 areas	 can	 be	
rehabilitated.	The	main	past	uses	of	the	
plateau	 have	 been	 mainly	 by	 Forestry,	
and	 the	 major	 impact	 has	 been	 the	
clearing	for	pine	plantations.	Important	
Newnes	 Plateau	 Swamps,	 however,	
have	survived	in	many	of	the	plantation	
areas,	and	development	of	larger	buffer	

Botanical /Ecological significance 
of the Newnes Plateau

the windswept montane heathlands near the lost City are a treasure trove of rare plants.

continued on page 6
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by Keith Muir

IN	 1984,	 as	 an	 idealistic	
environmentalist	 fresh	 from	 the	
wilds	 of	 the	 Northern	 Territory	 I	
turned	up	to	volunteer	for	the	Total	

Environment	Centre.	
Milo	 Dunphy	 suggested	 I	 work	

on	 stopping	 the	 urban	 sprawl	 that	
threatened	 to	 choke	 Royal	 National	
Park	and	link	Sydney	with	Wollongong.	
If	there	ever	was	an	exciting	campaign,	
this	was	 it.	 It	was	a	political	education	
that	 opened	 the	 eyes	 of	 a	 fairly	 spoilt	
middle	class	doctor’s	son	whose	 ideals	
of	 public	 service	 were	 shattered	 by	
some	dodgy	doings	in	the	Territory,	his	
own	included.

What	fun	the	Friends	of	the	Hacking	
River	 were,	 with	 its	 marginal	 seat	
election	 campaign,	 outrageous	 leaflets,	
brochures	and	bumper	stickers	and	slide	
shows.	 I	 prepared	 a	 reserve	 proposal	
report	 of	 which	 I	 was	 immensely	
proud,	 which	 had	 brilliant	 maps	 and	
illustrations	 drawn	 by	 Bill	 Brennan,	
architect	and	artist.

The	 experience	 of	 working	 toward	
such	an	idealistic	ends,	with	such	local	
conservation	scions	as	Tim	Tapsell,	and	
Jim	 and	 Jenny	 Donohue	 was	 a	 simple	
joy.	It	was	the	best	practical	experience	
I	 could	 ever	 have	 had.	 A	 Garawarra	
State	Conservation	Area	was	dedicated	
in	 1988,	 the	 bicentennial	 year,	 but	 it	
took	another	ten	years	to	stop	the	urban	
sprawl,	 or	 perhaps	 we	 have	 only	 held	
it	 in	 check	 for	 two	 decades,	 for	 who	
knows	what	the	future	will	bring.	

Returning	to	Helensburgh	this	spring	
I	 walked	 the	 Burgh	Track.	The	 forests	
of	 Wilsons	 Creek	 were	 wonderful	 and	
hearing	prolific	numbers	of	frogs	in	the	
Hacking	River	meant	its	environmental	
health	had	returned.	The	Garawarra	was	
and	is	an	obvious	addition	to	the	national	
park.	 It	 was	 created	 over	 an	 existing	
coal	mine,	Metropolitan	Colliery	below	
Helensburgh	and	its	reservation	doubled	
the	 area	 of	 protected	 rainforest	 in	 the	
Hacking	 River	 catchment.	 There	 were	
many	significant	advances	in	catchment	

management	as	a	result	of	this	campaign,	
including	 better	 sewage	 reticulation,	
collection	of	seepage	from	the	garbage	
dump,	curtailment	of	the	sanitary	waste	
depot,	Armco	fencing	at	Bald	Hill,	bush	
regeneration	 schemes,	 and	 ultimately	
the	addition	of	Kellys	Falls	to	the	parks	
estate.	 This	 was	 all	 achieved	 with	 the	
enthusiastic	and	unflinching	support	of	
the	local	community.

On	 reflection,	 there	 is	 a	 remarkable	
difference	 between	 the	 Helensburgh	
and	 Lithgow	 communities	 toward	
conservation.	 So	 what	 makes	 their	
attitudes	 so	different?	Both	have	 strong	
mining	 traditions	 set	 in	 an	 outstanding	
natural	landscape.	Have	times	changed?	
Coal	towns	may	fear	conservationists	will	
take	their	jobs	away.	Despite	this	anxiety,	
somehow	deep	down	I	suspect	that	there	
is	 a	 broard	 support	 for	 the	 Gardens	 of	
Stone	 reserve	 proposal	 and	 that	 Labor-
dominated	 Lithgow	 City	 Council	 and	
the	 CMFEU	 are	 out	 of	 step	 with	 local	
sympathies.	Many	coal	miners	have	been	
down	 those	 wonderful	 slot	 canyons	 off	
Newnes	 Plateau,	 like	 those	 on	 Rocky	
Creek.	 The	 wild	 flower	 displays	 on	
Newnes	Plateau	are	as	good	as	those	on	
the	Curra	Moors	in	Royal.	There	is	still	
a	 chance	 to	 save	 Newnes	 Plateau;	 the	
campaign	is	becoming	more	interesting.	
I’m	hoping	things	will	brighten	up	from	
now	 till	 the	 state	 election	 March	 2007.	
Give	me	a	call	(9261	2400)	if	you	would	
like	to	become	involved.	■

Friends of the 
Hacking River – 

20 Years On
areas	around	these	swamps	with	native	
shrubs	 such	 as	 Leptospermum	 rather	
than	planting	pines	 right	 to	 the	 swamp	
boundary,	 particularly	 when	 the	 next	
generation	 of	 pines	 are	 planted,	 would	
help	maintain	the	swamp	vegetation	and	
their	function	as	corridors	for	fauna.	

While	 clearing	 for	 pine	 plantations	
has	 severely	 damaged	 large	 areas	 of	
the	Plateau,	most	of	the	logging	carried	
out	 in	 the	 native	 forest	 areas	 has	 done	
little	 long	 term	 damage.	 Certainly	
structural	changes	have	altered	the	look	
of	the	forest	but	the	understorey	is	still	
considerable,	 and	 the	 canopy	 trees	 are	
resilient;	 there	 is	plenty	of	evidence	of	
seedling	recruitment	of	most	species.	In	
particular	there	is	very	little	invasion	by	
exotic	weed	species.	

Underground	 mining	 while	 possibly	
impacting	 on	 the	 swamps	 through	
changes	to	water	movement,	is	unlikely	
to	impact	substantially	on	the	woodland	
and	 forest	 areas.	 Sand	 extraction	 will	
obviously	impact	directly	on	some	areas	
of	 vegetation,	 and	 significant	 areas	 of	
rare	 species	 and	 vegetation	 should	 be	
taken	into	account	when	future	areas	are	
proposed	for	mining.

Conclusion
The	 biodiversity	 values	 of	 the	

Newnes	 Plateau	 and	 its	 high	 elevation	
areas	are	significant	and	should	be	part	
of	 the	 formal	 conservation	 system.	 To	
my	knowledge	there	has	been	no	recent	
comprehensive	 survey	 work	 to	 look	 at	
the	 distribution	 of	 the	 significant	 flora	
and	 vegetation,	 or	 more	 importantly	
to	 evaluate	 future	 conservation	 of	 the	
area	in	the	context	of	climate	change	as	
discussed	above.
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Horses back 
in Queensland 
national parks
In the July Bulletin we reported 
that horseriding was prohibited in 
Queensland national parks . However 
in the September NPaQ News John 
Bristow, the President, writes that he 
has been stunned by the announce-
ment of the Beattie Government 
which proposes to allow horse riding 
in national parks although concur-
rent government regulations state 
that feral animals are not allowed in 
national parks .
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Edited by Ian Brown 
RRP $60

Review by Andy Macqueen

ENVIROBOOK,	 with	
the	 support	 of	 the	
Colong	 Foundation	 for	
Wilderness,	 published	

this	 glossy	 large-format	 work	 of	
writings	 and	 colour	 photographs	
to	 coincide	 with	 the	 Fifth	 National	
Wilderness	Congress,	held	in	Sydney	
recently.

It	 is	 a	 superbly	 presented	 book,	
with	 46	 full-page	 colour	 wilderness	
photographs	 by	 Rob	 Jung,	 David	
Neilson,	Rob	Blakers	and	Ian	Brown.

More	importantly,	it	is	a	book	of	very	
different	and	thought-provoking	papers	
by	 eleven	 Australian	 and	 overseas	
writers,	 ranging	 from	 historic	 words	
by	 Myles	 Dunphy,	 to	 an	 appraisal	 of	
the	 ongoing	 battle	 for	 the	 Tasmanian	
forests	 by	 Helen	 Gee.	 Geoff	 Mosley	
tackles	 the	‘wilderness	and	 the	future’	
question,	 while	 Ian	 Brown	 stimulates	
us	from	the	Antarctic	wilderness.

But	what	exactly	is	being	celebrated?	
Gee	 hasn’t	 much	 to	 celebrate,	 except	
that	she	has	been	‘uplifted	and	enriched	
by	the	experience	of	the	extraordinary	
teamwork	 and	 perseverance	 of	 some	
of	 the	 best	 people	 on	 this	 planet’.	 In	
these	 days	 of	 climate	 change,	 habitat	
loss,	 and	 the	 rampages	 of	 the	 ever-
growing	 consumer	 society,	 what	 is	
there	 to	 celebrate?	 Some	 might	 ask:	
is	 wilderness	 even	 relevant	 now?—
especially	 in	 the	 face	 of	 arguments	
that	wilderness	is	an	outdated	concept,	
that	it	 is	a	human	exclusion	zone,	that	
it	denies	indigenous	occupation	and	is	
linked	to	the	colonial	doctrine	of	terra	
nullius.	

Answers	to	all	these	questions,	I	am	
happy	 to	 say,	 are	 to	 be	 found	 in	 the	
book.	 For	 a	 start,	 we	 in	Australia	 can	
celebrate	that	we	still	have	large	amounts	
of	 country	 which	 is	 substantially	 in	
wilderness	 condition,	 even	 if	 much	
of	 it	 is	 not	 formally	 reserved	 or	 even	
recognised.	In	his	excellent	paper	(also	
presented	to	the	8th	World	Wilderness	

Congress	 in	
2005),	 Keith	 Muir	 takes	

us	around	the	nation	to	see	‘where	we	
are	at’,	and	canvasses	all	the	important	
issues.	

We	 are	 in	 a	 better	 position	 to	
celebrate	 if	 we	 clear	 away	 all	 the	
misunderstandings	 surrounding	 the	
word	‘wilderness’	and	see	it	for	what	it	
is.	In	his	comprehensive	paper,	Haydn	
Washington	does	 just	 that.	Wilderness	
should	 simply	 be	 regarded	 as	 a	 ‘large	
natural	 intact	 area’—or	 ‘lanai’	 as	 he	
calls	it.	It	is	the	most	natural	end	of	the	
conservation	 spectrum;	 the	 part	 least	
impacted	by	modern	society.

For	me,	the	issue	of	past	and	present	
indigenous	custodianship	is	a	key	one.	
Importantly,	Washington	acknowledges	
that	 while	 wilderness	 advocates	 have	
never	 denied	 such	 interests,	 ‘the	 past	
history	 of	 wilderness	 campaigning	 in	
Australia	 may	 not	 have	 given	explicit	
recognition	 to	 social	 justice	 and	 the	
rights	of	indigenous	peoples’.	

Muir	 also	 tackles	 this	 theme.	 Inter	
alia,	 he	 states:	 ‘...	 those	 concerned	
with	 environmental	 justice	 should	
close	 ranks	 with	 those	 who	 support	
social	 justice	 and	 use	 their	 collective	
talent	 to	 fight	 for	 the	 Earth.	 This	
isn’t	 a	 dress	 rehearsal	 where	 we	
can	 split	 hairs	 over	 the	 meaning	 of	
wilderness	 while	 the	 bulldozers	 push	
exploration	 roads	 into	 remote	 river	
catchments.	 Those	 concerned	 with	
social	 and	 environmental	 justice	
will	 learn	 respect	 for	 the	 different	

perceptions	of	wilderness	most	quickly	
when	joined	in	a	common	struggle.	As	
the	 world’s	 resources	 run	 out,	 these	
beautiful,	 precious	 undamaged	 areas	
will	 be	 on	 the	 front	 line	 for	 those	
environmental	 issues	 climbing	 to	 the	
top	of	the	political	agenda:	energy	and	
greenhouse	policy.’

And	 therein	 is	 something	 else	 to	
celebrate:	that	many	in	the	conservation	
movement	and	many	Aboriginal	people	
too,	are	coming	to	recognise	that	if	we	
don’t	 find	 the	common	ground,	all	 is	
lost.	 There	 are	 pathways	 ahead.	 We	
must	 proceed	 along	 them	 together,	

and	celebrate	each	forward	step.	
This	 book	 will	 look	 nice	 on	 your	

coffee	 table.	 It’s	 also	 vital	 reading,	
for	 wilderness	 advocate	 and	 doubter	
alike.	■

BOOk RevieW

Celebrating Wilderness

The Earth Summit 
Realisation
There is no doubt that a powerful 
learning experience took place in 
Rio… The burning and clear-cutting of 
tropical rainforests, the thousand-fold 
increase in the rate at which living 
species become extinct, the poisoning 
of our air and water, global warming 
and stratospheric ozone depletion, 
were suddenly recognised as different 
pieces of the same puzzle . Or, to put 
it in another way, of the clash between 
our civilisation and the ecological sys-
tems of the earth .
This collision is occurring principally 
because of three large changes in the 
nature of the earth, first, the popu-
lation explosion is now adding the 
equivalent of China’s population every 
ten years, second, the scientific and 
technological revolution has increased 
our power to manipulate nature and 
has magnified our ability to have an 
impact on the world around us, and 
third, …our way of thinking about our 
relationship to the environment has 
changed (not for the better unfor-
tunately) as we have yielded to the 
intense modern pressures to deny 
responsibility for the future conse-
quences of our present actions .
Al Gore – Earth in the Balance
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by Keith Muir

The Colong Foundation for Wilderness 
welcomes Sydney Water’s long-awaited 
decision to transfer sewage from the Blue 
Mountains rather than treat it in local Upper 
Mountains’ treatment plants at Blackheath 
and Mt Victoria. The approval will upgrade 
environmental protection of the Greater Blue 
Mountains World heritage Area. Part of 
the scheme involves a limited roll out of 
reticulated sewage to existing residents 
of the Upper Mountains, but fortunately 
not beyond the existing urban/bushland 
interface.

The village of Medlow Bath is a poorly 
located residential area directly upslope of 
stored waters within the Blackheath Special 
Area. The transfer scheme will greatly 
reduce nutrient and pathogen levels in 
this drinking water catchment by providing 
reticulated sewage to the village. To secure 
this investment, Sydney Water should 
purchase all vacant lots within the village 
of Medlow Bath and any other vacant lots 
that are upslope of the Special Areas in the 
Upper Mountains, otherwise subsequent 
residential expansion would again increase 
pollution levels in stored waters.

The removal of the Blackheath sewage 
plant will see greatly improved water quality 
for the Grose River. I have walked the Grose 
River several times in recent years and am 
always struck by its wild character. It is in 
a better condition that the Kowmung River. 
Removal of sewage effluent will ensure 
more natural water quality and natural low 
flow conditions during droughts for the 
Grose River. This would help to secure the 
integrity of this wild river and its endangered 
fish species. In recognition of these efforts 
the Colong Foundation will now call on the 
Iemma Government to declare the Grose a 
wild river.

The sewage main pipeline will mainly be 
constrained to the already disturbed areas 
between Mount Victoria and Medlow Bath. 
The construction, however, will occur under 
the Katoomba Special Area Catchment 
where public access is prohibited. The 
section under the Special Area catchment 
will be directionally drilled. 

The mitigation measures do not, 

however, rule out trenching through hanging 
swamps that would probably cause damage 
to swamp vegetation and possibly introduce 
weeds. Groundwater flows to the trench may 
also affect swamp vegetation and cause 
soil erosion problems. It is possible that 
trenching could divert near-surface water 
flows and cause hydrological problems.

effective soil and sediment controls are 

particularly difficult in sandstone areas of the 
Upper Mountains and notable failures have 
occurred with recent highway upgrades. 
A two year weed and monitoring program 
will follow construction. external monitoring 
by local environment groups should be 
encouraged by the regulatory authorities. 
Constructive criticism makes for better 
environmental management. ■

Upper Blue Mountains 
Sewage Transfer approved

THROUGHOUT	 Australia	
environmentalists	 are	 urging	
governments	 to	 protect	 the	 natural	
environment.	 Some,	 like	 Colong,	
concentrate	 on	 direct	 communication	
with	 the	 government;	 others	 organise	
rallies	 and	 blockades,	 stand	 before	
bulldozers	and	climb	trees	before	they	
become	 logs.	 Despite	 the	 fact	 that	 a	
substantial	 majority	 of	 people	 support	
conservation,	governments	continue	to	
authorise	and	subsidise	development.

Two	 of	 the	 worst	 affected	 states	
are	Victoria	and	Tasmania.	As	Charlie	
Sherwin,	Director	of	the	Victorian	NPA,	
stated	(see	Bulletin �1�):	“Victoria	has	
lost	more	native	bushland	than	any	other	
state	 in	 Australia,	 a	 country	 with	 an	
appalling	record	of	clearing	and	species	
extinction.”	 An	 ABC	 ‘Four	 Corners’	
program	 on	 October	 2nd	 described	
how	this	was	brought	about.	When	the	
Amcor	 paper	 mill	 on	 the	 south	 coast,	
which	 planned	 to	 use	 timber	 from	
old	 growth	 forests,	 was	 opposed	 by	
Environment	Victoria,	the	Mill	created	
an	 ‘A	 Team’	 the	 purpose	 of	 which	
was	 to	 infiltrate	 environmental	 and	
Labor	 Party	 meetings.	 The	 Team	 was	
successful	 in	 having	 members	 elected	
to	offices	in	these	meetings	and	gaining	
support	 for	 the	 mill.	 The	 outcome	
was	 the	 Regional	 Forest	 Agreement,	
approved	 by	 both	 the	 Victorian	 and	
Commonwealth	 Governments,	 which	
guaranteed	 a	 20	 year	 supply	 of	 old	
growth	 forest	 timber	 for	 the	 mill.	
Protests	 included	 a	 rally	 of	 15,000	
people	 on	 the	 streets	 of	 Melbourne	

and	 a	 rally	 before	 the	 Nippon	 Paper	
woodchip	mill	in	Eden.

Nowhere	 have	 environmentalists	
been	more	active	than	in	Tasmania,	and	
they	 have	 been	 ruthlessly	 suppressed.	
Four	activists	were	arrested	in	the	Styx	
Valley,	 where	 police	 abseiled	 from	 a	
helicopter	 to	 end	 Peter	 Firth’s	 51	 day	
vigil	at	the	top	of	a	75	metre	Eucalyptus 
regnans.	Two	others	were	arrested	in	the	
forest	and	 five	more	 for	occupying	 the	
rainforest	atrium	of	Forestry	Tasmania.	
Far	from	alerting	the	Government	to	the	
destruction	of	its	main	tourist	attraction	
–	the	native	temperate	rainforests	–	these	
demonstrations	have	been	answered	by	
further	depredation.	The	proposed	pulp	
mill,	 which	 will	 be	 subsidised	 to	 the	
extent	of	over	$60	million	by	the	Federal	
Government	and	$	6	million	by	the	State	
Government,	will	raise	Gunn’s	level	of	
woodchipping	from	4.4	million	tonnes	a	
year	to	nearly	7	million	tonnes.	This	will	
involve	 the	 destruction	 of	 some	 2000	
square	kilometres	of	native	forest.

In	NSW,	despite	the	campaigning	of	
the	 NPA	 and	 Colong	 that	 Kosciuszko	
National	 Park	 should	 be	 managed	 in	
accord	 with	 the	 purpose	 of	 national	
parks	 –	 the	 preservation	 of	 the	 natural	
environment	 –	 the	 State	 Government	
will	 allocate	 $250	 million	 over	 30	
years	 to	 improve	 the	 park,	 which	
means	 providing	 infrastrucure	 for	
resort	development	and	accommodating	
horseriders	and	4Wdrivers.

And	 so	 Governments	 are	 degrading	
or	destroying	the	natural	environment	in	
accord	with	their	obsession	for	growth.

Government Sponsored 
Environmental Damage
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Position Vacant
Hon Office Manager

Our Assistant Director, who is now fully employed as a high school science 
teacher, has resigned, but continues to work in an honorary capacity as editor 
of the Colong Bulletin and as our representative on Kosciuszko, the South East 
Forests and the associated Alps to the Sea World Heritage Working Group . 
Much of Colong’s work is done on an honorary basis and we believe an honor-
ary office manager job may appeal to one of our supporters .
Recently our Director, Keith Muir, had a fortnight’s holiday . During this time the 
office was closed . 
As things are our Director has to do nearly all the campaigning work, but a lot 
of the administrative work could be done by an assistant . This work includes:
•	Assisting with the compilation and distribution of the Colong Bulletin under the 
supervision of the Hon . Editor .
•	Maintaining membership data and administering accounts for income and 
expenditure under the supervision of our Treasurer, Albert Renshaw .
•	Looking after the office when Keith goes to meetings in the city, or at other 
locations such as in the Blue Mountains or Canberra .
•	Answering the phone and assisting the Director and the Board with corre-
spondence .
•	Assisting the Director and Board with the organization of special events .
•	Coming into the office between the hours of 10 .30 a .m . and 2 .00pm .
As those now doing voluntary work will testify, working for Colong is an absorb-
ing interest and this should appeal to retirees or mothers with children at 
school .

By Alex Colley, with 
acknowledgement to Bev Smiles’ 

article in the June-July issue of the 
NPa journal and Daniel Lewis’ article 
‘Fat Ducks – Fat Cattle– Fat Chance’ 
in the sMh of July 8th, for the data 

provided.

THE	 Macquarie	 River	 was	 named	
after	 the	 far	 sighted	 Governor	 who	
planned	Sydney	as	a	 city	 rather	 than	a	
convict	 settlement.	 Unfortunately	 the	
governments	 which	 dammed	 the	 river	
and	 allocated	 water	 rights	 were	 sadly	
lacking	 in	 foresight…	 The	 estimated	
annual	 yield	 of	 the	 river	 system	 is	
475,000	 Megalitres,	 but	 the	 allocation	
for	 extractive	 use	 was	 738,793	 Ml.	
In	 addition	 160,000	 Ml	 was	 allocated	
to	 the	 environment,	 which	 consisted	
mainly	of	 the	Macquarie	Marshes.	The	
allocation	 was	 therefore	 almost	 twice	
the	average	annual	yield	of	water.

In	 our	 arid	 country,	 fresh	 water	
marshes	are	a	rarity	and	there	are	none	
on	the	scale	of	the	Macquarie	wetlands.	
They	are	the	habitat	of	large	areas	of	Red	
Gum,	 and	 a	 large	 range	 of	 water	 flora	
and	 fauna,	 including	 200	 bird	 species.	
Their	 significance	 as	 a	 destination	 for	
migratory	 birds	 has	 been	 recognised	

by	 listing	 as	 a	 Ramsar	 Wetland	 of	
International	Significance.

The	draining	of	much	of	the	wetlands	
to	 produce	 grass	 for	 grazing,	 which	
involved	 the	 construction	 of	 drainage	
channels	and	levees,	has	greatly	reduced	
the	area	of	swamp,	but	 the	main	cause	
of	desiccation	is	the	use	of	the	water	for	
irrigation	before	it	reaches	the	marshes	
(80%	 of	 it	 used	 for	 that	 water-hungry	
crop,	cotton).	For	five	years	the	marshes	
have	 received	 little	 or	 no	 water.	 Only	
20,000	 ha	 of	 the	 original	 220,000	 ha	
remains	in	a	healthy	condition,	and	the	
Macquarie	 Marshes	 have	 shrunk	 by	
half.	 Eric	 Fisher,	 whose	 family	 have	
grazed	 cattle	 in	 the	 Marshes	 for	 100	
years,	 is	 quoted	 by	 Daniel	 Lewis	 as	
saying	that	probably	the	most	important	
site	for	colonial	water	birds	“was	dying	
at	 an	 alarming	 rate.”	 In	 times	 gone	 by	
his	 property	 would	 flood	 eight	 years	
out	 of	 10;	 “now	 we	 are	 lucky	 to	 get	
three	out	of	10.”	He	says	that	before	the	
Burrendong	 Dam	 the	 number	 of	 ibis,	
ducks,	 swans,	 egrets,	 stilts,	 herons	and	
cormorants	 could	 blacken	 the	 sky,	 but	
there	had	been	no	breeding	on	his	land	
for	6	years.	River	gums	and	 reed	beds	
were	 dead	 or	 dying	 and	 the	 carrying	
capacity	of	his	land	had	halved.	George	

Falkiner,	owner	of	 the	 famous	Haddon	
Rig	merino	stud,	is	distressed	about	the	
social	 consequences	 of	 the	 drying	 up	
of	the	river.	In	Warren,	a	town	of	2000	
which	 relies	 on	 irrigation,	 people	 are	
leaving,	shops	are	closed	and	real	estate	
is	unsaleable.

Only	 a	 reduction	 in	 irrigation	
will	 ensure	 that,	 when	 it	 does	 rain,	
water	 will	 replenish	 the	 marshes.	
This	 has	 been	 recognised	 by	 the	
NSW	 Government	 which	 has	 devoted	
$105	 million	 to	 a	 Riverbank	 Fund,	
though	 only	 $6million	 will	 be	 used	
for	 the	 Macquarie	 River.	 Bob	 Debus,	
Minister	for	the	Environment,	wrote	to	
Macquarie	irrigators	that,	while	grazing	
had	 some	 impact,	 excessive	 water	 for	
irrigation	 was	 ‘far	 more	 significant,	
and	without	doubt	the	main	reason	for	
the	 critical	 decline	 of	 the	 marshes.’	
The	 NPA	 has	 called	 on	 the	 NSW	 and	
Federal	Governments	 to	provide	$280	
million	to	buy	back	water	licences	and	
restore	the	marshes.	Whether	even	this	
amount	would	be	effective	will	depend	
on	the	continuance	of	global	warming,	
the	probable	cause	of	the	Australia	wide	
decrease	 in	 rainfall,	 which	 is	 called	
a	 drought,	 but	 is	 probably	 climate	
change.	■

The Marshes that are Drying Up

OUR DONORS
The following have generously made 
donations to the Foundation over the 
past year:
Dr W Muir, Mr B Murphy, Mr Ian 
Sefton, Dr A K Lethlean, Miss S 
Caffin, Mr A Lush, Ms Joy Fleming, 
Mr Ian Cox, Mr Bevan Miller, Mr D 
Walker, Dr J Stephenson, Mr D von 
Behrens, Mr E Nixon, Mr C Colman, 
Mrs A Keen, Mr J Blanche, Mrs A 
Cairns, Ms M Moore & Mr D Bush, Ms 
C Lubbers, Mr P Cook, Mr E Hanvin, 
Mrs B Dodd, Mr J Horacek, Mrs E 
Figgis, Ms E Elenius, Mr R Scott, Mr 
D Byrne, Ms J Greening, Mr A Zelnik, 
Ms C Smith, Ms F Matter & Mr H 
Paterson, Mrs R Plumb, Dr N Holt, 
Mr C Culberg, Mr R Scott, Miss H 
O’Reilly, Ms J Mayer, Mr A Ewald, Ms 
A Shilling, Ms J O’Reilly, Mrs M Nor-
don, Mr Steven Ridd, Mr M Watson, 
Mr G Cox, Mr J Whitehouse, Ms V 
Atkinson, Dr P Laird,  
Mr A G Colley .
The continuing support from our 
donors is greatly appreciated by 
the Colong Foundation.
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THE	 133	 page	 South	 Coast	
Escarpment	 Parks	 draft	
Plan	 of	 Management	 covers	
four	 national	 parks:	 Monga;	

Deua;	 Wadbilliga;	 and	 Gourock,	 and	
the	 Badja	 Swamps	 Nature	 Reserve,	
totaling	 252,444	 ha.	 The	 escarpment	
parks	 extend	 some	 130	 km	 from	 the	
Braidwood-Batemans	 Bay	 road	 in	 the	
north	to	the	vicinity	of	the	Nimmitabel-
Bega	 road	 in	 the	 south.	 They	 are	 a	
key	 section	 of	 a	 continuous	 series	 of	
reserves	 stretching	 from	 the	 Hunter	
Valley	 to	 the	 NSW-Victorian	 border.	
They	 contain	 128,629	 ha	 of	 declared	
wilderness,	 restricted	 to	 the	 very	 steep	
and	rugged	areas	that	are	inaccessible	to	
off	road	vehicles	and	horseriders.

The	 report	 contains	 many	 attractive	
photographs,	 which	 would	 be	 more	
effective	 if	 their	 title	 was	 printed	
beneath	them	instead	of	being	listed	on	
the	acknowledgements	page.	The	place	
descriptions	 would	 be	 much	 easier	 to	
follow	if	the	places	mentioned	in	the	text	
were	 given	 the	 specific	 alpha-numeric	
cross	 reference	 locations	 that	 the	maps	
were	obviously	designed	to	provide.

The	 chapter	 on	 management	 quotes	
the	 National	 Parks	 Act	 objective	 of	
maintaining	 natural	 landscapes	 and	
provision	 for	 sustainable	 visitor	 use	
that	 is	 compatible	 with	 natural	 and	
cultural	 values.	 In	 consequence	 the	
NPWS	devoted	much	effort	to	‘develop	
a	management	solution	that	protects	the	
Park’s	natural	and	cultural	values	while	
still	enabling	people	to	use	and	relate	to	
the	parks.’	The	Service	conducted	a	series	
of	forums	and	invited	submissions.	The	
plan,	 however,	 contains	 concessions	 to	
all	 the	 interests	 consulted,	 whether	 or	
not	these	concessions	protect	the	natural	
values	of	the	parks.

The	remnants	of	European	occupation,	
such	as	bridle	trails	and	features	relating	
to	gold	and	silver	mining,	 forestry	and	
grazing	 are	 recognised.	 National	 park	
management	 will	 afford	 these	 cultural	
features	lasting	preservation,	which	they	
did	 not	 previously	 enjoy.	 Meanwhile	
48,000	 hectares	 of	 identified	 but	 not	
protected	wilderness	goes	unrecognised	

by	the	draft	plan	and	unprotected.
Among	 the	 interests	 consulted	 was	

the	‘access’	lobby	which	considers	parks	
to	be	inaccessible	unless	they	allow	off	
road	 vehicle	 and	 horseriding	 access.	
There	 are	 very	 extensive	 networks	 of	
four	 wheel	 drive	 roads,	 particularly	 in	
Monga,	 Deua	 and	 western	 Wadbilliga.	
There	are	8	vehicle	based	camping	areas	
within	the	parks,	three	for	exclusive	off	
road	 vehicle	 use.	 Recreational	 driving	
is	proposed	 for	over	600	kilometres	of	
roads	in	these	parks,	of	which	only	137	
kilometres	are	suitable	for	conventional	
motor	 vehicles.	 Horse	 riding	 will	 be	
allowed	 on	 management	 trails	 and	
numerous	 former	 bridle	 tracks,	 which	
now	no	doubt	will	be	cleared	for	riders	
to	 use.	 Most	 of	 this	 use	 is	 proposed	
within	 the	 identified	 but	 unprotected	
wilderness.	

Although	the	access	lobby	requested	
access	 for	 4WDs	 and	 trailbikes	 in	
declared	 Wilderness	Areas,	 this	 would	
be	 illegal	 and	 the	 NPWS	 could	 not	
allow	it.

The	 most	 popular	 area	 in	 the	 Parks	
is	Bendethera	in	the	Deua	Valley,	which	
was	 established	 as	 a	 pastoral	 property	
in	1863.	The	Valley,	and	the	Bendethera	
Cave,	 are	popular	 tourist	 attractions.	 It	
is	 accessible	 by	 trails	 from	 the	 east	 or	
west.	The	area	became	a	national	park	
in	1979	to	protect	the	Deua	wilderness,	
but	 Bendethera	 has	 become	 a	 4WD	
camping	ground	described	in	the	report	
as	being	accessible	“by	4WD	only.”

There	 are	 many	 4WD	 roads	 that	
will	be	open	to	4WD	drivers,	trail	bike	
riders	and	horseriders	through	this	plan	
of	management,	but	we	hope	 they	will	
be	 closed	 before	 the	 damage	 becomes	
more	 evident.	Although	 national	 parks	
are	 open	 to	 commercial,	 vehicular,	
horseriding	 and	 resort	 exploitation,	
wilderness	 is	not,	 thanks	mainly	 to	 the	
campaigning	of	the	Colong	Foundation.	
The	 values	 of	 these	 parks	 risk	 being	
degraded	 through	 overdevelopment.	
The	 mistakes	 made	 two	 centuries	 ago	
when	Royal	National	Park	began	to	be	
‘developed’	 are	 likely	 to	 be	 repeated	
here.	■

The Far South Coast 
Escarpment Parks

Our new office
On the July 21st cardboard boxes 
containing our accumulated records, 
in addition to piles of furniture, were 
hauled into our new office at Level 
2, 332 Pitt St . More furniture was 
required, including a table and chairs 
for board meetings, and this was 
acquired, after some hard bargaining, 
from the previous tenant . Since then 
Keith Muir, with help from Henry 
Gold, Elizabeth Elenius and others, 
has furnished offices for the Hon 
Secretary, the Assistant Secretary 
and himself . New phones have been 
installed, new stationery printed and 
tea making facilities installed . 
The new office is a welcome change 
from the cramped space we had at 
362 Kent St, where the small windows 
emitted little light, and no view of the 
outside beyond that dark alley called 
Council Place . Now a large window 
overlooking Pitt Street admits so 
much light that you feel better just 
going into the office .
We believe the new office will enable 
the Colong Foundation to efficiently 
progress toward its campaign 
objectives . The space is nearly 
twice that of our old quarters . Each 
member of the staff has more space 
and room to seat visitors (which your 
Director and Hon . Sec . did not have) . 
Volunteers feel like coming to enjoy 
the surrounds .
A continually staffed office is essential 
for effective campaigning . We have 
only one full time staff member who 
must spend much time attending 
meetings and deputations . Our part 
time Assistant Secretary is able to 
spend only one day a week in the 
office . What we need is one or more 
bequests to enable us to have a full 
time Assistant Secretary and a helper 
for Keith Muir who could handle the 
clerical work and enable him to spend 
all his time in campaigning . Although 
we are one of the most successful 
environmental organisations, we 
receive no government assistance . 
We entreat any of our worthy 
supporters who have the means to 
support their dependents to read the 
information on how to make a bequest 
on the back page of the Colong 
Bulletin and more detailed advice in 
booklet form is also available .


