
by Joe Mack, a well known and 
respected ex-pat bushwalker

When I lived in Sydney, 
I expected that people 
everywhere in the world 
had the same access 

to beaches, mountains and wilderness 
recreation as I did. As I found out, 
Sydney is one of the few places in the 
world where you can visit a wilderness 
for a day trip. The east coast of USA is 
paved over and a wilderness trip involves 

money, plane flights, taking vacation, an 
epic of planning and I’m lucky if I do a 
real outdoor trip once a year. 

There’s little chance to gradually 
increase your knowledge of the 
wilderness by building on previous trips 
or for new people or a new generation of 
people to be introduced to the wilderness. 
The wilderness then for most people is 
something that you read about or see on 
the Discovery channel, and which you 
may or may not think needs protection, 
but you don’t know it personally. The 

rest of the world has been cut off from 
knowing the wilderness themselves, 
from knowing how to move through 
it, to know what it looks like, to know 
its beauty and to gain the strength of 
knowing that you fit in there.

A friend of mine recently returned from 
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Emirates Resort  
a perspective from overseas

The Emirates resort in the Wolgan Valley will take control of, by means of a man-
proof fence, 450 hectares of national park that protects Mount Wolgan on the left.
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a year working in europe - he couldn’t 
find any wilderness at all - national Parks 
in Germany and holland actually meant 
places where anyone could do anything 
- read people walking their dogs, loud 
disco blaring out from cafes located at 
beauty spots. Oh for Tasmania. -

Do you realise what you have and 
that no-one else has? You probably go 
“oh sure, sure, I know how great it 
is to spend a weekend in the Blue 
Mountains”.

Do you realise as well that you hold 
the key to preserving the wilderness 
for the next generation? We like 
undeveloped places that are beautiful. 
To other people, beautiful undeveloped 
places are just places waiting to be 
developed, when the circumstances are 
right of course.

We think the Blue Mountains have 
been there forever and they look much 
like they always did, and they’ll be there 
forever. The Colo River was named 
after the koala bear (colo=koala), but 
there hasn’t been a koala sighted on the 
Colo since I can remember. The only 
known koala in the Glenbrook Creek 
area (had a radio tag) didn’t survive the 
fires of about five years ago. When I 
grew up in the ‘50’s in Cheltenham, we 
had bandicoots in our yard every night 
(I slept on the front verandah and had 
a ringside seat). There aren’t any more 
bandicoots in Sydney, the cats and dogs 
got them all. So things have changed. 
Koalas aren’t in the river valley named 
after them and a 100 by 50 kilometres 

square has been cleared of bandicoots.
Sydney has doubled in population 

since I left and in the lifetime of people 
reading this, Sydney will double again 
in size. The new people will need roads, 
houses, schools, shopping centres... 
Where are they going to go? If you 
look at the edges of the Blue Mountains 
World heritage Area, building lots are 
already planned right to the edge of the 
Park. Presumably in 50 years you’ll 
stand at the edge of the Park and look 
out onto houses like you look out onto 
shops from the Sydney beaches.

Does it have to happen? If it does, on 
whose terms will it happen - yours or the 
developers? 

A Luxury Resort is now planned for 
the Wolgan Valley. Someone should have 
known what was going on and stopped 
this before it happened. The problem is 
that there is so much to protect, and it’s 
hard to watch all of it all the time. 

For bushwalkers to be credible 
participants in the planning of the nSW 
bush, we should have had a submission 
in for the Wolgan Luxury Resort. What 
do we know about the Wolgan Valley 
Luxury resort?

It will be constructed on the valley 
floor on unused land that has been 
degraded by bad agricultural practices 
(this statement would apply to most 
of Australia). The resort is required to 
restore the land to original condition. It 
will have a staff of 128, will have about 
500 guests, 4 helicopter trips a week and 
9 truck trips a week. It will be about 5 
km from newnes and will be visible 
from higher land (eg cliff edges). 

I like looking at the stars. Because 

of the light pollution from Sydney, you 
don’t start getting dark skies and good 
views of the milky way till you’re on 
the western side of the Blue Mountains. 
newnes is a nice dark place and I 
remember one great summer evening 
being there with just the occasional 
kangaroo and wombat snuffling near me 
for company while looking at the stary 
sky and the glorious Milky Way with a 
small telescope. It doesn’t get any better 
than that. Where I live you have to travel 
100s of miles to find a similarly dark 
spot from which to observe and you 
don’t have something as beautiful at the 
walls of the Wolgan Valley to look at 
during the day.

how far along are bushwalkers in being 
agents for planning for the wilderness? 
We don’t want to be remembered as the 
generation who had a great time in the 
bush, but didn’t care what happened to 
it after we’d had our fun.

If it hadn’t been for the Dunphy’s and 
their like, there would be a conference 
centre and golf course at Blue Gum. 
They saved the bush for us. We don’t 
have these people any more. We’re the 
people now. We have to save the bush 
for the next generation. We need to be 
heard on everything that affects the 
bush. That’s all of us.

Postscript
The Minister for Planning, Frank 
Sartor, approved the Emirates resort 
development on Friday 13th April. By 
setting a precedent for resorts in national 
parks outside Kosciuszko National Park 
he has opened the door for resorts in 
national parks across NSW. ■

Emirates Resort
continued from page 1

by Alex Colley

BACK in the teens of last century 
hoskins Iron and Steel, which was 
located at Lithgow, sent its chief chemist, 
Mr harold nicholls, to Port Kembla to 
report on the suitability of the port as a 
site for its works. Mr nicholls reported 
that there was adequate coal beneath 
the nearby Illawarra escarpment. The 
works would no longer be dependent 
on rail transport of its ore from Cadia in 
the mid west and would be able to use 
the cheaper sea transport for most other 
purposes. he probably didn’t consider 

mining a threat to the Metropolitan 
Water Supply Catchment that occupied 
the land above the escarpment, nor was 
it a threat when the strata above the 
mines were supported by columns of 
coal left behind. 

hoskins Iron and Steel became 
Australian Iron and Steel and was 
then taken over by BhP, and in the 
1970s longwall mining was introduced. 
Longwall mining has since increased in 
intensity and, as a result, the catchment 
has become fractured. The cracking 
surface rock has increased the amount of 
water that leaks away from the catchment, 

instead of running into the dams.
The Metropolitan and Woronora 

Drinking Water Catchments are a vital 
source of Sydney’s water because, though 
it seldom rains on the Warragamba 
Catchment, it does rain frequently on the 
Illawarra escarpment. While Sydney’s 
water storage is depleted as population 
increases, long wall mining undertaken 
beneath the Catchment should cease. 
Wollongong’s coal requirements can be 
adequately supplied from newcastle, 
where fifty colliers are lined up off 
shore to transport coal to Japan and 
elsewhere.

The Leaking Catchment
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The Colong 
Foundation’s new 
chairperson
AT the AGM on 19 April, the 
Chairperson’s baton was passed from 
Pat Thompson to Peter Prineas. Pat, 
who has served in this position for 
thirteen years, will continue as Vice 
Chairperson. 

Peter has been Deputy Chair for 
five years and brings to the position, a 
wealth of experience and commitment 
to wilderness, through his active 
involvement in not only the Foundation 
from its early years, but also the national 
Parks Association of nSW and nature 
Conservation Council of nSW.

Peter’s passion for wilderness was 
stimulated by the beauty of Lake 
Pedder and Tasmania’s South West and 
he has worked on these and many 
other campaigns including saving the 
Boyd Plateau from logging for pine 
plantations, and Terania Creek. he used 
his legal training to initiate some of the 
first environmental law cases in Australia 
aimed at the protection of national parks, 
rainforests and wilderness.

Peter has also helped to promote 
awareness of wilderness through a 
number of publications including Colo 
Wilderness and Wild Places, which 
helped to secure wilderness areas and 
later the Wilderness Act.

Peter is an independent member of 
the nSW Government’s environment 
Protection Authority where his focus 
has recently been on the environmental 
aspects of water and mining.

Australia is the 
biggest G gaser 
Australia is the world’s largest 
exporter of coal and controls about 
30% of the international trade in this 
commodity . Combustion of the 80 mil-
lion tonnes we exported last year would 
have produced more than 200 million 
tonnes of greenhouse gases .
O.F.F. News; Issue 2007/3

Join Us!
The Colong Foundation for Wilderness 

celebrates

“Twenty Years of the 
Wilderness Act”  

and its role in an age of 
climate change

Tuesday July 24th, 6.30pm

Speaker:

The Hon Bob Carr
and

Wilderness Retrospective:  
Places and people

An audio-visual presentation by

Henry Gold OAM  

accompanied by a musical quartet

Details

Tuesday July 24th, 6.30pm

‘The Station’ at Jackson’s Landing
Bowman Street, opposite Jones Street, Pyrmont*

Entry by donation, payable at door.

Drinks and supper provided.

RSVP: Colong Foundation ph 9261 2400; or

email: foundation@colongfoundation.org.au

* Public transport directions: 443 bus from the QVB to 

Bowman Street; or light rail from Central to John St Square.

Volunteers needed
Helpers are needed, particularly with the preparation 

and serving the drinks, finger food and supper for the 

event. If you would like to help on the night,  

then please call Keith on 9261 2400. 
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by Keith Muir

LAST year the sewerage transfer 
scheme from Blackheath 
and Mount Victoria to the 
Winmalee treatment plant via 

the tunnel portal at north Katoomba 
was approved. The scheme will help 
cleanse the Grose and Coxs catchments. 
These major conservation gains could 
be eroded, however, if Blue Mountains 
Council approves further unserviced 
development. 

To date, Blue Mountains City Council 
has made only limited concessions for 
development in advance of services. 
Developers demand the release of more 
residential land in the Mountains but 
doing so is very expensive. Sewage 
and other services must be provided 
to ends of long fingers of ridge top 
sprawl in fire prone bushland. All new 
sewerage services must be cut into the 
hard sandstone rock, also an expensive 
undertaking. The developers’ solution 
to these economic problems is to allow 
residential development to proceed 
before services are provided.

To retain the political advantage 
over the land-starved, subsidy-deprived 
developer lobby, Council has released a 
2007 draft Sewerage Strategy that seeks 
to address this perennial problem. The 
draft Strategy explains that unserviced 
residences cause a disproportionate 
amount of water pollution and weed 
infestation. The benefits from bush 
regeneration, better sewerage reticulation, 
reductions in storm water overflows 
and the sewage waste transfer scheme 
will be lost if unserviced residential 
development continues. 

The Council’s draft Strategy 
paradoxically proposes to allow the 
damaging residential development to 
proceed in advance of reticulated sewage 
services, with Government subsidising 
sewage pump-out tanks as a stop-gap 
measure before the services arrive. The 

nSW Government would be far better 
off buying land that is unsuitable to 
develop, than to subsidise developers 
with an expanded pump-out scheme.

Strategic Outcomes
There is no acceptable way of 

proceeding with residential development 
of private land without reticulated 
sewerage. Subsidised sewage pump-
out tanks is a very poor solution and 
extension of the current subsidy system 
to new residential development will 
prove detrimental. 

More subsidised pump-out systems 
could be a major pollution disaster if 
the state government or Sydney Water 
were to reduce their contribution to 
the subsidy burden. Without subsidy, 
the high cost of pumping and carting 
sewage inevitably means that affected 
residents would allow untreated sewage 
to escape into the environment. even 
with the pump-out subsidy, the records 
from Council and Sydney Water reveal 
that sewage is being illegally discharged 
into bushland and streams.

The Environmental and Health 
Protection Guidelines - On Site 
Sewage Management for Single 
Households, Jan 1998 issued by the 
environmental Protection Authority, and 
the Deptartments of Local Government, 
health, Land and Water Conservation 
and Urban Affairs and Planning warns 
that ‘pump-out sewage systems are not 
a viable option in the long term because 
of widespread misuse and abuse by 
householders’.

The Council’s Sewage Strategy should 
require that residential land beyond the 
reach of reticulated sewage services stay 
undeveloped, even if they are within 
existing towns. The Strategy should 
also recommend deferral for residential 
dwellings construction until the sewage 
services actually arrive. To do otherwise 
would waste money on unnecessary 
pumpout services and duplicate effort 

for a poor sewage outcome. All this 
damage, just so a bit of development can 
happen sooner.

expecting taxpayers to shoulder a 
subsidy for future residential expansion 
is also unfair, for while the community 
must carry its past mistakes, it should 
not subsidise development. If this policy 
were followed, subsidised pump-outs for 
existing residential areas unable to be 
connected to the sewer would represent 
a least-worst Strategic outcome.

The Colong Foundation also supports 
the Council’s strategy of providing 
reticulated sewage to the remaining 
village areas of Blackheath and Mount 
Victoria, as well as to Medlow Bath, 
Yellow Rock and hawkesbury heights. 
The provision of these sewage services, 
however, should be limited to the existing 
urban footprint.

The Colong Foundation recommends 
the adoption of the following Strategy 
for on-site systems: a) maintain the 
existing register of all on-site sewage 
systems in the Blue Mountains; b) cap 
the total number of on-site treatment 
systems at 3,500; and c) reduce the cap 
by 25 per cent every five years, with a 
zero target in 25 years. Such a strategic 
goal is consistent with the current vision 
for the City within a World heritage 
Listed national Park.

The Council’s planning instruments 
should be amended so that the same 
high standards that prevent unserviced 
residential development in Blue 
Mountains’ drinking water catchments 
is extended to also protect the World 
heritage Area. This would help to cap 
the total number of on-site sewage 
systems by restricting future approvals 
to existing residential dwellings. If 
the nSW Government acquired lands 
unsuitable for residential development 
due to sewage issues, then Sewage 
Strategy’s vision of minimising the 
degradation of the World heritage Area 
could be achieved. ■

Blue Mountains City Council’s 

Sewage Strategy
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neIL Barraclough asks (Stock 
& Land, 5/10/06) if there is 
any real science showing 
that cattle grazing didn’t 

reduce the intensity of the 2003 fires in 
the alpine area. The answer is “yes”.

It’s a good question though, because 
it cuts to the core of what might be the 
most important issue in conservation 
management in Victoria over the next 
few decades: the need for greatly 
increased research and monitoring.

It seems obvious that because cattle 
eat grass, and grass burns, then if we 
have less grass we’ll have less fire. 
But it’s the job of scientists to test 
the obvious (otherwise we’d still think 
we’re on a flat earth instead of spinning, 
improbably, on a free-floating sphere).

So shortly after the 2003 fire, a 
group of scientists set about testing the 
“grazing reduces blazing” theory.

The authors of the study are all 
scientists with solid reputations: 
Dick Williams (CSIRO Sustainable 
ecosystems), Carl-henrik Wahren 
(Centre for Applied Alpine ecology at 
La Trobe University), Ross Bradstock 
(University of Wollongong) and Warren 
Mueller (CSIRO Mathematical and 
Information Sciences).

Measurements were taken in over 
400 locations through 100 square 
kilometres of the Bogong high Plains, 
in both grazed and ungrazed areas. They 
surveyed fire occurrence and severity 
in alpine heathland (shrubby places) 
and in open heath (shrubs in grassland), 
and fire occurrence in grasslands. The 
severity of the heathland fires was 
measured by recording the diameter of 
burnt twigs on shrubs. It wasn’t possible 

to reliably measure fire intensity in 
grassland.

The results were interesting.
heathlands, at 87% burnt, were by far 

the most flammable, open heaths less at 
59%, while only 13% of the grassland 
areas were burnt. Importantly, there was 
no significant difference in these results 
between grazed and ungrazed areas.

So what about severity?
Again, there was no significant 

difference in grazed versus ungrazed 
areas of heathland, even in open 
heathland where cattle had grazed 
grasses in between and around the 
shrubs.

essentially, in alpine areas fire is 
mainly spread by tall, flammable shrubs, 
most species of which cattle don’t eat.

In some ways, there are no surprises 
here.

The 2003 fire blazed through almost 
every alpine grazing licence area in its 
path. The notable exception was Pretty 
Valley on the Bogong high Plains - 
the largest grassy plains area in the 
Victorian Alps. The only comparable 
place in Australia is in Kosciuszko 
national Park, where even larger areas 
of grassland remained unburnt, even 
though they had not been grazed for 
decades.

And in the Caledonia fire of 1998, 
in the southern section of the Alpine 
national Park, every bit of grazing 
licence area within the path of the fire 
went up in flames. That fire stopped 
at the ungrazed and unlogged Avon 
Wilderness - but mainly because it 
rained.

Fire behaves differently in different 
forest types, and areas that have been 

burnt recover differently in different 
locations, different altitudes and 
different soil types. That’s why we 
should be doing more measuring and 
recording, both before and for many 
years after control burns, and natural 
burns.

In Justice Stretton’s 1946 Royal 
Commission into forest grazing, he 
blamed the extent of shrub growth in the 
alps on the cattlemen’s habit of burning 
to promote grasses: “With each burning, 
the growth of scrub was stimulated so 
that it successfully contended with the 
grass for possession of the mountain 
sides.”

It would be very useful to have had 
reliable and thorough measurements of 
the effects of the cattlemen’s legendary 
burning, but the idea of carefully 
recording ecological processes is 
relatively new. By comparison, our 
understanding of the way the human 
body operates, for example, is vast.

With a climate crisis upon us, 
Victoria’s natural areas are going to be 
placed under unprecedented stress, and 
our vulnerability to fire will increase. 
We will need all the knowledge we can 
muster.

The Victorian national Parks 
Association is asking for greatly boosted 
research and monitoring of our natural 
systems, right across the landscape. 
That way we, and future generations, 
might be able to secure safety for 
those who must live near natural areas. 
Importantly, we might also help secure 
the long-term survival of Victoria’s truly 
remarkable natural heritage.

Phil Ingamells 
Park Protection Project 

Victorian National Parks Association

Alpine national park … or cow paddock?
Grazing, blazing and science
The following Opinion article was published (slightly edited) in 
Stock & Land on the 12.10.06, in response to a request from 
Neil Barraclough for information on studies into the relation-
ship between cattle grazing and fire in the Victorian Alps. As 
the National Party in NSW has been calling for the introduction 
of grazing into our national parks, it is appropriate to examine 
some of the science behind this debate.
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The Murray must 
flow to Adelaide
by Alex Colley

Even in the days when floods 
alternated with droughts in the Murray/
Darling basin, water was over allocated 
(e .g . the Culgoa and Macquarie Rivers) . 
Individual states not only over-allocated 
in accord with their quest for growth, 
but sought to increase their share of the 
waters .
Climate change caused by global 
warming may reduce the flow of the 
Murray by 50% . The dams built to 
ensure water availability have become 
nearly empty and many irrigators, 
particularly on the lower river, received 
no water at all . The Darling River has 
ceased to flow . No water reached 
the over-salinated, biologically dead, 
Coorong, south of Adelaide . Even with 
the best intentions, coal fired power 
stations and cars will be used for 
decades, global warming will continue 
and river flow will fall further . The 
C .S .I .R .O . has forecasted a further drop 
in rainfall of 20-25% by 2030 .
Whatever the flow of the Murray, priority 
must be accorded to the citizens of 
Adelaide . Of the Commonwealth $10 
billion scheme for the Murray, $7 billion 
will be used to provide infrastructure for 
irrigators . There is no plan for restoring 
the flow of the Darling . How much water 
will remain for irrigation after Adelaide’s 
needs have been met is questionable . 
Perhaps the $7 billion would be better 
spent on employment for irrigators 
without water .
Despite the virtual certainty of further 
reduction in the flow of the river, Mark 
Vaile, leader of the National Party, 
opposes the $3 billion allocated under 
the Commonwealth plan to the buying 
out of over-allocated licenses . He 
believes the $10 billion proposed in the 
plan should concentrate on improving 
the efficiency of existing irrigation - a 
worthy objective if any water is left over 
after supplying Adelaide .

Meeting Dates 
General meetings will be held 
at our office on level 2, Fortuna 
House, 322 Pitt Street, at 2pm 
on the second Thursday of the 
month: June 14th, July 12th 
and August 9th.

LATe last February the Mummel 
Gulf wilderness of 11,736 hectares 
and the north ettrema wilderness of 
8,930 hectares were declared. These 
areas were identified in 2000 and 2001 
respectively.

Mummel Gulf wilderness comprises 
a deep V-shaped valley and adjoining 
ridges within the former Riamukka and 
enfield State Forests and is located 
on the Great escarpment near Walcha. 
The protection of Mummel Gulf 
wilderness was delayed whilst a Crown 
lease of 1,806 hectares, which bisected 
the Mummel Gulf national Park was 
acquired from the AMP using the Dunphy 
Wilderness Fund. About 4,693 hectares 
of the wilderness capable land remains 
in state forest tenure, being excluded 
from reservation by the Integrated 
Forestry Operations Agreement. This 
creates a rather constrained protected 
area, with most of the flatter forest land 
to the east excluded. Mummel Gulf is, 
despite these limitations, an outstanding 
wilderness protecting large stands of 
old growth eucalypt and rainforest.

The north ettrema wilderness was 
delayed due to a controversy over the 
Caoura Fire Trail, an extension of Cedar 
Ridge Road that commences at Tallong 
to the west of the area. The easement for 
the fire trial was apparently purchased 
from the local council by the Department 
of environment and Climate Change. 
The area contains the Mark Morton 
(Tallowa) Primitive Reserve, the first 
area reserved as a wilderness in nSW 
in 1934. The original reserve was small 
and had insecure tenure when compared 
to the current protected wilderness. The 
wilderness boundaries are still poorly 
delineated, as they omit a considerable 
area of sandstone plateau between 
Bundanoon and Sandy Creeks and also 
the Yarrunga Creek valley. The valley 
offers the famous wilderness outlook 
from Fitzroy Falls, which is considered 
a wilderness to all but those who 
have interpreted the fine print in the 
wilderness guidelines. Apparently 19th 
century rainforest logging and fire were 
the basis for exclusion of these areas, but 
these determinations by DeCC are being 

closely contested by the 
Colong Foundation.

Two small, but 
important, inholdings of 
private land on Mount 
Kerry and Mount Couriday 
at the northern end of the 
Wollemi wilderness were 
declared wilderness last 
March following their 
voluntary acquisition by 
the Dunphy Wilderness 
Fund. For those who know 
‘the Mounts’ of northern 
Wollemi, these are very 
important acquisitions of 
a beautiful and pristine 
rainforest and tall old 
growth forest on basalt. ■

Two New 
Wilderness Areas 

The old growth Brown 
Barrels and Manna Gums 
on Mount Kerry in north 
Wollemi were acquired 
with the last dollars of the 
Dunphy Fund.
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Steven Ridd, Katoomba

“ShOT one pheasant [Superb Lyrebird], 
with tail complete; shot two others 
without tail. It appears too early in 
the season for them.” (William Cox 
crossing the Mountains in 1814). In 
1824, Rene Lesson observed lyrebirds 
had become less common around 
Springwood Military Depot “since 
there had been persistent hunting.” In 
1836, Charles Darwin at hassan’s Walls 
commented “a few years since, the 
country abounded with wild animals; 
but now the emu is banished a long 
distance; and the kangaroo is becoming 
scarce; to both the english Greyhound 
is utterly destructive” (J. & P. Smith 
1990, Fauna of the Blue Mountains).

Upon first setting foot in Australia’s 
undisturbed ecosystems, early colonial 
explorers diarised observations of 
native animals in abundant numbers. 
Then the colonialists set about their 
survival-fired mission to exploit and 
convert the unfamiliar Australian bush 
into a familiar replica of the pastoral 
landscape they had migrated from. It 
was a different time and culture.

Many native animal populations 
were displaced by timber getting, ring 
barking and land clearing, including 
those located across the settled central 
Blue Mountains plateau following Cox’s 
transit route. “Tiger Quolls, eastern 
Quolls and Dingoes were all apparently 
common in the Blue Mountains in the 
1880s and were renowned for their 
raids on [farmers’] poultry.” In those 
early pioneering days, survival in the 
inhospitable bush became a fundamental 
preoccupation; so justifying any means 
to achieve it, a self-proclaimed right. Any 
concept of ‘native habitat’ would have 
been deemed, understandably, though 
not excusably, a fanciful hindrance.

Following the rail reaching Mount 
Vic in 1868, hunting was touted as a 
main tourist attraction. “In 1888, the 
advertised local game was Scrub [Swamp] 
Wallabies, Rock Wallabies, Wombats, 
Tiger Cats [Quolls], native Cats 
[eastern Quolls], Wallaroos, Platypuses, 

hares, Opossums, Lyrebirds, Satin birds 
[Satin Bowerbirds], Cockatoos, Parrots 
and others.” The popular fur trade in the 
1890s saw marsupials hunted for their 
skins. hundreds of thousands of Brush 
tailed Rock-wallabies were slaughtered 
for their skins. Pelts of platypus, sugar 
gliders and opossums were also prized 
(Smith 1990).

The early 1900s became the ultimate 
watershed for Blue Mountains fauna. 
Most hotels in the area maintained 
hunting lodges for the entertainment of 
their guests. In January 1902, the visiting 
english cricket team was treated to a 
shoot in Kanimbla Valley, which turned 
out to be the ‘last great wallaby drive.’ 
Shooting parties from Richmond and 
Windsor shot at anything and everything 
(Smith 1990 citing Kinghorn 1924).

The prolific numbers of native fauna 
observed across the Blue Mountains by 
the early colonists were a testament to 
the harmonious relationship Australian 
indigenous people had maintained with 
nature over tens of thousands of years. 
In hindsight, we can now see how 
colonist land management practices 
over just a hundred years, directly or 
indirectly had decimated native fauna 
populations and diversity.

A further hundred years and the 
‘lucky’ first world society of Australia 
today has advanced well beyond its 
initial survival needs. Yet inherited 
colonial practices die hard. Our habitual 
exploitative land practices perpetuate 
many of the same serious threats to 

native fauna survival. Land clearing, 
in all its guises, continues to destroy 
habitat. Foxes and feral cats have long 
supplanted the quolls and wild dingoes 
of the Blue Mountains region at the top 
of the food chain. Road making across 
the Mountains either prevents wildlife 
roaming or otherwise contributes to the 
‘road kill’ of many native mammals 
and marsupials each year. The only 
‘Wildlife Crossing’ dedicated by the 
RTA on the Great Western highway is 
on the Boddington hill climb where 
a solid concrete barrier greets wildlife 
crossing.

If we value the return of Blue 
Mountains fauna, we must get serious 
about preserving the integrity of its 
habitat, exterminating feral predators and 
facilitating effective wildlife corridors. 
Without rich dense habitat and fauna 
diversity, our Blue Mountains swamps, 
forests and heath lands, while appearing 
healthy and natural from vantage points 
like echo Point, will incrementally 
become sterile ornamental gardens.

As to the feral predators, what 
happened to the promises in 2004 of a 
control strategy after the Blue Mountains 
Urban Fox Control Programme’s public 
survey? Of the survey respondents 64% 
confirmed foxes as an environmental 
problem in the Blue Mountains mainly 
because of their negative impact on 
wildlife, 53% felt that not enough is 
being done or more work is needed to 
manage foxes in the Blue Mountains, 
and 82% said they would support one or 
more ways to control foxes. The follow 
up implementation (“Active Control”) 
component of the strategy in May 2004 
recommended to: 

“Protect communities of threatened 
species in the Management Area likely 
to be impacted upon by foxes. If research 
indicates that populations of such 
species are present in the Management 
Area a fox control programme is to be 
implemented. Actions include liaising 
with the Blue Mountains Threatened 
Species Team and using best practice 

Where have are all the 
native animals gone?

Tiger Quoll in a cage  
(Photo: G. Humphreys, 1995)

continued on page �
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procedures. 
Supply a list of fox control contractors 

to residents who want to actively control 
foxes on their properties and investigate 
the servicing of community requests for 
assistance through an active fox control 
project supported by Blue Mountains 
City Council.

Respond to community calls for fox 
control at high-density fox sites (eg. 
Blaxland tip site) with the trial of a fox 
control project.” 

With the survey done, the fox problem 
confirmed and the implementation 
actions agreed in May 2004, the 
programme was then stymied. Political 
will faltered and local council, as the 
land manager responsible to effect and 
fund the above actions, found other 
priorities, downplayed the problem and 
rustled up a defeatist line: “the damage 
has been done and due to the pervasive 
extent of fox distribution it cannot be 
rectified… there is no way to prevent 
foxes from entering the area.” So thus 
far this costly survey and committee has 
achieved a zero return on investment.

So where have all the native animals 
gone? Toward extinction.

Where have all the native 
animals gone?
continued from page 7

VALE

Remembering 
Louise Mecallef
The Colong Foundation was 
saddened last month to hear that 
Louise Mecallef had died in a single 
car accident while driving alone in 
northern NSW . In 2001 Louise, as a 
young university student, prepared a 
proposal to protect part a large tract 
of Crown land along the Six Foot 
Track, including the Little River area . 
Louise discovered that some blocks 
of land on the Track were being sold 
off in small lots . This news generated 
much publicity, including an article 
in the Herald . She also worked to 
reserve some areas of Crown land 
in the upper Shoalhaven River, 
which was successful in establishing 
a 6000 hectare nature reserve 
protecting rare native grasslands . 
Over the last few years she worked 
in Newcastle, and was instrumental 
in establishing the Beanstalk food 
co-op . Louise was an enthusiastic 
young conservationist . Tragically her 
life was cut short . She was only 25 .

In late February 2007, the Blue 
Mountains World heritage Institute 
organised a forum of representative 
community members and fire authorities 
to address issues relating to a fire in the 
Grose Valley in the Blue Mountains 
in november 2006. The then Minister 
for the environment and local member, 
Bob Debus, had called for the forum in 
response to community concerns about 
management strategies used for the fire. 

All participants felt that the forum 
was extremely worthwhile and that 
the recommendations are significant 
for necessary change. Organisations 
represented at the forum were: nSW 
Dept of environment and Conservation; 
nSW Rural Fire Service; Blue 
Mountains Conservation Society; 
nature Conservation Council of nSW; 
Blue Mountains City Council; nPWS 
Regional Advisory Committee and the 
Greater Blue Mountains World heritage 
Area Advisory Committee.

The forum report is now available 
at www.bmwhi.org.au. It contains a 
comprehensive action plan with 
recommendations that focus on:

Preparing for the more extreme 
conditions associated with climate 
change, by addressing the policy and 
management implications for control 
strategies and landscape management, 
including improved fire detection 
systems and resourcing of remote area 
response teams;

The need for bushfire management 
plans to provide for protection of World 
heritage values;

Developing information systems 
and fire management guidelines for 

■

■

■

significant heritage values to help guide 
decisions about fire suppression and 
restoration strategies;

Improving bushfire risk management 
planning such as the inclusion of 
maps which highlight assets at risk, 
desirable fire regimes, sensitive areas 
and fire advantages across different 
land tenures;

Improving information flow between 
fire authorities and the community during 
and after major fires, including more 
transparency and public involvement in 
the fire debrief processes;

Increasing the commitment to 
fire-related research, planning, risk 
mitigation, and post-fire ecological 
rehabilitation.

The Grose Valley Forum report 
acknowledges that a big challenge in 
bushfire management is how to better 
integrate valid community interests with 
those of fire management agencies. 
Over recent years, the public has come 
to demand and expect a greater say 
in decision-making processes that 
impact upon their local environment. 
The Forum represents a significant 
step forward in this process of better 
integrating community knowledge and 
interests into natural resource and public 
land management.

The report has been submitted to 
Phil Koperberg the Minister for 
Climate Change, environment and 
Water, for attention. The action plan 
will be implemented by the various 
organisations represented at the forum 
(and others as appropriate, including 
Indigenous communities), with an 
annual review of progress.

■

■

■

Grose Valley Fire Forum 
produces detailed action plan

The Employment Excuse
by Alex Colley

The Prime Minister has told Sir Nicholas Stern that his challenge to reduce Australia’s 
greenhouse gas emissions would have a “devastating effect” on the economy and cost 
thousands of jobs. The effective reduction of emissions requires not talk or the adoption of 
targets, but immediate action to replace coal fired power stations with solar and wind driven 
plants and to reduce car usage. The replacement of coal burning power stations need not cause 
unemployment. There is a critical shortage of mine workers and ample employment opportunities 
for all but the over 50s. If the Government has any real concern about unemployment it would 
not be supporting the reception of 130,000 immigrants a year. The Government’s only effort 
to reduce global warming is a plan to form an international group to discourage developing 
countries from logging their forests, but there will be no reduction in our logging. Australia is 
already one of the countries worst effected by greenhouse emissions. We are well endowed with 
solar and wind power and, if we want the world to take action, we should be leading by example.
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No need to assess sewage impacts from 
development says Minister Sartor
Last March the Hon Frank Sartor, Planning Minister, removed package sewage 
treatment plants from detailed environmental assessment requirements . This 
places at risk decades of environmental gains from improved sewage treatment 
and planning . 
Mr Sartor has, at a stroke of his pen, severed the link between urban expansion 
and the provision of reticulated sewage services . It a decision that could see bad 
development pollute many beautiful areas in NSW . 
Hundreds of millions of dollars have been spent fixing the many sewage problems 
in the Blue Mountains and this major engineering achievement is one of the reasons 
for the success of the World Heritage bid . Frank Sartor would not know he has not 
kept faith with the spirit of our World Heritage listing . 
Package treatment plants have had a long history of failing, and in our hilly sand-
stone environment they will leak effluent into environmentally sensitive swamps 
and streams . Weeds will follow the pollution all the way to the Nepean River 
through the World Heritage area .
Blue Mountains City Council is under increased pressure to develop marginally 
viable land, and Frank Sartor’s package treatment plants could help bad develop-
ment to be approved in bushland areas remote from urban centres . Even if these 
package plants work correctly, weed infestation will spread and the wonderful bush 
will be degraded .
The problem of package treatment plants will affect the bush on the coast, as well 
as in the Mountains . Minister Sartor must rip up this planning policy that could 
facilitate a worrying increase in sewage pollution across NSW .

Bring Back the Dingoes
Reintroducing more dingoes to Australia would help control the population of 
nuisance pests and restore some of the country’s dwindling native species 
populations, according to research by Professor Chris Johnson from the School of 
Marine and Tropical Biology at James Cook University . 
Professor Johnson states that: ‘I have found that for ground-dwelling species the 
presence of dingoes makes a big impact on the probability of decline . In places 
where dingoes are rare or absent, and foxes and cats are abundant, 50 per cent or 
more of ground-living mammals have vanished; where dingoes remain abundant the 

rate of local disappearance is 10 
per cent or less…’ (Ecos, Oct/
Nov 2006) .
In April, Janine Haddow, 
Executive Director of Natural 
Resources in the Victorian 
Department of Sustainability 
and the Environment wrote to 
the Colong Foundation and 
advised that trapping, baiting and 
shooting of wild dogs is restricted 
to a 3 km buffer zone on public 
land that adjoins private land . 
This policy of not controlling wild 
dogs away from these buffer 
lands is ‘in recognition of the 
role of dingoes as a top order 
predator .’ These small steps 
toward dingo conservation are a 
start, we hope that they inspire 
others to take up the challenge 
before the dingo becomes 
extinct .

BooK REVIEw 

Habitat 
Fragmentation and 
Landscape Change 
by Hilda Ngo

The CSIRO has published 
many quality texts and Habitat 
Fragmentation and Landscape 
Change – An Ecological Synthesis is 
no exception . Written by conservation 
ecologists, D . B . Lindenmayer and J . 
Fischer of ANU’s Centre for Resource 
and Environmental Studies, this book 
would make a handsome addition 
to any budding ecologist’s reference 
collection .
Habitat fragmentation is a jargon 
phrase used by the media, the public, 
scientists and environmentalists to 
describe landscape alteration . Habitat 
fragmentation, in fact, is no single 
entity . Habitat subdivision and habitat 
loss are just two key topics affiliated 
with habitat fragmentation . 
The book seeks to clarify some of the 
ecological problems associated with 
habitat fragmentation and landscape 
change, such as species threats 
and the edge effect, and its effect on 
biodiversity conservation, using many 
case studies from around the world 
and Australia . The principles and 
theories of habitat fragmentation are 
well explained using simple diagrams 
and graphs to facilitate a greater 
understanding .
As expected from CSIRO, the quality 
and thoroughness of the research for 
this book is excellent . Unfortunately, 
the lack of layman language would 
deter the general reader from this 
book . Many of the book’s well-
intentioned messages and powerful 
ecological concepts should be shared 
with other interested parties, but 
unfortunately the book is not for the 
faint-hearted… The book’s hard-
hitting data is a source of intellectual 
ammunition for the truly committed 
nature conservationist and the 
academic reader . It is recommended 
reading for anyone who is involved in 
nature conservation .
Habitat Fragmentation and Landscape 
Change – An Ecological and 
Conservation Synthesis,  
David B . Lindenmayer and Joern 
Fischer, CSIRO Publishing, 2006, 
RRP: $69 .95 pb
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by Keith Muir

AnOTheR development 
application for a Capertee 
heliport has been lodged 
with Lithgow City Council, 

and the Capertee Valley environment 
Group (CVeG) has again gathered up 
a major protest effort to preserve the 
natural quiet of the local area. The 
original proposal was refused consent 
by Council in December 2005 due 
to its potential to cause an adverse 
impact on the local environment and the 
community. The proposal is unchanged 
and relies on the same information as 
before, but that does not necessarily 
mean the proposal will be refused, as 
persistence often yields rewards.

The helicopter joy flights will be 
attracted to the scenic areas nearby, which 
are of course the Airly-Genowlan Mesa 
and the Gardens of Stone national Park. 
CVeG fear that the frequent 
flight movements and 500 feet 
minimum operating height 
will impair the enjoyment of 
rural lifestyles in the Valley 
and spoil these scenic areas 
for everyone, except the 
joyriders.

The Colo Committee has 
warned, in their submission, 
that the proponent does not 
plan to fly at 2000 feet above 
national parks and other 
sensitive areas. Joyflights can 
fly as low as 500 feet, and 
such flights will be preferred 
as these are more thrilling. 
The Committee fears that 
joyflights could fly past 
sensitive areas, like Genowlan 
Point (currently proposed as 
a State Conservation Area), 
which is a nesting and feeding 
area for peregrine falcons, 
and other raptors. The noise 
of such flights would disturb 
nesting and feeding of these 
rare birds.

The Colo Committee 
has asked that the joyflight 
operations be refused. But as 
Lithgow Council may approve 
the proposal the second time 
around, the Committee also 

asked that flights be kept at 2000 feet 
above all sandstone mesas, operate one 
kilometre away from clifflines, and be 
prohibited from flying in the Wollemi 
Wilderness Area. 

The proponent’s only environmental 
concession, so far, regarding this 
helicopter proposal would benefit the 
proposed emirates Wolgan Valley 
Resort. The new heliport proposal 
would not to operate its helicopters over 
the Wolgan Valley. 

The proponent considers that 
its airborne activities should not be 
regulated by Council, and, as there 
is no Fly neighbourly Agreement 
over the area in question, there is no 
self-regulation process for helicopter 
operators to follow. Only the 500 feet 
minimum safe flying height currently 
would limit joy flight operations. 

The Colong Foundation believes that 
Council can only properly consider this 

proposal when it examines and regulates 
its main aspect – helicopter joy flights. 
Unless Council takes the responsibility 
to control joy flight frequency, hours 
and flight paths, joy flight regulation is 
only likely to be achieved after vigorous 
public protest. 

Specifying the colour of sheds, the 
shape of cement aprons, car parks and 
nature toilet facilities may be familiar 
territory to Council engineers, but 
these are side issues. Council’s main 
responsibility should be to ensure the 
public isn’t driven mad by helicopter 
noise. 

Protecting the World heritage Area, 
was strangely considered irrelevant by 
the environmental impact consultant, 
even though such helicopter joy flight 
operations in other World heritage Areas 
receive close attention from the Federal 
environment department. The Federal 
environment department is acting 

inconsistently by not making 
helicopter joy flights in the Blue 
Mountains a ‘controlled action’.

helicopters are so annoying 
because the noise they generate 
is directed downward by the 
main rotor. The environmental 
impact statement spent many 
pages disparaging objectors 
as being hysterical cranks 
(the Colong Foundation was 
told to go and fight damaging 
coal mining operations, and 
not bother ourselves with the 
acoustic pollution generated by 
helicopters). 

This helicopter joy flight 
proposal is another planning mess 
on the western Blue Mountains 
that has to be fought to a standstill 
by a beleaguered group of 
concerned community activists. 
For this we owe the Capertee 
Valley environment Group a 
debt of gratitude, and we hope 
that Lithgow Council will again 
accept their case and reject this 
noisy proposal. ■

Peregrine falcons that nest along 
the Genowlan Mesa escarpment 
could be menaced by helicopter 
joy flights if the Captertee heliport 
is approved. Photo: J. Plaza

The Helicopter Menace


