
On the 24th of July the 
Colong Foundation and 
friends convened for dinner 
in Pyrmont to celebrate 

the 20th anniversary of the passage of 
the Wilderness Act through the nSW 
Parliament. The Act was passed in 
november 1987 but did not become law 
until the following year. It was the Hon 
Bob Carr, then Minister for Planning 

and Environment, who introduced the 
Wilderness legislation into Parliament. 
So it was fitting that Mr Carr was our 
guest speaker. 

Mr Carr spoke about wilderness, the 
Wilderness Act and its ongoing role in 
an age of climate change. He expressed 
his concern about humanity’s propensity 

to destroy wilderness, and by extension 
much of the natural world. He referred 
to several books on climate change, 
including The End of Nature by Bill 
McKibben, which is in the tradition of 
the Silent Spring. He also spoke of a 
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L to R:Wilderness stalwarts Haydn Washington, David Papps, Abby Thomas, Peter 
Prineas, Margaret Robertson, Karenne Jurd, Henry Gold and Peter Maslen prepared 

to cut an enormous chocolate cake to celebrate 20 years of the Wilderness Act.
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new book, Six Degrees by Mark Lynas, 
that describes, degree by devastating 
degree, our potential future as the planet 
heats up. 

In this context he said that the 
passage of the Wilderness Act was very 
encouraging because it established a 
means for leaving the world’s least 
disturbed parts in a wild state. The Act 
enables us to revere nature and gives 
wilderness very strong protection. 

He acknowledged Margaret 
Robertson, Ros Knowles, Peter Prineas 
and Haydn Washington as key players 
who campaigned so effectively for the 
Act. David Papps, who was on his 
Ministerial staff at the time, was also 
acknowledged. 

While he was Premier, Mr Carr 
tripled the wilderness estate from 
650,000 hectares to 1.9 million hectares. 
The amount spent per hectare on park 
management has also tripled during the 

same period. The number of national 
parks has increased from 328 covering 4 
million hectares in 1994 to 770 national 
parks covering 6.6 million hectares today. 
He said that all this wilderness would 
“allow the planet to rewild itself in the 
future.” He saw the success of the Act as 
largely due to the on-going cooperative 
relations between government and 
environment groups.

Following Mr Carr’s speech, Henry 
Gold presented a wonderful retrospective 
collection of images depicting places 
and people from Colong’s archives. The 
presentation included Myles Dunphy and 
the Colong campaigns, the rainforests and 
Blue Mountains World Heritage efforts 
and the many wilderness campaigns. 
The audience were spellbound by the 
presentation that was accompanied by a 
trio from the Sydney Youth Orchestra.

Following these presentations, a huge 
chocolate cake was then presented. It 
was ceremonially cut with a knife held 
by many of the conservationists who had 
helped to establish the nSW Wilderness 

Act that has done so much to secure the 
natural world in nSW. 

One of the greatest benefits of 
the celebration was to bring together 
and honour those who played a key 
role in securing the Wilderness Act. 
Margaret Robertson who now lives 
Albany in Western Australia came 
for the event, as did Peter Maslen, a 
former Chairperson of the Foundation 
now living in Queensland, along with 
other conservationists, such as Karenne 
Jurd and Ros Knowles who live nearby. 
Former environment ministers Bob 
Debus and Pam Allan were also present, 
and Tim Moore gave his apologies. 

Thanks to Peter Prineas for initiating 
the celebration, Elizabeth Elenius for 
much of the behind the scenes work, 
including the magnificent cake, Henry 
Gold for the images, Adrian Cooper 
and Ian Tanner for beverages, and Hilda 
ngo, Jamie Hilbert, Peter Maslen, John 
Macris, Lyn Savell and Gregg Clifford 
who all helped in many ways on the 
night. ▄

Wilderness Act turns 20
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GUnnS Ltd’s proposed pulp mill will 
pour tonnes of dangerous greenhouse 
gases into the atmosphere and 
poisonous effluent into Bass Strait. The 
expected environmental damage will 
wreak havoc on the tourism, fishing, 
agriculture and wine industries in the 
area, and mean the further clear-felling 
of Tassie forests.

The Federal Government is prepared 
to promote plans to pay the poorer 
nations to stop the destruction of their 
forests and has pledged $200 million 
to slow deforestation (the second 
largest cause of global warming), while 
deforestation continues in Tasmania 
and this action also has the approval 
of Kevin Rudd.  In the words of 
Don Henry, Executive Director of ACF 
(SMH 24-7), “Labor’s announcement 
leaves many tens of thousands of 

hectares of high conservation forest 
on Tasmanian public land unprotected 
from logging. Spectacular parts of 
Tasmania, that are vital for tourism and 
the environment - like the Florentine, 
the Weld and the Blue Tiers, remain 
open to logging.” 

Kevin Rudd has endorsed the 
Tasmanian Government and Federal 
Government forestry policy so as to 
win the voters in the seats of Braddon 
and Bass. Since the majority of 
Tasmanian voters put woodchips and 
a pulp mill before the preservation 
of the world’s only remaining large 
temperate rainforest, Labor will 
probably win these seats. The cost of 
winning would mean the loss of much 
of the environmental vote in other 
electorates and those flowing from 
Green preferences. ■

Kevin Rudd’s Mistake

RIP - Kakadu 
Wilderness Area 
(1986-2007)
A premature victim to ‘Brand Kakadu’ 
a new tourist industry initiative to 
“refocus the perception and image of 
the park” . We will miss you and may 
you rest in peace until commonsense 
prevails . JGM 

While the rest of the world focuses on solving the climate 
crisis and protecting what is left of our precious natural 
resources, Australian politicians are hell-bent on approving an 
environmentally disastrous industrial development in Tasmania 
- the Gunns pulp mill .
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Meeting Dates
General meetings will be held at our office on level 2, Fortuna House, 322 
Pitt Street, at 2 .00pm on the second Thursday of the month: October 11th, 
November 8th and December 13th .

NOTICE OF EXTRAORDINARY 
GENERAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given to members of an extraordinary general meeting of the 
Colong Foundation for Wilderness Ltd to consider and vote on a special 
resolution to bring the incorporation of the Colong Foundation for 
Wilderness Ltd under the Associations Incorporation Act, 1984.
The extraordinary general meeting of the Colong Foundation will be held on 
Thursday 13th December at 2.00pm in the Foundation’s office, Level 2, 332 
Pitt St, Sydney .
The special resolution which it shall be the business of the meeting to consider 
and vote upon, is as follows:
That the members of the Colong Foundation for Wilderness Ltd resolve that 
the Foundation shall forthwith:
(1) make application to transfer the incorporation of the Colong Foundation for 
Wilderness Ltd from a company limited by guarantee within the meaning of the 
Corporations Act 2001 to an incorporated association under the Associations 
Incorporation Act 1984;
(2) adopt the draft constitution for the Colong Foundation for Wilderness Inc . 
and agree that it shall take effect from the date on which the certificate of 
incorporation under the Associations Incorporation Act is granted;
(3) take such other steps as may be required by the Australian Securities and 
Investments Commission and the Registry of Co-operatives and Associations 
to effect the change;
(4) make such changes to records of the Foundation’s property as are 
necessary to reflect the change in incorporation; and
(5) do all things incidental and necessary to complete the application and bring 
the Foundation under the Associations Incorporation Act, 1984 .

The Colong Foundation for Wilderness 
presents 

A Colong Bushfire Seminar

Wilderness – A Priceless 
Asset or Fire Hazard?

Speaker 
Historian Paul Collins, author of  

‘Burn: The Epic Story of Bushfire in Australia’
Discussion Panel: John Benson (Senior Ecologist, 
RBG), Ian Brown (Colong’s Hon. Fire Officer) and 

others to be confirmed
Wednesday 7th November 2007, 6.30m – 8.30pm 

History House @ the Royal Australian Historical Society 
133 Macquarie Street, Sydney

Refreshments provided, free admission, numbers limited
Register by calling the Colong Foundation ph:92612400  

or hilda@colongwilderness.org.au

Letting down the 
marshes
by Alex Colley
An article with the above title in the 
June-July issue of ECOS, the CSIRO 
journal, describes the demise of 
the Macquarie Marshes in NSW, an 
internationally significant wetland . The 
article highlights “a critical breakdown 
in habitat management across vested 
interests and the price of prioritising 
water extraction for commercial use 
above environmental allocations .”
Although even in the days before 
climate change, the Macquarie River 
was calculated to yield between 
400,000 and 475,000 ML of water, 
now about 700,000 ML is allocated 
to extractive use . The result of this 
unsustainable policy is, in the words 
of the article, that “Today the northern 
Macquarie Marshes are struggling to 
survive and the southern Macquarie 
Marshes are all but gone - a wasteland 
of cracked and broken earth, littered 
with blanched shells of freshwater 
mussels and bordered by the skeletons 
of river red gums whose dead 
branches no longer support the nests 
of migrating birds or shelter native 
fish .”
Climate change could be “a new 
catalyst that could bring all parties 
together”, but, in the words of Bill 
Johnson, Senior Scientific Officer for 
Wetlands and Rivers at DECC: “We 
have to start now, we don’t have time 
any more . We are not very far from a 
point where those ecosystems in the 
Macquarie Marshes cannot be restored 
and protected . It is vital that we move 
now - today .”

Taxing Greenhouse 
Emissions Boosts 
Economy
In Sweden, motorists pay a carbon tax 
of 80 cents per litre . The government’s 
goal is to be carbon neutral by 2020 . 
There has been a lot of effort made to 
get people out of cars and onto bikes 
and buses, to redesign housing, to 
encourage high density living and to 
teach environmental awareness from 
pre-school . Sweden’s greenhouse gas 
emissions is equivalent to just over five 
tonnes of CO2 per person, compared 
to American and Australian levels in the 
high 20s . The Swedish economy is one 
of the world’s top five and rising .
From ‘Going Green’, SMH 23.6.07
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by John Macris

RIVERS are typically a key driver of 
ecological process in an area of habitat, 
yielding the essential element of fresh 
water for resident land and aquatic 
species. The water conveyed by rivers 
carries a ‘signature’ for how effectively 
the catchment cycles its nutrients and 
energy. Rivers are therefore at the same 
time anchor points of a landscape’s 
ecosystems and vulnerable points for 
the landscape’s sensitivity to impacts. 
Rivers are also scenically important in 
their own right. Some forms of riverine 
environment are now rarely to be found 
in their pre-European form and flow 
regime in Australia. For all these reasons 
it is only natural that our attention as 
conservationists is often drawn to the 
environmental management of rivers.

Wilderness in new South Wales, as a 
formal mode of nature protection, focuses 
on identifying, declaring and sensitively 
managing large expanses of surviving 
high quality natural environments. A 
somewhat related process of declaring 
‘wild and scenic’ rivers, covered under 
a longstanding section of the national 
Parks and Wildlife Act (1974), has been 
utilised for the first time in the last three 
years, with gazettal of some well known 
rivers and creeks in the wilderness 
estate.

We of course also like to see wilderness 
conservation principles applied where 
possible to conservation reserves that 
contain remote natural areas of smaller 
size or more linear shape. These areas 
may even be able to form a nucleus for 
long term recovery of a more substantive 
surrounding area to wilderness quality. 
This has been an ideal applied to river 
valley corridors in some parts of the 
world, particularly in regions where few 
large tracts of untamed nature persist.

Take as an example one of the essays 
by American naturalist Aldo Leopold on 
the landscape qualities of his home state 
of Wisconsin. He writes of the Flambeau 
River, a premier canoeing stream of 
the Great Lakes region. Reflecting on 
the wilderness recreation experience it 
offered at the time of writing in the 1940s, 
Leopold noted that this atmosphere of 
remoteness had required a deliberate 
effort by conservation departments at 

restoration of past forestry and settlement 
incursions between the late 19th and 
early 20th Century. While some of the 
Flambeau’s lower reaches succumbed to 
damming in the 1940s, as Leopold feared 
would occur in his essay, the principle 
of restoration does seem to have been 
subsequently implemented within much 
of the remainder state controlled lands of 
this river system, in the form of a 2 mile 
wide wilderness corridor along both its 
south and north forks, totaling around 
5500 hectares. 

no doubt, today’s conservationists in 
that region have started to think bigger, 
in terms of recovering tracts of what 
pioneers called the north Woods. Having 
valleys like this as a starting point and 
guide to management practice will offer 
some inspiration in their pursuit of these 
goals.

There is surely merit in examining 
opportunities of this kind for high 
conservation value river landscapes in 
nSW, including the important principles 
of supporting ecological restoration 
and associated recovery of wildness. 
Following is a contemplation of using 
an approach of both wilderness style 
protection goals and long term recovery 
principles within three contrasting river 
landscapes.

Barnard
Within the new Curracubundi national 

Park, flanked by areas of proposed 
wilderness on both sides, is a substantial 
section of the upper Barnard River, a 
major tributary of the Manning. Where 
the river winds through confined bedrock 
reaches, wilderness values remain 
high. In other reaches with pockets of 
floodplain, grazed clearings are currently 
dotted along the banks.

This valley floor is rain shadow 
country, surrounded by wetter forested 
ranges flanking the new England 
tablelands and its outlier ranges. The dry 
valley of the Barnard contains a remnant 
of former woodland with abundant native 
grasses through its cleared patches. The 
seed bank exists for woodland recovery 
over time, particularly as cattle have 
been removed from the former leases 
comprising the park. In a sense, this 
valley will become a little haven for the 
kind of temperate woodland that is now 

so depleted just across the dividing range 
in the western slopes. The microclimate 
and vegetation remnants will support 
this process, particularly if the proposed 
wilderness is declared and managed for 
ecological priorities.

Mongarlowe
As the Barnard offers promise of a 

fine example of a dry valley woodland, 
the upper Mongarlowe River near 
Braidwood offers the epitome of a wet 
tablelands eucalypt forest. This river 
and its valley have significance for other 
reasons also.

The valley of the Mongarlowe is 
perched directly behind the eastern 
escarpment and aligns parallel to it. This 
landscape configuration is effectively a 
magnet for clouds and moisture laden air. 
It is apparent that the river’s base flow 
could be fed as much by frequent mist 
condensation as by periodic rainfall.

In downstream profile, the Mongarlowe 
falls relatively gently through it’s first 
several kilometres. For comparison, the 
nearby highly disturbed streams of the 
tablelands grazing country, which show 
substantive swampy floodplains, fall 
slightly more steeply than the upper 
Mongarlowe. The canopy of its eucalypt 
forests conceal  that this river has more 
affinities with those of the tablelands 
than the escarpment country. This means 
that natural floodplain development is 
more prevalent along the valley floor 
than typically found in rivers protected 
in national Parks.

The distinctive thing for the 
Mongarlowe is that it is comprehensively 
forested, as compared to the more 
open nature of other rare examples of 
ecologically intact tablelands rivers, 
notably in sub alpine plateau areas. In 
other parts of the country it has been 
well demonstrated that coarse woody 
debris in lower gradient forest streams 
is fundamental to maintaining a river-
floodplain equilibrium, even over 
thousands of years in some landscapes.

The potential for wilderness 
management of this section of river and 
its particular and uncommon landscape 
values could be easily realized through 
a modest westward extension of the 

Rivers of Recovery

continued on page �
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declared Buckenbowra Wilderness to 
take in the Mongarlowe and a surrounding 
buffer. Recovery from 20th Century 
logging, which has been underway for 
10-15 years already, would continue. 
Recovery of wilderness values as a goal 
would be brought into focus through this 
protection measure, and would promote 
the concept for hopeful adoption in 
other valuable river landscapes needing 
recovery of their natural values.

Darling Anabranch
There will be some interest in the 

current engineering underway in the 
state’s southwest in the Menindee Lakes 
water storage scheme, to transport water 
by pipe where it has traditionally been 
fed down the anabranch of the Darling 
River. The use of the watercourse as 
conduit had changed it drastically from 
an ephemeral system of waterholes and 
lakes to a regulated stream.

It is envisaged that in addition to 
saving water in the order of 47 Gigalitres, 
the removal of weirs and regulating 
structures should allow the anabranch to 
recover some of its compromised natural 
aquatic values over time, particularly 
through a return to wet and dry flow 
successions.

The anabranch lies in a transitional 
area between the very impacted grazing 
and cropping lands of the lower Darling 
to the east and the large natural expanses 
of mallee country extending inland into 
South Australia and Victoria. If the 
river corridor and flow regime could 
be managed for biodiversity priority 
following the completion of pipelines 
and other works, there seems to be 
some prospect that wild values could be 
recovered, complementing the nearby 
suite of contiguous protected areas 
spanning state borders the border mallee 
country.

Upshot
In these three examples, only the 

first is presently looking likely to 
become part of formal wilderness area. 
The second may become wilderness, 
depending on acceptance of environment 
group proposals. The last will be a 
long term vision, that may at least pick 
up principles conducive to restoring a 
wilderness quality to a significant inland 
riverine landscape. ■

Rivers of Recovery
continued from page �

IT’S ten years since Blue Mountains 
walker, conservationist and writer 
Andy Macqueen launched his book 
‘Back from the Brink’. It gained 

immediate popularity, being a fascinating 
and comprehensive account not only of 
Blue Gum Forest—arguably the Cradle of 
Conservation in nSW—but of the whole 
Grose Wilderness. On the one hand there 
were the bushwalkers, canyoners and 
conservationists who loved the place, 
but on the other hand there were the 
railway and dam builders and the miners 
and loggers who threatened it.

The book proved to be a valuable 
resource in promoting the Grose 
Wilderness (declared in 2001).

With the 75th anniversary of the 
reservation of Blue Gum Forest being 
celebrated this year, Andy decided to 
produce a second edition. All the material 
from the first edition is there, with a few 
corrections, embellishments and some 
additional photographs. Intriguingly, 
thanks to careful research of Alan 
Rigby’s vast photo archives by his son 
Roger Rigby, new evidence has come to 
light about the makeup and activities of 
Rigby’s fabled Easter 1931 party—the 
party that came across Hungerford and 
his axe. It was, it appears, not an all-
male party at all.

More importantly, there is a whole 
new section entitled ‘new Climates’, 
which contains three chapters dealing 
with events of the last ten years. Those 
events include not only the Wilderness 
declaration and World Heritage listing, 
but also some less welcome phenomena. 
It has not been railways and dams that 
have brought Blue Gum and the Grose 
to the brink of destruction, but private 
sanctuary promoters, film companies 
and, most recently, the dubious 
management of a major bushfire. 

Given the essentially celebratory 
nature of the first edition, it must have 
been a challenge for Andy to maintain 
that tone in the face of those recent 
somewhat depressing events. However, 
he appears to have done it. The book 
concludes with an inspirational quote 
from Sue Morrison about the area’s unique 
eucalypt ecosystems and outstanding 
wilderness, and it begins with an 

author’s preface which describes the 
complex nature of issues now facing the 
management of reserves. 

Andy concludes his preface with the 
following:

“The threats of dams and mines and 
resorts have gone. But Blue Gum Forest 
and the Grose Wilderness are once more 
at the brink—as is the whole world. As 
climate changes, will future visitors to 
the wilderness find only a handful of 
Eucalypt species, perhaps in stunted 
mallee scrub? Will the old trees in Blue 
Gum Forest be replaced, or will future 
bushwalkers find only wattles? Will the 
rainforests that millions of years ago 
covered the whole landscape disappear 
from the gullies and canyons forever? 
Will the animal and bird species be 
further reduced by habitat loss and 
change? Will there be an unstoppable 
invasion by alien species better adapted 
to a drier and hotter climate? Will there 
be, in Dunphy’s words, ‘a desert at our 
doors’?

“Some change is inevitable. But the 
degree and nature of change depends 
strongly on how the wilderness is 
managed—how we respond to the forces 
of change. Science may give us the tools 
to respond, but to wield them effectively 
we must have the passion that can only 
be born of a meaningful connection 
to the landscape, its wildlife and its 
people.

“Let us continue to celebrate Blue 
Gum Forest and the Grose Wilderness, 
and the communities who have loved 

BOOK REVIEW

Back from the Brink

continued on page �
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Geoff Mosley

OnE of the great things about our 
national parks, giving us a glimmer 
of hope for the future, is that they are 
first and foremost community assets 
dedicated to long term conservation of 
nature. In a world increasingly beset 
by commercially driven developments 
aimed at meeting short term needs, they 
send out a strong message that the 
environment deserves respect and that 
when it comes to the increasing demands 
we are making on the environment - 
‘enough is enough’.

It is this concern for the long term 
interests of the wider community 
that needs to be applied to the global 
environmental crisis. Unfortunately, 
there are always interests who would 
like to get access to the parks either 
for resources or other commercial 
opportunities and the tourist industry is 
no exception.

A new plan launched in July, 2007 
appears to signal the beginning of a 
wider raid by private tourist interests 
on the national park estate. This is 
the beguiling named Natural Tourism 
Action Plan, an Australian Government 
funded initiative of the Tourism and 
Transport Forum.

The media discussion of this Plan and 
a media release by the federal Tourism 
Minister interpret this as a drive to 
develop more privately owned tourist 
facilities in national parks. I believe that 
any fair minded person who reads the 
plan will recognise that this is exactly 
what it is about.

An exception is made for nature 
reserves and wilderness areas but all 
other categories are regarded as fair 
game. However with wilderness areas 
there is always the possibility that 
this obstacle will be removed as has 
happened this year to the 21 year old 
wilderness zone (zone 4) at Kakadu 
national Park.

A variety of methods are canvassed in 
the Action Plan for private developments 
in Parks or on the edge of Parks, such 
as land swap leases. It is evident from 
the press release that the Minister has 
very much in mind the precedent of a 
recent development of a six star resort 
in the Wolgan Valley (Wollemi national 
Park) by the Emirates company. The 
method used to justify approval for this 
resort, (which will involve the first ever 
revocation of a part of a national park in 
an Australian World Heritage area) was 
the classic use of a ‘wedge technique’ 
so beloved by some politicians. This 
effectively split the environment 
movement and neutralised opposition 
and is likely to be used again and again 
unless the movement is awake to the 
approach. A summary of what happened 
in this case briefly is as follows:

Emirates had set their eyes on 
developing what they described as 
an ‘eco-resort’ in the remote Wolgan 
Valley even though there was nothing 
in the park plan to suggest this was 
appropriate. The company paid its way 
in by providing funds for a land care 
group to revegetate land which had 
been affected by cattle grazing in the 
past. Other groups with an interest in 

the Park were split between those 
who took a strictly local view and 
favoured compromise and others who 
were concerned about the long term 
implications. So the developer got his 
way and a part of the Wollemi national 
Park in the World Heritage Area is now 
leased for the purpose of the resort, and 
that part is still planned to be revoked 
from the national park. Even then the 
Minister complained saying (press 
release of 10th July) ‘Projects such as the 
Wolgan Valley eco-resort have suffered 
from excessive planning delays. State 
Governments need to lift their game 
in supporting eco-tourism where it is 
clearly backed by park operators and 
wilderness areas on environmental 
grounds’. The ‘environmental grounds’ 
reference is to the tree planting. 

It is also worth noting that the 
development of the Action Plan itself 
involved a use of the wedge tactic. 
The Managing Director of the Plan, 
Christopher Brown, stated that it was 
developed in close consultation with 
‘the tourism industry, park managers 
and conservation groups’. In fact not 
a single national Parks Association or 
their representatives is listed as having 
been involved. Instead reliance is placed 
on endorsements from the ACF and 
the Australia new Zealand Section of 
IUCn’s World Commission on Protected 
Areas ( I am a member of both bodies 
but the first I knew of this was when I 
opened up the Plan). 

So here again advantage has been 
taken of those groups favourably inclined 
towards private entrepreneurial activity 
to split the movement.

The main justification for this so-
called partnership with private enterprise 
is that the public sector cannot afford 
to conserve and develop the national 
parks so why not let the industry give 
a helping hand. It is a convenient 
argument but the bottom line is that we 
should provide adequate funding for 
our parks and protect them against the 
management distortions of vested short 
term interests. ■

Privatisation of National Park tourism facilities

ThreaT alerT

and cared for them, from the Aboriginal people, to the adventurers, to the 
bushwalkers, to the local community. If we stop celebrating, if we do not 
acknowledge the ‘gifts of nature’, we have given up.”

Andy’s book is not just a collection of ripping bushwalker yarns: it is a valuable 
and thought-provoking work on conservation history. In Roger Rigby’s words, it 
is an astoundingly good read—a model book of its kind. ■

Back from the Brink: Blue Gum Forest and the Grose Wilderness – 2nd edition, Andy Macqueen. 
Published by the author, RRP 39.95, Available from select bookshops or from andymacqueen@gmail.
com

Back from the Brink, continued from page �
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by Keith Muir

FOLLOWInG a nSW 
Ombudsman report 
recommendation of november 
2004, environment groups 

made a new wilderness nomination 
over its areas of concern in southern 
nSW. This recommendation followed 
from a finding that the Department 
of Environment and Climate Change 
had failed to properly report on 
public submissions and to explain its 
declaration recommendations.

The nomination covered 313,053 
hectares and was lodged in June 
2005. The delay in the consideration 
beyond the two-year statutory limit for 
assessment of nominations under the 
Wilderness Act may be explained by 
another Ombudsman recommendation 
that the Department revise its wilderness 
assessment guidelines. Draft guidelines 
were developed by May 2006 and it 
was then decided that the nomination 
be tested against these new guidelines to 
see whether it was acceptable. 

The Department’s attitude to the 
nomination should be in keeping 
with the spirit of the Ombudsman’s 
recommendations. The nomination, for 
example, should not need to meet the 
new re-nomination test in the guidelines 
because of the exceptional circumstances 
of the Ombudsman’s findings. It would 
be nonsensical for the Department to 
apply guidelines that reject a wilderness 
nomination recommended by the 
Ombudsman to be assessed by those 
guidelines. 

The Colong Foundation is preparing 
technical arguments that considers how 
the environment groups’ nomination 
may relate to new wilderness guidelines. 
Subsequent effort will be focused on 
gaining public support for the proposed 
wilderness areas, after the nomination is 
accepted by the Department.

Departmental Inspection Tour
To facilitate information sharing, a 

two day field trip with the Department 

of Environment and Climate Change 
was undertaken last July to consider 
proposals for wilderness protection 
arising out of the Ombudsman’s 
report. Graham Daly of the Canopy 
native Forest Committee, John Macris 
and I accompanied Departmental 
representatives on the tour that was to 
examine some of the ‘grey areas’ in 
wilderness assessment. Our first stop 
was Fitzroy Falls. 

To the casual wilderness observer 
standing at Fitzroy Falls, the view over 
the 2000 hectare Yurunga Creek valley 
below their feet is of a wild and rugged 
wilderness. The valley, however, has 
been rejected as wilderness, despite its 
inhospitable nature. From examination 

of aerial photographs, some of the forests 
in the valley are disturbed. There is, 
however, no way to determine whether 
the rainforests and tall hardwood forests 
are disturbed due to slope instability, or 
as an artifact of 19th Century logging 
or clearing. 

The 2001 northern wilderness 
assessment states that ‘it is [sometimes] 
not possible to distinguish between 
impacts to an ecosystem resulting from 
“natural” disturbance events and those 
resulting from post-1750* anthropogenic 
disturbance events’. These uncertain 
cases were given the benefit of the 
doubt in northern nSW (as stated in 

The Southern 
Wilderness Project

continued on page �

L to R: Tim Shepherd, Paul Packard and Joanna Muldoon from DECC with John 
Macris examining the forests along the Mongarlowe River. (Graham Daly, hidden 

behind Tim Shepherd but wearing a slouch hat, is, as usual, keeping a close watch 
on developments).
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the assessment report) but in southern 
nSW these areas were rejected, as the 
Yurunga Creek example demonstrates. 

Lower down the valley a ‘restricted 
access’ road, the Griffins Fire Trail, 
bisects the valley. The road is occasionally 
used by commercial operators, including 
school groups who camp overnight 
at Gales Flat. Under national Parks 
leasing and licensing policy, a school 
group is a commercial operation and 
such educational bushwalks are not 
permitted in wilderness areas under 
the National Parks and Wildlife Act, 
�97�. Yurranga Creek could not be 
declared a wilderness area because of 
the long standing arrangement with 
Scotts College, who have a campus 
nearby. Apart from these irregularities 
in regard to a restricted access road, the 
valley’s current plan of management is 
compatible with wilderness principles.

The next site was a sandstone 
peninsula projecting south from 
Bundanoon, know as the Meryla 
Plateau. The wilderness boundary in 
this area follows the escarpment edge, 
avoiding the plateau. Fire management 
on the Plateau had produced different 
responses in its forests. A stringy bark 
forest responded with a regrowth of 
saplings, while a sparse, smooth barked 
woodland areas did not. In the latter 
circumstance, the forest is considered 
to be wilderness. As with the previous 
example, the assessment of wilderness 
condition is based on careful mapping 
of aerial photography where high 
densities of regrowth are considered 
unacceptable. 

There are many forests in the Blue 
Mountains with a strong component 
of regrowth due to natural fire history, 
predominantly lighting strike. These 
forests are wilderness despite the 
regrowth component. In these forests 
there are no significant logging events 
in the last 25 years. 

In the case of the Meryla Plateau 
forests, whether or not to include parts 
of the regrowth forests should be a 
matter for further consideration. The 
Plateau adds to the diversity of forest 
types, even if part of the area has 
been selectively logged. The wilderness 
assessment guidelines allow for a 
quarter of wilderness area to contain 
some degree of disturbance and the 

Ettrema wilderness would not reach 
that cut off.

The inspection party then proceeded to 
Monga national Park east of Braidwood 
to consider the upper Mongarlowe River 
catchment that has been nominated for 
wilderness assessment by environment 
groups. The area comprises swamps, 
heathlands, a diverse range of hardwood 
forests and pinkwood rainforest. There 
is no doubt that the flats along the 
Mongarlowe River were heavily logged, 
but that the catchment slopes were 
less logged, and that the Milo Forest 
Preserve is unlogged.

The upper catchment from the 
escarpment west River of Forest Road 
beside the Mongarlowe River could 
be added to the wilderness without 
exceeding the 25 per cent disturbance 
rule, which would also protect the wild 
river values. 

To buffer the wild river values, roads 
east of Milo road could be managed 
as walking tracks, south from the 
existing gate on the River Road. This 
could extend and diversify the existing 
network of walking tracks for the park 
in a complementary manner. An easy 
walking track along the river would 
become popular once known. The 
Monga area contains some of the most 
accessible forest scenery in the state. It 

would be spoilt by the proposed short 
4WD vehicle loop road, in much the 
same way as Lady Carrington Drive 
spoiled the enjoyment of the Hacking 
Valley in Royal national Park before it 
was closed to vehicle traffic. 

The inspection party ended up at 
Braidwood Bowling Club to discuss 
other wilderness issues. John Macris has 
suggested de-coupling the site specific 
concerns, such as key visitation sites, 
from the broader recreational goals for 
off road vehicle users and horse riders 
across a region. The next site inspection 
will in part consider how this approach 
could be applied. ■

* Around the globe modern disturbance of forests 
is defined from the beginning of the industrial 
revolution in 1750, even though this predates 
European settlement of Australia by 38 years 
– Ed.

Southern Wilderness Project
continued from page 7

Some areas with a low and broken forest canopy have put wilderness designation 
of Yurrunga Creek in doubt, but the average viewer would wonder why.

There are plenty of commentators 
happy to count the blessings of 
rapid population growth in Australia . 
They would not include conserva-
tionists . Additional people, living 
at our high energy and resource-
intensive life styles means severe 
demands on an already stressed 
environment .
Professor Bob Birrell – Sustain-
able Population Australia News-
letter, Aug 07.

by Alex Colley and Keith Muir

In his book Living with the dingo, 
promoted by Colong, Adam 
O’neil describes, in chapter 9, 
how “as the dingo goes so the 

rest will follow.” He writes that “the 
removal of the dingo in the arid zone 
caused the native fauna to disappear.” 
Professor Pettigrew described the 
invasion of Davenport Downs by cats 
when the dingoes were shot for the 
bounty. The Sydney Morning Herald 
of July 11th describes the views of 
Professor Chris Dickman, an ecologist 
at the University of Sydney. He 
has proposed the abolition of sheep 
farming in marginal country, using the 
properties to run kangaroos instead, 
and the reintroduction of dingos into 
national parks. “Dingoes are the bane 
of sheep farmers, but their flocks could 
be protected by the introduction of 
donkeys, lamas or alpacas. Two or 
three are probably all you would need. 
They think they are part of the flock... 
they would kick attackers.” 

In the US these animals are used 
to fend off wolves and coyotes. 
Governments would need to compensate 
farmers for stock lost to dingos, as in 
the US.

Professor Dickman estimates that 
15 per cent of the country used for 
sheep grazing was so poor that the 
flocks should be withdrawn before the 
land was “eaten down to bedrock.” 
Before this occurs this land should be 
returned to the Aborigines, who could 
farm kangaroos, which can live even 
on poor drought stricken land. Giving 
the Aborigines in isolated communities 
purpose in life would cure many of the 
abuses the Commonwealth Government 
is seeking to control.

The Dingo: a threatened species in 
Victoria, but presumed extinct in 
New South Wales

The Scientific Advisory Committee, 
established under the Victorian Flora 
and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988, 

last month found the dingo to be a 
threatened ‘indigenous’ animal. The 
equivalent committee in nSW on the 
other hand has again deferred the 
Colong Foundation’s 2002 nomination 
to list dingo populations as threatened. 

The Foundation nominated 
populations of dingoes in state forests 
and national parks for listing under 
the Threaten Species Conservation Act 
1995. These are considered by various 
state government agencies to be 
important for the survival of dingoes. 
The idea was to enable the protection 
powers of the Act to operate on these 
key public lands, while farmers could 
continue to eradicate dingoes outside 
these areas. 

Unfortunately, the nSW Scientific 
Committee has adopted a eugenics 
argument. The Committee considers 
that the nominated dingo populations 
were not pure breeds and do not meet 
the criteria for listing. 

A letter dated April this year from 
the Committee states ‘current genetic 
analyses indicate there are few, if any, 
dingo populations comprised primarily 
of purebred individuals.’ 

The Scientific Committee has asked 
the Colong Foundation to provide 
further information on each nominated 
population to meet its revised 
criteria. Meeting the new nomination 
requirements, however, is way beyond 
the resources of the Foundation, or any 
other organisation or individual. The 
nomination criteria are written with 
scientific precision and would defeat 
all but a well qualified expert zoologist 
with several years of spare time. 

The remaining less pure populations 
of dingoes in national parks and state 
forests, however, are also endangered. 
They represent the best dingoes we 
have left and these populations, too, 
should merit statutory protection and 
recovery strategies to restore their 
genetic integrity through breeding 
programs. This recovery task is urgent, 
and the riffling and shuffling of paper 
must stop. ■
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Bring back  
the dingo

Forests are still being 
destroyed at an alarming 

rate in Australia but 
protection is stymied by 
a lack of political will 
and long term logging 

agreements. 
Join conservationists for a 

full day forum on the science 
and politics of forests.

Where:  
Balmain Town Hall, 

Sydney
When:  

9am-5pm Saturday  
15th September 2007
Speakers: Greens Senator 
Bob Brown, Alec Marr (The 

Wilderness Society), Dr 
Judith Adjani (Australian 
National University), as 

well as Bev Smiles (National 
Parks Association) and John 
Hibberd (South East Region 

Conservation Alliance), as 
well as many others.

Admission free,  
lunch $5 on the day.

RSVP by 7th September 
by visiting the Nature 

Conservation Council website 
http://nccnsw.org.au 

Proudly presented by 
the Nature Conservation 

Council of NSW
Supported by: The Forest 

Campaign Group, Wilderness 
Society, North East Forest 
Alliance, South East Region 

Conservation Alliance and Total 
Environment Centre
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Reviewed by Alex Colley

EnVIROBOOK’S Viewpoints 
series has published Geoff 
Mosley’s paper Antarctica  - 
Securing its Heritage for the 

Whole World.
In view of the escalating demand 

for commercial minerals, which has 
boosted Australia’s prosperity (for 
which the Howard Government claims 
credit), this is a timely paper. Increasing 
production in both the developed and 
developing world ensure that demand 
will increase, and there is virtually 
no limit to the industrial expansion 
of China and India, now increasing at 
some 10% per annum.

In the carboniferous era, some 
350 million years ago, Australia 
and Antarctica formed one land 
mass. Commercial mineral content 
was probably plentiful throughout 
it. Antarctica is 50% larger than 
Australia and may well contain 
50% more commercial minerals. As 
known mineral deposits are depleted 
and demand increases, the potential 
of Antarctica will appeal to mining 
interests, despite the difficulties of 
climate and ice cover. Much of the 
ice may melt as greenhouse emissions 
increase temperatures.

A measure of protection is afforded 
by the 1991 Protocol on Environmental 
Protection, with its indefinite ban on 
mineral activity and by the Antarctic 
Treaty system, but a majority of 
nations are not bound by the Protocol 
or the Treaty. Geoff writes that “the 
inscription on the (World Heritage) 
List would strengthen the case against 
mining, act as a deterrent to any 
party to the Protocol which might be 
otherwise interested in seeking the 
lifting of the mining ban, and extend 
the opposition to mining to the much 
larger number of nations who are party 
to the World Heritage Convention. A 

future conflict over minerals would 
be a huge setback to all that has been 
achieved in securing the area for peace, 
science and conservation.” Antarctica 
is described as the world’s best 
wilderness. As any viewer of the film 
“Happy Feet” knows, it is the habitat 
of abundant and endemic wildlife.

Given the ever increasing demand for 
commercial minerals and the depletion 
of known deposits, pressure to mine 
Antarctica will mount, since growth 
is the obsession of all countries. But 
Geoff rates persistence as essential in 
successful conservation campaigning 
and he is used to facing such opposition 
- as he did with whales. He has already 
been working for over 30 years to 
protect the Antarctic continent and 
has drafted three resolutions approved 
by the IUCn and one by the World 
Congress on national Parks. He is also 
is the author of Antarctica Our Last 
Great Wilderness.

Copies of Geoff’s paper are obtainable from 
him at 90 Boyds Rd, Hurstbridge, 3099 for $6, 
including postage. Donations to “People for an 
Antarctic World Park” are always welcome.

Securing World 
Heritage Listing 

For Antarctica

NCC Draft 
Aboriginal Policy
by Alex Colley
The Nature Conservation Council has 
submitted its draft policy on Aboriginal 
interests and nature conservation to 
member groups for their response . My 
opinion is as follows:
Aboriginals have special rights to their 
land, just as do other Australians, 
but the lands which Aborigines now 
occupy are mostly the infertile lands . 
The fertile lands have been appro-
priated by the European invaders . 
As a result many isolated Aboriginal 
communities have nothing to do and 
become morally corrupt, just as do the 
Europeans with nothing to do . I there-
fore agree that some fertile land be 
returned to them, but how would this 
be financed? Some time ago Colong 
met with Aborigines and I said that, 
since we all shared in the benefits of 
the appropriated continent, it should 
be paid for by raising income tax 
by 5% . This is no longer necessary . 
Budget surpluses should be devoted 
to this rather than devoted to inflation-
ary vote buying .
I don’t agree with the co-manage-
ment of national parks . They should 
be managed by the National Parks 
and Wildlife in the interests of all 
Australians, which of course includes 
the Aboriginals . There is no need to 
re-establish traditional links . Tradi-
tional areas within parks are carefully 
protected and can be visited by the 
Aboriginals . If parks contain sacred 
sites, they should be represented on 
park advisory committees, as should 
conservationists .
Other considerations are:

Land claims should not be granted 
if it means diminution of conservation 
values .

They should own their land, as 
do other Australians . Why transfer 
lands of spiritual significance to 
Aboriginals?, Just make it a national 
park .

Hunting and gathering in parks OK 
provided it is done on foot with spears 
and boomerangs, and not with 4WDs 
and guns .

They can participate in park 
management as do other Australians- 
as members of advisory committees .

■

■

■

■


