
New information has emerged showing 
the extent to which the woronora 
Plateau and Sydney’s southern water 
supply catchment will be impacted by 

longwall coal mining in the coming 
decades.

At the Southern Coalfield Inquiry 
hearings held in Camden during 
September, the Sydney Catchment 
Authority revealed that up to 91% 
of drinking water catchment land to 
Sydney’s south stands to be impacted by 
subsidence from this destructive form 
of underground mining. established 

in late 2006, an Independent expert 
Panel is currently reviewing mining 
damage to rivers, swamps, streams and 
cliff clines. It must also report on the 
economic and social significance of the 
Southern Coalfield’s coal resources.

An absence of baseline and historical 
data on stream flows and groundwater 
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Mining to spread across 
the Woronora Plateau

David Burgess, Natural Areas Campaigner, Total Environment Centre
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The Colong Bulletin to have a new format
Sadly, this is the last edition in our current format, which has been with us since 
May 1988 (Bulletin 108) . It seems incredible that 20 years have passed since we 
departed from the original foolscap layout and made our first tentative steps into 
the desktop computer typeset-and-design age .
The Board has decided that Bulletin 225 will be printed on newsprint which will 
allow a tenfold increase in circulation without adding to costs . Don’t worry, we are 
not going to throw away our traditions but we will reach many more people both in 
print and electronically .
Did you know you can already read your Bulletin on line at our website? The 
Colong Foundation is now working towards an electronic newsletter and database 
system that will tell you when the next edition is available . Once this leap into the 
world of electronic communication is sorted out, we hope to make our website 
more friendly and informative . 
All this seems a lot harder to me than an exploratory bushwalk … but we will get 
there .  Keith Muir
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tables means that nobody really knows 
exactly how much water is being lost 
to the Upper Hawkesbury-Nepean 
catchment as a result of mining. The 
industry is relying on this lack of 
knowledge to make claims that no 
surface water is being lost to mining.

what is known, is that wherever 
mining occurs near a watercourse, 
multiple cracking and fracturing occurs 
in the riverbed, water drains into the 
ground, natural seepage from the sides 
of valleys stops, and there is a steep 
decline in near-surface groundwater 
levels. In places such as the waratah 
Rivulet (described as “pristine” by the 
Healthy Rivers Commission in 1999 
and supplying 29% of water to the 
woronora Dam) the watercourse runs 
dry for 2km in an area never previously 
known to have stopped flowing. Since 
mining commenced near the Upper 
Cataract River in 2006, methane gas 
has started to bubble to the surface 
and chemical reactions in the fractured 
riverbed have stained a once clear river 
orange.

Numerous upland swamp collapses 
have also occurred when mining has 
taken place below them. As well as 
having irreplaceable ecological values, 
these swamps act as water recharge 
points in the upper reaches of the 
Hawkesbury-Nepean system, playing 
a vital role as natural ‘regulators’ of 
flows, particularly during dry times.

Numerous government agencies, 
industry bodies, environment groups 
and individuals made presentations to 
the Inquiry with two very different 
philosophies emerging.

Conservation groups and NSw 
Government agencies such as the Sydney 
Catchment Authority, Department of 
environment and Climate Change, and 
the Department of water and energy 
insisted that serious impacts to water 
dependent ecosystems are occurring 
across the Southern Coalfield and 

that remediation efforts, such as the 
grouting of cracks in riverbeds, are not 
working.

The mining industry took an 
aggressive approach. BHP Billiton 
informed the Panel that if mine plans 
were to be negotiated they would 
submit “less sensitive plans”. The 
NSw Minerals Council described the 
coalfield (including 20% of Sydney and 
the Illawarra’s water supply) as a “trade-
off” between the value of coal resources 
and the environment. Following this, 
Peabody energy informed the Inquiry 
they had successfully predicted that 
the waratah Rivulet would “dry up” 
and that they were “totally reliant” on 
remediation to repair it. An inspection 
by the Total environment Centre with 
the Sydney Morning Herald in late 
October revealed that, despite months 
of remediation work, the watercourse 
had once again run dry.

while agencies assigned with the 
tasks of protecting the environment 
and water resources are advocating 

a preventative approach to mining 
impacts, they remain powerless to 
regulate. Under the current approvals 
regime, major new mining projects are 
approved by the Minister for Planning 
under Part 3A of the Environmental 
Planning and assessment Act 1979, 
while new series of longwall panels 
are approved by the Department of 
Primary Industries (DPI) whose primary 
objective is to facilitate mining. It has 
emerged that in a number of recent 
approvals, the DPI has ignored the 
recommendations of other Government 
agencies to give rivers better protection 
from subsidence impacts.

Conservation groups are 
recommending enforceable protection 
zones around cliffs, rivers and creeks, 
upland swamps and an urgent assessment 
of groundwater aquifers. Along with 
this, the conflict of interest where the 
mining department approves mines for 
which it eventually collects the royalties 
must be removed. A preliminary model 
outlining how these recommendations 
may be achieved has been provided to 
the Independent Panel.

Meanwhile Freedom of Information 
documents have revealed that even 
while the Inquiry was sitting, Peabody 
energy was attempting, and partially 
succeeding, to gain approval to have 
another 4km of the rivulet and the 

Mining on Woronora Plateau
continued from page 1

What is known, is that wherever mining occurs 
near a watercourse, multiple cracking and 
fracturing occurs in the riverbed, water drains  
into the ground, natural seepage from the sides  
of valleys stops, and there is a steep decline in 
near-surface groundwater levels…

Waratah Rivulet has been drained of water due to long wall mining  
by Peabody Energy. Photo: J. Sheppard

continued on page �



stored waters of Lake woronora itself 
undermined for another 21 years. This 
should be seen as further proof that 
the industry cannot be trusted to self-
regulate and that enforced protection 
zones are urgently required.

Further south, BHP Billiton has 
applied to extend their Dendrobium 
Mine with longwall panels that will 
undermine up to ten upland swamps. 
Having altered plans to avoid mining 
under wongawilli Creek, the company 
has compensated itself by placing 
longwall panels under even more 
swamps.

Sadly, September saw Planning 
Minister Frank Sartor’s approval 
of yet another enormous coal mine 
in the western Coalfield at the top 
of the Goulburn River catchment. 
Moolarben is a combined open cut 
and longwall mine that will put at 
serious risk the Goulburn River and 
associated groundwater system as 
well as threatening the stability of 
magnificent sandstone gorges along the 
Goulburn River. An independent report 
by some of the same experts who sit 
on the panel of the Southern Coalfield 
Inquiry contained serious reservations 
about the project. It was suppressed 
until after the approval.

The NSw Government must act now 
to prevent damage to rivers, swamps 
and groundwater from the destructive 
impacts of coal mining. ■

Mining on Woronora Plateau
continued from page � Meeting Dates

General meetings will be held at our office on level 2, Fortuna House, 332 
Pitt Street, at 2 .00pm on the second Thursday of the month: December 13th, 
January 17th and February 14th .

Notice of Extraordinary General Meeting
Notice is hereby given to members of an extraordinary general meeting of 
the Colong Foundation for Wilderness Ltd to consider and vote on a special 
resolution to bring the incorporation of the Colong Foundation for Wilderness Ltd 
under the Associations Incorporation Act, 1984 .
The extraordinary general meeting of the Colong Foundation will be held on 
Thursday 13th of December at 2 .00pm in the Foundation’s office, Level 2, 332 
Pitt St, Sydney .
The special resolution which it shall be the business of the meeting to consider 
and vote upon, is as follows:
That the members of the Colong Foundation for Wilderness Ltd resolve that the 
Foundation shall forthwith:
(1) make application to transfer the incorporation of the Colong Foundation for 
Wilderness Ltd from a company limited by guarantee within the meaning of the 
Corporations Act 2001 to an incorporated association under the Associations 
Incorporation Act 1984;
(2) adopt the draft constitution for the Colong Foundation for Wilderness Inc . 
and agree that it shall take effect from the date on which the certificate of 
incorporation under the Associations Incorporation Act is granted;
Note: Copies of the draft constitution will be available at the meeting or can 
be obtained in advance from the Colong Foundation’s office, Suite 201, 
Fortuna House, Level 2, 332 Pitt Street, Sydney, or by email from <keith@
colongwilderness .org .au>, phone (02) 9261-2400 .
(3) take such other steps as may be required by the Australian Securities and 
Investments Commission and the Registry of Co-operatives and Associations to 
effect the change;
(4) make such changes to records of the Foundation’s property as are 
necessary to reflect the change in incorporation; and
(5) do all things incidental and necessary to complete the application and bring 
the Foundation under the Associations Incorporation Act, 1984 .

The Opera House – without its sails?
Andrew Cox writes…

A decision on protecting the Yengo Wilderness under the Wilderness Act remains 
in limbo after over ten years since its nomination by environment groups . Now 
there is a serious proposal from the Department of Environment and Climate 
Change to declare the Yengo Wilderness without its centrepiece that dominates 
Yengo National Park . Mount Yengo can be seen for over 100 km away . Perhaps 
they want to leave their options open for a stunning mountain top café and souve-
nir shop?
Let Minister Koperberg know that the Yengo Wilderness should include Mt Yengo 
and the dirt trail circling its base by writing to him at PO Box A250, Sydney South 
NSW 1232 .
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The sandstone bed of Waratah Rivulet 
is a maze of cracks due to longwall 

mining. Photo: J. Sheppard
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[reproduced from the VNPA 
Parks Update, October 2007, with 
permission]

THe recent large fires, and forecasts of 
another severe fire season, clearly require 
detailed forward planning. But the fire 
plans of some government agencies risk 
causing long-term ecological damage.

Many proposals in the Fire Operation 
Plans exhibited publicly in August really 
alarm the VNPA. For example:

•In some areas, especially in east 
Gippsland, extremely large contiguous 
areas of tens of thousands of hectares 
are planned to be burnt within a few 
years of each other (including recent 
wildfires and prescribed burns), 
severely compromising flora and 
fauna conservation. The ecological 
problems of large-scale landscape fire 
experienced in the recent wildfires 
are thus being replicated or extended 
in Croajingolong, Snowy River, 
Coopracambra and Grampians national 
parks and elsewhere.

•Zone 5 areas (‘Prescribed Burning 
exclusion Zones’) are included in 
proposed burns in east Gippsland, the 
North east, the Central Highlands and 
the Otways. In some cases this takes 
in wet forest and rainforest species, 
not well adapted to fire, as well as 
seven Reference Areas in breach of 
their purpose that ‘these areas must not 
be tampered with, and natural processes 
must be able to continue undisturbed’.

•Twelve of the 20 wilderness Areas 
under the National Parks Act are to 
be burnt. For most this is unwarranted 
in terms of their ecology or strategic 
position.

•A number of sizable burns are 
planned within the 2003 fire area, 
potentially causing permanent ecological 
change and loss of species. Several are 
in national parks and others cover four 
wilderness Areas and a Reference Area. 
This will severely damage parks and 
wilderness areas contrary to the National 
Parks Act, and the ability to use the 
Reference Area as a ‘reference’. 

•Large ‘strategic firebreaks’ are 
included in the plans before they have 

undergone assessment under the Federal 
environment Protection and Biodiversity 
(ePBC) Act, potentially pre-empting 
this process, with many already 
constructed. Field visits have horrified 
us, with firebreaks already constructed 
in the Mallee, Central Highlands and 
Otways (where rainforest species have 
been mulched for a ‘firebreak’ they are 
likely to be far more flammable than the 
forest around them).

we are unaware whether there is any 
intention to assess the firebreaks in the 
Otways and Mallee under the ePBC 
Act, as would appear to be legally 
required.

At Anglesea, the O’Donahue Block, 
fought for by locals for years until 
added to the new Great Otway National 
Park, was rolled and burnt, resulting in 
an excessively hot fire that may have 
damaged the soil seed bank.

Closer to adjacent houses it was also 
mulched, as are many areas of the park 
around townships. This was often down 
to ground level, and well in excess of 
CFA requirements.

On the positive side, as a result of 
our submission we have been promised 
a meeting with DSe and Parks Victoria 
on the issues we have raised. we hope 
we will see some change as a result.

If you would like to read the VNPA’s 
submission for yourself go to www.
vnpa.org.au. You’ll find our submissions 
under Publications.

Jenny Barnett 
VNPA Research Officer

Fire management 
gone berserk?

Ecological burning?? Areas of 
heathland near Anglesea have been 

rolled, mulched and severely burnt, and 
may not recover fully.
Photo: Jenny Barnett

Kossie, a long 
paddock no more
by Keith Muir
The case against high country cattle 
grazing is overwhelming and irrefutable 
(see Bulletin 221, pg 5) . Cattle grazing 
ceased in Kosciuszko National Park in 
1972 but for one anomaly, the annual 
cattle drives between the Adaminaby 
and Tumut districts . A major advance 
achieved with the 2006 plan of man-
agement for Kossie was the termination 
of these cattle drives . An anti-conser-
vation lobby group called Save Our 
Snowy, however, is now seeking to 
reverse this decision . 
About 15,000 hectares of Travelling 
Stock Routes (TSRs) were absorbed 
into Kosciuszko National Park in 1981, 
which did not result in an uproar at the 
time . Now, 26 years later, Save Our 
Snowy claim foul play . These stock 
routes are not necessary to the efficient 
operation of nearby cattle properties, as 
trucks have replaced droving . The issue 
is the free stock feed in the national 
park that the affected graziers believe 
should continue to be converted into 
beef, rather than have these former 
TSRs managed for nature conservation . 
The graziers who are behind the Save 
Our Snowy group have rejected the 
scientific basis that led to the exclusion 
of cattle and sheep in the high country . 
They forget that the stock exclusion 
was due to the findings of such “radical” 
government organisations as the Soil 
Conservation Service, the Department 
of Agriculture and the Snowy Mountains 
Authority, backed up by the Austra-
lian Academy of Science . The Save 
Our Snowy lobby blame the “extreme 
greens” for stopping cattle grazing, 
despite this broad body of bureaucratic 
and scientific opinion opposed to the 
grazing in the high country . 
The scientists found that graziers 
remorselessly burnt and over grazed 
the high country for years . I wouldn’t be 
surprised if politically motivated arson 
does not rear its head, given the level 
of feeling on this issue . All I can say 
is “please don’t go down that road no 
more .”
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by Peter Prineas

THe Colong Foundation 
recently declared its 
support for a new policy on 
“Aboriginal Interests and 

Nature Conservation” proposed by 
the Nature Conservation Council of 
NSw. The NCC is a peak council of 
environment organisations in NSw and 
recently circulated the new policy to 
more than a hundred member groups.

A draft NCC policy on the same 
subject was presented to its 2006 annual 
conference but was controversial and 
failed to pass.

The NCC’s new policy was considered 
at the 2007 Annual Conference held in 
Sydney on 20 October and was accepted 
without amendment.

The new policy could be described 
as more realistic than the earlier 
draft in accepting that although 
there is much common ground in the 
aspirations of Aboriginal people and 
nature conservation interests, and that 
the shared aims and values should be 
advanced, there is also some potential 
for conflict. The policy “does not deny 
differences where they exist” and 
devotes some attention to how these 
differences can be managed.

The new policy accepts that 
Aboriginal people in NSw have the right 
to maintain their communities and their 
cultures, that they are disadvantaged in 
part because the land was taken from 
them, and that it is right that land be 
returned to Aboriginal communities. The 
policy commits to a mutually respectful 
relationship with Aboriginal people in 
working through issues of common 
concern. To “...listen to individual and 
collective Aboriginal viewpoints [and] 
... respect Aboriginal decision-making 
processes including decisions about 
who is a traditional owner and who can 
speak for place and for people.” The 

policy also supports the appointment 
of adequately resourced Aboriginal 
representatives to government advisory 
councils and committees concerned with 
natural resources and the environment, 
and to “additional and more culturally 
appropriate ways for government 
to engage Aboriginal opinion and 
acknowledge Aboriginal interests in the 
management of natural resources and 
the environment”.

At the same time the draft policy 
confirms a commitment to what might be 
termed “core aims” of the environment 
movement, including:

the public system of national 
parks managed by an expert and well-
funded nature conservation authority. 
This public system of parks is seen as 
“a cornerstone of nature conservation 
in NSw”.

achievement in time of a 
comprehensive, adequate and 
representative system of national parks 
reflecting the full range of IUCN 
categories.

wilderness reservation and 
management under the NSw wilderness 
Act, and protection of wilderness areas 
from development and inappropriate 
uses.

The policy expresses a hope that 
Aboriginal-owned lands, which are now 
considerable in both extent and value, 
will one day make a contribution to 
the protected area system. A system 
of “indigenous protected areas” is 
envisaged, based on Aboriginal-owned 
lands managed to maintain their nature 
conservation values under arrangements 
secured by statutory arrangements and/or 
legal instruments. The policy advocates 
support, funding and other resources 
for the management of Aboriginal lands 
with nature conservation values “in 
order to achieve high quality indigenous 
protected areas”.

Under the policy there is also 

•

•

•

support to arrangements for Aboriginal 
co-management of national parks 
and other protected areas, and other 
forms of participation in national park 
management. These arrangements can 
help to re-establish Aboriginal traditional 
links with “country” while maintaining 
both national park tenure and public 
ownership of the land, these being seen 
as important for the long-term security 
of nature conservation values.

It is also accepted that some 
areas of national park land of great 
cultural or spiritual significance to 
local Aboriginal communities, may 
be transferred from public ownership 
to Aboriginal community ownership, 
subject to statutory lease-back and 
joint management arrangements which 
continue the national park status 
of the land “in perpetuity”. NCC is 
committed under the policy to clarifying 
uncertainties about the perpetual status 
and protection of NSw national park 
lands held under Aboriginal ownership 
arrangements.

The draft policy recognises that nature 
conservation and Aboriginal interests 
“may not always agree on the best use 
of lands subject to Aboriginal claims 
and agreements ... [and that] an open and 
honest approach which addresses both 
areas of agreement and of difference, 
and which allows an ongoing dialogue, 
offers the best way forward.” Aboriginal 
claims on public lands with significant 
nature conservation values will not be 
supported - the draft policy states - if 
granting the claims is likely to lead to a 
serious diminution of those values; this 
may apply also in the case of claims 
where the lands are likely to be on-sold, 
leased, or otherwise alienated to non-
Aboriginal interests.

The draft policy expresses concern 
that the NSw Aboriginal Land Rights 

Colong supports new 
policy on Aboriginal 
interests and nature 

continued on page �
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Act allows for the alienation (ie sale) 
of Aboriginal lands. There is a fear 
that this may “lead to a new era of 
dispossession”. Many people would 
prefer to see Aboriginal-owned lands 
held in perpetuity in a secure form 
of community title. However, the new 
policy recognises that this is a matter 
for Aboriginal communities to decide: 
“Aboriginal people must participate on 
an equal basis in contemporary society, 
including the manner in which they hold 
and deal with their lands”.

The new policy supports consistent 
and non-discriminatory planning rules in 
NSw which protect the environmental 
values of the land. “Land uses and 
development approvals should be 
decided on the basis of good planning 
and not influenced by the ownership of 
the land.”

The policy gives general support 
to the granting of crown lands to 
Aboriginal communities under the NSw 

Aboriginal Lands Right Act, claims 
under the native title system, and the 
system of regional agreements giving 
land and economic rights to Aboriginal 
communities. However, the policy also 
continues the present policy stance which 
“does not accept that national park lands 
should be made available to compensate 
Aboriginal interests for historical 
wrongs, or for economic purposes”. 
It is suggested that a better way to 
provide compensation to Aboriginal 
communities for the past loss of their 
lands, and to improve their economic 
position, is for substantial funding to 
be made available for land acquisition, 
and for other forms of investment, 
and to help secure improvements in 
levels of health, housing, education 
and vocational training. NCC supports 
the reinstatement to Aboriginal interests 
of a share in NSw land tax receipts 
expressly for these purposes.

Under the terms of the new policy the 
co-operation of Aboriginal communities 
will be sought in ensuring that hunting 
and gathering activities in national 

parks are carried out in accordance with 
formally adopted plans of management 
made under the relevant legislation. 
The hope is expressed that Aboriginal 
hunting and gathering in NSw national 
parks will be limited to essential cultural 
purposes; hunting and gathering within 
national parks for economic or other 
purposes is not supported.

The new policy recognises that 
wilderness areas contribute significantly 
to nature conservation and the 
protection of the environment in NSw 
and that wilderness areas must be kept 
free of encroachments, dwellings and 
structures, roads, tracks and other works 
in accordance with the provisions of 
the NSw wilderness Act. It is also 
recognised that “wilderness” is a concept 
that is seen as not fitting well with 
the Aboriginal concept of “country”. 
However, the policy expresses the 
view that there is scope for cooperation 
with Aboriginal groups in managing 
and caring for wilderness areas and 
efforts will continue to be made to find 
common ground. ■

New policy on Aboriginal Interests
continued from page �

by Veronica Nolan, Secretary, 
Capertee Valley Environmental 
Group Inc.

LAST September a helipad 
for joy flights at Capertee 
village, 45 kilometres north 
of Lithgow, was approved 

by the Land and environment Court 
despite a three years struggle to stop it. 
The proposal had already been twice 
rejected by Lithgow City Council. 

From the outset, Capertee Valley 
environmental Group Inc. (CVeG) 
considered the Development Application 
for helicopter joy-flights to hold major 
adverse ramifications for the Greater 
Blue Mountains world Heritage Area, 
wollemi wilderness and National Parks 
in general. Helicopter operations can 
severely disturb the Natural Quiet of 
our parks and interfere with the amenity 
of rural residents. while approval isn’t 
the outcome CVeG had hoped for, at 
least the intended “heliport” was down-
graded to a “helipad.”  

Strict conditions apply to the consent. 
Senior Commissioner Roseth stated 

that… “It is common ground [amongst 
the parties] that the conditions imposed 
on the consent are the most stringent 
yet imposed on the flying of helicopters 
in Australia.” Flight paths, number of 
flights per day, week and year, number 
of daily flights on any flight path are 
restricted and only one helicopter can 
be used. Hovering and circling are also 
limited.

Critically a setback distance out from 
the edges of escarpments and mountain 
peaks, however, was not addressed. 
The court orders that specify flights at 
1500 ft outside parks can be translated 
to flying at cliff top height along the 
escarpments of the Capertee Valley. 

Fortunately the development consent 
is for only five years, so there will be 
opportunity in the future to specifically 
address these distances. The altitude 
over wilderness and GBMwHA is to 
be 2000 ft above the local ground level 
with no clause permitting descent to a 
lower flying altitude while on preferred 
scenic flight routes.

CVeG could not have achieved 
what it did without its Members 

and its supporters. Blue Mountains 
Conservation Society, Colong 
Foundation for wilderness and other 
environmental groups, large and small, 
played a significant role. The help of all 
those individuals and groups enabled 
CVeG to engage a barrister for the 
preliminary hearing and to afford an 
acoustic expert. The expert prepared 
specialist noise reports and spent a 
considerable part of two days in the 
stand as an expert witness.

A complaints mechanism was also 
specified in the consent. The helicopter 
joyflight activities will be monitored 
by CVeG to help protect the world 
Heritage Area and the Gardens of 
Stone from intrusive helicopter noise. 
wilderness and other areas of high 
scenic quality are most at risk because 
these are areas of peace and quiet. 

It is precisely these areas that 
risk being subjected to the greatest 
noise impacts from the joy flight 
operations. CVeG will work with other 
environment groups to ensure that the 
joy-flight activities stick to the approval 
conditions. ■

Capertee helicopter joyflights
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by Keith Muir

THe old saying, that “He couldn’t 
see the wood for the trees”, might 
help to explain why National Parks 
can’t find a Tantawangalo wilderness 
in the South east Forests. An observer’s 
mindset influences what’s seen. 
Science calculates measurement errors 
in terms of precision and accuracy, but 
the observer’s outlook still influences 
interpretation of the results. One 
person’s wilderness or old growth forest 
is another’s timber product.

The 1992 National Forest Policy 
required the States to protect 90 per 
cent of all wilderness. In developing 
a technical wilderness assessment 
that was acceptable to foresters and 
loggers, it is hardly surprising that 
wilderness came in for an overly 
rigid technical assessment. The raw 
“disturbance data” used to identify 
old growth forests during the eden 
Comprehensive Regional Assessment, 
indicate that Tantawangalo was not 
wilderness. 

Tantawangalo, 13,000 hectares of 
magnificent forest, was saved from 
industrial logging and made part of 
the South east Forest National Park in 
1994 by the Fahey Government. Local 
conservationists have also informed 

us that Tantawangalo was only logged 
around its edges, on inholdings of 
former private land and in 81 hectares 
in state forests at the end of Robinsons 
Road. Contrary to the Department’s 
disturbance mapping, our analysis of 
published information and local advice 
suggested that between ten and twelve 
thousand hectares of Tantawangalo 
should be in a wilderness condition.

Our analysis is confirmed by the 
clean waters of Tantawangalo Creek, 
which is the most intact wild stream in 
the South east Forests. From 1984 to 
1993 the creek was found to have the 
lowest stream turbidity for the region. 
How could such records exist if the 
area was logged before becoming a 
national park in 1994? 

It was time for a ‘reality check’. 
So, last October long weekend Valarie 
Atkinson, eddie Mills, Graham 
Daly of the Canopy Native forest 
Committee of TeC and myself headed 
for Tantawangalo in the South east 
forests to siee for ourselves the current 
condition of Tantawangalo’s forests. 

we aimed to measure the logging 
disturbance, and to consider whether 
the wilderness assessment method used 
throughout NSw is being misapplied 
or is in some way inappropriate. To 
a large extent the current disturbance 

assessment is based on forestry thinking 
where the small trees are considered 
young and the big ones are old. The 
assessment language uses loggers 
terms such as: ‘regrowth’, ‘mature’ 
and ‘senescent’ trees, and much of 
the thinking behind the approach is a 
foresters method based on assessing the 
shapes of tree canopies. 

Instead of using the accepted method 
to examine the shapes of tree crowns, 
which is tricky for a novice, we kept 
our science simple. we counted stumps 
and trees. I had a simple method from 
Blue Mountains’ ecologist wyn Jones. 
His would determine the degree of 
disturbance based on total area of trees 
and stumps per hectare. 

A count of stumps and trees per 
hectare can establish just how much 
logging took place. The occasional 
stump does not matter to the ecological 
integrity of the forest. If there were 
many stumps from logging, and few 
large trees, the logging disturbance 
should be obvious. we examined the 
forests around Nunnock Swamp and 
found many gnarly old-looking small 
trees.

Our survey found just three stumps 
in a survey covering 1.4 hectares in 
the eight areas; an insignificant amount 
of logging. There was no point in 
assessing how different the post-logged 
forest was from the original forest. No 
logging could be measured. 

walking through the forests it was 
apparent than logging had not taken 
place for very many years, although the 

Finding the wilderness in 
Tantawangalo’s forests 

Eddie Mills of the Canopy Native Forest Committee measures one of the larger 
trees at site 6 in the Tantawangalo wilderness nomination. Photo: V. Atkinson

continued on page �
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few stumps that we found were in good 
condition. There was no evidence to 
support the claim that the stumps from 
old logging had burnt or rotted. 

Discussion
It appears that the Department’s 

disturbance assessment considered large 
numbers of small trees in the canopy to 
be an indicator of disturbance. These 
small trees are defined as “regrowth”, 
but trees can be small for other reasons 
than age. Many of the areas surveyed 
were very rocky. A greater proportion 
of trees will not grow large in difficult 
conditions. Two sites were on what 
appeared to be quartzite rock and the 
small trees there appeared old. 

After our formal measurements, an 
informal inspection revealed logging of 
former private land, along the edges of 
New Line Road and less intensely down 
the Postmans Track to Tantawangalo 
Creek. Typical of all forested wilderness 
areas in NSw, the edges had been 
damaged. 

Political debates over wilderness 
usually tend to be clothed in purity 
arguments and claims that wilderness 
is in the eye of the beholder tend to 
arise in this context. I think National 
Parks and wildlife need to rethink 
its wilderness assessment process to 
enable consideration of small trees that 
are not “regrowth”. 

National Parks claim to have 
inspected 56 separate areas within 
Tantawangalo in one day. Such a quick 
4wD vehicle drive-through exercise 
should not be dressed up as science 
and is, in any case, biased by sampling 
road edges. The Departmental claim 
that stumps were larger than that of the 
current trees is not supported by our 
measurements. 

The real issue for Tantawangalo is the 
50 kilometres of 4wD roads within the 
nominated wilderness. National Parks 
has signed a MoU with the Rural Lands 
Protection Board for joint management 
of the Cattlemans Track and Postmans 
Track. These old travelling stock routes 
remain excised from the park and are 
promoted for use by off road vehicles. If 
Tantawangalo is accepted as wilderness, 
then the case for adding these travelling 
stock routes to the national park would 
be greatly enhanced.  ■

Wilderness in Tantawangalo
continued from page 7

NA T U R A L I S T , 
Conservationist, Author 
and Ornithologist, Vincent 
Serventy led a very active 

life contributing over sixty odd years 
to environmental conservation work 
throughout Australia and overseas. 
He graduated from the University of 
western Australia in 1941 in science 
and education and then progressed 
from teaching into writing, lecturing 
and film making. He edited several 
naturalist magazines (including 
wildlife in Australia 1966-82), was the 
editor-in-chief of the five volumes of 
Australia’s wildlife heritage, 1973-74, 
and made more than 50 documentary 
films, including ‘Nature walkabout’. 

Vincent was involved in many great 
conservation struggles. He rescued the 
Dryandra Forest in western Australia 
from bauxite mining by a successful 
appeal to the owner Rupert Murdoch 
who was persuaded to relinquish his 
mining leases over the area. with 
others he helped to save Kelly’s Bush 
in Hunters Hill, Kings Park in western 
Australia, the jarrah forests of south 
western Australia, and the Kakadu and 
Uluru areas in the Northern Territory.

For his services to conservation and 
natural history Vincent was appointed 
a Member of the Order of Australia 
(AM) in 1985; held executive positions 
in various conservation societies, 
including Chairmanship of the NSw 
Nature Conservation Council from 
1970-73. Serventy was a Life Member 
of the wildlife Preservation Society 
of Australia for over 50 years and 
served as the Society’s President from 
1973 to 2000. He was also President 
of the wA Naturalists Club, Vice-
President of the world wide Fund for 
Nature (Australia), a Founder of the 
wA National Trust and a Founder of 
the wA Tree Society. 

He published more than 70 books 
on conservation, wildlife preservation 
and wider environmental issues during 
his life time, including The Australian 
Nature Trail (1965), Australian 
Continent in Danger (1966) Nature 

walkabout (1967) Australian wild Life 
Conservation (1968), The Great Barrier 
Reef (1970), A Zoo walkabout (1979), 
Saving Australia (1988), ‘The Flight 
of the Shearwater’ (1996), ‘Serventy 
– An Australian Life’ (1999) and 
‘Conservation Victories and Battles 
Yet to win’ with Patrick w Medway 
(2004) highlighting the conservation 
wins of this period leading up to 
current environmental issue of global 
warming.

Vincent was awarded an honorary 
Doctorate of Science from the 
Macquarie University in 1998 
in recognition of his service to the 
advancement of natural history and 
science.

He led several natural history 
expeditions across Australia including 
an expedition into the Great Victoria 
Desert (1960), was a member of 
the first party to cross Lake eyre 
by boat in 1975 and was zoologist 
to the Australian Geographic Society 
expedition to Recherche Archipelago 
in 1951. He was awarded the Australian 
Natural History medallion in 1974 and 
the Dutch Order of the Golden Ark in 
1985. He was made an emeritus Fellow 
of the Australia Council Literature 
Board in 1993.

He helped organise the world’s 
First Nature Conservation Day (now 
earth Day) and was a Commissioner, 
Australian Heritage Commission, 
was a member of the National Parks 
wildlife Advisory Council of NSw 
from 1968-78 and became Patron of 
Greening Australia (NSw).

Vincent Serventy died on 9th 
September 2007 in a nursing home 
at woy woy on the Central Coast of 
New South wales after a three months 
illness aged 91 years.

Thousands of Australians have taken 
up environmental science as a career, 
or joined conservation groups because 
of his work as a successful publicist 
and educationalist. Vincent Serventy 
worked hard to create a world where 
people saw themselves as trustees for 
the future of the earth.

VALE

Dr Vincent Noel Serventy AM 
1916-2007
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ON a recent ABC Science 
Show Professor Chris 
Johnson of James Cook 
University, Townsville, 

was interviewed by presenter Robyn 
williams about his considered view 
that dingoes should be allowed to roam 
freely in the wild.

williams outlined how Johnson 
describes three waves of extinction 
in his book Australia’s Mammal 
Extinction – A �0,000 Year History. 
First the Megafauna became extinct 
about 45 000 years ago. The thylacine 
and the tasmanian devil became extinct 
on the mainland a few thousand years 
ago and this is often thought to be due 
to the arrival of the dingo as new top 
predator about 4000 years ago. Johnson 
thinks it may have had more to do with 
increased hunting and competition for 
prey.

The last wave was in the last century 
and a half and caused the extinction of 
the smaller ground-dwelling marsupials, 
larger rodents and many bird species, 
although there was no great change 
in their habitats. It was due to two 
imported species, foxes and feral cats, 
becoming the top predators in the bush. 
These two animals exist in other parts 
of the world and have not caused the 
extinction of equivalent small animals 
there; so why in Australia?

Johnson finds that it is because 
there is no larger predator to limit the 
population of foxes and cats. He cites 
what happened in Sweden when the 
Lynx was hunted almost to extinction. 
This caused an explosion in the fox 
population and a dramatic reduction 
in their prey. Since the hunting of 
Lynx ceased about ten years ago, the 
fox population has decreased by about 
10% per year and the small animals 
have recovered.

Johnson observed a similar effect 
on a beef-cattle station in northern 
NSw where the owners did not try and 
control the dingos. There were no foxes 
on the property because they were 

hunted and killed by the local dingos. 
He observed this also in other areas of 
Australia where there is a stable dingo 
population and found that there is less 
extinction of species in such areas.

There are some dramatic illustrations 
of this. One of the last mammal 
species to become extinct on mainland 
Australia was the Mala, or Rufus Hare 
wallaby, which we lost in about 1990. 
It is still being bred in captivity and 
there are populations on islands off 
the west Australian coast, but on the 
mainland it is extinct in the wild. In the 
mid 1980s there was one population 
of Malas left in the Tanami Desert 
and they lived in an area that had 
lots of dingos. Dingos occasionally 
preyed on them and it seemed like a 
good idea to poison the dingos to help 
boost the Mala population, so that was 
done. But within a couple of weeks of 
poisoning the dingos, foxes invaded 
the area, cats invaded the area, and 
before too long all of the Mala had 
been killed. There was a person doing 
a PhD study on the Mala, so he could 
see exactly what happened. Fox tracks 
would appear in one part of his study 
area and very quickly the Mala tracks 
would disappear. Then the fox tracks 
would move on to another part of the 
study area and the Mala tracks would 
disappear there. It could have been just 
a few individual foxes moving through 
the colony that eventually killed the 
whole lot of them, but that hadn’t 
happened until the dingos had been 
removed. This suggests that we can 
use the Dingo as a kind of biological 
control of foxes and cats, and that 
this can actually work to prevent 
extinction.

Some in the cattle industry recognise 
this possibility and find that the 
occasional loss of a calf is outweighed 
by the gain from control of kangaroos 
and feral pigs by wild dingos. when 
there are plenty of kangaroos and feral 
pigs the dingos prefer hunting those to 
attacking cattle. ■

Dingos control 
feral animals

Snow job on cloud 
seeding 
In 2004, the Snowy-Hydro Cloud 
Seeding Trial Act was passed to allow 
ground based silver iodide generators 
to undertake cloud seeding operations 
within the Kosciuszko National Park . 
This law over-rides all the laws protect-
ing wildlife, wilderness and national 
parks . A bureaucratic leak at the time 
revealed that the Department of Envi-
ronment and Conservation recom-
mended detailed environmental studies 
before the trial, a peer review and 
public participation in the proposal . The 
advice was largely ignored .
Snowy-Hydro now propose to expand 
the ‘Trial’ into the Jagungal Wilderness, 
using the same behind closed doors 
assessment process to get Ministerial 
approval . 
The National Parks Association of NSW 
has demanded a halt to the ‘Trial’, 
after it discovered that the repeated 
claims by Snowy Hydro Limited and 
Kosciuszko ski industry regarding 
cloud seeding trial were baseless . The 
Natural Resources Commission (NRC), 
which independently reviews the ‘Trial’, 
has reported that there is no evidence 
of any increase in snow falls . The 
report, completed in June, also shows 
that Snowy Hydro’s environmental 
monitoring ‘cannot scientifically prove 
whether or not cloud seeding causes 
environmental impacts’ . To remedy 
the situation, the NRC recommends 
improvements be made to monitoring 
of snow dwelling fauna, ecotoxicology, 
fish, stream flow and potable water 
quality . 
Snowy Hydro Limited want to double 
the area of the ‘Trial’ to 2000 square 
kilometres, which would move it into 
the Jagungal Wilderness . This move 
has been recently supported by ski 
resort interests, putting more pressure 
of Environment Minister Koperberg to 
approve the move . 
The expenditure of the $20 million or 
more in public funds on the ‘Trial’ is 
essentially a waste of money, as the 
results cannot be used to determine 
whether snow fall can be increased 
without adverse impacts . Fatally, the 
2007 NRC report states that ‘reporting 
[on snow depths since 1954] does not 
provide any evidence to support claims 
of increased snowfall caused by cloud 
seeding, or any statistical evidence 
that cloud seeding increased snowpack 
depth during either the 2005 or 2006 
seasons .’ Such a bungling ‘Trail’ should 
not compromise the Jagungal Wilder-
ness .
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The ways of the Bushwalker 
On foot in Australia 
by Melissa Harper 
Published by UNSW Press 
RRP $32 .95

Reviewed by Keith Muir

IN this book on the origins of 
bushwalking, many sacred cows are 
slaughtered in a search for the truth. Such 
a thorough and critical examination of 
bushwalking is healthy. Much of what 
is reported is as fascinating and it is 
revealing. However, I draw the line 
at Myles Dunphy being depicted 
carrying a gun in two images, and 
Dr Harper claims he carried a gun 
into the 1940s. This exaggerates the 
truth, as Myles was not known to tote a 
gun into his middle age, and repudiated 
the use guns on walks after his early 
walks in Nattai area. Towards the end of 
the book, this annoyance is aggravated 
by her remarks that the views of Colong 
Foundation on Aboriginal ownership of 
national parks somehow make us like 
four-wheel drivers demanding more 
access. 

As a social history of walking in 
Australia, it is a well written and 
engaging book, but it comes with an 
agenda. In concluding Melissa Harper 
writes that ‘while the ideal of a ‘real’ 
bushwalk persists, its dominance is 
being challenged, just as this book has 
attempted to displace it historically. 
In seeking to tell the ‘real’ history of 
bushwalking, I have aimed to show that 
the wilderness ideal as it developed in 
the 1920s does not mark the beginnings 
of bushwalking but needs to be seen as 
a part of a much longer, decidedly more 
casual history of walking.’ 

well so what if the original 
wilderness bushwalkers were not the 
first bushwalkers. Humanity evolved to 
walk two legs and lived in the wilderness 
for 130 thousand years at least before 
culture was invented. 

The relevant 
historical point about the 
efforts of early wilderness bushwalking 
leadership is that they created Australia’s 
environment movement. Myles Dunphy, 
Marie Byles and all the rest were our 
first nature conservation lobbyists. 
They developed detailed reserve 
proposals and in a world-first brought 
about community-based conservation 
campaigning. Milo Dunphy (a Mountain 
Trails Club member) then turned the 
NSw conservation groups of the late 
1960s into an effective grass-roots 
fighting force for the total environment 
in the 1970s. 

The ways of the Bushwalker virtually 
dismisses this important historical 
fact, which is a pity because so much 
of the book points toward growing 
conservation awareness through the 
popularity of walking. 

Today we are relearning how 
walking is important for health and 
our environmental awareness. Prime 
Minister Howard’s morning power 
walks have played a part in his survival. 
The most important message of this 
book is that it encourages us to get up 
out of our chairs and walk, even if it’s 
just around the local park. ■

BOOK REVIEw

The ways of the 
bushwalker

NCC Annual 
Conference 2007
The Colong Foundation submitted the 
following motions to the conference, 
which were passed without 
amendment:
❖ Resolution of the legal 
impediments to wilderness 
This conference calls for the removal 
of the legal impediments to wilderness 
processes on non-commercial Crown-
timbered lands by:
a) Ensuring any wilderness 
assessments or identified wilderness 
land within the Integrated Forestry 
Operations Approval areas are legally 
valid;
b) Amendment of s39 of the Forestry 
and National Parks Estate Act, 1998 
so that it is transparently clear this 
provision applies only to FMZ 4 
(commercial forests) areas in the 
State Forest estate and not to non-
commercial Crown-timber lands, in 
keeping with the manner in which this 
Act was originally put into effect;
c) Similarly amend the Community 
Conservation Area Act, 2005 so that 
the Pilliga, Bebo and Mt Kaputar 
wilderness areas can be formally 
assessed and protected under the 
Wilderness Act, 1987. 
❖ Protection of Wilderness from 
logging
That the Nature Conservation Council 
of NSW supports the protection of 
identified wilderness from forestry 
operations on private land under an 
amended Private Native Forestry 
Code.
❖ Bring back the Dingo
That the Nature Conservation 
Council of NSW calls on the NSW 
Scientific Committee to review its 
stance regarding deferral of listing as 
threatened certain dingo populations 
in national parks and state forests.
❖ Fire Management and Wilderness
That the Nature Conservation Council 
of NSW calls for fire management 
that treats wilderness as an asset 
that should be protected from fire 
regimes and fire operations that are 
detrimental to the conservation of 
wilderness values.



Colong Bulletin ��4, November �007 page 11

by Alex Colley

wHeN faced with a choice 
between development 
and conservation, the 
major political parties 

opt for development. The targets they 
have for reduction of greenhouse 
emissions are of no value unless they 
adopt, and commence to implement, 
measures to reduce the emissions. Just 
how much time there is left to effect 
significant reduction is unpredictable, 
but judging by the rapid onset of 
global warming in recent years, and its 
continued increase, it may be only a 
few years. It has even been estimated 
that there will be a serious “blip’ in 
the near future. Neither governments 
nor oppositions have any policy for 
reducing two of the main sources of 
emissions - coal burning power plants 
and the use of cars, both of which are 
increasing.

Until recently the Commonwealth 
Government refused to acknowledge 
global warming. It has now 
acknowledged it, though Mr. Howard 
describes it as a ‘climate shift.’ In his 
book High and Dry, Dr Guy Pearse, a 
former government advisor, describes 
how “the green mafia,” consisting 
of industry bodies, influenced the 
Government. Dr. Pearson, a former 
CSIRO division chief was reprimanded 
and encouraged to take redundancy 
when he joined a group of scientists 
urging action to cut greenhouse 
gases. The states also build coal fired 
power stations instead of promoting 
renewable energy. Victoria is building 
a brown coal fired plant, subsidised by 
the Commonwealth. NSw is planning 
another coal fired power station. 
Queensland has nearly completed one. 
west Australia is opting for one. In S.A. 
the expanded Roxby Downs uranium 
mine is likely to deprive the state 
of natural gas through its excessive 
energy demand.

The excuse for inaction is that, 
since Australia controls only 1.4% of 
the global economy, any action on our 
part will have no appreciable effect. 
Although the U.S. controls 25% of the 
global economy it argues that there is 
no point in reducing emissions unless 

the rest of the world, particularly China 
and India, does the same. The only 
country seriously reducing emissions 
is Sweden, ranked with the top five 
countries in terms of per capita income, 
which intends to be carbon neutral by 
2020 and expects its per capita income 
to rise. Australia, which by reason of 
its arid and variable climate is set to 
be one the worst affected countries, 
could set an example of emission 
reduction. we have abundant sunlight, 
wind power and thermal energy- the 
main sources of green energy. Coal 
fired power is said to be cheaper, 
but the American boom in investment 
in renewable energy contradicts this 
assertion. A carbon tax, by raising the 
price of fossil fuels, would encourage 
the installation of renewable energy.

Almost every development which 
has been opposed on environmental 
grounds has been approved by the major 
political parties. In NSw the disposal 
of leasehold lands will transfer some 
6000 identified natural areas to private 
owners. Some 100,000 River Red 
Gums are to be cut down for railway 

sleepers. The construction of tourist 
accommodation within national parks 
is under consideration. The destruction 
of timber in Tasmania for woodchips 
and a pulp mill is approved by both the 
Government and the Opposition.

Neither the Government nor the 
Opposition have a policy of replacing 
coal fired power stations with 
renewable energy. Despite the shortage 
of water, high housing prices, rising 
temperatures and traffic congestion, 
both aim for growth and there is no 
policy of reducing immigration from 
the present level of 162,000 a year. 
On October 10th, a draft policy 
was announced which would allow 
development on land regarded as of 
national environmental importance as 
long as the effects on wildlife and 
other factors was offset elsewhere. 
This would allow the clearing of native 
forests so long as trees were planted 
elsewhere. There is ample room for 
development outside land of national 
environmental importance. There is no 
reason for this policy, beyond favouring 
development above conservation. ■

Development overrides conservation

More trees Gunned down
The Tasmanian Government readily assented to the proposal by Gunns Ltd 
to build a pulp mill next the Tamar River on the state’s north coast . The Gov-
ernment always promotes the cutting down of forests rather than preserving 
them as a tourist attraction . The proposal needed Commonwealth Government 
approval . Mr . Turnbull, Minister for the Environment, spent some weeks consid-
ering it, but eventually approved the proposal with some minor amendment, in 
accord with the Government’s growth policy, despite Mr . Howard’s planned inter-
national conference to save the world’s forests .
The mill will consume 80% of its feedstock from native forests (3 .2 million tons a 
year) . It will pump 72 million tons of effluent into the river, which runs into Bass 
Strait . It is opposed by the Professional Fishermen’s Association, while the state 
tourism council believes it will negatively affect the Tasmanian “brand .” A list of 
128 leading scientists has demanded a new assessment of the mill .
Two years ago the A .L .P .’s shadow environment Minister, Mr . Anthony Albanese, 
committed the Opposition to pursuing an end to using Tasmania’s old growth 
forests for woodchipping . But in the battle to win the approval of the voters in 
the marginal seats of Braddon and Bass, the A .L .P has also approved the mill . 
Mr Rudd said the building of the mill was “the best sort of balance between jobs 
and the environment the country wants .”
Meanwhile Chris Beadle a professional forest scientist of 35 years experience 
has questioned whether Tasmania’s forests can supply the large amounts of 
wood needed for the pulp mill . In October he wrote in Australasian Journal of 
Science that ‘current rates of harvesting exceed the long-term sustainable yield .’ 
Another ten years of forest mining operations would see Tasmania’s big trees 
run out, and then the pulp mill’s need for trees each year must be partly met 
from elsewhere . The expected shortfall of hardwood woodchips could come via 
the Eden woodchip mill, which would secure one subsidised forest industry with 
another .
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by Keith Muir

UPON election of the Greiner 
Government in 1988, a 
program of conversion 
of perpetual leasehold to 

freehold was announced. The sale was 
stopped in 1989, however, following 
a campaign that was initiated by 
Milo Dunphy, and a moratorium 
established. 

Now the Iemma Government is 
intent on selling to leaseholders Crown 
leases at 3 per cent of market value. 
Once sold, the land would be open 
to greater development opportunities. 
Most leased land is currently used only 
for overflow grazing when times are 
tough. The Department of environment 
and Climate Change has ranked 6,000 
of these Crown leases as being of “high 
conservation value.” 

The decision by Minister for Lands, 
Tony Kelly, to dispose of these high 
conservation lands would overturn the 
Greiner Government moratorium. At 
least 162 parcels of wilderness across 
the State are planned to be sold for 
a pittance and would compromise at 
least 120,000 hectares.

The covenants that are supposed 
to protect these lands do not stop 
development. These covenants rely on 
the Conveyancing Act, 1919 which 
has no effective enforcement powers, 
such as fines and stop work orders. 
In addition, the establishment and 
management costs for these covenants 
exceed the financial returns from selling 
the land. In other words it will cost the 
Government money to allow farmers to 
degrade wilderness backblocks.

Conversion would also fragment 
large national parks as enclaves of 
private development and exclusive 
hideaway properties are established 
on the former Crown land. Park and 
environmental maintenance costs will 
also increase. In the end these bush 
blocks could be cleared regardless of 
covenants, as few Department of Lands 

inspectors would have the time or 
inclination to prevent it.

In 1989 Nick Greiner intervened to 
stop the sale of high conservation value 
areas and there is still time for Premier 
Morris Iemma to follow Greiner’s 
example and say “NO” to selling off 
Crown lands of high conservation 
value. 

Climate change brings with it a 
need for the Government to fully use 
its residual rights in Crown leases that 
have protected the native vegetation 
and wild streams of intact headwater 
catchments for over 100 years. The 
Department of Lands has recommended 
three perpetual leases in the washpool 
wilderness for sale along the Timbarra 
River. washpool is one of the very 
best wilderness areas in the state and 
it seems incredible that such an area 
can have its headwater catchments 
disposed of in this manner.

For thirty years Governments of all 
persuasions have been acquiring rugged 
escarpment country along the Great 
Divide for conservation. Piece by piece, 
washpool and other iconic parks such 
as Oxley and Guy Fawkes have been 
built up through voluntary acquisition 
of Crown leasehold land. The Dunphy 
wilderness Fund voluntarily purchased 
77,000 hectares of such land for $13 
million over ten years. The vision of 
building intact wild parks is at now 
risk by allowing exclusive enclaves of 
private development in parks through 
conversion of perpetual leases to 
freehold title.

Instead of selling these lands 
off, all leases in wilderness areas, 
the Macquarie marshes and Gwydir 
wetlands, Crown land adjacent to 
National Parks, and the large vegetated 
leases in the Central Division should 
be reserved from sale. Such high 
conservation value Crown lands once 
reserved from sale should be subject 
to the previous low rentals to remove 
pressure for development and give 
relief to farmers.  ■

Selling off  
Crown Lands

Appropriate 
philanthropy
by Alex Colley

The ultimate source of wealth is the 
environment, and it is appropriate that 
the wealthy should devote some of 
their gains to its preservation . Many 
wealthy men have donated millions 
of dollars to conservation . In Chile, 
Sebastian Piera created the Parque 
Tantauco of 120,000 hectares and has 
promised to conserve blue whales and 
forests . In the U .S . Douglas Tomkins 
organised the Wetlands Philanthropy 
movement and has bought or organised 
the purchase of 891,000 hectares in 
Chile and Argentina . The Swiss art 
magnate Ernst Beyeler helped to buy 
Checabuco for the Chilean national 
park . Hansjorg Wyss of Switzerland 
has donated millions of dollars to 
the preservation of parts of western 
America . The investment bankers, 
Goldman Sachs reserved 270,000 
hectares of forests in Patagonia . Much 
of the wealth devoted to conservation 
has been invested in South America . It 
is a pity Australia has been overlooked . 
Nor have many wealthy Australians 
donated or purchased land or given to 
the environment movement . A donation 
to the Dunphy Wilderness Fund or to 
conservation NGOs is perhaps the 
most effective contribution the wealthy 
could make . The Colong Foundation 
has been one of the most successful 
conservation organisations, but it 
could do a lot more if it had the means 
to employ staff and spend more on 
publicity .

Trees going cheap
In Victoria we found out about woodchip 
log prices using freedom of information 
laws . This information showed our 
native forests are being given away at 
the bargain basement price of 11 cents 
a tonne . . . Eleven cents a tonne means 
a truckload of logs sells for the price of 
a loaf of bread, a big beautiful tree for 
the price of a postage stamp .
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