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Cape York peninsula is the 
wild and relatively unknown 
expanse in the far north of 
Queensland. about two-thirds 
the size of Victoria, it is home to 
wetlands, huge and unregulated 
monsoonal rivers, the largest 
remaining tract of tropical 
rainforest on the continent, 
heathlands, dunefields and 
some of the most extensive 
tropical savannah left on the 

planet. Cape York also fringes 
the healthiest section of the 
Great Barrier Reef. Cape York 
boasts thousands of species of 
animals and birds including 
loads of crocodiles, the huge 
palm Cockatoo that stands half 
a metre tall and the blinky-
eyed cuscus.

The conservation values 
of Cape York have been 
internationally recognised over 
many years. In 1982, to mark ten 
years since the establishment of 
the World Heritage Convention, 

the IUCN produced a list of 
219 sites globally worthy of 
World Heritage protection. 13 
australian sites were included 
on the list, of these, only the 
Channel Country, south-west 
Wa and Cape York remain 
unlisted. In 2003 Conservation 
International relied on the 
work of 200 eminent scientists 
to identify the 37 last great 
wilderness areas on earth. 
Cape York was one of them. 
On a damaged planet these last 
vast wild places are precious 
and rare. 

after more than a decade 
of campaigning by the 
conservation movement, 
international recognition 
and protection for Cape York 
is within reach. Both the 
Queensland state and Federal 
Governments have committed 
to World Heritage listing for 

Cape York. The Queensland 
Government passed legislation, 
The Cape York Peninsula Heritage 
Act in October last year which 
outlines the way forward on 
many of the issues on Cape 
York, including providing 
a 12 month timeline for 
an expert panel to identify 
boundaries and management 
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Cape York Vision 2020
Cape York peninsula is one of the last great 
wild places on earth. It is huge, stunning 
and intact. With both the Queensland and 
Federal Governments committed to pursuing 
World Heritage listing for Cape York, we have 
a historical window of opportunity to protect 
its wonders.

Meeting Dates
Level 2, Fortuna House, 332 Pitt 
St, at 2pm on second Thursday 
of the month: 10th July, 14th 
August and 11th September.Photo courtesy of The Wilderness Society
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approaches for a future World 
Heritage nomination. The 
Rudd government promised at 
the 2007 election to work with 
the Queensland Government and 
traditional owners to pursue World 
Heritage listing for appropriate 
areas of Cape York, recognising 
the importance of Commonwealth 
leadership and the consent of 
traditional owners. This is a huge 
opportunity for Cape York. The 
Wilderness Society is working 
hard to keep both governments 
focused on pursuing this 
outcome.

The Challenge of 
Conservation in Northern 
Australia

World Heritage listing 
however is only the icing on the 
cake in a long and complicated 
journey for the conservation 
movement as it has grappled 
with the challenges of 
environmental protection in 
remote northern australia. 
Campaigning for nature in 
northern australia is a whole 
new game for an environment 
movement which has largely 
operated in southern australia. 

Unlike the south, most of 
Northern australia including 
Cape York is ecologically 
intact. The rivers run free, 
the ecological processes are 
uninterrupted, and the forests 
and woodlands still stand 
upright. 

Cape York is so wild and 
the monsoonal weather so 
punishing that industrialised 
society has had trouble working 
out how to exploit and destroy 
it. However, ideas for destructive 
development pop up regularly, 

most recently through the 
Northern Taskforce set up by 
the Howard Government and 
lead by Senator Bill Heffernan. 
Senator Heffernan said all sorts 
of crazy stuff, reflecting grand 
nation building schemes for the 
north that have floated around 
since the 1940s. Damming its 
mighty rivers and irrigating 
its dusty plains, replacing the 
Murray Darling as the main 
food producing region in the 
country and populating its 
emptiness. 

The Rudd government is 
planning to reconstitute the 
taskforce. We hope it will have 
a more balanced agenda.

Many of the conservation 
tools we have used in the south 
are not appropriate across such 
large areas. By NSW standards 
probably the entire 13 million 
hectares of Cape York (bar 
a rather large bauxite mine 
at Weipa!)  has wilderness 
values. It is clearly impossible 
and inappropriate to imagine 
National park protection over 
such a vast and “lived in” space.

The other important aspect 
of northern australia is that 
it is home to many aboriginal 
people. Conservation will only 
happen in consultation and 
cooperation with aboriginal 
people who live on the land 
and, to a large extent, own it. 
Chronic poverty marks these 
communities. The aboriginal 
people of northern australia 
have largely missed out on 
the opportunities economic 
development offers.

The task before us is to 
imagine a future for Northern 
australia which provides 
economic opportunities 
for the some of the most 
disadvantaged australians 
while also keeping its ecology 
intact and functioning. It has 
been noted internationally 
that Northern australia is a 

unique opportunity. No other 
developed nation has such a 
huge swathe of natural wonder 
still intact. But this ecological 
treasure has a compelling 
social aspect. Most traditional 
developments such as mining 
and irrigation have failed to 
deliver real development for 
indigenous people and for the 
wider community. We must 
find economic opportunities 
that are compatible with the 
culture of its people and the 
ecology of the place. 

What has this meant for 
the Wilderness Society’s 
Cape York campaign?

Over many years the 
Wilderness Society has 
struggled with these challenges 
and has come up with a 
multi-pronged approach to 
conservation planning on Cape 
York.

Removing Threats
This is a simple but important 

notion – what makes Cape York 
so unique? Its vegetation still 
stands and its rivers still flow! 
as part of the Queensland 
government’s land clearing 
legislation, a specific land 
clearing ban across Cape York 

 4

Photo courtesy of The Wilderness Society

Cape York 
Vision 2020
 Continued from page �
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janet mayer

In 1944 Myles Dunphy drew 
a map on behalf of the National 
parks and primitive areas 
Council showing the proposed 
Kurrarong and abraham’s 
Bosom primitive Reserves. 
Following notification of 
various reserves, in 1945 the 
Commonwealth Government 
obtained a long term lease over 
the greater part of the State 
Lands of Beecroft peninsula 
‘for national Defence purposes’. 
This lease automatically 
revoked the reserve status.

Beecroft peninsula was listed 
on the Register of the National 
estate (21-10-1980) for its 
significant geological, floral 
and faunal values. Beecroft 
peninsula became known as 
B.p. Weapons Range. It is used 
for ‘naval gunfire support’ 
exercises i.e. shelling from ship 
to shore. These exercises have 
led to U.X.O.’s (unexploded 
ordinance) remaining 
undetected on the range, 
resulting in at least one known 
case of serious injury. Night 
time exercises use flares which 
have on numerous occasions 
resulted in destructive fires. 
One such incident resulted 
in the fire escaping from the 
‘impact zone’ into sensitive 
heathland near Honeymoon 
Bay. Weapons testing has left 
large craters filled with water 
in areas previously covered 
by a flora reserve. Combined 
military exercises have seen 
damage to sensitive Sepp 14 
listed wetlands and areas of 
heathland have been cleared 
for camp sites and parking areas 
accommodating heavy military 
machinery. B.p. is used as a 
weapons testing range not only 
by australian Defence Forces, 
but also those of other countries 
(e.g. U.S.a. and New Zealand) 
during major international 
military exercises in australia.

The area is sacred to the 
Jerrinja aboriginal people as 
the birthplace of the thirteen 
tribes of the south coast with 
over 200 listed sites of special 
significance. The Jerrinja Com-
munity submitted a land claim 

over the peninsula to the then 
premier of N.S.W. Nick Greiner 
on 9th December 1988, this 
was not successful.

Several protests against De-
fence activities on the B.p. 
Weapons Range took place pri-
or to the activity which caught 
media attention in 1989. a 
major multinational exercise 
known as “Tasman Link” was 
proposed for Jervis Bay involv-
ing the B.p. Weapons Range. 
a plan was hatched to foil this 
exercise by secreting a number 
of people onto the Range, then 
informing the Dept. of Defence 
that people were hidden there. 
This forced the allied defence 
forces to cancel the entire ex-
ercise thus abandoning their 
plans to shell the area from 
offshore naval vessels, due to 
the risk of injury to the hidden 
protesters. Despite intensive 
searches by the Defence Dept. 
none of the protesters were lo-
cated.

The success of this tech-
nique for protecting Beecroft 
was used on many subsequent 
occasions over the next couple 
of years, reliably succeeding in 
cancelling the proposed activ-
ity. The intervening periods 
between exercises were used 
by members of various conrse-
vation groups and the Jerrinja 
Community to try and put a 
stop to Defence activity on the 
range. There were some minor 
gains during this period which 
included a cleanup of Defence 
debris which had littered the 
area for some time.

In 1993 a proposal was 
lodged to relocate the east 
Coast armaments Complex 
from Newington (Sydney) to 
Jervis Bay (including a wharf 
to be built from Long Beach 
B.p. into the Bay.) thereby fur-
ther eroding the conservation 
values of the area. Many rallies 
opposing the relocation were 
held and eventually plans for 
Jervis Bay as the preferred site 
were abandoned.

That same year a vigil was 
held by two a.C.F. (austra-
lian Conservation Foundation) 
members alec Sourdin and 
myself to thwart a proposal by 

aMSa (australian Maritime 
Services authority) to erect a 
20mtr high steel automated 
lighthouse tower adjacent to the 
heritage listed point perpendic-
ular Lighthouse and associated 
buildings on B.p.. The proposal 
would significantly affect the 
visual amenity of the headland 
and impact on the relation-
ship of the lighthouse to its 
surroundings. alec and I were 
arrested for our efforts!

There were more “battles” 
over the lighthouse when De-
fence Dept. and the National 
parks and Wildlife Service 
“fought” for ownership of the 
point perpendicular Light-
house and adjacent buildings. 
The Dept with the greater bud-
get won that one.

In both the lighthouse issues 
Milo Dunphy (Myles’ son) on 

behalf of Total environment 
Centre gave written and moral 
support to the campain. De-
spite all our efforts however, 
the tower was constructed and 
Defence aquired the Lighthouse 
and adjacent buildings.

More protests were held in 
an effort to foil the next claim 
for B.p. by Defence. a Super-
sonic Missile Launch Facility 
was proposed in 2001. Once 
again the battle was lost and 
the launch pad and storage 
area were constructed on the 
range. energy waned, and the 
hopes, dreams and schemes 
abandoned when the How-
ard “Liberal” Government 
introduced the sedition laws. 
actions opposing the Defence 
Dept. could now be considered 
as ‘terrorism’.

The Drum and Drumstick, Beecroft Peninsula. Photo Howard Jones

Beecroft battlelines 
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was implemented in 2004. 
In 2005, the Queensland 

government passed the Wild 
Rivers Act. The Wild Rivers act 
ensures that rivers without 
regulation are protected from 
dams and irrigation. Stand 
alone legislation to protect 
wild rivers is the first of its 
type in australia and only 
the third in the world. The 
flood plains and associated 
hydrological features such as 
wetlands and groundwater 
have limits put on their use 
and the building of large dams 
and water storages is explicitly 
banned. Cape York has 13 wild 
rivers and the first are set for 
protection this year. 

building a Protected Area 
Network

Over the last decade the 
Queensland Government 
has spent approximately $30 
million buying leasehold land 
on Cape York for conservation. 
Most of the entire east coast is 
now allocated to conservation 
management. a government 
lead tenure resolution process 
on the Cape has worked 
with traditional owners and 
conservation groups to allocate 
this land. Roughly 50% of the 
land has become National parks 
which are joint managed with 
indigenous people, 50% has 
become indigenous owned land 
with conservation management 
agreements. 

Furthermore, the Rudd 
Government announced in 
March an additional $180 
million to increase the National 

Reserve System and identified 
Cape York, northern australia 
and their savannahs as a 
priority.

private land conservation 
is also an important piece of 
the puzzle on Cape York. Last 
year the Howard government 
purchased a large property, 
Bertiehaugh, on the north of 
Cape York to be managed by 
the Irwin family. Bush Heritage 
already owns a property in 
the south and the australian 
Wildlife Conservancy has just 
issued a prospectus to raise cash 
to purchase a third property. 

The first Indigenous 
protected area on the Cape 
covering, in the first instance 
200 000 hectares and expected 
to be expanded to over half a 
million hectares, is due to be 
proclaimed on the Cape in 
June 2008. 

Conservation Economy
The Wilderness Society is 

doing what it can to support the 
development of a “conservation 
economy.” Finding funding 
and structures to support land 
management is an important 
aspect of this. at the 2006 
Queensland election the 
Wilderness Society successfully 
lobbied for the creation of 
100 indigenous “Wild River 
Ranger” positions, at a cost of 
about $35 million. 

We are pushing to ensure 
the carbon economy provides 
opportunities to support 
traditional burning and land 
management which reduce 
carbon emissions. Furthermore 
the Wilderness Society is 
working to promote eco-tourism 
ventures on the Cape. We have a 

Cape York tourist map available 
which lists eco-tourism 
companies – we recommend 
them for a wild and beautiful 
holiday. a copy is available on 
our website www.wilderness.
org.au/capeyork or call us and 
we will send one to you. 

World Heritage
ever since 1996 when the 

first formal agreement was 
made between conservationists, 
aboriginal interests and 
pastoralists on the Cape, World 
Heritage listing for Cape York 
has been an aspiration of the 
conservation movement. 

We believe World Heritage 
listing could provide a planning 
framework across the region 
including core areas of high 
level protection as well as zones 
for other activities. 

World Heritage is a flexible 
regime that recognises that 
some places need rigorous 
protection such as offered by 

National parks while other 
lands are used for economic 
purposes such as ecologically 
sustainable cattle grazing. 
World Heritage also celebrates 
and supports indigenous land 
management and use. 

World Heritage also will 
provide the obvious benefits of 
Commonwealth involvement 
and funding as well as the status 
and economic opportunities 
the World Heritage “brand” 
delivers internationally.

The Wilderness Society 
hopes you’ll join us in the 
campaign for World Heritage 
protection for Cape York.  We 
would like to see a nomination 
submitted internationally by 
2010. please write to peter 
Garrett and encourage him 
on his commitments to World 
Heritage listing for Cape York, 
for increases to the reserve 
system there and greater support 
for indigenous protected areas 
and rangers. ❖

Cape York Vision 2020
 Continued from page �

Late in 2007 hopes and en-
ergy for a better future for B.p. 
were rekindled with the election 
of the Rudd Labour Govern-
ment. The Greens candidate for 
Kiama in that election Ben van 
der Wijngaart as a Fellow of the 
australian College of Srategic 
Studies, Group Captain (re-
tired) and former Commandant 
R.a.a.F. Staff College, recently 
wrote “…the concept of naval 
gunfire support, that is, firing 
shells from a surface vessel to a 

shore position, is now general-
ly regarded as tactically arcane 
and an inefficient use of naval 
assets… Modern ships now 
rely on various forms of mis-
siles including cruise missiles, 
ship-to-ship and ship-to-shore. 
…Beecroft Range would be 
entirely inappropriate for such 
weaponry… “

a few ‘hopefuls’ including 
Ben and myself ‘armed’ with 
the above knowledge and his-
tory, together with the Jerrinja 
Community will continue the 
efforts to secure a permanent 
conservation status for this sa-
cred area. ❖

Beecroft battlelines
 Continued from page �

geoff mosley

THe environmental conserv-
ation movement does great work 
in the diverse fields it tackles. 
Unfortunately, until now, there 
has been one vital element 
missing – an overall approach 
which is able to place these 
different efforts in the context 
of working for an economy and 
way of life which is sustainable 
in the long term. Now the gap 
is on its way to being filled 
with a recent environmental 
conservation development in 
the United States.

The new initiative is the 
formation of the Center for the 
advancement of the Steady 
State economy, or CaSSe. 
CaSSe is now spreading its 
wings and endeavouring to 
win support for its mission in 
australia.

In a nutshell CaSSe rejects 
the idea that sustainability can 
be achieved in the context of 
a never ending commitment 
to economic growth. It is the 
pursuit of this goal combined 
with population growth 
which is the basic cause of 
the self evident world wide 

environmental degradation. 
The alternative is the dynamic 
steady state alternative first 
elaborated on by economist 
Herman Daly but with roots 
stretching back to the mid 
nineteenth century and the 
writings of John Stuart Mill.

CaSSe’s fist step is to 
make people aware of the 
unacceptability of endless 
economic growth paradigm 
and the fact that there is an 
alternative to work for. To this 
end it is seeking endorsements 
of its position which is given 
below. If you, or your group, 
would like to endorse the 
position you can do so via 
the following link: www.
steadystate.org/positionOneG.
html

Further information 
including a CaSSe sign off 
sheet for use at meetings, a 
brochure and the latest CaSSe 
newsletter can be obtained from 
Geoff Mosley at ‘mosenett@
optusnet.com.au’. Geoff is 
the newly appointed CaSSe 
Director for australia. Further 
information on CaSSe can be 
accessed via its website – www.
steadystate.org ❖

CaSSe, a non economic 
growth movement
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david lockwood

a new study published 
in Nature examining 
tens of thousands 
of biological and 

physical systems has reinforced 
the view amongst many 
researchers that man made 
climate change is changing 
the behaviour of plants and 
animals.

an international team in-
cluding many members of the 
IpCC ran a statistical analy-
sis of observations of natural 
systems using data stretching 
back to 1970. This reviewed the 
behaviour of 829 physical phe-
nomena and 28,800 biological 
species.

The authors concluded that 
climate change is having a 
broad range of impacts on 
physical and biological systems 
not only at a global scale but 
also a continental scale.

among the changes seen 
in the study are the timing of 
plant flowering, bird nesting, 
ice melting, salmon migration, 
pollen release and declines in 
populations of polar bears, krill 
and penguins.

as one of the authors said 
“I think global warming is the 
biggest challenge facing our 

planet, but at the same time it 
is leading us to sustainability 
because of rapidly growing ac-
tion. It is finally shaking us up 
and getting us to realize what is 
going on with the planet”.

In another recent paper, 
James Hansen and colleagues 
have presented more dis-
turbing news. In their paper 
entitled “Target atmospheric 
CO2: Where Should Humanity 
aim?”, they estimate that there 
is already 2 degrees of warming 
built into the climate system.

They conclude that 385ppm 
CO2 (the current level) is al-
ready too high to maintain the 
climate to which humanity and 
wildlife are adapted to.

They suggest we should aim 
for a CO2 level of 350ppm and 
then gradually reduce this to-
wards 300ppm. This could be 
done by phasing out the use 
of coal over the next 25years 
and adopting agricultural prac-
tices that sequester carbon on a 
global scale. If we don’t do this, 
the eventual response to a dou-
bling of CO2 in the atmosphere 
would be an earth which is 
almost ice free. The melting 
of the antarctic ice cap might 
raise sea levels by 70metres.

They finish with the follow-
ing:

“If we stay on our pres-
ent course, using fossil fuels 
to feed a growing appetite for 
energy intensive lifestyles, we 
will soon leave the climate 
of the Holocene, the world of 
prior human history. With 
policies to reduce greenhouse 
gases, it appears still feasible to 
wind back current catastrophic 
climate change. However, con-
tinued growth of greenhouse 
emissions for another decade 
practically eliminates the pos-
sibility of near term return 
of atmospheric composition 
beneath the tipping level for 
catastrophic effects.”

are our politicians listen-
ing to this? The only political 
leaders who are taking this 
seriously are Bob Brown and 
Christine Milne. These reports 
are unambiguous evidence that 
climate change is serious and 
won’t be solved by the busi-
ness as usual adversarial style 
of politics that we are used to. 
The preservation of wilderness 
will depend on us finding a 
new way. ❖

New study indicates 
ecological change

keith muir

energy speculators are 
excited by the prospect of 
methane gas, found inside 
coal beds, making australia a 
net energy exporter; with our 
homes, industries and cars also 
running on this gas resource.

Multi-layered coal beds that 
in section look like liquorice 
allsorts, stretch from the Hunter 
Valley to central Queensland, 
and they contain tremendous 
amounts of methane gas.  The 
extraction process, however, 
involves much water being 
pumped from the coal seams, 

and it is unfortunate that 
the NSW Government has 
rushed into proposals for 
massive pipelines and a Hunter 
Valley methane power station 
without consideration of the 
environmental costs.

The development of coal seam 
methane fields is happening 
like a Texan oil bonanza, with 
gas wells bored every hundred 
metres over many thousand of 
square kilometres. The problem 
then is to get the gas to flow 
from the coal seams all the 
groundwater must be removed 
by pumping and that is the 
issue.   Some of the water inside 

coal seams will be saline, some 
acidic and some more potable. 
In a few localities there may 
be little groundwater at all 
but for large scale production 
and export of coal seam gas, 
billions of litres of saline water 
will need to be disposed of, and 
it is far too much to evaporate 
in holding ponds. This could 
mean rivers of death with huge 
slugs of metal rich salty water 
flowing down our inland rivers, 
perhaps for decades.

Billions of investment dollar 
to develop this gas resource 
have swept aside any objective 
environmental assessment 

of impacts. It will of course 
be all too late to examine the 
environmental impacts of 
coal seam methane once the 
infrastructure is built and in 
place. 

The mine infrastructure goes 
in more or less immediately but 
the problems of saline water 
discharges from a gas field 
may only become apparent 
over time. By then, the 
inadequacies of environmental 
and planning laws that are 
designed to facilitate major 
project development will be 
lamented and the costs better 
understood. ❖

energy scramble threatens NSW

Volunteer Support
When the Bulletin changed 
format at the start of this year, 
it brought to a close an era.  
In the early days the Colong 
Bulletin had been printed on 
a hand operated Gestetner 
Press, and our stalwart editor, 
Alex Colley was its operator. 
Ever mindful to keep costs 
to a minimum and improve 
efficiency Alex helped finance 
a change to a better press 
that operated for years in his 
garage to the benefit of the 
Foundation and the Sydney 
Bushwalkers, who kindly 
donated our paper stocks. 
Our Bulletin was then collated 
and mailed out to members 
and supporters from the office, 
a process that continues to 
this day with a great team of 
volunteers. 
The volunteers have changed 
little over the years and have 
included Jim Sommerville, 
Henry Gold, Dorothy Butler, 
Arnold Ewald, Ian Tanner, Ray 
Hookway and Shirley Dean.  
Then it was Ray and Shirley 
who in latter years took over 
the printing job as well in 
Alex’s garage, so a great big 
thanks to them both and the 
ongoing thanks to all. 
pat thompson

Global warming 
is finally shaking 
us up...  Are our 
politicians listening?
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david lockwood

aCROSS the mouth of Siberia 
and Canada, a vast expanse 
of frozen peat bogs and boreal 
forests are starting to melt as a 
result of global warming.

These permafrost bogs have 
been frozen since they have 
formed 11,000 years ago. They 
cover almost 25% of the earth’s 
land surface to a depth of 25m.

This melting may release 
billions of tons of methane 
trapped by the ice below the 
surface. It may also release 

carbon equivalent to 100 years 
of human carbon emissions. 
This melting is an irreversible 
ecological time bomb. a 
dangerous positive feedback 
loop which is accelerating with 
each passing summer.

Once these greenhouse gases 
reach the atmosphere, they 
will unleash runaway climate 
change beyond human control.

Since these bogs formed, they 
have been generating methane. 
This is the largest concentration 
of methane on earth. The 
west Siberian bog is thought 

to contain 70 billion tonnes 
of methane. Methane is 24 
times more potent than carbon 
dioxide as a greenhouse gas. 
Releasing this methane would 
be equivalent to all the carbon 
dioxide emitted by humans 
over the past 200 years. The 
release of methane is thought 
to have caused hothouse 
periods in the past. The biggest 
of these occurred at the end of 
the permian period 250 million 
years ago. 94% of all marine 
species disappeared, coral reefs 
took 20 million years to recover 

their former biodiversity.
a recent report highlighted 

that these peat bogs and 
boreal forests are large carbon 
banks. at current prices on 
the european carbon market, 
the carbon stored in Canada’s 
boreal forests would be worth 
$3.7trillion. The carbon stored 
in Siberia’s peat bogs would be 
even more valuable.

If you understand the 
greenhouse implications of 
releasing these gases, then you 
simply can not put a price on 
them.

keith muir

ROBIN Mosman, of the Blue 
Mountains Conservation 
Society warned “parks are 
constantly under pressure from 
commercial interests, and it is 
only the democratic weight of 
public opinion and strength of the 
environment movement that will 
preserve them for the people of 
NSW, to whom they really belong.” 
This was back in 2004. Back 
then Robin was crucial in 
settling a peace deal, brokered 
by the then Minister for the 
environment, Bob Debus, 
between the film industry 
and environment groups. But 
what followed was special 
legislation, literally called 
the Film approval act, that 
merely required Ministerial 
consideration of threatened 
species and ‘minimised’ park 
impacts. 

Last month another deal 
was broken and now further 
legislation requires the Minister 
for the environment to have a 
presumption of approval for any 
filming in national parks. 

Hollywood’s dollars have 
dazzled our politicians senseless. 
This inverted sort of approval 
process is a direct attack on the 
nature conservation purpose of 
national parks.

The new rules make it 
virtually impossible for the 
environment Minister to refuse 

a filming proposal in a national 
park. Big film outfits are very 
pushy and not interested 
in the finer details of park 
management. Large budget 
productions that want shots of 
their lead stars from certain 
angles are not concerned about 
national parks. So what next?

Further Trouble 
The Iemma Government has 

been prepared to trade its green 
and social justice credentials 
for development opportunities. 
planning, development 
control and the community 
rights of appeal to the Land 
and environment Court have 
already been thrown overboard; 
being blamed for slowing the 
ship of state. 

The government now has 
plans to boost tourism in parks. 
In relation to wilderness areas, 
the Herald (11 June, 08) reported 
that the philosophy of leaving 
as little footprint as possible for 
the tourism industry is at odds 
with tourism development. 
a tourist report from the 
chairman of events NSW, John 
O’Neil, and commissioned by 
the premier, Morris Iemma, 
recommends that national 
parks should ‘sustain and 
enhance assets instead of 
focusing on protecting them 
from people’. and Verity Firth 
also has a ten point plan that 
includes removal planning 
impediments in parks that limit 

tourism growth. 
Nor will it be helpful that 

former national parks chief, 
Brian Gilligan, has been 
appointed to boost park 
visitation, as Gilligan has 
always pushed for the parks 
service to be less risk averse 
when considering tourism. The 
current executive director of 
national parks, Sally Barnes, 
was hand picked for her support 
of tourism development. all 
this adds up to trouble for 
wilderness and national parks. 

It can be expected that 
legislation will be proposed 
within months to weaken 
park plans of management, 
facilitate park infrastructure 
development and give 
commercial tourism access to 
wilderness areas.

NSW parks receive over 20 
million visits a year, compared 
with the very heavily promoted 
parks in the Northern Territory 
that receive only a little over 
a million visitors a year. The 
obvious conclusion is that park 
visitation can thrive without 
heavy promotion or diversion 
of scarce funding. The industry 
is on the wrong tack.

a visitor management 
strategy that provides 
adequate opportunities for 
quiet enjoyment and ensures 
the preservation of aesthetic 
and natural values has five 
principles:

• all activities governed by 

the plan of management;
• No visitor accommodation 

on-park;
• The majority of each park 

should be subject to wilderness-
style management, with 
suitable areas on the edges set 
aside for motor vehicles;

• Vehicle access should be on 
formed 2WD roads approved for 
use by the plan of management; 
and

• Low key facilities such as 
picnic tables and basic camping 
grounds should be located near 
park boundaries.

Limited high quality road 
assess on the edges of parks and 
good-quality low key facilities 
are the key to appropriate visitor 
management. almost all heavily 
used park areas are within an 
hours walking distance of a 
vehicle access point. There are 
some exceptions to the above 
rule, such as the very attractive 
Main Range in Kosciuszko 
National park and most scenic 
parts of the Budawang National 
park, but they are few.

This does not suit those who 
would like to profit from parks 
and the Iemma Government 
is capable of selling parks out. 
a big fight is brewing and the 
government will soon have to 
decide whether it can afford 
to lose what little remains of 
their green credentials. park 
management issues just stopped 
being boring, and are about to 
move centre stage.

The Siberian Timebomb

Selling out National parks



Support the Colong Foundation!
To: The Treasurer, Colong Foundation for Wilderness Ltd.

Level 2, 332 Pitt Street, Sydney NSW 2000
The enclosed remittance or advice covers the item(s) indicated by a tick. (One cheque is sufficient to 
cover subscription and donation.)

Membership application ($25) to 31 December 2008
(NB Membership application covers Bulletin subscription)

 Colong Bulletin Subscription ($11) to 31 December 2008 (non members only)

 Membership renewal to 31 December 2008 ($25)  Life Membership ($550)

 Tax deductible donation of $____ to the Colong Wilderness Fund

 PLUS $____ being for publications as indicated on the reverse side of this form.
NAME (Mr, Ms, Mrs, Miss) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
ADDRESS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P/CODE . . . . . . . . . . . . . .DATE . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
PHONE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . EMAIL:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
SIGNED  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .AMOUNT  . . . . . . . . . .
Payment by credit card. Mastercard    Visa    Bankcard    Expiry date ____   ____
Card #    __ __ __ __     __ __ __ __      __ __ __ __     __ __ __ __ 

MeMBerShip appliCation Why not join or invite a friend to join?

  Yes, I wish to become a member of the Colong Foundation for Wilderness Ltd. I subscribe to 
the Foundation’s aim of preserving Australia’s wilderness remnants. I accept the liability provided in 
the Colong Foundation’s Articles of Association to guarantee $20 should it be needed in the event 
of the winding up of the Foundation.   Signed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

a BequeSt
please remember us

in your Will. 
The Law Society of NSW 
recommends the following 
wording… “I bequeath 
the sum of $… to the 

Colong Foundation for 
Wilderness Ltd. for its 
general purposes and 

declare that the receipt 
of the treasurer 

for the time being 
of the Colong 
Foundation for 
Wilderness Ltd. 
shall be complete 

discharge to my executors 
in respect of any sum 
paid to the Colong 

Foundation for Wilderness 
Ltd.”

aBout the Colong Foundation
The Colong Foundation, the successor to Myles Dunphy’s National Parks and 
Primitive Areas Council, is Australia’s longest-serving community advocate for 
wilderness. Its proposal for a Wilderness Act was accepted in 1987. To supplement 
this legislation, our Red Index, audits NSW wilderness areas, identifies threats 
and formulates site specific protection remedies. There are now 1,836,000 ha 
of protected wilderness in NSW. However, many beautiful and environmentally 
highly significant wilderness areas are not protected, such as the 13,000 ha Green 
Gully in the Macleay Gorges, Pilliga and Goonoo on the north west slopes, Yengo 
in the Blue Mountains, the Deua Valley on the South Coast and the Tabletop and 
Main Range in the Snowy Mountains.
The Colong Foundation for Wilderness has had a long and successful history. 
From its foundation in 1968 until 1975 it was the fighting force that prevented 
limestone mining and the destruction of native forest for pine plantations in the 

southern Blue Mountains. The Foundation not only played a leading role 
in realising Myles Dunphy’s plan for a Greater Blue Mountains National 
Park, it pushed for its World Heritage listing, as well as the reservation of 
a Border Ranges National Park and Kakadu National Park. It has initiated 

successful campaigns for the protection of over a million hectares of 
wilderness in NSW.
The realisation of Myles Dunply’s vision of a comprehensive system 

of national parks with protected wilderness areas remains the primary 
objective of the Colong Foundation.

Now, more than ever, the Foundation needs your support. Well financed and 
powerful rural interests, miners, loggers, resort developers, as well as four wheel 
drive enthusiasts, horse riders and others, have greatly increased the threats 
facing Australia’s wild places.
Only with your help, through continued membership and donations, can the 
Foundation continue its campaigns for the preservation of the natural environment 
and effective nature-based national park management, and by concentrating on 
wilderness, these rare areas can be kept safe from development and misuse.

Bu
lle

tin
 b

ac
k 

pa
ge

_7
, 0

5.
06

.0
7



Price Posted
WILD PLACES 27.50
The meticulously researched, beautifully written 
book on wilderness by Peter Prineas with 
photographs by Henry Gold (285pp)

BLUE MOUNTAINS WORLD HERITAGE
Alex Colley and Henry Gold’s description of the 67 year 
campaign culminating in World Heritage listing. 
(136pp) 50.00
SUSTAINABILITY
Alex Colley provides his vision on a sustainable future. 
(90pp) 20.00

THE BAREFOOT BUSHWALKER 27.50
by Dorothy Butler, Australian Geographic award 
winner. A story of a lifetime of adventure in 
wilderness and high mountains (292pp)

HOW THE RAINFOREST WAS SAVED (59pp)9.00

PARK OR PINES – The Battle for the Boyd (42pp) 9.00

THE BATTLE FOR THE BUSH 27.50
Geoff Mosley’s account of the genesis of the 
nature conservation movement and saving of the 
Blue Mountains environment (174pp)

MYLES DUNPHY (SELECTED WRITINGS) 43.95
CLASSIC BUSHWALKING MAPS by Myles Dunphy

(Gangerang and Kowmung Maps) 6.00ea

WILDERNESS RED INDEX – complete $110
The Index describes the land ownership, values, history and 
threats to NSW wild places

– Summary brochures $2.20
– Listing of individual areas $5.50

LIVING WITH THE DINGO (107pp) 19.00
by Adam O’Neill

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE FROM THE COLONG FOUNDATION

THE COLONG FOUNDATION

SENDER: THE COLONG FOUNDATION FOR WILDERNESS
Level 2, 332 Pitt Street, Sydney NSW 2000

colong
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