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In a decision that has received 
little publicity, Peter Garrett 
used his Ministerial powers to 
save the largest wilderness on 
the east coast of Australia from 
destruction. 

Last September, 2008 
Minister for the Environment, 
Heritage and the Arts, the 
Hon Peter Garrett rejected 
a $5.3 billion rail and coal 
export terminal in the heart 
of the half million hectare 
Shoalwater Bay Wilderness. 
This is only the third time a 
development proposal has been 
rejected in nine years since 
the Environmental Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act came into being.  The coal 
development was strongly 
supported by Queensland 
Premier, Anna Bligh. 

The Bay was the site 
of previous controversies 
regarding sand mining of its 
giant 200 metre sand dunes 
since the 1960s. In 1994 a 
Federal Commission of Inquiry 
recommended against multiple 
use of the Commonwealth land 
in the region that is currently 

used as a military training 
area. 

Minister Garrett in 
announcing his decision 
to refuse the proposal by 
Waratah Coal Inc said “This 
proposal would have clearly 
unacceptable impacts on the 
internationally recognised 
Shoalwater and Corio Bay 
Ramsar wetlands and the high 
wilderness value of Shoalwater 
which is acknowledged in 
its Commonwealth Heritage 
listing”…  “Destruction of 
fragile wilderness areas cannot 
be reversed. As Minister for the 
Environment I am required by 
law to protect the environment 
from actions on Commonwealth 
land.”

The Minister used the EPBC 
Act to protect the largest 
coastal wilderness on the east 
coast south of Cooktown is 
consistent with the primary 
recommendation of the 1994 
Inquiry.  

The Minister’s next step 
should be to reserve the 
Shoalwater Wilderness under 
the EPBC Act as a first step 
toward building wilderness 
into the bioregional approach 

of the national Reserve 
System.  Without wilderness 
the national Reserve System is 
more likely to be fragmented 
and degraded by management 
decisions that fail to address 
the ecological integrity and 
biophysical naturalness at a 
landscape level.  Only large and 
intact natural areas, like the 
Shoalwater Wilderness, have 
the best chance of surviving 
the ecological pressures of 
accelerated climate change.

Shoalwater 
Wilderness Saved

pat thompson

OuR Committee recently held 
its usual monthly meeting at 
Turramurra and the occasion 
was to celebrate and be with our 
colleague and long time Colong 
stalwart, Alex Colley, who has 
moved to new accommodation. 

Alex was in fine spirits and I 
am reminded that Alex has 
played a most active role at 
Colong from its earliest days. 
The Colong Committee as it 
was then known was founded 
in 1968. 

The birthday celebrations 
should not be allowed to pass 

without drawing attention to 
some of the other long term 
serving members. Like Alex, 
Jim Somerville, Henry Gold and 
Elizabeth Elenius have been 
involved since the earliest days. 
Another long-term member 
is Albert Renshaw. Albert 
has also been our treasurer 

for many years and a tireless 
worker in the conservation 
cause. We are indeed fortunate 
to have such dedicated people, 
who have been the cornerstone 
of our venerable organisation.

Arguably the Colong 
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THE following motions 
submitted by the 
Colong Foundation 
were passed with 

minor amendment:

Re-start the Stalled 
Wilderness Assessment 
Process in NSW

This Conference expresses 
its concern that assessment 
of wilderness nominations 
under the nSW Wilderness Act 
are not being progressed and 
resolves as follows:

1. that the nSW Minister 
for Environment and Climate 
Change and DECC take steps to 
re-start the stalled wilderness 
assessment process;

2. that DECC allocate 
sufficient resources to meet 
its obligations under the nSW 
Wilderness Act, 1987

3. that the recommendations 
made in november 2004 
by the nSW Ombudsman 
are implemented as soon as 
possible, and in particular 
that the Ombudsman’s 
recommendation that DECC 
should ‘assess any future 
nominations for wilderness 
protection received from 
the complainants [the 

nSW environment groups] 
expeditiously under the new 
guidelines’ is carried out, and 
that the Minister take steps to 
ensure that:

(a) nomination of southern 
wilderness areas of concern 
made by the nSW environment 
groups in June 2005 is formally 
acknowledged under the 
Wilderness Act, 1987;

(b) new guidelines for 
wilderness assessment are 
revised to contain an open and 
transparent procedure that 
examines the ‘relative merits of 
conservation and access issues 
in the summary and analysis 
report’, as per Ombudsman 
recommendation 8.2 (i) of 
2004;

(c) revision of Guidelines 
for Assessing Wilderness be 
expedited;

(d) assessment of the 
southern wilderness 
nomination is expedited in 
a manner consistent with 
the nSW Ombudsman’s 
recommendations;

(e) wilderness assessment 
report for the southern 
wilderness areas of concern is 
placed on public exhibition no 
later than June 2010.

Keep our wilderness areas 
free of commercial tourism

That this conference supports 
the nSW Wilderness Act 1987 
in keeping wilderness areas free 
from commercial tourism, and 
as places where visitors may 
go for self-reliant recreation 
and to experience solitude 
and nature at its wildest, and 
the Conference calls upon the 
nSW Government and the 
Minister for Environment and 
Climate Change to uphold the 
Wilderness Act and the national 
Parks and Wildlife Act, and 
resist any proposals to amend 
either Act for the purposes of 
opening up wilderness areas to 
commercial uses.

Mining Protection Zones be 
retained in Metropolitan 
Catchments

That the nature Conservation 
Council of nSW:

(a)  calls for mining protection 
zones to be retained in the 
Metropolitan and Woronora 
Special Area catchments;

(b) calls for Protection 
Zones to continue to be used 
to prevent subsidence-related 
damage due to coal mining 
under environmentally or 

culturally sensitive features, 
such as cliffs, streams, rock art 
and swamps; and

(c) opposes the replacement 
of Protection Zones by Risk 
Management Zones (RMZs) 
as a means of regulating 
underground mining where 
“the identification of RMZs is 
not intended to represent either 
a determination of ‘significance’ 
or to suggest or require the 
exclusion of mining.”’

Guidelines for the 
acceptance of funds 
granted by Government

That in order to achieve good 
governance this Conference:

1. requests the Executive 
of the nature Conservation 
Council of nSW to draft 
and circulate to member 
organisations a “Guideline for 
the acceptance of grants of 
government funds to the nCC” 
and that such draft guideline 
should set out a process for 
acceptance of all such grants by 
the Executive and ensure that 
all grants that are accepted are 
for purposes and on terms that 
fully accord with the nCC’s 
constitution’,

2. after taking into account 
any comments or concerns 
expressed by member 
organisations, adopt the 
Guideline, and

3. ensure that the Guideline 
is applied.

nCC Annual Conference 2008

Foundation has been the 
most successful conservation 
society in Australia. It stands 
as testament to what a small 
group of dedicated individuals 
can achieve. Its secret, perhaps 
more than anything else has 
been its single-minded focus 
on limited objectives. Starting 

with its battle to save the 
Southern Blue Mountains from 
open cut limestone mining, it 
has moved from one campaign 
to the next.  

I remember how in the early 
days the word “wilderness” 
was little understood. People 
knew of the Jenolan Caves, 
so they could identify with 
Colong Caves in those terms. 
It is a tribute to the work of 
our committee that we have 
contributed to the public’s much 

better understanding of not 
only what ‘wilderness’ stands 
for but also of its importance. 
Today we have close to two 
million hectares of wilderness 
protected in nSW following 
the passage of the Wilderness 
Act in 1987. Members and 
supporters can look back 
with much pride on their 
achievements since the original 
gathering of community groups 
that established Colong back in 
1968.         ■

40 Years 
Campaigning  
 Continued from page �
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A new report, Conservation of 
Australia’s Outback Wilderness 
has identified forty per cent of 
Australia as being ‘relatively 
free of human influence’. On 
launching the report, Dr Barry 
Traill said “to have a continent 
with this much remaining 
wilderness intact is unusual 
and globally significant” (SMH, 
27/8/08).

Two large American 
philanthropy organisations, 
the Pew Environment Group 
and The nature Conservancy, 
plan to spend $12 million over 
three years to help Australian 
organisations improve the 
protection of the wilderness, 
outback. The report by Dr Carol 
Booth and Dr Barry Traill 
has presented three selection 
criteria to be used to determine 
the funding of proposed 
conservation initiatives:

(1) The projects will achieve 
long-term protection of 
significant ecological values and 
processes in large natural areas. 
This requires conservation 
tenure that is coupled with 

a management regime that 
mitigates key threats.

(2) The projects will achieve 
on-ground results within the 
3-year program timeframe.

(3) The projects will be 
integrated wherever possible 
with region-wide conservation 
programs and planning that 
provide the basis for maintaining 
ecological processes.

The initiative’s main goal is to 
achieve conservation tenure and 
associated good management 
for large natural areas (i.e. 
1 million hectares plus) in 
outback Australia, both on land 
and sea. The project hopes to 
support Traditional Owners 
on Indigenous lands, through 
mechanisms such as Indigenous 
Protected Areas; private land 
conservation work on other 
tenures, including acquisitions 
and covenants; and advocacy 
to achieve secure state-owned 
conservation reserves. 

Support for indigenous 
communities by pro-wilderness 
philanthropic organisations is 
an important political circuit 
breaker for wilderness. It’s well 
past time to start work before 

there’s nothing left, except 
weeds and feral animals, to 
argue about. With indigenous 
people engaged in conservation 
management, the fundamental 
purpose of wilderness as 
landscapes managed for nature 
is in focus. 

Drs Booth and Traill 
explain that while large 
areas with high ecological 
integrity (i.e. wilderness) 
‘do not correlate tightly with 
biodiversity values … they are 
indicative of conditions under 
which ecological processes 
will still function and long-
term conservation security 
can be achieved. High land 
condition values also indicate 
the potential for cost-effective 
prevention strategies which 
minimize the future necessity 
for much more expensive 
mitigation and restoration’, 
(Page 154, 2008).

In other words, the 
most efficient conservation 
management and protection 
outcomes can be achieved on 
large intact natural areas, that 
is wilderness, rather than on 
degraded lands.  

Australia’s outback wilderness Support 
wilderness and 
stop the loss 

elizabeth elenius, secretary

We continue to live in 
interesting times. Controls 
on carbon pollution must be 
deferred to boost flagging 
economic growth. Federally 
funded highways though 
the Blue Mountains National 
Park are proposed to be fast 
tracked. More coal in Sydney’s 
water supply catchments 
must be mined, and Kakadu’s 
wilderness developed for 
commercial tourism. Reserves 
make way for shooting 
ranges. And now there are 
plans for new laws that 
would facilitate more private 
commercial development in 
NSW national parks. 
As the drama of 2008 
comes to a close, we 
call on our supporters to 
renew their membership 
subscriptions for 2009 and 
if you can afford it make a 
tax deductible donation. The 
Colong Foundation remains 
a voluntary organisation of 
seasoned campaigners with 
expertise in management, 
mapping, photography, 
economics, marketing and 
publicity. 
We are entering a period 
of wilderness abuse not 
seen since the 1960s, but 
with clever green gloss and 
hype that shrouds developer 
intent. These days you build 
private-public partnerships 
with stakeholders, instead 
of bulldozing national park 
bushland for a resort, and 
you even pay for polite 
consultation with community 
groups.
Wilderness and national parks 
are the very last bastions of 
nature. We need your support 
to make sure these areas are 
kept safe. We need funds to 
tackle the new laws to allow 
exclusive private resorts and 
glamour camping (glamping) 
in national parks and we need 
to secure those marvelous 
wilderness areas throughout 
NSW. With your help we can 
save wilderness, and stop the 
loss.

Western Macdonnel Ranges, photo Henry Gold
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SOME, like Senator Bob 
Brown, say that wilderness 
is Australia’s most rapidly 
disappearing natural resource, 
while others believe 40 per cent 
of Australia is in a wilderness 
condition. So is any urgent 
Government action necessary? 

Ian Brown in his introduction 
to Celebrating Wilderness (2006) 
explains that, ‘while all 
Australian states and territories 
except Tasmania have enacted 
wilderness legislation, most 
wilderness areas have not yet 
been formally recognised. … 
And ‘many of our wild areas 
still have no protection at all.’ 
So the truth of the wilderness 
situation is big enough to 
encompass both opinions; as is 
so often the case.

I believe the situation is 
serious and it’s time for the 
Federal Government to give 
wilderness urgent attention, 
as part of the current review 
of the Federal Government’s 
Environmental Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act, 
1999 (EPBC Act). 

Wilderness has ecological 
resilience necessary for native 
plants and animals to survive 
the duress of accelerated climate 
change. This reason alone is 
enough for rapid action to 
prevent the continued rapid loss 
of wilderness within Australia’s 
national parks. Ten years ago a 
report on the ecological values 
of wilderness said that ‘Many 

of the disturbances associated 
with modern technological 
society cause fragmentation, 
degrade the native vegetation, 
and elevate extinction risk. 
It follows, that wilderness 
areas and places with a high 
wilderness quality, all other 
things being equal, will 
provide for larger reserves, 
support larger or better 
connected metapopulations, 
reduce extinction risk, be less 
fragmented, and posses greater 
resilience’ (Mackey, et. al. 
1998). 

As Ian Brown says ‘There 
is a growing recognition that 
all people and cultures have a 
mutual interest and obligation 
to protect large natural areas in 
their healthiest state, and that 
working together can be the 
best way forward.’ So it’s a pity 
that the Howard Government 
didn’t think like that.

How can it be that the 
EPBC Act no longer mentions 
wilderness, that the national 
Wilderness Inventory has 
been abolished, the national 
Reserve System does not 
consider wilderness and no 
wilderness is reserved on 
Commonwealth land? So bad 
were the Howard years that 
the staff of the Department of 
Environment, Heritage, Water 
and the Arts were prohibited 
from mentioning ‘wilderness’ 
in correspondence and reports.

Environment Minister, 
Peter Garrett, can turn this 
situation around. He can 

make wilderness an essential 
part of the national Reserve 
System, reserve wilderness on 
Commonwealth land and in 
Kakadu national Park. The most 
significant thing Garrett could 
do is to make development 
within wilderness a controlled 
action under the EPBC Act. 

His Department believes 
that wilderness does not exist 
because it’s not in the EPBC 
Act. Then, surely, the best 
way to create a resurgence 
is to put wilderness into the 
Act. Then, perhaps, the 90 per 
cent of forest wilderness that 
was supposed to be protected 

by the national Forest Policy 
Statement in 1991, can begin 
to be protected, starting with 
the wilderness inside national 
parks. ■
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Bring on a Wilderness Resurgence

4 degrees
david lockwood

An August 6th report in The 
Guardian suggested that the uK 
should prepare for temperature 
increases of 4°C. Professor Bob 
Watson, chief scientific advisor 
to the Department for the 
Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs, told The Guardian 
that we don’t know in detail 
how to limit greenhouse gas 
emissions to realize the 2 
degrees temperature target set 
by the Eu. We should prepare 

to adapt to 4 degrees.
According to the Stern Review 

(under a 4 degree temperature 
rise) 300 million people would 
be impacted by coastal flooding 
each year. South Africa and the 
Mediterranean would have 30-
50% less water. Africa would 
see a decline of 15-35% in crop 
yields and 20-50% of animal 
and plant species could face 
extinction.

A 4 degree increase in 
temperature will create a new 
climate regime according to 
Professor neil Adger from the 
Tyndall Centre for Climate 
Change Research.

He suggested that we need 

to do everything possible to 
avoid 4 degrees because the 
impacts are so severe that the 
only real adaptation strategy is 
to avoid that level of increase. 
Such increases would require 
evacuating some parts on 
Britain. These areas could not 
be defended against future sea 
level rises.

Alluding to the 1960’s moon 
landings, Professor Watson 
proposes an “Apollo type 
programme” to build 10-20 
Carbon, Capture and Storage 
pilot projects among OECD 
countries to develop and prove 
the technology. He also said that 
as sulfur pollution is removed 

from coal fired power stations, 
warming would accelerate 
because sulfur aerosols have 
up until now been retarding 
some warming. This offset is 
equivalent to around 100ppm 
CO2 and will disappear if 
China and India follow the 
lead of the uS and Europe in 
limiting sulfur emissions.

One large unknown is the 
tipping point threshold for 
the release of methane from 
permafrost in the Arctic (see 
Colong Bulletin 227). It is possible 
that a 4-degree increase in 
temperature is enough to 
trigger runaway melting at 
both poles. ■
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book review by keith muir

DID you ever wonder 
what went on inside 
Jeff Angel’s head? 
Well then, buy this 

book and find out; you won’t 
be disappointed.

Books on the environment 
movement are usually full of 
academic nonsense or endless 
tracts of historical detail. But 
not this book. This is the real 
article. A sultana in the cake.

‘Green is Good’ is a book 
written by a master lobbyist; 
someone who is one of the most 
influential environmentalists 
in Australia. The finely 
balanced analysis of green 
politics and economics that has 
obtained some of greatest gains 
for conservation in Australia 
makes for a good read. 

The operation of the clogs 
and wheels inside Jeff’s head 
are not always so easy to 
follow, as there are several long 
sentences, but there’s always a 
method in it.

This book reads like it was 
written from a remote garret, 
and presents its green ideals 
clothed in a politico-economic 
construct that makes the big 
ecological picture come alive, 
perhaps even to hard-headed 
readers of the Financial Review. 

It’s hard to know the fate of a 
book like this. It could become 
one of the most influential 
books of its type because it has 
brought together enough sound 
ideas to produce some sort of 
intellectual chain reaction. It 
could also fall dead flat. But it 
won’t disappoint the genuine 
enquirer, regardless of their 
political background. And this is 
why Jeff is in fashion no matter 
what politics are operative in 
Macquarie Street.

To the reader of the book, who 
is familiar with the long history 
of the Total Environment 
Centre, it will become apparent, 
the difference in style between 
Milo Dunphy, the first director 
of TEC and Jeff, who followed 
him.

Milo emerged at a time when 
there was little opportunity 
to be involved in pragmatic 
decision-making. Milo warned 
of a clear and present danger 
to your cause from engagement 
in pragmatic negotiations 
and urged activists to avoid 
compromises. Jeff on the other 
hand believes that ‘pragmatism 
is a strategically delicate process 
that can build bridges to bigger 
gains.’ Both views are correct, 
as the chances of success using 
pragmatic versus ideological 
tactics vary with political 
circumstance. 

Riding the cycles of political 
reform for conservation is just 
like surfing. It’s an intuitive 
art of knowing how to ride the 
wave. Those that hesitate go 
‘over the falls’ and their cause 
is speared into the sand. The 
wrong tactics at the wrong 
time makes for an even more 
spectacular ‘wipe out’. There 
is not too much in the book 
about the fine art of varying 
tactics to accommodate 
political circumstances, 
which is especially relevant in 
today’s big, challenging and 
unpredictable surf. ■

Green is Good
- an insider’s story of the 
battle for a green Australia
By Jeff Angel
Soft cover; 310 pages; RRP 
$32.95
ABC Books

BOOK REVIEW

Green is Good
An insider’s story of the battle for a 
green Australia

by david lockwood

RECEnT data from 
Greenland suggests 
that the predictions 
from the most recent 

IPCC reports may be under-
stated. Greenland has become 
a barometer for climate change 
because of its sensitivity to 
changes in the prevailing cli-
mate and because its ice sheet 
exerts substantial influence on 
many of the northern hemi-
spheres ecological cycles.

Meltwater from Greenland 
glaciers (along with the West 
Antarctic ice-sheet) are the larg-
est potential contributors to sea 
level rise. What happens there 
will be a signpost for the fate of 
the Earth. The speed of melting 
of the ice sheets has surprised 
most scientists. They suspect a 
major polar melt is underway. 
nASA scientist James Hansen 
has proposed that the cur-
rent pace of ice melt may be a 
self perpetuating positive feed-
back cycle that disintegrates the 
Greenland icesheet. Experts 
predict that an uncontrolled 
meltdown of the icesheet will 
begin if temperatures increase 
more than 6.8°C in the region.

This meltdown would flood 
coastal cities around the world. 
It would also inject large 
amounts of cold freshwater in 
the northern oceans which may 
disrupt the Gulf Stream. This 
is the ocean current that gives 
Britain a climate 9°C warmer 
than it should have at that lati-
tude.

Sea level rises would flood 
the nile delta in Africa and the 
Ganges Brahmaputra delta be-
tween Bangladesh and India. 
Hundreds of millions of people 
living in Bangladesh, Indonesia 
and sub-Saharan Africa would 
need to find somewhere new to 
live. The global refugee popula-
tion may reach one billion.

In Greenland, rising air tem-
peratures have brought more 
fog, snow and spring rain to in-
habited coastal regions. This is 
accelerating ice melt. It is also 
injecting more freshwater into 
the surrounding waters. This 
disrupts ocean currents and 
brings more warm water into 

coastal bays which in turn is 
disintegrating coastal sea ice. 
This cycle is gaining momentum 
and is disrupting traditional 
patterns of life for indigenous 
peoples. Another report has 
highlighted the startling loss of 
sea ice in the Arctic sea. Accord-
ing to Philip Sutton co-author 
of Climate Code Red, this will 
increase temperatures during 
the arctic summer around 5°C. 
This regional warming will 
subject the Greenland icesheet 
to rapid melting and raise sea 
level by metres before the end 
of the century.

This ice loss will have major 
impacts on the ecology of the 
northern hemisphere. The re-
gion has historically acted as a 
giant refrigerator. Without its 
cooling influence weather pat-
terns will change, coastlines 
will no longer be protected from 
wave damage, by ice and coast-
al erosion will increase.

What is surprising scientists 
is their inability to forecast cli-
mate changes in the arctic. ■

Greenland melt

J G MOSLEY 
HONOURED
‘It will probably be of interest 
to Bulletin readers that this 
years winner of the individual 
national award for outstanding 
environmental effort by the United 
Nations Association of Australia 
was our long time colleague Dr 
Geoff Mosley.

The three projects for which Geoff 
received this coveted award on 
World Environment Day were 
his work to gain world Heritage 
Listing for The Alps and South 
East Forests of Australia and 
Antarctica and his promotion 
of the Steady State Economy 
alternative in his role as the 
Australian Director of the Center 
for the Advancement of the 
Steady State Economy.

Geoff said he accepted 
nomination for the award as a 
means of gaining publicity for 
these three campaigns.

It is perhaps an indication of 
the difficulties involved in these 
projects and his determination to 
succeed that Geoff’s actual award 
was inscribed “Geoff Mosley – for 
whom nothing is impossible”’.
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by david lockwood

AuSTRALIA has 
lost a great deal of 
its environmental 
heritage since the 

time of European Settlement. 
The decades ahead will 
present major challenges for 
the preservation of terrestrial 
ecosystems. These systems 
have already been degraded by 
land clearing, deforestation, 
habitat loss, drought, bushfire, 
invasive species and urban 
sprawl.

What makes Australia so 
different from other countries 
(ancient nutrient poor soils, dry 
climate, geographic isolation, 
severe bushfires and a high 
temporal and spatial variability 
of rainfall) renders it more sus-
ceptible to climate change.

Eighty-eight species of 
mammal and 107 species of 
birds are listed as critically 
endangered, endangered or 
vulnerable. One third of all 
mammals that inhabited arid 
regions of Australia at the time 
of European Settlement are 
now extinct. Sixty-one species 
of vascular plants are listed 
as extinct. Many native spe-
cies are not extinct but have 
disappeared from much of 
their former range. Some oc-
cupy less than 1% of the area 
they inhabited 200 years ago. 
The factors responsible for this 
include land clearing, defor-
estation, soil degradation by 
livestock, predation by feral 
animals, increased fire fre-
quency and competition with 
introduced herbivores.

Land clearing has been a 
major source of biodiversi-
ty loss. It frequently leads to 
wind and water erosion of top 
soils, salinity, soil compaction, 
soil acidification, movement of 
water tables and chemical con-
tamination of soil and water.

Although Australia had no 
hoofed mammals before Eu-
ropean settlement, it is now 
overrun by buffalo, pigs, hors-
es, donkeys, cattle, camels and 
goats. Trampling and grazing 
have altered the species and 
composition of communities in 
ephemeral and permanent wa-

ter bodies in arid and northern 
Australia and have changed the 
structure and composition of 
vegetation and soils.

Invasive weeds make up 
10% of Australian flora and 
cause significant environmen-
tal degradation. They compete 
with native plants for space, 
light and nutrients and they 
provide food and shelter for 
pest animal species. They can 
also introduce toxins to soil 
and water and alter fire re-
gimes by increasing fuel loads 
and fire intensity. 

until now the main driver for 
biodiversity loss has been land 
clearing, deforestation, habitat 
loss, feral predation and hunt-
ing. In the near future, climate 
change may become the domi-
nant force for biodiversity loss 
and may dwarf what we have 
seen up until now. Significant 
parts of SE Australia and SE 
WA are becoming drier. Snow 
cover has declined in the Aus-
tralian Alps by 40% since the 
1960’s.

The rate of change is so rap-
id that even species protected 
within national parks are not 
guaranteed survival, espe-
cially species that depend on 

specialised habitats that may 
disappear leaving them strand-
ed. Species may be unable to 
migrate to new habitats unless 
parks and reserves have better 
linkages to provide corridors 
and migration routes between 
reserves. 

Within this context, it is dif-
ficult to understand the nSW 
government proposal to open 
up wilderness areas for tourist 
development.

Although tourism is impor-
tant to the economy, biodiversity 
based tourism depends upon 
the preservation of our unique 
fauna, flora and landscapes. 
Tourism infrastructure should 
not be located within reserves 
where it threatens biodiversity. 
It will fragment habitats that 
should be kept intact to help 
plant and animal species adapt 
to rapid and severe climate 
change.

We have already imported a 
raft of land management prac-
tices from Europe that have 
proved unsuited to Australian 
ecosystems. Most of the exotic 
plants that have run wild were 
imported as ornamental plants 
for urban gardens or in an at-
tempt to improve pastureland. 

We have also seen ecologi-
cal communities in freefall 
along the Murray River and the 
Macquarie Marshes due to in-
sufficient environmental flows 
after decades of unsustainable 
water extraction for irrigation. 
Surely we now need to draw a 
line and say that the protection 
of these natural areas is more 
important than their over ex-
ploitation.

We should do this not just 
because they provide ecosys-
tem services that underpin 
our survival but because the 
protection of our unique land-
scapes is a core function of a 
civil society and a core func-
tion of budgets at all levels of 
government. 

The alteration of global eco-
logical cycles brought about by 
climate change may destroy 
entire ecological communi-
ties. Surely we should devote 
our resources to protecting and 
preserving these ecosystems 
rather than fragmenting them 
for tourist developments which 
are inconsistent with their pres-
ervation.

It is worth remembering that 
the original purpose of the Park 
system was to provide plac-
es where nature can remain 
undisturbed free from infra-
structure and where natural 
processes can proceed. ■

Our not so proud record

by keith muir

THE report on tourism in 
nSW by John O’neill last 
April attacked the nPWS for 
its obstructive culture toward 
tourism. It recommended that 
the Premier open up national 
parks and wilderness areas for 
tourism development.

under pressure the nPWS 
produced a tourism policy to 
overcome impediments to park 
development and facilitate 
partnership opportunities 
with the tourism industry. A 
new tourism branch has been 
established within national 
Parks to better utilise these 
‘assets’. 

A Taskforce on Tourism and 
national Parks was then set up 
under Brian Gilligan, a former 
Director-General of the nPWS. 

The Taskforce’s primary role is 
to advance changes to national 
park and wilderness laws that 
would facilitate commercial 
use and development of our 
national parks. 

This program is to 
put protected areas and 
park managers on a more 
commercial footing and is 
given an added push by the 
State deficit. It represents the 
most serious attack on nature-
based park management since 
the establishment of the nPWS 
in 1967. The tourism industry is 
making a political opportunity 
out of economic woes, but its 
environment groups who must 
now to go on the attack. We 
need to save parks for nature.

Park visitors, including 
tourists, come to protected 
areas to renew their sense of 

wonder. Deep in our hearts 
we know that wild nature is 
not an anachronism outside 
our experience but part of us. 
Our bushland national parks 
are the most democratic public 
spaces we have and we need to 
keep them safe.

If the tourism industry 
achieves it’s hoped for 
degregulation, then national 
parks will be degraded. The 
spellbinding contact with 
nature can’t be achieved 
within an exclusive resort or a 
glamour camp surrounded by 
the park it was excised from. 
These agendas are totally 
flawed.

We need to stop the Tourism 
and Transport Forum, who 
helped ruin our planning laws, 
from weakening our national 
park and wilderness laws.  ■

Tourism versus nature



Support the Colong Foundation!
To: The Treasurer, Colong Foundation for Wilderness Ltd.

Level 2, 332 Pitt Street, Sydney NSW 2000
The enclosed remittance or advice covers the item(s) indicated by a tick. (One cheque is sufficient to 
cover subscription and donation.)

Membership application ($25) to 31 December 2009
(NB Membership application covers Bulletin subscription)

 Colong Bulletin Subscription ($11) to 31 December 2009 (non members only)
 Membership renewal to 31 December 2009 ($25)  Life Membership ($550)
 Tax deductible donation of $____ to the Colong Wilderness Fund
 PLUS $____ being for publications as indicated on the reverse side of this form.

NAME (Mr, Ms, Mrs, Miss) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
ADDRESS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P/CODE . . . . . . . . . . . . . .DATE . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
PHONE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . EMAIL:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
SIGNED  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .AMOUNT  . . . . . . . . . .
Payment by credit card. Mastercard    Visa    Bankcard    Expiry date ____   ____
Card #    __ __ __ __     __ __ __ __      __ __ __ __     __ __ __ __ 

MeMBerShip appliCation Why not join or invite a friend to join?
  Yes, I wish to become a member of the Colong Foundation for Wilderness Ltd. I subscribe to 

the Foundation’s aim of preserving Australia’s wilderness remnants. I accept the liability provided in 
the Colong Foundation’s Articles of Association to guarantee $20 should it be needed in the event 
of the winding up of the Foundation.   Signed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

a BequeSt
please remember us

in your Will. 
The Law Society of NSW 
recommends the following 
wording… “I bequeath 
the sum of $… to the 

Colong Foundation for 
Wilderness Ltd. for its 
general purposes and 

declare that the receipt 
of the treasurer 

for the time being 
of the Colong 
Foundation for 
Wilderness Ltd. 
shall be complete 

discharge to my executors 
in respect of any sum 
paid to the Colong 

Foundation for Wilderness 
Ltd.”

aBout the Colong Foundation
The Colong Foundation, the successor to Myles Dunphy’s National Parks and 
Primitive Areas Council, is Australia’s longest-serving community advocate for 
wilderness. Its proposal for a Wilderness Act was accepted in 1987. To supplement 
this legislation, our Red Index, audits NSW wilderness areas, identifies threats 
and formulates site specific protection remedies. There are now 1,836,000 ha 
of protected wilderness in NSW. However, many beautiful and environmentally 
highly significant wilderness areas are not protected, such as the 13,000 ha Green 
Gully in the Macleay Gorges, Pilliga and Goonoo on the north west slopes, Yengo 
in the Blue Mountains, the Deua Valley on the South Coast and the Tabletop and 
Main Range in the Snowy Mountains.
The Colong Foundation for Wilderness has had a long and successful history. 
From its foundation in 1968 until 1975 it was the fighting force that prevented 
limestone mining and the destruction of native forest for pine plantations in the 

southern Blue Mountains. The Foundation not only played a leading role 
in realising Myles Dunphy’s plan for a Greater Blue Mountains National 
Park, it pushed for its World Heritage listing, as well as the reservation of 
a Border Ranges National Park and Kakadu National Park. It has initiated 

successful campaigns for the protection of over a million hectares of 
wilderness in NSW.
The realisation of Myles Dunply’s vision of a comprehensive system 

of national parks with protected wilderness areas remains the primary 
objective of the Colong Foundation.

Now, more than ever, the Foundation needs your support. Well financed and 
powerful rural interests, miners, loggers, resort developers, as well as four wheel 
drive enthusiasts, horse riders and others, have greatly increased the threats 
facing Australia’s wild places.
Only with your help, through continued membership and donations, can the 
Foundation continue its campaigns for the preservation of the natural environment 
and effective nature-based national park management, and by concentrating on 
wilderness, these rare areas can be kept safe from development and misuse.
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Price Posted
WILD PLACES 27.50
The meticulously researched, beautifully written 
book on wilderness by Peter Prineas with 
photographs by Henry Gold (285pp)

BLUE MOUNTAINS WORLD HERITAGE
Alex Colley and Henry Gold’s description of the 67 year 
campaign culminating in World Heritage listing. 
(136pp) 50.00
SUSTAINABILITY
Alex Colley provides his vision on a sustainable future. 
(90pp) 20.00

THE BAREFOOT BUSHWALKER 27.50
by Dorothy Butler, Australian Geographic award 
winner. A story of a lifetime of adventure in 
wilderness and high mountains (292pp)

HOW THE RAINFOREST WAS SAVED (59pp)9.00

PARK OR PINES – The Battle for the Boyd (42pp) 9.00

THE BATTLE FOR THE BUSH 27.50
Geoff Mosley’s account of the genesis of the 
nature conservation movement and saving of the 
Blue Mountains environment (174pp)

MYLES DUNPHY (SELECTED WRITINGS) 43.95
CLASSIC BUSHWALKING MAPS by Myles Dunphy
(Gangerang and Kowmung Maps) 6.00ea

WILDERNESS RED INDEX – complete $110
The Index describes the land ownership, values, history and 
threats to NSW wild places

– Summary brochures $2.20
– Listing of individual areas $5.50

LIVING WITH THE DINGO (107pp) 19.00
by Adam O’Neill

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE FROM THE COLONG FOUNDATION

THE COLONG FOUNDATION

SENDER: THE COLONG FOUNDATION FOR WILDERNESS
Level 2, 332 Pitt Street, Sydney NSW 2000
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