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Monthly General 
Meetings will be held 
at our office on Level 
2, Fortuna House, 332 
Pitt Street, at 5.00pm on  
Mondays December 12, and 
February 13, March 13 and 
April 10, 2017. Members and 
visitors welcome.
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Just how good are the 
Gardens of Stone 2?
by ian brown

THE task was to 
compile and 
assess available 
information on 

the natural and cultural 
values of the Gardens 
of Stone Stage 2 reserve 
proposal (GoS2), with an eye 
towards a possible National 
Heritage nomination. What 
I discovered in preparing 
the report was a lot of 
information scattered across 
various papers, reports, 
surveys and environmental 
assessments, but still some 
large gaps.

We all know that this 
39,000 hectare area is 
incredibly beautiful and 
yet this was the most 
difficult value to capture as 
it is intangible and poorly 
documented (hopefully 
the recent Gardens of 
Stone In Focus competition/
exhibition/event has helped 
rectify this). The knowledge 
bases for assessing 
geoheritage and biodiversity 
are much stronger, with 
cultural heritage somewhere 
between.

The analysis has revealed 
that unprotected GoS2 
possesses outstanding values, 
some of which are of national 
and global significance. This 
is some of the best of the 
Blue Mountains, adjoins 
the existing World Heritage 
Area (WHA), and is almost 
certainly of World Heritage 
quality.

The complex and 
spectacular landscape 
features pagodas, montane 
sand dunes and highland 

peat swamps, as well as cliffs, 
natural arches, waterfalls, 
slot canyons, gorges and 
large caverns. The ‘platy’ 
pagodas, which are best 
represented in GoS2, are of 
global significance. ‘Smooth’ 
pagodas, peat swamps and 
sand dunes are considered 
nationally significant.

This landscape complexity 
has produced an ecological 
diversity represented by 
33 different vegetation 
communities: forests, 
woodlands, swamps, heaths 
and rainforests. Nearly half 
of these communities (16) 
are classified as Endangered 
Ecological Communities 
or are otherwise rare. 
GoS2 is home to at least 
1000 plant species and 319 
vertebrate species, including 
a staggering number of 
rare/threatened species: 42 
plants and 42 animals. This 
hefty tally makes GoS2 a 
biodiversity hotspot, even 
compared to the adjacent 
World Heritage Area.

The Newnes Plateau is 
a large area of the highest 
elevation sandstone terrain 
in the Blue Mountains and 
the Sydney Basin bioregion 
(c. 9,000 ha above 1100m).  
It is a potentially vital 
refugium for the future, 
which will help species cope 
with a changing climate.

The pagoda landscape with 
its associated montane sand 
dunes, peat swamps, flora 
and fauna offers a compelling 
opportunity for both National 
Heritage and a world class 
reserve. There is opportunity 
for strengthening some of 
these values through more 

detailed analysis or research.
GoS2 also contains 

significant Aboriginal and 
historic heritage. The many 
recorded Aboriginal sites 
include rock art, grinding 
grooves and artefact 
deposits. More sites are still 
being recorded, and the area 
is of great value to the local 
Wiradjuri people. Maiyingu 
Marragu is a specific site of 
high significance.

Historic values include 
19th Century mining sites, 
the historic roads precinct of 
Mount York and a network 
of century-old walking 
tracks and lookouts on the 

Blue Mountains western 
escarpment.

Despite the many 
impressive values of 
GoS2, a National Heritage 
nomination may not be a 
productive way forward, 
due to numerous technical, 
bureaucratic and political 
hurdles. For instance, 
the area might have to be 
protected before a National 
Heritage bid can get past first 
base!

You can download Ian’s 
full report at https://www.
colongwilderness.org.au/
f i les/news/gos2 _va lues _
report_web.pdf

Twilight, pagoda and Scribbly Gum. Photo: I. Brown

https://www.colongwilderness.org.au/files/news/gos2_values_report_web.pdf
https://www.colongwilderness.org.au/files/news/gos2_values_report_web.pdf
https://www.colongwilderness.org.au/files/news/gos2_values_report_web.pdf
https://www.colongwilderness.org.au/files/news/gos2_values_report_web.pdf
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Fixing the Coxs River
AugmentAtion of the 
proposed Springvale mine 
water treatment scheme to 
improve the health of the 
Coxs River was outlined 
in Bulletin 264 (Plan to stop 
Springvale mine polluting Syd-
ney’s drinking water). the 2015 
development consent for 
Springvale mine requires an 
upper Coxs River Action Plan 
to address all sources of mine 
water pollution, not just the 
one source that is currently 
proposed for treatment and 
use in the mt Piper Power 
Plant.

This plan is an important 
legal requirement as the 
Coxs River is a key part of 
Sydney’s main drinking 
water catchment. There have 
been blue-green algal blooms 
downstream in Lake Wallace 
and Lake Lyell in recent years 
that may be associated with 
the chemical content of mine 
water, and the river seems 
to be reaching an ecological 
threshold.

In response to pressure, 
Centennial Coal and Energy 
Australia announced on 
November 9 that discharges 
from Springvale mine to the 
Coxs River “will no longer be 
required”, which is a major 
improvement to the protection 
of our drinking water. Instead, 
the companies propose to use 
treated mine water as coolant 
for the Mt Piper Power Plant. 
Any Springvale mine water 
surplus to the requirements 
of the power plant would 
be temporarily stored in 
Thompsons Creek reservoir 
until needed by the plant.

This outcome followed a 
meeting at the end of May 
between the Environment 
Protection Authority and 

conservation groups where 
mine water treatment 
augmentation options were 
examined, including use of 
Thompsons Creek Reservoir. 
The potential for augmenting 
Springvale’s mine water 
treatment captured the 
attention of Assoc. Prof. Don 
White of the School of Chemical 
and Biomolecular Engineering 
at  Sydney  University  (and 
Nature Conservation Council 
chair). Don encouraged seven 
of his advanced engineering 
students to take up a final 
year project that would review 
augmentation options for the 
proposed mine water treatment 
scheme.

To establish opportunities 
for the scheme’s expansion, 
the students determined the 
power plant’s average and 
full capacity water demand. 
They found that the currently 
proposed mine water transfer 
and reuse scheme was 
significantly undersized. 
The joint Centennial Coal/
EnergyAustralia proposal 
could not meet the plant’s 
average daily water demand 
requirements of 40ML/day and 
had no capacity for demand 
growth. It was missing out 
on opportunities to maximise 
removal of mine water from 
the Coxs River through reuse.

The students identified 
five options for the scheme’s 
expansion, including options 
for the treatment of Clarence 
mine  water  discharge;  the 
Springvale Coal Services 
Area  discharge;  and  other 
Springvale discharges. The 
sensitivity of each identified 
option to respond to range of 
environmental and economic 
criteria determined that mine 
water runoff from the Coal 

Services Area had the highest 
environmental priority for 
treatment as it is by far the 
most saline and requires the 
shortest pipeline to divert it 
for treatment and reuse. 

The students examined the 
total dissolved solids from 
each discharge point and 
found the Coal Services Area 
discharged up to 125 tonnes of 
dissolved salts a day, over five 
times more than is discharged 
from Springvale mine. Even 
though the analysis assumed 
a worst case scenario of 
maximum licence discharge 
from each discharge point 
and not actual discharge 
volumes, it revealed that the 
Coal Services Area discharge 

is indeed an ‘elephant in the 
room’.

Centennial Coal’s 
discharges have caused 
extensive damage over 
decades. In the 1990s mine 
water poisoned Narrow and 
Sunnyside Swamps and these 
swamps have never recovered. 
Some years later mine water 
destroyed a condenser at the 
Wallerawang power plant, 
and is now killing aquatic life 
in the Coxs and Wollangambe 
Rivers. 

Not that Energy Australia 
is innocent on toxic pollution. 
Mt Piper’s 20 million tonne 
fly ash heap sits at the top of 
the Coxs River catchment. 
Toxic leachate from it must 

be finding its way into nearby 
Wangcol Creek, probably 
through the highly saline 
runoff from the adjoining 
Coal Services Area. Despite 
insufficient monitoring of the 
upper Coxs River to better 
understand how these toxic 
discharges actually impact 
Sydney’s drinking water, there 
is an urgent need and legal 
obligation to reduce them. 

Thanks to Paula Van der 
Ghote, Tim Warner, Zhang Yik 
Tian, Ken Yoong Tong, Chris 
Georgiou, Anh Ho and Max 
Weston of the University of Sydney 
for establishing a set of priorities 
for further treatment of toxic mine 
water discharges into the Coxs 
River. 

Dr Brian Marshall at Thompsons Creek Reservoir with advanced engineering students from the University of Sydney. 
Photo: K. Muir
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Horse riding assault on protected wilderness 
A yeAR Ago the nPWS 
advised it had excluded horse 
riders acting inappropriately 
from its assessment of a horse 
riding trial in wilderness 
areas. from that point on, 
the Colong foundation 
suspected a biased process 
and commissioned the nSW 
environmental Defenders 
office (eDo) to appoint an 
expert to review the trial.

The EDO appointed 
Elizabeth Ashby of Keystone 
Ecological, who found that 
the scientific aims of the trial 
were blurred with the delivery 
of the Government’s political 
decision on horse riding in 
wilderness areas. The NPWS 
also failed to adequately 
examine endangered ecological 
communities and threatened 
species that might be affected 
by its trial design and in the 
end the trial didn’t deliver any 
meaningful answers. 

The trial’s only overall 
conclusion was low usage 
of wilderness areas by horse 
riders. Yet this result did not 
lead to ruling out horse riding, 
but rather an assumption 
that low use equals low 
environmental impact. We 

know this assertion is false 
because of the delays between 
horse riding and the extent of 
the ecological impacts it causes 
and the large body of science 
that contradicts it. 

Excluding horse riding 
from wilderness will ensure 
lower risk of weed invasion 
and environmental abuse. 
Research funded by the 
Water Corporation of Western 
Australia found that ‘horse 
riding has a high potential 
to cause environmental 
degradation even at relatively 
low-use intensities’. 

Three alleged safeguards: 
riding on existing tracks and 
trails;  camping  at  designated 
campsites;  and  compliance 
with the NPWS horse riding 
code will not protect wilderness 
or threatened species. The 
controls in the NPWS horse 
riding code are voluntary, 
can be ignored, and code 
compliance is not monitored. 
And what’s worse NPWS 
management intervention 
won’t even happen as the 
thresholds for intervention 
tolerate significant and serious 
damage.

Even when horse riders 

knew they were part of a trial, 
they didn’t moderate their 
behaviour. Instead monitoring 
cameras were destroyed and 
stolen, dogs were taken into 
wilderness and brumbie 
running occurred. These 
results are excluded from the 
trial. If horse riding continues 
there will be more vandalism, 
theft and animal cruelty 
on top of known, negative 
environmental impacts and 

loss of wilderness values. 
These are the depths to which 
wilderness management has 
plummeted.

A biased and politically 
motivated trial is now the 
basis for further proposed 
amendments to park 
management plans that will 
allow extension of horse 
riding in the wilderness 
areas of Kosciuszko, the Far 
South Coast Escarpment and 

Mummel Gulf National Parks 
till 31 December 2017. 

The two-year trial 
established that there is little 
interest in horse riding within 
declared wilderness – surely 
precious wilderness must 
not be put at risk to benefit a 
handful of high-impact users?

The NSW Government’s 
decision to permit horse 
riding in wilderness is not 
without political risk. They 
will be responsible for the 
illegal conduct of brumbie 
running, for injuries to horses 
and riders who enter these 
rugged areas and for the 
new weed infestations and 
environmental degradation. 

Horses are not just serious 
weed carriers, they are ‘mobile 
fertiliser plants’ depositing 17-
26 kilos of dung, rich with 
weed  seeds,  a  day.  Unlike 
vehicles, horse riders can go 
off-track. The environmental 
impacts of recreational 
horse riding can only spread 
over ever widening areas if 
wilderness access continues. 

The Colong Foundation will 
continue to work to properly 
protect wilderness, as is 
required by law.

Horse riding on Gregory Pack Trail impacts on Coondella Creek in the Burra 
Olla Wilderness. Photo: K. Muir

Book  
launch and 
celeBration  
Thursday 6.00pm,  
23 March, 2017  
Gleebooks, Glebe Point Road, 
Glebe
The Colong Foundation is holding a 
free book launch for Dr Geoff Mosley’s 
memoir, Repaying my Debt - A 
Conservationists’ Tale, followed by a 
special celebration of his life’s work as a 
conservationist.
RSVP: link on the Colong website www.
colongwilderness.org.au

Workshop with Geoff Mosley.  
Saturday 10am-12 noon, 25 March, 2017 
 The course is at WEA House, 72 Bathurst Street, Sydney – a short walk from Town Hall 
(WEA,SYDNEY is the Workers’ Educational Association). Tutor:  Janine Kitson. Cost $35  
Bookings essential. For bookings and payment visit www.weasydney.com.au, phone: 
(02) 9264 2781 or email:  info@weasydney.nsw.edu.au
Dr Geoff Mosley’s is one of Australia’s most respected conservationists. Learn about 
his campaigns to world heritage list Antarctica, Blue Mountains, West MacDonnell 
Ranges and Royal National Park. In his recent memoir he writes about ‘steady state 
economy’ – as a way to resolve the current environmental crisis. Share his passion for 
the environment and hear why he has spent a life time fighting for it. 

Lunch with Geoff Mosley, Saturday 25 March, 2017 12.30pm start, 
Castlereagh Lounge, Level 2, Castlereagh Boutique Hotel, 169-171 Castlereagh St, Sydney 

Following the WEA course, you are invited to join Geoff for lunch at the Castlereagh 
Boutique Hotel. Lunch prices average $20. Lunch Bookings Janine Kitson 0428 860 623 
Email: janine_kitson@tpg.com.au

Yellowstone & Royal – The World’s First National Parks 
Saturday 4 March, 2017  10am-12 noon 
In 1872 the world’s first national park, Yellowstone National Park was proclaimed. 
It inspired US Republican President Theodore Roosevelt to become a champion for 
conservation. In 1879 the ‘Royal’ National Park, south of Sydney, was proclaimed as 
the world’s second national park. Discover how these first national parks ignited a new 
paradigm for viewing, protecting and valuing the environment for both the US and 
Australia. Tutor:  Janine Kitson. Cost $35 Bookings essential.  Contact WEA, SYDNEY 
Ph: (02) 9264 2781 E: info@weasydney.nsw.edu.au  www.weasydney.com.au

GEOFF
MOSLEY

envirobook
ISBN 978-0-85881-252-9
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In this extensive memoir Geoff Mosley tells of his early 

formative years spent in the famed Peak District of the UK. 

The book gives a good account of what life was like during 

those turbulent years (1931–50) before moving on to his 

student days. Trained as a geographer Geoff tells of his 

early adventures abroad, his time spent completing National 

Service and then his embarking on further travel to Canada 

and New Zealand before eventually settling in Australia in 

1960.

It was here in Australia that Geoff was to make his mark 

as a conservationist of both national and international 

signifi cance. The Australian Conservation Foundation and 

Geoff’s involvement with it from its earliest days is part of 

this detailed story. There is also a personal story of a busy life 

with a growing family and the sacrifi ces made along the way. 

A tireless worker still, t
hese pages also outline his message 

on how to save the Planet from the excesses of today.

REPAYING MY DEBT

A Conservationist’s Tale

http://www.colongwilderness.org.au
http://www.colongwilderness.org.au
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featured wilderness 

The Pilot 
At 80,161 heCtAReS, the 
Pilot is part of the greater 
Snowy-indi wilderness 
originally proposed for 
reservation by myles Dunphy 
in 1931. it extends east over 
the Barry Way into Byadbo 
wilderness and south over 
the Victorian border to 
the Cobberas-tingaringy 
wilderness. All these areas 
are protected wilderness.

What an achievement! 
The wilderness areas of the 
Snowy-Indi in the Alpine 
National Park in Victoria and 
Kosciuszko National Park in 
NSW make up the biggest and 
best high country wilderness 
in Australia.

The Pilot wilderness rests 
on the Great Dividing Range, 
extending south from Dead 
Horse Gap and Thredbo village 
to Victoria. The tops of the 
Range carry alpine to sub-
alpine vegetation and are snow 
covered in winter. Mount Pilot 
is the highest peak at 1,830 
metres. Valley sides are heavily 
forested, with the familiar 
Snow Gum woodlands and 
snow grass growing on high 
exposed places. An altitudinal 
succession consists of pure 
stands of Alpine Ash, followed 
by Messmate growing with 
Mountain Gum, Ribbon Gum 
and Apple Box, at lower levels. 
The creeks west of the divide 
form part of the headwaters 
of the Murray River (known 
locally as the Indi River) and 
on the eastern side form part 
of the headwaters of the Snowy 
River. Faunal distribution 
is poorly understood but 
significant species recorded 
include the Tiger Quoll and the 
Brush-tailed Rock Wallaby.

The early political history of 
this wilderness has its echoes in 
today’s feral horse debate. The 
snow leases to the north of the 
Pilot wilderness allowed highly 
damaging cattle grazing, and 
even more damaging sheep 
grazing. Also to the north from 
1941 onwards, plans were 
developed for the Snowy-hydro 
scheme. In order to prevent soil 
erosion from stock grazing in 
the catchments of the future 
hydro-electric scheme, and 
in recognition of the area’s 

conservation value, Kosciusko 
State Park was created in 1944. 
This and subsequent park 
reservations, along with the 
need for catchment protection, 
led to the gradual demise of 
high-country grazing from 
1958 to 1972. Interestingly this 
move was resisted by the Park 
Trust, who gained revenue 
from it, but was supported by 
state government, due to the 
damage caused and the risk 
it posed to the huge hydro-
electricity investment.

“Perhaps the first 
australians… will help 
turn the tide of public 
opinion towards protection 
of the park.”

There still remains a sense of 
dispossession among graziers, 
who have successfully used the 
feral horse management issue 
to pervert park management. 
Horses have been in the Pilot 
since the arrival of Europeans, 
but are exotic animals and 
unlike soft-footed native 
marsupials, their hard hooves 
damage the environment. It 
was because of this damage 
that stock were removed from 
the park, but now the pro-
horse lobby are destroying 
the park by pushing for 
ineffective horse management 
(see Plan to stop feral horses de-
grading Kosciuszko National 
Park in Bulletin 264). The Pilot 
is, unfortunately, proposed 
as a place where feral horse 
heritage is to be retained.

Since 2014 the Pilot 
wilderness has also been 
subject to a horse riding trial 
from Tin Mines hut to the 
bottom of Nine Mile Pinch. 
There are, of course, extensive 
areas for horse riding in the 
park, however the trial is not 
based on analysis of horse 
riding opportunities, but 
rather addresses  the politics 
of perceived dispossession of 
high country horse riders. The 
Pilot was never a core grazing 
area with snow leases, so 
there is no rational foundation 
for this trial other than a deal 
done behind closed doors 
between horse riders and 
government.

The trial has generated 
interesting data, such as 
dogs accompanying brumbie 
running, horse riders. Such 
an abuse of privilege should 
of course result in the 
cancellation of the trial, but 
not for these much aggrieved 
and dispossessed park abusers 
who assert their rights over 
nature though a memorandum 
of understanding with the 
government.

While there is a sense of 
going backwards into the future 
for the Pilot, there is hope. The 
Bundian Way, an Indigenous 
dreaming trail, meanders over 
the Alps. Perhaps the first 
Australians, who have been 
truly dispossessed, and can 
legitimately grieve over the 
much degraded high country, 
will help turn the tide of public 
opinion towards protection of 
the park.

The Gardens of 
Stone Celebration: 
A stunning success
oVeR A SePtemBeR 
weekend 172 photographs 
by leading photographers 
put the extraordinary 
beauty of the gardens of 
Stone region of the Blue 
mountains into focus. over 
200 passionate photographers, 
conservationists and 
bushwalkers came together 
to celebrate the rebirth of the 
gardens of Stone campaign in 
an exhibition at the new Law 
Building of Sydney university. 
over $16,000 was raised 
and a new gardens of Stone 
working group established to 
protect the region.

Wiradjuri woman Sharon 
Riley opened the Celebration, 
which was chaired by Joan 
Domicelj AM and hosted by 
Julie McCrossin – three strong 
women standing up for country, 
for the Gardens of Stone!

Sharon’s Respect for 
Country was followed by 
Joel Robinson’s beautifully 
crafted video ‘Australia’s 
Gardens of Stone’. For the 
first time this internationally 
significant pagoda landscape 
has been captured in a movie 
format. Julie McCrossin then 
engaged the audience in an 
exciting Q&A session with  the 
exhibition’s curator, Antony 
Bond, experienced campaigner 
Madi MacLean of the Blue 
Mountains Conservation 
Society and visionary walks 
leader Yuri Bolotin of the Bush 
Explorers group.

The exhibition’s high quality 
photographs remain online 
at the In Focus Gallery on the 
Colong Foundation website 
and are now supplemented by 
exhibition poems and prose.

The science behind  the area’s 
heritage values was collated 
and explained in a report by 
Ian Brown who revealed that 
there are 100 reasons to reserve 
the Gardens of Stone (see Just 
how good are the Gardens of Stone 
2? in this edition). Ian’s report 
describes the density and rich 
diversity of the nationally and 
internationally significant 
values of the Gardens of Stone 

region.
During the last ten years, 

members of the Gardens of 
Stone Alliance* have taken 
thousands of people on guided 
walks to the Gardens of Stone. 
Visitors are astonished by its 
beauty and vulnerability. Yuri 
Bolotin has written of his 
experience of Sydney’s Secret 
Wonderland in the ‘Land of the 
10,000 Sisters’. He of all walk 
leaders has worked hardest to 
share this wonderland with 
others.

The walks program is on-
going, and to meet this need, 
a new visitors map with new 
walks and adventures by Karen 
McLaughlin is now available 
from Colong’s on-line shop. 
There is also a brochure and 
Gardens of Stone website to 
encourage action to save the 
Gardens of Stone.

Celebration talks included 
the history of photography 
and conservation by Janine 
Kitson and Henry Gold, an 
engaging talk on landscape 
photography techniques by 
Gary Hayes, botanist Doug 
Benson on swamp ecology, 
and authors and adventurers 
Yuri Bolotin and Brian Fox 
who recounted their many 
discoveries and first-hand 

Jochen Spencer, winner, professional 
series – Frost and Fire #2, Heavy 
snowfall covers the burnt landscape 
of the Lost City pagodas.

continued on p. 5

Mount Pilot in middle distance on right with Cobberas mountains in 
foreground. Photo: H. Gold
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Southern Escarpment under 
threat again
neAR the exPLoReRS 
tree at Katoomba, at the end 
of Pulpit hill Road you’ll 
find the last undeveloped 
land on the southern Blue 
mountains escarpment, and 
it’s once more under threat. 
the area is elphinstone (or 
Radiata) Plateau, 305 hectares 
of private land owned by the 
transcendental meditation 
organisation (tmo).

The plateau presents 
stunning views from several 
points along on the escarpment 
south into Megalong Valley, 
with popular walking and 
climbing routes nearby. It has 
rare Blue Mountain Swamps 
and contains one of the few 
examples of unburnt Blue 
Mountains Ash (Eucalyptus 
oreades) forest left. Spotted Tail 
Quolls are often seen here 
and it’s one of only ten places 
where the Dwarf Mountain 
Pine grows. It is not surprising 
then that nearly the entire 
plateau has been zoned E2 
Environmental Conservation 

under Blue Mountains LEP 
2015, which prevents most 
types of development. 

Back in 1990 TMO proposed 
a 416 person residential 
Meditation Academy which 
was approved but never 
built, and the approval then 
lapsed. Last year just before 
a new environment plan 
was adopted, TMO lodged a 
development application (DA) 
to build three new dwelling 
houses. The development was 
lodged under the old planning 
scheme and if approved 
will restrict public access to 
the plateau and impact the 
plateau’s many values.

Council did not approve 
any of the proposed houses, so 
TMO took the Council to the 
NSW Land and Environment 
Court. It appears as a result of 
a Court conciliation hearing 
that TMO has agreed to vary 
the proposed developments, 
and the varied DAs will be 
subject to public exhibition.

The Colong Foundation 

supports the Blue Mountains 
Conservation Society’s efforts 
to oppose any development 
on Elphinstone Plateau and 
their request that the area be 
acquired by either the State or 
Commonwealth Government 
for addition to the Blue 
Mountains National Park. 
The undeveloped character of 
the plateau must be retained 
forever.

What you can do
 ❐ If you wish to join the 

campaign to protect the 
Southern Escarpment, 
please email landuse@
bluemountains.org.au. 

 ❐ Write to the Blue Mountains 
City Council opposing the 
current building development 
on the Plateau, making the key 
points outlined above (Mayor 
Mark Greenhill, Locked Bag 
1005, Katoomba, NSW, 2780).

 ❐ Make a submission when 
the modified DAs are exhibited.

Fairmont resort builds cabin without 
consent on the border of Blue 
Mountains National Park
Fairmont resort has bulldozed a road along the route 
of Gladstone Pass and then built a cabin on land zoned 
environmental protection, without approval from Blue 
Mountains City Council. The owner, the Schwartz Family 
Company, believes the development has been unfairly 
treated. The company has received a $6,000 fine and was 
ordered to demolish the cabin. These council directions 
came after the company undertook another unapproved 
development that received a lesser fine.

The developer is now seeking approval for the cabin, 
and if approved bushwalkers may be subsequently 
denied access to the Pass. The cabin was built in an 
environmentally sensitive area, on the boundary of Blue 
Mountains National Park, near an upland swamp and in 
the headwaters of a creek. This is not the area for a cabin 
requiring a toilet. The developer also appears to have 
already cleared vegetation for the cabin including tree 
ferns. 

Environmental Protection Zones are coming under 
increased pressure from developers, who deny intact 
bushland its rights, as if it were cleared, flat land. We 
encourage Blue Mountains City Council to continue its 
long tradition of standing up for nature. 

The triangle shows location of illegally cabin construction at 
end of road pushed through the wet forests below Fairmont 

resort along route of Gladstone Pass. Image: BMCS

experiences in the Gardens of 
Stone. Most importantly, Dr 
Haydn Washington outlined 
the international significance 
of platy pagodas and the 
region’s ‘geodiversity’.

The event gave Sydneysiders 
a better understanding of their 
greatly undervalued wilderness 
backyard that forms a unique 
symbiosis with our global, 
cosmopolitan city.  Our green 
surrounds are the reason 
Sydney enjoys pure water 
supplies and clean air.  Yet coal 
mining in the Gardens of Stone 
and other water catchments 
erode these benefits.

At the end of the day the 
mining mischief must stop: the 
cliffs  falls;  cracked  rocks  and 
crevasses; swamp and waterfall 
deaths;  toxic  water  pollution 
and unsightly infrastructure 
– it is dimishing nature as we 
know it and the quality of our 
lives. Our forebears, black and 
white, handed us the natural 
legacy of the Blue Mountains 
to defend and cherish, and our 
duty remains to protect it for 
future generations.

* The Gardens of Stone Alliance 
was formed in 2014 by the Blue 
Mountains Conservation Society, the 
Colong Foundation for Wilderness 
and the Lithgow Environment 
Group.

goS Celebration
cont’d from p.4

Perisher resort deal stranded 
without a park bench, we hope!
by keith muir

A PARK BenCh is all you 
need these days to secure 
approval to build a seven 
apartment block in Kosciuszko 
national Park. this hard to 
believe fact, requires some 
explanation.

This year the NSW 
Government has sought 
to replace bed number 
limits on further resort 
development in the park with 
performance outcomes based 
on far more flexible social and 
environmental objectives that 
would increase private sector 
investment. 

The wind back began in 
2006 when a “Part 3A concept 
plan” was approved for an 800 
bed, seven apartment block 
development with over 5,000 
square metres of retail space 
in Perisher Valley. Last year, 

developers Transfield and 
Consolidated Press Holdings 
sold this site to Vail Resorts. 
Meanwhile no work was done 
on the Perisher site for a decade, 
and as a result, the approval 
was due to lapse on expiry on 2 
October 2016. 

Perisher is now included in 
Vail Resorts’ line up and their 
ski pass program provides 
access to the company’s North 
American resorts and a Perisher 
on a year-round ski deal (see 
www.snow.com/australia).

In June 2016 an interpretive 
trail along Perisher Creek 
with two park benches and 
a bit of landscaping was 
approved. Its commencement 
would be taken as substantial 
commencement of Vail’s 
apartment development, to 
be called Perisher Village. 
Everything was now set 
for urban development in 

Kosciuszko National Park, 
with apartments and small 
businesses controlled by a big 
resort company through a head 
lease, (with skiers paying more 
for access to the ski slopes), 
but there remained one small 
problem. 

Apparently this park bench 
proposal, expressly to allow the 
‘physical commencement of the 
Perisher Village project’, was not 
commenced by the due date. It 
appears that the development’s 
previous concept plan approval 
expired before physical work 
had begun.

If the development is blocked, 
Vail Resorts will one day be 
grateful that the construction 
of its Perisher Resort was 
prevented. Climate change is 
accelerating, and it will only be 
a matter of time before Perisher, 
and Vail’s year-round skiing 
dream, is without snow.

mailto:landuse@bluemountains.org.au
mailto:landuse@bluemountains.org.au
http://www.snow.com/australia
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featured wilderness

Barrington, a well-loved, World Heritage listed, 
wilderness forest doughnut!
the BARRington 
WiLDeRneSS is situated on a 
lush, highly-dissected plateau  
rising above the hunter Valley 
ninety kilometres north-west 
of newcastle. it dramatically 
contrasts with the dry, flat 
woodland expanse of the 
northern parts of the greater 
Blue mountains World 
heritage Area. these two 
World heritage Areas are 
separated by the devastation 
of open-cut coal mining and 
couldn’t be more different.

Barrington is the 
southernmost part of the 
Gondwana Rainforest World 
Heritage Area. High rainfall 
on the Barrrington Tops 
plateau which rises from 300 
to 1500 metres, and relatively 
high nutrient soils produces 
diverse vegetation from sub-
tropical rainforests to sub-
alpine Snow Gum woodlands 
and large sub-alpine swamps. 
The spectacular mountain 
scenery of these forests makes 
it a tourist drawcard. 

The sub-tropical rainforests 
of Corkwood, Sassafras, 
Crabapple and Silver Sycamore 
trees are characterised by 
stem buttressing, and are 
found with strangling figs, 
palms, abundant lianas and 
epiphytes. Above them near 
the Tops are Cool Temperate 
Rainforests dominated by 
Negrohead Beech, tree ferns, 
ground ferns and a dazzling 
array of tall wet sclerophyll 
forest ecosystems - New 
England Blackbutt/Silvertop 
Stringybark, Barrington Wet 
New England Blackbutt/Blue 
Gum, Open Messmate/New 
England Blackbutt, Mountain 
Gum/Brown Barrel, Southern 
Wet Sydney Blue Gum and 
High Elevation Messmate/
Brown Barrel to name just a 
few. Species such as Sydney 
Blue Gum and Brushbox 
intergrade with rainforest to 
produce a forest wonderland. 

As you would expect, there 
is a rich vertebrate fauna 
including the threatened 
Hastings River Mouse and the 
Rufous Scrub-bird that is also 

at risk of extinction but finds an 
extensive refuge here.  It is also 
home to the vulnerable Parma 
Wallaby, and habitat for other 
threatened marsupials such as 
the Long-nosed Potoroo and 
Red-legged Pademelon, both 
of which require large areas to 
maintain viable populations.

In fact Barrington 
contains forty-two animal 
species recognised under the 
(former) Threatened Species 
Conservation Act (1995). You 
may be stunned to learn that 
Gardens of Stone Stage 2 
reserve proposal has the same 
number of threatened animals 
(see article this edition). 
You would not think that 
such dramatically different 
landscapes could have an 
identical number of threatened 
animals, but they actually 
have many things in common.

Like the Gardens of Stone, 
Barrington is also a resource 
battleground, but its battles 
have been over logging. 
Reservation plans for a 27,000 
hectare park were first drawn 
up by the Northern Parks and 
Playgrounds Movement in 
1955. These plans have slowly 
evolved into the current 

74,567 hectare World Heritage 
listed national park due to the 
efforts of the National Parks 
Association, The Wilderness 
Society and the Colong 
Foundation, but not without 
major battles on the ground, in 
court and Parliament.

Reservation holes and 
management headaches

The existing national park 
has large gaps to the north and 
south. A southern boundary 
indentation of 9,500 hectares 
extends over state forests of 
World Heritage value. These 
forests in the Paterson and 
Allyn River catchments include 
a 2,480 hectare Flora Reserve, 
and many other areas that 
can’t be logged due to steep 
terrain, threatened species, 
wild rivers or rainforest. 
In fact, 3,500 hectares of 
the current National Parks 
Association park proposal 
remain un-roaded and suitable 
for wilderness reservation. 

These rugged potential park 
additions are an economic 
liability on the NSW Forestry 
Corporation, with limited 
hardwood saw logs and 
significant infrastructure costs 

in terms of roads, bridges and 
maintenance. This proposed 
future extension to Barrington 
Tops National Park should be 
recommended through the 
Regional Forest Agreement 
review now underway which 
will hopefully identify logging 
in this area as unsustainable.

To the east, the very popular 
Allyn River section of the state 
forest has seven neglected 
camping grounds. As a result 
of heavy use forest roads are 
un-trafficable. Anti-social 
behaviour and negative visitor 
experiences have caused 
reduced visitation to nearby 
towns. These are identical 
to problems experienced in 
the Gardens of Stone reserve 
proposal.

After decades of 
campaigning, the Barrington 
Wilderness now extends 
over 58,668 hectares of the 
national park. Despite this 
achievement, important 
areas are unprotected, the 
Paterson River area mentioned 
above and Jerusalem Creek 
catchment to the south-east 
– the latter’s omission from 
reservation seems to be an 
oversight. 

Barrington Road, 
giving vehicle access to Mt 
Barrington and Junction Pools 
on the north-west side of the 
wilderness, is not a mistake but 
a concession to the 4WD lobby. 
This road prevents declaration 
of 4,000 hectares of wilderness 
in the Moonan Brook 
catchment. Also unprotected 
are wild rivers identified 
by the NPWS in 1993 – the 
Paterson, Williams, Chichester 
and Wangat River systems and 
Boonabilla Creek.

Barrington Tops has 
unique management problems 
because it was grazed from 
the 1860s until 1969, when 
the national park was created. 
During this time Scotch broom 
became established and it is 
now a major weed infestation 
problem managed by fire, 
quarantine, chemical and 
biological treatments, as well 
as annual monitoring. Historic 
grazing is also associated with 
a growing feral horse problem.

One of the last conservation 
battles in 2009 added 1,950 
hectares to the park from the 
adjoining state conservation 
area and a Crown reserve. 
This protected Polblue and 
Horse Swamp from mining. 
Another 6,496 hectares in 
the state conservation area 
are still threatened with 
devastation from zircon and 
gemstone mining. Also in this 
northern area are a network 
of 4WD roads and horse 
riding associated with the 
Bicentennial National Trail 
that both spread Scotch broom 
in this part of the Tops. 

The Barrington wilderness 
was first recognised by Peter 
Helman and others in 1976, 
The Wilderness Society 
subsequently proposed a 
wilderness of 70,000 hectares 
in 1992. Barrington’s core 
area was protected in 1996 
and added to in 1997. Further 
additions were advanced by 
various groups, including the 
Colong Foundation, in 1998. 
These were declared in 2002 

Barrington wilderness is the southernmost park in the Gondwana Rainforest World Heritage Area. Photo: I. Brown

continued on p. 7
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The exploits of the NSW Government
by keith muir

IT’S virtually impossible 
for a conservation group 
to objectively report on 
the environmental record 

of a state government or 
opposition parties. When not 
in government, a party’s stance 
does not have consequences 
and when in government 
your opinion is distorted by 
the consequences of every 
decision. Partly for these 
reasons, this assessment is my 
perspective and opinion, not 
that of the Colong Foundation. 

The current NSW Coalition 
Government’s stand out green 
achievement, supported by 
Total Environment Centre and 
the Boomerang Alliance, is 
the introduction of container 
deposit legislation. Initially 
proposed in the 1970s, 
legislation has now been 
passed and the program will 
commence in July 2017. Some 
would argue that delivery on 
this policy, where many other 
governments have failed, 
should earn more credit. 

Environment hot spots
Though it may seem 

unlikely today, there are 
other bright spots in the 
conservation policy area. The 
O’Farrell Government limited 
amateur hunting to 12 parks 
in a deal struck with the then 
Shooters and Fishers Party 
to get electricity privatisation 
legislation through Parliament. 
This partial win was in response 
to major public protests that 
led to the Game Council, that 
until then regulated hunting 
in NSW, being abolished. 

Hunting in national 

parks inflamed the public 
imagination. November 2016 
marks the end of a three-year 
hunting trial over 700,000 
hectares of central-western 
NSW parks. No doubt more 
pressure will come from the 
now Shooters, Fishers and 
Farmers Party to extend 
hunting in parks, and this will 
test the Baird Government’s 
abilities to resist Parliamentary 
pressure from this far-right 
party. 

Planning is another policy 
area where huge public outcry 
resulted in discontinuation of 
a developer-driven revision 
of planning laws in 2012. 
The developer agenda has 
continued through policy 
which has seen the failure of 
the mining gateway process 
to protect agricultural land 
and the inclusion of industry 
and warehouse proposals in a 
‘rubber stamp’ process called 
complying development. 
Further efforts to amend NSW 
planning laws will begin in 
2017 and judgement must be 
suspended till then as Planning 
Minister Robert Stokes is more 
responsive to community 
concern than his predecessor 
Brad Hazzard.

Ironically, it is often the case 
that public protest, like hunting 
in national parks, saves a 
Government from itself when 
a political agenda becomes 
extreme. Yet despite the 
united efforts of conservation 
groups, there has been little 
progress toward sustainability, 
green energy, environmental 
protection, or the preservation 
of forests and national parks.

Local rural politics has 
influenced park management, 

with unprecedented logging 
and cattle grazing trials 
underway in the Murray 
Valley National Park. And each 
household in the Riverina can 
collect six tonnes of firewood 
a year from two local national 
parks, removing important 
habitat. 

Most frustrating is the 
Coalition’s commitment to 
raising the Warragamba Dam 
wall. It’s now 20 years since 
the Carr Government decided 
to build a side spillway, 
making the dam safe. The 
proposed raising of the dam 
wall now threatens wilderness 
upstream with inundation 
and downstream productive, 
agricultural floodplains with 
urban sprawl. To rub salt in the 
wound, the NSW Government 
has announced its intention to 
spend Climate Change Action 
funds to raise the wall. This 
alleged climate adaptation 
will mainly benefit real estate 
developers as conversion of 
floodplains to urban land is 
as good as a licence to print 
money.

The Government has 
required mine water to be 
diverted to Mt Piper Power Plant 
but has not stopped damage 
to Special Areas associated 
with coal mining, through the 
extension of NPWS reserves. 
The intensity of coal mining 
in Sydney’s catchments must 
be reduced in the light of new 
science connecting drained 
streams and swamps with 
flooding of longwall mines. 
Mining in drinking water 
catchments risks the nation’s 
water security.

The failure to reserve the 
Gardens of Stone 2 proposal is 
also a bitter disappointment. 
The Government found it not 
as easy or perhaps symbolic as 
the protection of the last koala 
population on the south coast 
with over 12,000 hectares 
of flora reserves gazetted 
between Bermagui and Bega. 
This is the Baird Government’s 
main nature conservation 
achievement.

There’s no sign yet after 20 
years that the pending expiry 
of the state-wide regional forest 
agreements will see an end to 
native forest logging. Instead 
climate change policy allows, 

through a state pollution 
regulation, a renewable 
energy target subsidy to assist 
the burning of native forests 
for electricity. The price for 
native forest woodchip exports 
has dropped markedly due to 
global growth in plantation 
resources – the renewable 
energy subsidy is helping 
prop up this failing industry. 
Electricity from wood is 50% 
more carbon polluting than 
electricity from coal, so it’s a 
destructive subsidy in more 
ways than one.

Conservationists are deeply 
alarmed by the passage of 
Crown land legislation in 
November that removes 
protection from public land 
of state significance and 
abolishes special consideration 
for the Western Division. The 
interior third of the state is 
fragile, potentially barren 
desert, and the legislation 
heralds intensification of its 
use and conversion of Crown 
leasehold titles to freehold 
land.

Then there is the travesty 
of land clearing. Australia has 
the fifth highest rate of land 
clearing in the world. In 2015, 
a study by NSW NPWS found 
that 60,000 hectares was 
being cleared per year in the 
state — a four-fold increase on 
previous State Government 
figures (ABC Lateline 14 
Nov 2016). The Government 
defended its legislation 
through an independent 
review of existing laws, which 
provided recommendations 
they claimed are the basis of its 
new Biodiversity Conservation 
and Local Land Services 
legislation. This position 
dramatically collapsed when 
Professor Hugh Possingham 
and others in the Wentworth 
Group of scientists stated that 
the new legislation would 
‘increase the rate of species 
extinctions.’ 

Research by Eco-logical 
(Oct 2016) reveals that over 8 
million hectares of bushland 
could be available for clearing. 
Much more clearing might be 
done illegally. The clearing 
will occur mostly in the far 
west of NSW and risks a repeat 
of the massive wind erosion of 
the 19th century when metres 

of topsoil across vast areas of 
inland NSW were blown out 
to sea. It’s bad law!

On top of this, NSW efforts 
on land clearing will also 
defeat Australia’s plans to cut 
carbon emissions by 2020. 
Remember the Kyoto Protocol 
accepted at the last moment 
that Australian reductions in 
land clearing would reduce our 
carbon emissions. After Kyoto 
was signed, with the notorious 
Australian land clearing clause, 
rates of land clearing dropped. 
Now NSW ‘land clearing laws’ 
will make a mockery of the 
global program to cut carbon 
emissions.

The bottom line
So, the Baird Government 

has three strikes against sound 
climate policy with land 
clearing, burning native forests 
and Warragamba – add on 
pending Crown land sell-offs 
and it’s a bleak outlook. Then 
there is the loss of ten Marine 
Sanctuary areas, introduction 
of marine mammal killing 
shark nets, horse riding in 
wilderness, major resort 
development at Perisher in 
Kosciuszko National Park – it’s 
hard to know where to draw 
the line. 

Unless  the  Baird 
Government revises its policy 
settings this administration 
is set to be the very worst 
environmental performer 
in modern times. One has 
to go back to the Askin 
Government to find such a 
record, but to its credit, the 
Askin Government created the 
National Parks and Wildlife 
Service, an organisation 
that this administration has 
buried as a branch of the 
Office of Environment and 
Heritage in the Department of 
Planning and Environment. 
It’s an organisation that had 
great traditions, but it’s been 
stripped of its experienced 
regional managers, operations 
personnel and policy officers. 

Bipartisan passion and 
support for conservation, 
national parks and wilderness 
lives are strongly held beliefs in 
the community, and although 
the current administration 
has forgotten that, the people 
haven’t.

bringing it to its current size.
A World Heritage listed 

national park with a large 
wilderness area requires 
adequate resources and 
effective management to 
maintain its heritage values. 
New invasive species will find 
their way in and management 
needs to adapt to contain the 
damage. 

Barrington Tops and the 
Blue Mountains face each 

other across a devastated 
Hunter Valley. Each offers 
something completely different 
in terms of heritage and visitor 
experience but both have more 
in common than would appear 
at first glance. Politicians with 
conservation vision must 
enact the Barrington and 
Gardens of Stone proposals 
and ensure that they receive 
adequate resources for visitor 
management as reservation 
will only increase visitor use 
and enjoyment.

Barrington
cont’d from p.6
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ABOUT THE COLONG FOUNDATION
The Colong Foundation, the successor to Myles Dunphy’s National Parks and Primitive 
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proposal for a Wilderness Act was accepted in 1987. To supplement this legislation, our Red 
Index, audits NSW

 wilderness areas, identifies threats and formulates site specific protection 
remedies. There are now 2,100,000 ha of protected wilderness in NSW

. However, many 
beautiful and environmentally highly significant wilderness areas are not protected, such as 
the Pilliga and Goonoo on the north west slopes, the Deua Valley on the South Coast and 
the Tabletop and Main Range in the Snowy Mountains.
The Colong Foundation for W

ilderness has had a long and successful history. From its 
foundation in 1968 until 1975 it was the fighting force that prevented limestone mining and 
the destruction of native forest for pine plantations in the southern Blue Mountains. The 
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Foundation continue its campaigns for the preservation of the natural environment 

and effective nature-based national park management, and by concentrating on 
wilderness, these rare areas can be kept safe from development and misuse.
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