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THE GEORGES RIVER BY ELECTION

On the eve of the By eclection, the Sutherland Nature
Consérvation Council in co-operction with the Colong
- Committee printed 10,000 copies of a leaflet and distributed
them in parts of the electorate. The ileaflet ottacked the
“State ‘Government on the Colong mining leose, destruction of
“Boyd Plateau, beachmining along the Morth Coast, and Proposed
Myall Laokes Notionol Park. It cited minéral exploration
licences granted over four parks, the 85,000 acres removed
‘ from Kosciusko MNational Park, 1,000 acres taken from Blue
) Mountains Metional Park ond compared the Government's
> ) addition of 95,000 ccres of new parkland last financiel year
f - with its revocation of over 105,000 ccres of existing pork-
vl lands: in: five ycors, . o

In response to queries from the Colong Committee, the Liberal
~candidaote, Mr. Tonkin, issuved the following steotement:

"The Minister for Mines, the Hon, Yal, Fife, M.L.A., is
endeavouring teo find ¢ procticol alternative. A re-
appraiscl of the Murryin deposits has been undertaken by
the Government and it is co-operating with the Cement
Company in regord tc o reappraisal of the Marulan
deposits. Mr. Fifc hos seid publicly on @ number of
occasions that IF either of these proves ¢ viagble
alternative he will personally negoticte the surrender
of the Mt. Armour lease ond crrange for o new lease to
be issued for thechosen alicrneotive site.®

"I suppéré 3£f6ﬁgiy the moves madebby the Government to

oof : . . . . : .

e : investigate these alternative sites and I sincerely
o . HOPE that onc will prove a practical cliernctive to
YA Mt. Armour."™

"In any event I feel T must point out, the main caves
known as "Colong Caves™ are net situcted within the
present lease oreq and in fact liec within the boundary
of the National Park ond of course there is no proposcl
- for these to be mined whatever the decision is of the

st  actuol site.” ' '

.Although asked to do so, Mr. Tonkin provided no stotement
regording the Boyd Plateau. :

For comparison, we repeat in pert the written statement by
Mr, P.D. Hills, Leader of the N.3.Y. Laubour Party:

"The M.S5.W. Parliamcntary Lobour Party has unanimously
decided thot o future Labor Government will extend the
Kanangro-Boyd Nationel Park te include ... Colong Caves
Area and ... that part of the Konongaroo State Forest
of appreximetely 15,000 acres as described in the

.r S - N = .
S8 T 1 it YA e e RN it B e e e

LY e L




No. 15 First Edition 2. 3rd November, 1970

Government Gazette of 30.1.70, The Labor Party
demands that the present Government refuse
permission for mining in the Colong Caves hrea”.

This statement was verbally endorsed to the Colong
Committee by the Labor condidate ot the By election,
firs Frank %“alker.

When asked in a public meeting ot Oyster Bay on 10.9.70
whether his statement committed Labor to revoke the
Colong Mining lease, Mr. Hills answered "Yes®.

The Colong Committee believes that public exasperation

over the Colong lease was o factor in loss of the Georges
River Seat by the Liberal Party to Labor's Frank “Halker .

The Liberal Party says it hopes to be able to end the

Jease and adds the old doublec-talk about the actual Colong
Caves-not being in the lease., Labor says it will revoke

the lease. Thete is o dif ference and we think o section

of “the Georges River electcrate acted on it - particularly
the mony members of Sutherland Hature Conservation Society,
Oatley Fauna end Flora Conservation Society and their friends,

© MoS.M, STATE ELECTIONS

"On October 12th the Colong Committee decided to appoint
organisers and working perties in W.3.7. electorates for
the purpose of publicising our cause ot the State Election,
" which will probably be held between March and May next
year. It is hoped to vutilise the help of all our support=-
ing orgenisations in different localities.

Mo gttempt will be mgde to make Colong a party issue, as

we do not want to allienate our supporters on either side

of the House. We‘y{ll provide voters with full information
on Colong and the Boyd and muke known the view of candidates,

The Committee belicves that petitions to condidotes seeking
re-clection would be © very effective activity, which
could be undertaken by local supperting organisctions

MCILLOR

i [

5 OF THE LIBERAL PART
] 2

“

COMMITTEE OF STATE COU

On three occasions in recent years the State Council of
the Liberal Party has carried unanimous resolutions
opposing the Colong Mining Lease.

We understond that as a result of further resolutions on
Colong and the Boyd coming before the Council, the Ministers
for Lands, Mines and Conservation invited a party of
delegates from State Council to inspect the areas concerned.

State Council of the Liberal Party accordingly elected «
Committee of 15 State Councillors to report on Colong and

.. the Bayd Pleteau,

The Colong Committece received a reéuest to make a written
 submission to the Party Committee, os did several other

conservation Socicties and two individuals (A.S5trom and
M.J. Dunphy). ‘ v
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Our submission of 19 pages plus s of aettachments
e

was as comprehensive as time

e offered to send

s to speak to the report
but this offer wes declined.

We were not invited to senﬁ representaotives to the 2 day
site visit on. »Lh and Oth September. However, this visit
vas attended on both days by the Ministers for Londs,
Mines and Conservation and by 4P PEO XK. 20 public servants
some of Under Secretary rank. The party was taken on o
tour of selected areas of the Beyu Flatecu and to Mt. .
Armour in Forestry Landrovers driven by Forestry Officers.

ral inspection part t ¢ group of
ists who hoappened to have a supply of mups of the
wing the knevn cave ent"wncos Would *he party
sa leos had not:

At Mt ﬁrmour‘t%e Lib
$

been there?

The party was addres
Nationcl Farks and Wil
on ABC news h@t the HMin
as well during the previ

everal representatives of the
Service It was cnnounced
s visited Kanangra

The Colong Cémmi tee¢, at the reguest of the Liberal Committee
provided a list of Colong Committee members but the Liberal
Committee refuses to provide us with & list of its nemb»rs.
The Colong Committese asked alsc for copies oF the Ministeors'
.written submissions to the Libergl Camwmt% e for -comment,

Our Lequcot was refused.

Thus to the long history of seccret sorts, interdepartmental
commitiees with sub-judice rulings reports which
Ministers refuse to table, cven in Parliement, is edded

another secret report.

It is obvious thot the site visit wes a major attempt. b/
the three Ministers to “sell®™ their proposaels to the

Committees.

The Liberdl Party Commitiece is HOT the kUbllC enguiry into
the Colong Scandal and the Boyd Pletesu ccodisaster which
we were elected to promote,

h o task unlcb would
szity member It COU&C
s Iesolutlons, and te
scontent over the *two

5 But 1o do so is tun*cmount

.
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Conservationists know such o compromise means disaster

for Kanangra ~ Boyd. /And we know that the only way to
stop it is to stir up on c¢lrecdy concerned elector@te,
If we connot preserve the meost highly dedicated public
reserve in the State, «t the focal gpoint of owr best
national perk, %og;t%cr with the hub ond catchment of
that park - we cannet preserve onything.

’ESCUSSZOH WITH BR

On September 1éth MHr, Fife afforded several of the

Liberal Party ncw&ers of the Tolong Committee an : -
oaportunlt/ to discuss the Caoves issve by inviting them

to dinner et Porlicment hous@ The infomal discussion

o
was of mutual benefit, ond will be followed ot o loter
date, when more is known of the Marulan deposits, by a
meeting with representatives of the Colong Committeec.

STRONG SUPPCRT FROM THE SYOMIY UN

On October 7th, the Sydney University Liberel Club,
after keen debate, unanimously passad the following
resolution and forworded it to the Premier :

$e That this Club reguest the Premier to teke immediate
and effective action to
: ~
"1} Initiate e public enquiry, with resu lte to be
tabled before Forliement, to invﬂstigﬁ he
alternat ives to mining in the Coleong Caves
Reserve; .
ii} revcke spe g e <44 in and adjacent
e =)

ci
to the Colon;, Doves

o
Pao
o

r01ﬂcor905
boundaries

n September 16th the ton. Greham Pratten, M,

; L.C. osked
B2 hn ter's ttenti heen i 1ted t
as the Minister's attention been invited to ¢
letter, or has he received a copy of it, headed
“letter from Sunny Corner™, writien to the Colong
o -

Committee by o person named C.C, Yilkinson of
Sunny Cornmer. Is it o fact that the Forestry

Commission is carrying on ¢ large-scale progromme
i 3, as clgimed? Is it

of pine planting in this oreq,

a fact thet where ¢ creck pesss through on arec to

be planted, fallen trees cnd debris are deliberately’
bulldozed into it? Is it o foct thet two mejor
creeks in this crec have already been ruined for
miles? Is it o fact that both the e crecks

supplied reservoirs which provided auxiliary watér
supplies to wmiwurst and Portlond? Is it o fact
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one of thesc streoms was @ famouws trout stream? Is

the destruection of these creeks necessary Tor the

esteblishment of the pine plentations? Are public

reserves included in this project on the Boyd Pleteau? ,

HWith the cleaning up ond burning of stonding timber, will

net cll foung, robbed of their noturel hebitct, bs

doomed? gs this arca selected for o pine forest

because of the gveoilobility of prison lubour nearby?

Would there not be thousands of gcres of suitable |

country neerby that could be used, without destroying

iy . this beauvtifyl and historical spot with cll its naturel
syrroundings? Is it contemploted to commonce work on
this project in Hovember this year?®

In reply the Hon. J.B. Fuller, K,L,C. said thet it was the
practice of the Forestry Commission tc protect fiowing
crecks, but not "naturel dreinage © lines, Turbidiiy was
caused, not by pine plantotions, but by wash from fire
treils, Fish had been cought in both [itchell's Creck and
2ark Corner Creck in another planting erea. The Yulcen
Stote Forest at the headwatcrs of the Fish River hed coused
no turbidity despite 4 inches of rain and 12 inches of snow.,
Kangaroos, wallabies and certain types of netive birds, werc
just as happy in the pinc ferest habitet as in the
Cucalyptus habitat of the Slue lountgins, This ares in the
Tablelaends was ideal for pine forests end this was the reason
why prison labour comps had been estublished there.

Cn September 30th, Hr, J.G. Coates, i.L,A. (Elue Mountains)

presented ¢ pctition for the revocation of 15,000 acres
of the Hanangoroo State Forest ond its inclusion in the
Kanangra-Boyd Hational Park.

On October 7th, #r, C.J. Earl, H.L.A. s
the following question tc the HMinistor for Conservation :

“Have the Forestry Commissicn and the Minister issued
twe statements claiming that pine plantations were nct
biociogical deserts and cccusing conservationists of
“being "desircus of hiding the real facts from their
supporters® and of "using half iruths and distortions™. '
Is it a foct thet Prof. A, 0'Gower, of the school of
zoology, Dr, E. Sherp, of the Dopartment of Entomelogy,
end Mr, G, Gordon, Ph.D, all of the Univorsity of Sydnoy,
and Dz, Joyce Vickery end Dr, Alec Costin have strongly
ond definitely condemned the Hinister's contontion, and
- : supported the view that pine plentations are biclogical
deserts? Is it o fact that the Hinister plans to begin
bulidozing oporations on the Boyd “latecu in lovember,
thus completing the worst act of conservation vendalism
in Austrclic's history? ill the Hinister agree, oven
at this lcte stage, to cell of f the destroying bulldozers
and preserve this priceless section of the Boyd Plateau
in its notural stote instead of exploiting the erea, for
soft=wood production?®

1
]

In reply tHir,

E e said that, though the ccoloay of o pinc
. 1 b2 v} P
forest was #4if
i

ent, it was not o biclogicel desert.

Cirds nested in pine forests and kangarocos loved- them.
I{ was imposcible to control insect infestation in the

eucalystus forest, but pine forests were not affected,

If mon wos to live he had to "cut into the countryside"
‘ to build roads and doms. Houses aend factories had to be
built on some lovely land cround Sydncy, Hr, Beale twice
caolled for « balance, and left no doubt thet one was hoeded, 1,
becavse his. estimate of the area edded to “netiongli parks

reserves and so on" created by ths present SGovernment
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(twice the cmount existing when it came to office) was
936,744 acres larger thon the amount given by lr, Lewis
on 4/11/69 (1,843,391 in 1965 plus 856,647 acres).

PETITIONS TO PARLIAMENT

Save Colong supporters have dlready made some well
publicised petitions to Stote Farliament. These petitions
have been noteble, not so much because of the number of
signatories, but becousce they haove come from highly
responsible citizens, such as doctors and priests. Any
number of persons cen unite in ¢ petition and this is

a form of protest that could easily be arranged within

the organisctions supporting our campaign, without going
beyond the organisation concerned for signatures.

The campeign to save the kangarco from extinction has
used this method extensively. Petitions are the first
business of the day in the House of Representatives, and
hardly e day passes without et least one petition on
kengaroos, For example, on September lst, four petitions
were presented, and on the three succeeding days there
wvere two petitions on each day.

In order to ensure that the petition will be presented
to Parlioment the following format should be rigidly
fecllowed :
"To the Honourchkle the Speaker and Members of the
Legislative Assembly of Mew South YWales in

3

Parlicment assembled.
' The petition of ...{name of group)...respectfully
sheweth...(disapproval of bounderies etc.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray thet your
Honourable House will...{action requested of House)
and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will '
ever pray.

(followed by list of signatures (including clear
printing of names

Signotures must gppear on ¢ cpy of the petition, and
“should be acccompsnied by the name of -the signatory
clearly printed.

An M.L.A. should the¥#¥e dapproached and asked to present
the petition to the Ldgisletive Assembly, '

s

0

REPORT ON VISIT TO-3ui

‘., A:’ . +
SUNNY CORMER - FORESTRY MIzil

One aim of the joint ) « trip to
the Boyd Plateau and Sunny Corner was o inveistigate

-pine-plonting. From what we saw, we concludéd: thiit: we.
shall lose more than just the Boyd Plateau if if by
planted to pines, T




Our Department of Conservotiom cannot be trusted. Pine
planting by the Forestry Commission is not carried. ocut
with conservation principles in mind. Their aim is to
plant pines, es mony as possible.

“hen pines were first planted ot Sunny Cormer by the
Forestry Commission, they bulldezed trecs dndiscriminctely
into creeks. This ruined o good trcut-fishing stream.

The streom is still turbid with silt, is still blocked by
massive logs and is still useless for fishing. HNow, with
“conservation®” in mind, all pine forest streams are turbid
with silt, blocked by massive logs and usaless for fishing =
despite local protests and action from trout fishermen.

e

©

If you think this is exaggerat go to Sunny Corner and
- nd ) ° 3

=]
- Y . < !
see for yoursel? how o pine Torest is managed.

“hen the trees have been bulldozed into windrows, whole
paddocks and hillsides arc set alight ot once. %here is
not o lot of wildlife to cat the pine seedlings after.
this, To make sure, 1030 peison is laid cut. The par ty
found a recently decd fox, presumcbly poisoned from
eating 1080 in rabbits, : -

The local scene is disregarded when the Forestors move in.
Trees are work and work is votes. 5o before one election
500 acres were planted on the only availeble clecred lend,
which was the Sunny Cormer common. The raoceccurse has

gone the same woy. The residents also have their liveli-
hood in jeopardy s leasehold is not renewed®for grozing.
Their- properties are threctened by eight miles of pines
with no interncl fire-breaks. Dospite an experienced firow-
fighting force, the Forestry Commission has an unenviable
record ot Sunny Corner.

The preference of Australion birds for Austrclien trees has
important consequences for the mon on the land. They look
nice, they sound nice, and they pollinate pastures and they
eat- insects:  You have to be up carly te save o bit of
native forest ot Sunny Corner however. Despite protests
months beforehand, one four ccre stand of magnificent
blackbutts was soved minutes before bulldozers were o move
in. Apparently four acres of blackbuits in 500 acres of
Monterey pine ‘is almost %oo much! '

" There will be no end of promises, assurences and under-
tekings if the Forestry Commission wants the Boyd Plateau,
But the deteils will be left to the bulldozer drivers. “hat
guarantees can the Depariment of Conservation offer us thot
all will be well? Yill the pine forest be removed when it
.turns out. that our Teors were zight? ’ '

Despite promises, despite protests, if the Boyd is planted
to-pines this will happen :

Trees will choke the crecks ond sub-alpine swamps.

The creeks will be turbid, the waterfells will turn grey.

This muddy run-off will worsen the already increasing
5ilt load of Howmung River in the Kanangra=B8oyd
Netionel Park., -

Stream life will be drastically altered.

2
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Bushfires "in the Park will lnckcnu». As pins forests
are highly suscep 11@&0 to fire damage there are

already plons for intensive control burns and firee
road network in the Park., "Control" burns can g2t
out of hand, as et Sunny Corner,

Fertilizers and biocides (e.g. hormone=type

weedkillers or defoliants
ence of such woodkillers |

»Western Australia where manure, from stock which had
peen fed on cereals from sprayed paddocks, killed
nursery. plants

will be uvsed, The persist=
has been: shown “in, ",

Poisons such as 1080 will be used and introduced

into the viological food chain., Ever heard of 1030
* lobelled "Rabbits only™?
People who are generclly interested %o see the wise use

of our resources for long tern benefit should take a long
hard look at *he nar rownnlndcm, of ten irresponsible
approach the Forestry Commission has to our resources

and landscape,
Forestry mismanagement is the noturcl outcome of political
expediency. The number of acres of plnus planuctlons

that were crected uring o Government's reign is used in
election boaesting. hat was buildozod for these acres,
and how the opcratlono were carried out, is a very

different story.

Wil YOU allow the /skih Government to be proud to boast
that 25,000 acres of prime Hotional Por%lanﬂ The Boyd
Pla»e@u was bulldozed for a pine 0Lontat10n7

ACT NOY - VISIT THESE AREAS AMD SEE FOR YOb\SELF

From: Malle and David Eden.

For further details contect the above a Fairmount 35t.,
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Pulwich Hill, Tel. HNo. 56807714
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