18 Argyle Street, Sydney, 2000

T T MARSIL TADA

LUl CUMP Ll ERLLLUTHNIEL LT .

Australia, too, is the last sanctuary on earth for many natural
species. In a real sense we are the custodians of their ewrvival.

decisions on any issue that affects our heritage. This is a respon-
gibility that our Governmment has accepted."

---000))))) (((((000---



has haan ~u+ hath 1n mAanau and

WD fu W T T WY T1a D Ween rav iannny
- - - o - -

+han tha ‘mmadiata uvaant tacl nf
efforts

WM PTGy SRR W 113 MWW RS B e 2
R ¥ TR

Wor'd Heritage Convention Council
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more, that selective logging and
the removal of the logs from the
thirds of the remaining trees
effectively wrecked.
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"Tost" annually in Asia. Some
eight million_hect§rgs are burnt
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S g e
shifting cultivators, affecting
about 300 million hectares of
forest areas.

use have already had an impact
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hectares in India are susceptible
to flooding, and erosion 1is
believed to cause a displacement
t0p5611 éaEH";eHFZ"iH the floods
during the 1978 rainy season,

4UUUU Cattle washed away.

M.K. RANJITSINH - "AMBIO" Vol.VIII
No. &, 1873. Published by Swedish
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Submission to the Terantia Creek
Inquiry by Dr. L.J. Webb

Since the 1960's the use of Austra-

lian forests and their administra-

tion by government forestry depart-

ments have come under increasingly

critical scrutiny by sections of the
public discontented with the primary

emphasis on wood production at the

expense of conserving and enhancing
other forest values. Relevant for-

mal inquiries include those of the
House of Representatives Select

Committee on Wildlife Conservation
in 1970, Rural Policy in Australia
in 1973, the Committee of Inquiry

into the National Estate which pub-

lished its report in 1974, the
House of Representatives Standing

Committee on Environment and Conser-
vation in 1974 on the operation of

At Caftisnmnd Chavmarmrtivis Navaamante

Act of 196/ and 1Y/¢; and the >enate
Standing Committee on Science and the
Environment in 1974 into the impact
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versity during August 1979 by members
of the Department of Forestry examined

A Pee e mnd i

lian Forestry, Vol. 42, No.2, 1979).
L.T. Carron noted that "given the
historical background I have described,
it is easy to understanq whylthe

had their sense of dedicated profes-

rinnal miceinn nwafaindlu dicturhed

explosion' were directed towards
them". The resulting "siege mental-
ity" is freely acknowledged by

clear that the time has arrived for
foresters to update their socjg]_

WNTCH MNdve usveEIupeEdy arviny wiln uic
role which they interpreted society
wished them to play. I am amongst
those who think the role shou]dee

need to be changed". Dealing with
more specific issues, R.G. F]oreqce

TUTESL Tuyyiny.
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way Govermment, no matter how
motivated it may be to the cause
of environmental quality, ie

wnable to reverse well-establised
patterms of resource use which
would produce a powerful political
reaction at the local level. Never-
theless, I would be very surprised
if more than a small minority of
State parliamentarians and Forestry
Commission personnel would see
continuing rainforest logging in
itself as a sound use of natural
resources. If thie ig the case,
the N.S.W. rainforest is being
placed in the category of a

purely local resource for short
term local commmity benefit,
something which the State recog-
nises as being beyond its politi-
cal and financtal capacity to
change . "
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effects there might have been on
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the pup'ic rolie 1n the use 0T forests

all of us must be acutely avare.
Whilz anmz AF +thia wnew emrharsdia

extremz emotion the chanige 18
very real: 1t had depth, and it

has permanence. The importance
of natural land in this context

will continue to inaregse - it is
not an ephemeral phase. Industry,
forest mavagere and individuals
alike must rea?zre and accept
thig, yet sc cfien it is said
that the environmental movement
ig of a tivesome 'outer fringe'
nature, or that people will forget
about in a few years. There 18 no
semblance of evidence to support
thegz latter views here or elee-
whers
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World Congress, Buenos Aires, 1972,
1t was noted that "Foresters recog-
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People" ~ The urgency of the problems
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agriculture every two seconds" (J.

féod-ﬁrbbiems_of_fhe-déueloping
countries. Of relevance to the

linder nnint k- "Mavrenuer
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coast

"Tropical hardwsod, for o long
plentiful and cheap, is moving
towards a pervod of chronie
shortage. Years c¢f forestry
mis-management are catching up
with the timber industry . . .
Hardwcod is becoming a rare
commodity . . . Eventually all
of the trepieal hardwoods will
be hgrvested . . Little reaf-
forestaticn ta cecurring, and
of that mostly of softwood or
lower quality hardwood. No one
18 replanting the dipterccarp
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industriss through the late
1970's",
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