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RAINFORESTS
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done until the Government is forced from it that rqinforést trees take

to respond to the pressure of public several centuries to reach matu:1ty. .
oninici:. Our experience in the The remaining stands cannot be "saved
we may expect results, if there is and as may well occur with lerania

any substantial rainforest unroaded Creek.

by that time.

In its backaround paper on Terania

ha. of this is gﬁﬁf;bpiééii the environmental claims states:
remainder being classed as "dry",

"oertain classes of tvees, notably
"warm temperate" and "cool temper- f ’
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ing of any native forest anywhere. demse as the new regeneration res-
Much of the 300,300 ha. has been ponds to the move open canopy dbove. "
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the Government is persuaded to aban-
don its policy of "mining" our rain-

building industry and providing employ-
ment. There are other ways of subsi-
dising housing. other structural ma-
et lwe wia waee ooy
ment. If these are more costly in
money terms than continued rainforest
logging, such is the price we must

pay for retaining this irreplaceable
fragment of our national heritage.

B Y e

POLICY

In a policy statement on rainforests,
prepared for State Cabinet, the N.P. &
W.S. fully supports the Colong Commi-
ttee's case for the cessation of logging
in rainforests. It urges the State
Government to halt Togging in all pub-
1icly owned rainforests and to declare
them permanent reserves It also recom-
mends that all! logging and clearing in
privately owned rainforest should be
stopped. The 'ikelihood of the Forestry
Commnission s "phasing out" policy being
achieved before timber supplies run out
is described as questionable "in view of
the acknow'ladged commitment to industry
in several districts".

vately owned lands ‘s recommended be-
cause reduction in availability of
timber from publicly owned rainforests
————— . .
dation 'agging" on privately owned
lands, resulting in possible destruc-
tion of forests important for conser-
vation purposes,

PHes Luruiry Uiy Luee o rras  nwi Uy

opposed the Government policy of pub-

ably presented by the Forestry Commission,
and muzzl'ng the N P. and W.S., which we
once dubbed "the Silent Service". It

is gratifying to know that our protests
have been heard and acted upon.

THE WASHPOOL WILDERNESS

Of the rainforest remnants which we
seek to preserve, the largest is in
the Washpool wilderness area of

26,600 ha. as designated in the Helman
study. It 1s situated north of the
Gwydir highway, half way between
Grafton and Glen Inres and adjoins
Gibralta~ Range Nationa! Park.

There are two major stands of rain-
forest, one, the Viper Scrub, in the

undulating country to the south-east
and the other the Willowie Scrub, which

eastern fall of the Gibraltar Range.
Already a "drying-out" road, as wide in
places as the Gwydir Highway, extends

a point near the heart of the Viper
Scrub.
logging of over 1,000 ha. of rainforest.
Rodney Falconer describes the Willowie
Scrub as follows:

This is intended to enable the

"This 18 now the Largest rainforeet

FIULE UeeTl [MBCRUNIEU LU UE S Ul ysor
wndisturbed coachwood forest in the
world by foresters such as 4.G.

Floyd - probably the foremost author-
ity of NSW rainforeste. It i8 a

rich complex of faunal habitate re-
volving around the predominate warm
temperate rainforest. To say animal
life is abundant and diverse might
seem a gross understatement to any
visitor. Depending on the time of
day, one ig beset by the signs and
sounds of tiger cats, gliding posswns,
pademelone, dingees, riflebirds,
pittas, catbirds, fruit pigeons and

a host of small mammals, birds, rep-
tiles and amphibians."

Inview of the necessity to preserve

vival is to be achieved (as emphasised
by Dr. Bell, Dr
and other experts at the Border Ranges

Schaefer, Dr. Clark

%G;Ehé;’e;pIOitétién_muéf-bé given
high priority.
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Thanks to Mr. Frank Vanry, we now have

ing the mountains of South Queensland
in Werner Grossman's book of the above
title. The impression that Lamington
Park made on two visitors from Swit-
zerland, the Mecca of tourism, and
their intention to return, might well
be noted by those authorities which
regard rainforests as simply a collec-
tion of logs. These forests (if
preserved), may well become a greater
attraction to tourists from overseas
than ouv cities, which are like
modern cities anywhere, our vast arid
open spaces, or even our beaches.
Werner Grossman gives a vivid des-
cription of the beauty of the rain-
forest, its animals, birds, plants
and landscapes. The Colong Committee
will be glad to make the translation
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from land occupiers, it would be an
offence to drive a vehicle for recrea-
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"The use of vehicles in areas with
high wildermess value, jeopardise
wilderness qualities. The desire
to explore and trail-blaze areas

of virgin country can cause immea-

. surable damage to flora and fauna,
cutting deep impressions as vehicles
tyre-cpin their way to gain traction
cver rough terrain."
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1s that:

"Narrow trails are widened, hill-
sides are rut-scarred, ercsion is
eaqused or iniviared by off-road
vehicles, reserves become and
remain scarred, front-end winehes

ar&haeazogz’cal relics are cﬁz:.mged
and the possibility of fires is

activities cf the users of vehicles.”
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Tive areas are designated 1n which

t1on vehicle act v1ty 1s proh1b1ted"
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a speCIaJ permit 1is granted TiNg

of high nature conservation or
wilderness value, fragile environ-
ments, and areas of historical,
geclogical or archaeological signi-
ficance”. It is a'so recommended
that legislation should provide that,

"grey" area prnsumably the "controlled
access areas" would be designated The
question then arises - which lands are
suitable to be declared confrolled
access areas, on which 0RVs whether
licensed or not will be permitted?
Some, or all the "adverse effects”
described by the inquiry apply to
any land, 1rrespective of titie or
description. Aﬂv vehlc e driven
possibly fauna. Asked what type of
land his department was prepared to
make ava‘lable for ORV use, the Lands
Department representative at the
Inquiry could specify on'y quarries.
The Colong Comm:ttee would be pre-
pared to go further and allow ORV

Forestry Commission, for pine plan-
tations or woodchipping since natural

destroyed, but the fact must be faced
+hat AFf wraad Pvaffirs uivtuallu anuo

ing vehicles to maintained roads
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mental preservation have been re-

the House of Representatives Stand-
ing Committee on Environment and
Conservation It is acknowledged
that voluntary conservation organ-
isations contribute to reasoned pub-
1ic debate, to public education and



SAVE COLONG BULLETIN

PAGE 5

NUMBER 60

MAY 1980

“increasing public awareness of
environmenta’ issues. It is re-

be provided to voluntary conser-
vation organisations (other than
environment centres) with a $2

the amount allocated to each group.
Commonwealth funds would be provi-

each State capital with no require-

establishment of a fund to assist
voluntary conservation organisations
with specific projects and a research
fund for the sponsoring of research
projects by professional consultants

voluntary conservation organisations.
Whether the recommendations will be
accepted, and whether any gravy will
come the way of the Colong Committee,
remains to be seen.
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by the Nat: onal Forest Products
Association, the American Petroleum
Institute, the United Four-Wheel

intarects ic tn ha intradiced in the
U.d. MUUSE Ul REPIEsenLdLives. Nl
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lands, the remnant of the U.S. wilder-
ness heritage, where timber grows
slowly because of steep siopes, high
elevations and other factors. There
is a close parailel with the pressure
of the N.S.W.  timber interests to Tog
slow growing rainforests, now mainly
confined to steep slopes and high
elevations

In Australia sand miners continue
Tobbying for the mining of national
pgrks. Mr. Ken Horler, executive

ducers' Bssociation, has expressed
the opinion that "We may even get
to mine Fraser Island again". (SMH
report 5/4/80).

In the New England district, Mr.
Oliver Moriarty, whose organisation
now describes itself as "The Associa-
tion for the Protection of Rural
Australia" has been addressing meet-
ings opposed to the creation of a
Beardy River National Park. Mr. Eric

Bedford, Minister for Planning and
Environment, 1s to be congratu‘ated on
vity. He said in Parliament that Mr.
0liver Moriarty was attempting to
frighten rura’ p2ople into believing

possess them of their land. "He has
embarked on a crusade of deception to

10n aga1nsz the Government's nature
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among grazing, mining and timber
interests. I think Mr. Moriarty
should place before the public the
full background of his group and
declare whether the mining and timber

backing his stand".

COAL MINING IN NATIONAL PARKS

The Colong Committee has joined the
NCC, NPA, ACF, Colo Committee and
TEC in subscribing to the following

T I T EE ——
e 2T el finm dn maaTladkiAan kA Av!r+1nﬁ

and proposed nationa' parks, nature
reserves, wilderness areas and other
protected sites in NSW.

Froncipies

1. IHE EAIbLIUH (=32 0N] ylupu;uu [EET PR TR
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State's natural environment and
history. Their qualities and fea-
tures must be protected for present
and future generations, and be in-
violate from any disturbance that
can arise from underground or sur-
face coal mining.

2. In order to protect water and air
quality; wildlife; plant communi-
ties; recreational values, aesthetic
and other qualities of natural and
histori ¢ !andscapes, and to control

e nd 2l o bk LLaAis mAama
in relations to developments out-
side these areas should be enforced.

3. A substantia! margin of safety
for natural and historic landscapes
should be adopted when assessing
the likeiihood of any disturbance.

Conflicts

4, There are serious conflicts be-
tween natural and social values
on the one hand and the cperation
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of underground and surface coal mining
on the otherhand, for example:

(i)  Destruction of cliff faces,
small gorges, pinnacles, caves

A wee '!+ ~F n+m-.+-. ke s Arn s

Present subsidence policy of
the Mineral Resources and Devel-

- u

features

(i) Mining (especially open cut)
iz destructive to natura® sys-
tems and rehabilitation cannot
reproduce such systems with
their diverse characteristics.

(111) Heavy metal, acid and sediment

abandoned mines, washeries and
waste dumps, vent shafts, roads,
pitheads, and coal dumps reduce
water quality, adversely affect
aquatic biota and diminish rec-
reational values of waterways.

(iv) The aesthetic impact of coal
dumps, washeries, vent shafts,

RS . mddhlcada mmd alleme. .

lln mimn mmd maddnfoind dhadk Alfaaddon

regulations and enforcement agencies
exi1st to protect natural and social
values at the present time.

Policy

6.

10.

Surface mining works or open cuts
are incompatible with proper manage-

WILILin e i DUUNiUarnries .

. In view of 1-5 above, and considering

the extent of the State's coal res-
on underg.ounu min ng in ratural and
historic landscapes.

Thé NSW Government should establish
a decision makfng process which
d1rects © mining interest away
and :ncorporates a buffer zone for
their protection

. The NSW Government should better

inform and involye the public and
citizen env ronment organisations
in its planning for the development
of the State's coal resources.

The NSW Goveérnment should prepare
and publish for pubiic debate a ccal
conservation policy, for the orderly
and conservative utilisation of coal
to maintain coal supplies for NSW

as far into the future as possible
and to 1imit the pollution effects
experienced by the NSW public

————— RAr - wl
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April. The following officers were
elected:

M.l.E. [AUST.)
Vice Chairman: James G. Somerville,

T AAS.A.
Rodney A. Falconer,
Hon. Secretary: Alexander G. Colley,
B.Ec H.D.A.
Hon. Treasurer: Charles A. Calberg,
R AS.A.

dar year 1979 was as follows:

Income:
Donations $2,948
Sale of Posters 42
Sale of Publications 272
Subscriptions to Bulietin 1,236
Sale of Wilderness
Calendars (Part onTv} 709
R
Expenditure:
Auditors Remuneration
- Accounting & Secretarial 60
- Audit Fee 175
Bulletin Costs 998
aenerdl I'.XpEIISEb 20U
Rent 1,300
Colo River Campaign 193
iT davamanns MFalamdawa- ICN
54,057
Surplus for year $1,197

NAMATI NME

Response to our annual anpeal for
aonations and renewal of Bulletin
subscriptions has been very satis-

tfactory. Our thanks to the follow-
ing for their donations:

C. Austin C. Boyd

L. Austwick R. Braithwaite

J. Mmbler P. Conaghan

J. Barrett P. Cook

M. Beard A. Cooper

F. Bendeich A Correy

W. Bennett R. Costin

A Bowe E. Cunningham

B Sc.(Ed.)
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R.W. Younger

of delineating rainforests.
A coloured rainforest poster

A new letterhead for the Committee
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for 1980 (reduced from $5.50)$2.00
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The Secretary,

The Colong Committee Ltd.,
18 Argyle Street,

SYDNEY. NSW. 2000

Dear Sir,

year 1980.

e L T I T T [ - - -

Ll my Junaciun v syl i LIS Ul pusca ui LIS WU Uiy Ui L
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