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"our wild obseseton with growth economics ig
over-taxing the natural resources and cver-
poliuting the envircnment now to a very

dangerous level."

Professor Daley, chief advocate of the steady
state economy, reported in S.M.H. 26/6/80.

"If the Aborigines, who are said to be a dis-
possessed people, have their sacred sites,
why shouldn't the majority of people have

their venerated parklands?"
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with their views

Kosciusko National Park, which has
an area of 1,507,400 acres, is the
largest park in the State. It extends
for 100 miles between the Victorian

It contains Australia’s
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heat and drought. Like the Blue Moun-
tains Park system, and so many other
major conservation concepts, 1t was
first proposed by the State's greatest
conservationist - Myles J. Dunphy, OBE.

Like every extensive natural area in
the State, the park has been under
constant development pressure ever
since its inception in 1944. The first
major intrusion was the $782 million
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ctrnrted  necessitatine extensive

appropriated ¥U,UUU acres Or rorestea
country while Mr. Lewis held the Lands
portfolio. Grazing was permitted in
the park for many years, and though
the snow leases were cancelled, des-
pite strong opposition from grazing
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now titled the Association for Pro-
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inhibited tourist development The
Kosciusko Hotel, the Chalet, Betts
Camp and the Alpine Hut were the only
accommodation provided, and there was
one lift, at Charlotrte pass. Develep-
ment soon got under way. Hotels,
chalets, ski lifts, parking areas,
restaurants etc. proliferated. Then
the off-road vehicle merchants got
busy. It has proved virtually impossi-
ble to exclude them from the far
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northern and southern sections of the
park

The aim of creating a national park
is to preserve the natural features
of an area. Flora, so0il, streams and
landscape have already been severely
damaged by developers both public and
private.

Neither the authorities, nor the major-
ity of conservationists, foresaw the
scale and effects of tourist develop-
ment. Now the hour of decision is

upon us. Do we preserve the remain-
ing natural features, which should

be the prime aim cf park management,

or do we give in to tourist interests?

Skiing is an extremely popular and
health giving form of recreation. So
15 bushwalking. We believe that both
can be enjoyed without unacceptable
damage to the park, and that other
forms of recrearion shculd be provided
outside the park.

Skiing in 1tself does little damage,
becauze the flora is protected by a
blanket of snow except where it 1is
trampled around huts, lifts, parking
areas, etc., and there 1s no way a
skier czan catch up with the fauna.
Constant bushwalking on urmaintained
tracks can lead to erosion, and too
much camping in the one place can

also be damaging. Maintenance of much
used tracks, and perhaps some restric-

may become necessary. We believe
that, as a general principle, there
should be no restriction on bush-
walking or skiing in the park. But,
if natural features are to be pro-
tected the following measures are
necessary:-

1. Mechanical transport should be
restricted to existing surfaced
and maintained roads, and some
of the exisring roads could well
be dispensed with and replaced by
walking tracks - e.g. the road to
the summit Extensions of the
road system means destruction of
flora, fauna and landscape. So
does off-road vehicle use. On
maintainad roads damage 1is
repaired. Elsewhere it is not.

2. All private passenger vehicles
should be parked below the summit
arez, 1.e. below Sawpit Creek and
preferably outside the park.
Passenger transport within the
park should be by bus only. Pollu-
tion by drainage from parking
areas, and further destruction of

flora and landscape for parking pur-

poses, would not then occur.

3. No additional overnight acccmmeda-
tion should be authorised within
the park.

4. Charges for both private and pub-
lic services within the park should
be increased sufficiently to enable
sewerage to be purified, whatever
the cost. (At present Perisher
Valley & Thredbo smell and water
below these resorts is undrinkable).

5. There should be no renewal of
leases for overnight zccommodation
facilities within the park,

It is regrettable that the Packer
interest leases were recently re-
newed for 45 years, but leases can
be bought out. Overnight accommo-
dation should be provided outside
the park. This could be to the
advantage of lessees. The bugbear
of the tourist trade s a low per-
centage of bed occupancy, caused
by the shortness of the snow sea-
son., Resorts on the dams below
could provide other forms of
recreation, such as fishing, golf,
tennis boating etc., in addition
to mountain tours, and might well
attract custom during the warmer
months.

6. No further installations should be
allowed within the park even for

shops, conference facilities, a
village railway, synthetic ice-
rink, masseur facilities etc. should
be vetoed.

Similarly, the propo:ed day skiing
locations [Mt. Selwyn, etc.) in the
centre of the park should be rejected,
They would previde an irresistible
temptation to future developers and
administracions to add over-night
facilities.

7. Fire control: Protection of build-

ings should be achieved by uze of
ire proof building materials and

the clearing of nflammahle mater-
ial from their vicinity. Fire
protection of the park should be
by carefully controlled burning on
the borders of the park, or along-
side roads, rather than indiscrimi-
nate burming by the dropping of
incendiaries,

8. Existing huts cculd be retained,
as already decided by the Service,
provided that vehicular access 1is
disallowed. Howsver a few huts,
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tion of alpine streams and lakes,
chould be removed.
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could be retained 11 thé lOCAlltTies
where they are now installed.
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mendations will be strongly opposed
by many skisrs and the vested develop-
ment .nterests, sven though further
development will simply down-grade

the natural features which make the
park so popular. They are the mini-
mum necessary f we are to have a
park rather than an alpine silum.
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analyses the origin of our rainforests.
Unti! recently the views of Joseph
Hooker. expresssd more than a century
ago, prevailed. The Indo-Malesian
component was regarded as an outlier
of the great rainforests of south-east
Azia. This theory was strengthened

by more zecent evidence that a land
bridge with Asiz existed during a
global lowering of sea levels some 10
to 14 millien years ago. The Antarc-
tic element was regarded as an immigrant
from the south,
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the Rainforest Ecolcgy Section of the
CS1RO Division of Plant Industry, now
beliewve that Australia was not a recep-
tacle for immigrant floras, but a
centre, o part af a centre, for the
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Recause of the dependence of the many

other, and the internal environment
that it creates for itself, the forest
can only migrate as a community. It
Cabroe s we .,
birds, wind, water etc. carrying seed.
There is, however a strong similarity
between the rainforests of rndia s
western uhaf= und Au:tfa ia’ Cooktown-
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though separated by 8000 km., Dr.
Webh believes these forests evolved
as part of the flora of the ancient
super continent of Gondwanaland from
which Australia, India, Africa, Mada-
gascar and Scuth America originated.
One piece of svidence to support the
possibility that the Gondwanic rain-
farest spread from a region of which
Austrilia was a part is that, despite
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assemblage of primitive flowering-
plant families in the world,

ect hatanical imnortance are those
NATDOUTLILE LIE WUSL PLLIULLL Ve Lo -
ing plants and these are -o1ven*ra+ed
in northern Queensland., He describes
Ll i msvmn A~ ~ hatani~al Nashic Avrk

- except that this Ark 1s laden witn
veritable dinocsaurs!

A.L.P. ENVIRONMENT POLICY

The A.L.P, veleased ifts environment
pelicy for the next election on
September 8th. The early release in-
dicates both thar the pasiy 1is con-
cerned for the environment snd that
it appreciates the ever-growing im-
portance of the conservation vote.
g o

the Cclong Committee have been
adopted.

The policy on scftwood plaﬂtdt ons
rveflects the Boyd campaign of five
years ago. It is that:-

AN A.L.P. GOVERNMENT WOULD STCP
ALL PROGRAMS DESIGNED TO REPLACE
HEALTHY NATIVE HARDWOOD FORESTS
WITH SOFTWOOD PLANTATICONS, AND
DIRECT FINANCIAL RESOURCES TOWARD
THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOFTWOODS IN
AREAS WHERE SUFFICIENT LAND WHICH
T ATTTATY ATTADETN AT WATTUE PARFSTS
IS AVAILABLE. FOH INSTANGE, THE
COMMONWEALTH-STATE MARGINAL FARM-
LANDS SOFTWOODS AGREEMENT WOULD BE
NEGOTIATED TO ACHIEVE THESE AIMS.

This is gcood but not good enough,

reaffarevtntlon whe re pos:lble The

-~ Mo 3.3
gum for instance is almost identical
with that of radiata pine - and the
structural quality and iife of the
native trees provide habitat for our
fauna which exotic pines generally
do not.

The Labor Party policy shculd be

it will cope with the N.S.W. Forestry
Commission, which classifies mature
snow gum woodland in the Tumut arsa
as 'derelict grazing and farmland',
simply because a previous Owner or
lessee once grazed cattle between

the eucalypts.

The principle of Commcnwealth respon-
sibility for conservation projects
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posal of the Katocmba and District
Wildlife Comservation Society that
lands in the Kings Table area be
azquirved and added te Blue Mowtitains
National Fark.

The Director of National Parks and
Wildlife has advised me that the
National Parks and Wildlife Service
has identified the avea to which you
vefer as being most desirable for
addition to Blue Mowuntains National
Park. [The Service is now investiga-
ting the matter to determine appro-
e

and you may rest assured that every
effert will be made to include the
area 1inm the Park.

Thank you for your support in thie
matter.
Yours sincerely,
Evice Bedford,
Minister for Planning
and Environment

SUPPORT FROM INTERSTATE AND OVERSEAS

We have received copies of two letters
written to members of the State Govern-

of S.A. wrote to Mr, Bedford that:

"In the past we have been profligate
with our precious rainforests, des-
troying them with ignorant abandon,
even to the extent of burning Red
Cedar, as related in Prof. Jock
Marshall's book 'The Great Exter-
minatiem'. A rainforest. Siv. takes
mu.ng FLrilieds o) HeEulo o Ieuure W
climax etave, and we have so little
of it left now in 1ts pristine state.
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the hands of the exploiters, for
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Mr. Wran § Mr. Bedford from Switzerland:

"We hgve Jjust learmt of your Forestry
Commission getting ready to log the
Washpool Wildexvess. We wish your
Goverrment to know that not only
Australians arve deeply shocked by

thie project., We here in Europe

envy those cowntries that still have
forests of the grandeur of your rain-
forests and we like to think that
Australia, wnlike developing cowntries,
appreciates such magnificent remmants
of wildemneze and does everything to
preserve them. As the Colong Committee
say in their review of the chapter on
Lamington Park in my book "Dowm to
Earth", it iz such thinge as your rain-
forests that - if preserved, will

become your most precious tourist
attractions, rather than your brg
eities, or even your vast arid open
spaces or your beaches."

We believe tha:t such letters showing
the concern of conservationists beyond
our State borders are particularly
effective.

PUBLISHER SOUGHT

Werner Grossmann is seeking a publisher
for a translation of his book "Zuruck
of our readers have contact with a
potential publisher, we should be glad
to follow it up with more information
about the book. We have received sev-
eral requests for Frank Vanry's trans-
lation of the chapter describing Lam-
ington.

FORESTRY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Mr. Jim Somerville, Vice-Chairman of
the Colong Committee has been appointed
to represent conservation interests on
a Committee which has been set up to

current and future use of forested land,
research priorities, potential areas of
conflict and ways of ensuring a contin-
ued supply of logs.

BRAVO 25M
inspired by David Attenborough's state-

the single most critical conservatiocn
issue facing the world today, announcer
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northern N.5.W., put on an hour long

Aarmmantarir Aan the avhisact and mnersuaded

STAT10N €XeCUT1VEeS TO IDLI0W LILLS Up wiin

further logging.

OFFICE RENTAL GRANT

Our thanks to the Paddy Pallin Founda-
tion for agair making us a grant of
$500 towards the §$1,350 a yezxr rent

we pay to the Total Environment Centre.
A centrally situated office is essen-
tial for our work and meetings.

CITIZEN'S LAND RIGHTS

It is possible that the Yungngora
people's fight to preserve their
sacred site at Nocnkanbah attracted
more sympathy from conservationists
than from the rest of the community.
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pese'. 1t 1s a purely spiritual con-
cept. 23 dear as life i1tself to the

save their most sacred site - the
Holy Land.

There is a striking similarity be-
tween the efforts of the aborigines
tc save Noonkanbah and the efforts
cf a community of conservationists
to save Terania Creek (or CGlebe Gully
or Middie Head). Nobody would des-
cribe Terania Creek as "'sacred'.
Practically nothing is so described
in our modern society. Yet Terania
Creek undoubtedly has spiritual sig-
nificance to the demonstrators. Its
preservation certainly offered them
no economic reéward, Tribal organi-
sation has disappeared from our
society, but its modern equivalent
is special inferest groups.

There are many more interest groups
in our society than there were tribes
pre 1788, Many of them seek only to
expleoit natural resources. A grow-
ing number now seeks to preserve
them. The exploiters have wealth
and the means to deploy an army of
mercenaries. The conservationists
who, like the aborigines, put spiri-
tual values first, have little money
and deperd mainly on volunteers.
Those who allocate resources, who we
are pleased to call our "servants'!,
or our "representatives', almost
mmvariably favour the exploiters,

Aboriginal =acred sites cover only

a tiny fraction of the total land
which has mireral! potential. Wilder-
ness areas have even less economic
significance. They are the areas
that it has not paid to develop,

Much is being made of the projected
$29 billion of development expendi-

AWEEWW LWL ilv 22 WA WL W] s e
- . ~ Lo s Foo—a L ZaME N

R T S
T ' R SR I R S T I . SR R, T

2UU WOIRETIS Jdepelldellt Ul ldilllurosi

is, éﬁ&-;o iﬁ-wiiiuﬁe-ﬁhen the chiéf

G LU CHENE B A A Ak Wl A WEEar ek ¥ BE L S was o

ALEX COLLEY

1|ic*p‘k|*-*c‘k‘|*c*-*c*a*-*-*:*-*.ﬂ-*-#



cRemomiaFRiKoKoReReo KoK e KoK o eRoF Rk eReF o RoMoRoRsHeRo R oFeoTeoRe
s e e a8 s ® e s 2 2 @ e e e s s e s w s e e e as e

o a &

ADDRESS .. uuiuecueoceionnonnoocvacocaveoconcnasessscsssosnacss CODE Loucoouonn

I1GNED DATE
Sj C O @ E GG e E A 86 GG 8400006036086 68SERa0 0068600 6060808006000 oo ¢ ee 0000 aada0

= a s e s = & = 5 s e S ' A e e s 8 s & & @ 8 © 8 o w® & o o
E x - PR e I R R I A A AR AR TR AR AR A AL R R L A A
&8 0000000 Caa s a2 C® 0 uw e a B e 9 BAE 880000 G006 E0 640064000096 E00S 6808 000L 00000 E S 8e oD




