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LOGGING RAINFOREST TREES IS STATE - SPONSORED VANDALISM.*

DO THE RIGHT THING: STOP IT NOW!

*4 VANDAL IS A "WILFUL OR IGNORANT DESTROYER OF ANYTHING
BEAUTIFUL, VENERABLE OR WORTHY OF PRESERVATION"(OXFORD DICTIONARY)

RAINFOREST ENQUIRY BY DEMOCRATS.

The Australian Democrats moved in the
Senate on 29th May 1981 for a full
government enquiry into the logging
of rainforests in Australia.

Senator Colin Mason (NSW), Deputy
Leader of the Australian Democrats gave
Notice of Motion as the initiating

step of a major national campaign to
prevent further logging of rainforests.

The Democrats move is supported by the
Australian Conservation Foundation
which has raised over $50,000 to

run a national "Rescue the Rainforest

CamEaign”.

"There ig little doubt that if we
allow logging to proceed for another
ten years, as the sawmillers propose,
thie asget would be destroyed
forever," Senator Mason said.

"At the same time we would not wish
to see unemployment as a result and
we are looking towards solutions to
that, ' Senator Mason said.

Senator Mason's proposal calls for
the Commonwealth to assist the States
to protect the fragile chain of
rainforest remnants along the East
Coast.

It also would create the establishment
by the Commonwealth Government of
an Australian Rainforest Fund.

Senator Mason gave notice that he would

-

day of the Budget Session in
August. The Colong Committee
is writing to all Federal
Parliamentarians urging them to
support the motion.

THE POLITICS OF CONSERVATION.

Below we reproduce the substance
of an address given by Committee
member Milo Dunphy to the City
Branch of the Liberal Party. The
Colong Committee, under Milo's

" leadership during its early days,

was among the first Australian
conservation bodies to appreciate
that the preservation of natural
areas is an aspect of government
land use planning and therefore
derendson political action. We
have tried to persuade parliament-
arians of all parties to support
our goals. This is the proper
way for a public interest group
to operate in a democratic
society, and it is to the credit
of our parliamentarians that,
despite the opposition of powerful
public authorities and wealthy
development organisations, our
voice has been heard, and, when
we have built up a wide measure
of support, our aims have often
been achieved.

Milo's address covers the whole
spectrum of conservation, of which
our wilderness campaigns are an
essential part. Since our successes
to date have been achieved not only
as a result of our own efforts,
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1t 1s obvious that the conservation
movement cannot deploy public relations
expenditures like_the major industries.
We cannot s+ :64$174 million like the
mining companies did on a massive

program to upgrade their acceptance
Toar #lam amnadald - Wa Ada wmeat+ hawa Q200 ANN

JUOLY 1981.

in Australlia:

One is the failure of the conservation
movement to date to organise itself
for elections.
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The Sierra Club occupies a leading
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destruction.
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continue to mount.

What has this expenditure achieved?
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demand, particularly for housing were

raenAncihla far fuvihar imvaads Mhne  acwma

last stands of rainforest and the lugglng

AL wmmrm e adiem ad daa L, MOV TR J

""'sustained yield" forestry is evident 1in

m e m e m— e mr e e e

Nariwe Faracte .'1[!7:.\"-. vhiah T amadn -

acknowledged. Since this is exactly the
result which would have been achieved
without the Commission, one is tempted

to conclude the Comm15510n 1s now simply a
drain on the public nurse. Or. wavree <+ili
wrtaen gy M AWV LWLNE Luadiilly dallu uLner
services at public expense it is sub-
sidising the destruction of much of the
forest estate.

There is a simple way out of this dilemma
and that is to charge royalties that covex
the cost of services provided

of course raise timber prices. This
would have the effect of reducing demand,

private enterprise. The
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The answer 1s deflnltely mo".

It 1s essential that our forests
be managed to yield in perpetuity.
It 15 also essential, to provide

be extended. It 1s probable that
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over 50% of our land - which
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ures. Much ot this work would

short run, and here the Commission
the best remedial treatment is
re-afforestation.

unctucusly recited by Forestry
Commissioners, to put '"provision

of 1ts use' before conseruatlon
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ALEX COLLEY .
QUEENSLAND TOUR.

Two members of the Colong Committee.

sam s arwasrpess T T T
i Jo»
L - T Ty R R—— N

company of three other conser-
vationists.

Queensland is a big place - twice
tha ci9a Af N QW — with lace
LN&n nalT Tne population, most

of which is on the coast, as

in the other States. The party
travelled up through Central
Queensland, which is very
pleasant touring country in

the warm winter sunshine. Much
of 1t 1s open savannah land
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covered in the long tawny grass
typical of the State, and offering

studies of the Queensland conser-

At -
were'gleaned. Perhaps the most

"gpen spaces' one 1s seldom beyond
the sound of machinery.

At Yungaburra on the Atherton
Tableland the party camped on the
property of Joan Wright, ex A.C.F.
Councillor, and her husband. 1t was
found that the local Council was
about to cut down the magnificent
Bunya pines which grew along the
middle of the main street, because
of the enormous cones they dropped.
These are like outsized pineapples
and probably weigh some 10 lbs
There were other ways of overcoming
this danger to the citizens, and
before the party left Milo had org-
anised the scattered resistance of

into renewed opposition

At Cairns the party camped in the
backyard of Peter Harris, another
A C F. Councillor Here too 1t was

number of well informed and keen
ranearvarinaniate 1m the Aietriet
LNney WOIK as inaividuals, ratwner
than as a team. As a result of
Milo's activities, which inciuded

a lecture at the University College

on the resources boom, the organisation

of a Cairns Environment Centre was

wal 1l Aanm tha s hadaca shaoa Tads

tourist attracrions. The tourist
industry, with 1ts contribution to
the largely ancillary industry of
automobile servicing and sales,
probably runs sugar a close second
as a money earner and 1s growing
fast [t therefore behoves citizens
of that city to preserve what the
tourists want to see - mainly the
natural environment. They have
already spoiled one of their

prime attractions - the Barron
Falls - by damming the river above

the falls, while effluent from cane growing

has killed much coral. Much of
their superbly scenic rainforest
areas are being logged.

and near the Windsor Tableland,
which 1s the site of the largest

Australian rainforest remnant.
A two lane dirt highway has
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land and the sound of logging
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Millions of tons of highly

bulldozed from the hillsides to
make this road, and, with a
rainfall probably in the 100
inch range, annual maintenance
to replace the so1l washed

down into the streams may well
run into some hundreds of
thousands of dollars. There
was little doubt that the cost
of constructing and maintaining
this road far exceeds royalty
revenue, which means that the
destructicn of the forest 1is
being highly subsidised West
of the rainforest, bulldozers
are busy gouging out stream
beds for tin. The area further
west, 1n which 18 situated

scenic walking country, 1deal
for a national park

The party also spent some days
north of the Daintree River

South of the Cape developers
nnnnnnn Taddtame dha maccimwat1 Laaoo .o
ot the raintorest lowlands, with
their background of dramatic
coastal mountains The road to
the Cape has, of course, been
greatly improved, against
conservation protests. North

P N

that pressure to extend the

road into the last of the coastal
wilderness will be exerted. It
15 now a real tropical paradise,
complete with rainforest, coral,
and clear mountaln streams

On the way back the enormous

open cut mines at Blair Athol,
Peak Downs, and Norwich Park were
inspected. The coal measures
extend for hundreds of kilometres.
The method of mining is to start
on the shallower measures and
follow them down until overburden
ratio reaches some 8:1, by which
time depth may be up to 100 feet.
The enormous $30 millieon drag

overburden at a time, move forward
transferring the over burden from the
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cut to the growing ranges of rubble E. Reeve.
hills behind. Eventually the cuts L. Saxton.
will be filled, leaving a long F. Sefton.
range of these hills of loose fill, P. Sellenmeyer.
Restoration of vegetation may be M. Simpson. (2 donations)
effective, but erosion and J. Sinens.
drainage problems will be acute J. Stephenson.
before this is accomplished. S. Stevens.
J. Stevenson.
The general impression is that in E. Stewart.
Queensland conservation comes at R. Tafe.
the bottom of the scale of land R. Taplin.
use priorities, as it used to, and B. Temple Watts.
st1ll does, over much of N.S.W. J. Wallace.
M. Wallace.
PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE BY THE E. Walpole.
COLONG COMMITTEE. K. Waxrd.
(Price includes postage) J. Warwick.
G. Watson.
The Save Colong Bulletin, B. Wekes.
Per Annum . . . . . . . . . . $5.00 M. White.
Kakadu Coloured Poster . . . . $1.50 8, Willlams.
I. Williamson.
Border Ranges Poster R. Younger.
(Black & White) ., . . . . . . $1.50 Mr. and Mrs. Austin.
Wilderness in Australia - g;' Z:g EiZ‘ E:z::;;nn
Helman et al . . . . . . . . .$§7.00 Mr. and Mrs. Scott.
Coloured Rainforest Posters: The Manly Warringah Flora and Fauna
Single poster . . . . . . . . $2.50 Protection Society.
5-49 posters (each) . . . . . $1.50 Wild Life Preservation Society -
50 or more, (each) . . . . . $1.10 Gold Coast.

Wilderness in Danger -
Michael Bell § Associates . . $5.00

Habitat - Border Ranges Issue. $1.00

Rainforests - National Parks
§ Wildlife Service . . . . . $4.50

We gratefully acknowledge the receipt
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January 1st and June 30th 1981.

Katoomba and District Wildlife
Conservation Society.
Natural Areas Ltd.

In addition the following have
notified us of donations to the
A.C.F. duiing the same period.
These donations have enabled the

FrimAatinan +n malka arante +n +ha

Lolong LomnittTee.

R. Atkins. A. Harrisonm. G. Andreason.
V. Attenbrow. R. Henry. M. Beard.

W. Bennett. D. Kelly. R. Chalmers.
A. Bowe. P. Hamilton. P. Cook.

C. Bower. E. Hanvin. (2 donations) A. Correy.

C. Boyd. P. Haydon. E. Cunningham.
J. Bradley. D. Hillsdon. T. Gibbs.

R. Braithwaite. J. Holly. (2 donations) M. Holmes.

M. Cawte. A. Hunt. L. Hutchinson.
H. Cameron. A. Keen. D. Johnson.
P. Conaghan. J. Kirkby. E. Kaub.

R. & 5. Costin. J. Lawler. P. Kershaw.
E. Cunningham. P. Locksley.(2 donations)F+ McMahon.
A. Davies. M. Lovell. P. Millard.
F. Dunford. F. Lupton. A. Rowe.

M. Eden. R. McMahon. J. Sanders.
C. Ferguson. R. Newman. J. Seed.

M. Flattely. G. Nicholson. E. Ward.

C. Gibson. C. Pannell. H. Wright.

H. Gold. C. Payoe.

C. Floyd. G. Pow.

R. Harmer. L. Philpott.
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