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Barbara Ward, noted economist, head of International
Inztitute for Environment and Development, quoted in

Maclean's Magazine.
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The Colong Committee's views on fore-
stry policy have been substantiated in
a speech by Dr. Wal Gentle, N.S.W.
Commissioner of Forests, made to senior
officers of his department on Jure 6th
Dr. Gentle admitted that:

Management plans, which are''very
very important public documents'
and the backing for envircrmental
impact assessment, receive scant
attencion and are not followed.

Forest=z are "without a doubt being
overcut'" to the extenr scmetimes
of 100%-

Cutting should be "pulied back
towards the s=ustained yield princ-
iple, which is rezlly the comer-
stone of all forestry

Commercial accounts should be kept
(though as in-house documents).
Revenue must be made to count. "There
isn't just one big back pocket there
that will empty out on demand around
March each year.'

Clearirg of native forest must cease.
"For environmental reascns the clear-
ing of native forests is just about
out". It will therefore be necessary
to use " and which 1s substantially
‘cleared
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reported seeing four trees lying
in the water inside a preserva-
tion strip)

The assistant dirsctor corf the Total
Envizsonment Centre, Mr. Jeff Angel,
commented "The speech by Commissioner
Gentle shows our forest estate 1is
being drastically over-cut; that
management plans have been a low
priority; that royaities are tco low;
and soil erosion contrcls ignored.

"The biggest Loss to the people of
N.5.W. and Australia has been the
damage to our native forests, wild-
life and rivers." The Government
should reform the Forestry Commiss-
ion. It is a political embarrass-
ment.

The future of our native hardwood
forests and rainforests is at stake"

Dr. Gentle described his speech as
"An in-house pep talk'". If the above
facts are the truth, as the Colong
Committee knows they are and the
Commissicner admits, why were they
not given to the public? The
Forestry Commission 1s a public
autherity, spending the taxpayer's
money and coperating on public land.
The responsibility for keeping the
facts from the public rests squarely,
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Threats to parks include coal min-
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Government could well increase
assistance to the voluntary cons-
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4th August, 1981.

the world, unanimously endorsed rainforest
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rainforests on a world basis (by Prof.

Raven) and the rea=zons for the cons-
ervation of Australian frainforests
(by Dr. Len Webb). The motion,
moved by our Vice-Chairman, Haydn
Washington and seconded by Peter
Copley, was as follows

"CONSIDERING the benefit
of rainforest ag z valu

s to Man
ab:
U
a means of protecti ng wate
catehment and as a living pqrf
cf the world's heritage;

BEARING in mind that rainforest
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year);

extinet because
THE 13th INTERNATIONAL BOTANICAL
CONGRESS urgee the Govermments
of the World tc make rainmforest
congervaticn a national priority;

cf rainforest

TO THIS END the 13th International

Botanical Congress wrges the Gov-
ey e
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The motion went to the Plenary Sess-
ion of the Congress on August 28th
Here the "forest ecologist" of the
A.C.S, Bill Hurditch succeeded .in
watering down the motion by substit-
uting the words "clearing and un-
contrclled logging'" for the word
"logging." The secticn on protect-
1on of Australian rainforests was
aleo watered down, but the fact
remains that the Rzinforest Session,
consisting of rainforest experts,
Passed the motion unanimously.

ORV's TO BE UNLEASHED IN U.S.

been working behind closed doors to
open vast areas of federal lands to
off-road vehicles. Copies of a draft
executive order, which may be signed
by Presi ident Reagan at any time,

Secretary Huey D. Johnson and leaders
of six environmental organisations

executive orders by Presidents Nixon
and Carter, which restrict the use of
environmentally sensitve federa! Tands
from off-road vehicle use.

Sierra Club, National News Report
21st Jul,, 1981

#dH R R e

From "WiLDErNESS WEws” Jury, 1981,

R T T TR TN TR T RN TR N TI RT RTHT o]}

COLONG COMMITTEE MOTIONS FOR N.C.C.

CONFERENCE .

At the Annual Conference of the Nature
Conservation Council, to be held on
October 31st. The Colong Committee will

move the following three motions:The first is

This Conference affirms that

(a) Fuel reduction for the purpose
of bush fire risk should be confined to
developed areas and should be achieved
by mechanical means rather than burning
off

(b) A new residential zoning cate-
gory entitled "Bush fire hazard area"
should be adopted in all local Govern-
ment planning schemes. Within such
zoning, only buildings constructed of

ed.

Supporting notes follow the lines of the

article "Hazard Production Burning"

in Bulletin No. 63. This article

to the Federation of Bushwalking Clubs.
The letter states that without doubt

A=A
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Dear Sir,
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