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It is a sorry reflection of the dominant values of
our age that a person who has committed himself to
saving and protecting our habitat should be
regarded as a dangerous radical, a prejudiced
‘greeney’, a ‘ratbag’, a person whose sole purpose is
to stand in the way of progress.

What has gone wrong?  What values have we
thrown aside as we run with our bankers, our
industrialists, our mining barons, our developers -
all participating in the systematic exploitation of
precious environmental resources and preoccupicd
with the stock market results, the jobs, and the
dollars.

The fact is that we have all grown up with
blinkers. These blinkers are based on the
prevailing post-war mode of thought which put
material progress and prosperity, and the concept
of economic growth as a public good, at the top of
our list of national priorities. These blinkers have
prevented us from looking at the other side of the
coin. And this is the side that Milo has focused on.

Milo Dunphy has been prodigious in his efforts at
forcing us, as a community, Lo look at the
consequences of pursuing an ethic based on
development and exploitation of natural resources,
as if it were the only responsible ethic.

He has helped, like few others, to present the
alternative ethic - the conservation ethic — not only
as a responsible alternative but as an imperative if
we wish to survive on this planet.

Mile Kanangra Dunphy A.M.
Sidney Luker Memorial Medallist

He has helped us to face the beguiling and
persuasive notion of ‘balanced development’ with
fresh eves; to recognise that the concept of
‘balanc: is full of risks and deceptions when it
comes 0 deciding exactly what goes into a
‘balanced development’.

For Milo, it is not a matter of ‘having two bob
each way’ or a design which saves half the trees
whilst turning the others over to the bulldozer.
The application of simplistic arithmetical notions of
balance is a recipe for trouble. Milo has shown us
time and time again that with ccological issues and
environmental problems the inter-relationships
between the tangible and intangible aspects are so
complex that our traditional decision-making
apparatus just will not work. If the public interest
is to receive proper weight, we need a better, more
sensitive array of bureaucratic devices than we
have inherited from a development oriented past.

If we as planners have a fundamental concern for
the public interest, then there can be no doubt that
Milo Dunphy is one of us. Milo may not call
himself a planner. And there may be many main-
stream planners who would see this award tonight
as being somewhat outside the terms of the Luker
Bequest. However, [ think the evidence is
overwhelmingly in favour of the opposite view.
Milo Dunphy pursues objectives which are
hopefully understood by all of us and supported by
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