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by Keith Muir

Alex Colley reviewed Dr Tim Flannery’s
book — The Future Eaters in Bulletin 149.
of lhe human rat,c will depend on adap-
tation, as with every other species. Most
bu:n upon human :mpact on native fauna.

Toward the end of the book, Dr Flan-
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very quickly to the changing environ-

cycle operates at speed too slow to bring
about the desired changes within the time

Humans, however, have evolved so-
cially to change the environment to suit.
But when the biological limits are
reached, food resources and human
populations diminish. Human history
and prehistory demonstrates that socie-
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of commonly held low yle]dmg natural

‘sumption of mcas in New Zealand by
Maoris, or blue fin tuna or blue swimmer
crabs by latter day Australians.

Dr Flannery solution to loss of natural
resources in to retain maximum flexibil-

available resources. Setting aside na-
tional parks that limit exploitation of re-

He even suggesl; rainforests should be
logged sustainably.

approach — economnics.

Rainforests have never been logged
S
tainable harveat rotation cycle would be
300 years or more. Economic forces re-
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with sustained yield practices. Similarly,
continued whaling was found to be im-
possible because competing whaling in-
terests found it more economic to keep

future benefit. The only workable solu-
tion found to protect these relatively slow

;.Ising them.
National Parks have sadly been de-

use la:s&- and unprodun,uve parts of‘Ausua-

Y

use leads to environmental degradation.

abuse due to economic realities.

striction on how natural resources are
used. National parks could be logged but

paper. Such low value resources must be
harvested intensely, leading to environ-
mental degradation. There are few
sawlogs in national parks which make
them unsuited for selective logging.
Those few areas set aside with some saw
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are thc only pro!eucd arcas wlth good

Economically viable logging of them
will remove these habitats and their
fauna.

The burning issue
Dr Flannery recognises the impact of fire
reguiar burnmg as one means to prevent
disastrous fires and to replace the loss of
e et e e
reduced ﬂammdble vegetatlon to safer
levels. As an alternative, Dr Flannery
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managed to encourage vegetation of the
less fire-prone Australia of pre-Aborigi-

Whllsl there may be a good argumem
to preventing loss of very extensive wild-
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pam of Australia, the same is not the case
for the well watered areas.

Dr John Benson senior plant ecologist
with the Botanic Gardens is definite that

may have been regularly burnt by Abo-
rigines but most forests and woodlands of

to frequent (less than ten year) burns. In
fact there would not have been the fuel or

larly“ Most woody plants around Syd-
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species rcqulre intense fires to break dor-

Moal . T el M a oF

forest is 300 yedrs for bruah box 300-400

years.
Fire use around Sydney and the II-

food resources of rock platforms, estuar-
ies and terrestrial habitats, was much
greater because these areas were more
closely settled, hence the resultant vege-
tation was more sparse than the forested
hinterland.

refutes Dr Flanery’s claims — the Mac-
Albans for large ships to carry produce to
Sydney. Now the very shallow river now
flows over a sheet of sand. Frequent
burning and subsequent soil erosion of its
wilderness catchment is the main change

. . L LAnA

The examples do not mean that the
Colong Foundation is opposed to reduc-

settlement, but rather that many people
have erroneously generalised the fire

Some parts of Australia with fewer
w1ld11fc resources had lower Abor:gmal

W continued on next page...
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