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enough national parks, Milo Dunphy
(.h;vcrnmcm. -
In view of the latest motorcade dem-

the Blue Mountains on November 20th
and their blazing of an illegal trail into

recall the findings of the 1979 State Pol-
Iution Control Commission Inquiry into

cles.
On Sunday 23rd Oct. hundreds of

- cade to protest against the NPWS closure
of a track illegally created by four-wheel
wlmh is tha. Stato: s Iargeul and mmt pris-
tine wilderness.

Inquiry by the Colong Commitlee, the
National Parks Association and other

by ai! Lhe aulhormcs rcprcscmed T'm.

Drned snaea all annacad ta the nes nf
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‘Crown l,ands Office, ‘ndld that it wa\ the

which the Inquiry report confirmed.
On the subject of wilderness impair-

ment the Inquiry found that:

qﬁéh‘ﬂ'es. The desire to explore and trail-

fauna. cumng deep :mpressmns as veh:-

widened, hillsides are rut scarred, ero-

C e e -

ropesrar and rum vegetauon, archeo~

sibility of fires is increased from vehicles
and the activities of users of vehicles.

tion of a broad strategy whereby on the
one hand suitable areas are set aside and

while on the other scnsilive areas are
designated in which all, or certain classes

ited.” Legislation to create 'no access’
areas would serve Lo protect areas of na-

The NPWS policy of excluding vehicles
from wilderness areas, a policy formu-

Committee and other nature conservation
bodies, effects the recommendation of

In a}ne&ia release dated Oct. 20, on the
Wollemi trail blazing, the NPWS states:

ice has been forced to take dramatic ac-

it b 2l e HTmmal and Aamsarane teail

vmualy undisturbed bushland. NPWS

e TWlcd it ma A VNmaantlana) Alan

aﬂer a prwate landholdcr closed the pre-
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responuble 4WD ers by blazing an ille-
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that 1[ would take up m ) 8 hou.rs to winch
the risk to life and property is obvious.
The illegal trail also interferes with an

closure is supported by local fire comrol
ofﬁcus as a means c—f reducmg a_rson

soil have been pushed over the illegal
track to stop its use and allow the area to

is devastating and, in order to close the
track and give it a chance to revegetate,
bushland,” he said. Mr Howard also con-

demned plans by one small group to at-

week-end..’A few people, for nothing
more than personal interest, are prepared

agement and put personal property at risk
by creating new trails wherever they

l

| do less damage to vegelation which can tolerate only ignt rramic.” |
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In aletter to Milo Dunphy, Vice Chaur-
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Water, assures him that there is “no dis-
pute between us as to the paramount im-
portance of maintaining the Blue Moun-
tains area in its natural state, both as a
place of great scenic beauty and as &
preserve of nature and wilderness as free

should there be any dispute between us
regarding the arca’s value as a drinking
water: catchment. Iniernational experts
continue to express envy ol our undevel-
oped water catchments and their bounty
of relatively clean water compared 1o the
contaminated harvest from drinking
water calchments elsewhere.”

Support from the environment move-
ment. he writes, encouraged Sydney
Water to reformulate its catchment man-
the environment movement and the bush-
walking fraternity 10 the new regulation,
which allows some greater freedoms o
bushwalkers and other catchment users,
particularly in regard to access and camip-
ing in schedule 2 areas "was a surprisc.’

On the subject of camp fires Mr. Broad
wrote that ‘Sydney Water has been ad-
vised that practitioners of minimal 1m-
pact bushwalking prefer the use of fuel
stoves to open fires us a lechnique for
minimising their im_'pact on the natural
environment, Certainly in areas hke

Royal National Park where the number of

visitations are high and firewood is at a

probibit open fires t¢ prevent the supply
of deadwood being exhausied und the
destruction of flora by visitors secking
firewood which would follow automi-
ically....It may be that as u result of the
wilderness identification process, the Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife Service will
decide that more lenient arrangements
for approving open fires are appropriaie,
but in the mean time, it is not our inten-
tion o relax the regulations and give ap-

proval for open fires.”

ney Water has no intention of implement-
ing a more intensive policing and
prosecution regime to deal with breaches
of regulations. 1t is our intention to build
on the good rclationships already devel-
oped with bushwalkers and the environ-

management of the water catchments and
facilitute access for responsible bush-
walkers 1o the natural areas which we
manage.’

In reply Pat Thompson, our Chairman.
wrote on behall of the Colong Founda-
Liomn:

‘Firstly. | want to thank you for the
friendly and reasonable tone of your let-
wer.

[t was in such an atmosphere that our

arrangement with the Water Board under

which bushwalkers have used much of

the Warragamba Catchment for many
years.

We were grateful subsequently for the
Board's ussistance with VIP inspection
partics in the days of the proposal to mine
limestone in the Colong Caves Reserve
adjuacent to the Kowmung,

We were disuppointed recently that the
former Board could not agree to the pro-
posed consultancy on the catchment
when a number ol other consultancies
were agreed with peak groups.

But Sydney Water's proposal to raise

which the Colong Foundation could ever
aceept. Nor are we happy about regula-
tions severely restricting bushwalker use
of about 300,000 ha of national park m-
cluded in the catchment. If there was
prior consultation about the new regula-
tions we were not part of it

11 there are substantial studies showing
that dispersed bushwalker use ol the
Kowmung River Valley is significantly
reducing the water quality of the Kow-

mung then we expect Sydney Water to

RN T

experience which is that the Kowmung is

the only relatively clean input into the

impoundment, other major rivers such as

the Nattai, Wollondilly and Cox being

filthy [rom town sewage and town runoff.
To maintain the quality of the Kow-

valion movements have been obliged to

defeat:

o the world’s largest cement company,

+ the NSW Forestry Commission;

# the NSW Electricity Commission;

e and recently, Sydney Water itself.

These campaigns have involved hun-
dreds of thousands of hours by citizen
volunteers. It is not only illogical, but
ungrateful of Sydney Water to maintain

bers of the societies who have cam-
paigned Lo protect the area since about
1930.

As o the prohibition of minor cooking
fires, 1 enclosc a copy of the Australian
Conservation Foundation’s Wilderness
Visitors Code of Bebaviour (1982). As
you will see the Foundation supports re-
spunsible use of campfires in wilderness,
stating that gas and liquid fuel stoves
should be used (instead) during fire dan-
ger periods und where dead wood is un-
available.

Blockups of driftwood, 6 or 10 feet
thick. are common along the banks of the

fires when Sydney Water burns thou-
sands of hectares each year is absurd.

The suggestion that gas or liquid fuel
stoves be used adds unnecessary weight
0 u bushwalker’s pack in this rugged
timbered country. It may result in con-
tainers being discarded by the few care-
less users of the area, as occurs in some
other parks.

# continued on next page...
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