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- port the addition of the
nominated wilderness areas
enclosed with your letter.

Off road vehicle access for

parks

National parks will experience differ-
ent impacts depending on climate,
soil rype, rainfall and frequency of
usage. Some areas will experience

BLIGIE LA MARIN, ARNIAR LMALLLELAS RAsa Lo s

erosion, depending on soil type.The
potential for erosion and weed infes-
tation should be considered in light
of these factors. :

consider advice from both National
Parks and Wildlife,the NSW Scientific
groups etorc df.udmg on an) issue
involving access on horseback. Man-
agement of feral horses in national
parks is another issuc to be consid-
ered,

* Vehicular access
There is scope for limited access to
aimiammn pemeeae ey e m
qualified by realising that pcoplc wuh
disahilities are entitled to experience
passive recreation in wilderness arcas
along with the able bodied. Limited
access upon old and recovering fire
trails or logging tracks would be con-
sidered for people with disabilities
and subject to strict guidelines.
National Parks and Wildlife would
be responsible for determining arcas
suitable for such limited access by
issuing permits to the disabled requir-
ing access. The diverse nature of
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Further discussion with various

coming to a workable and equitable
policy.

Retention of existing national
parks

aries.

Second Airport

The Democrats advocate a second air-
port at Williamstown. 60 per cent of

tion hve north of the Harbour Bridge.

The Sydney airshed

pollurzan Wzllzamstow

for any airport servicing
the greater metropolitan
Sydney region.

The Central Coast and Newcastle
make up the bulk of this population.
Such a proposal would bring a vital

should not be considered due to fog-
ging. Canberra has an airport of mili-
tary and civilian capacity which expe-
riences similar problems. Badgery's
Creek as an option should be dis
missed.

The Sydney airshed cannot cope
with added pollution. Williamstown is
the logical second site for any airport
servicing the greater metropolitan
Sydney region. Arguments from the
military as to the incompatibility of
shared bpdCC with civilian are not

- e
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and civilian aircraft already co-exist.
Military and civilian aircraft share air-
space in Canberra, Darwin and other
regional areas already.

A Vl-l" could have international

AL d e STITY eclelala Aae

hour of picking up their baggage.The
existing F3 freeway corridor and rail
easements should be considered for
such a project.

parks
Generally opposed. There is an
undoubted commitment on the part
of thc Austral:an Democrats to pre-
sion of accommodation in the alpine
country of NSW is opposed.

- = - . - memea walen
place outside national park bound-
aries. In some areas that are being
‘loved to death’ by people, considera-
tion would be given to the construc-
tion of duckboards if determined
necessary. Construction of private
resorts or cabins within national
parks w1ll not be supported Therf.:
dcvclopment or human modification
of the environment is judged to be
essential.

Hypothetically, is it better to
remove five trees near a water source

. to allow helicopter fighting equip-

ment bushfire to extinguish a fire
threatening to wipe our the Wollemi
Pines? Or do we let nature take its
course and the Pines take their
chances? In such a case, the Australian

...continued on page 6
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necting to the sewage tunnel. The

sewage plants, however, will not
meet the Protected Waters Class P or
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in the midst of multi-million-dollar
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remove sewage effluent pollution
from headwater streams in the Blue
Mountains.

Upgrading the plant at Blackheath
has the following disadvantages:

pollute the wild Grose River with
treated sewage effluent and thereby

3 4 2

aquatic ecosystems (as with the Win-
plant at Blackheath will meet design

specifications),
v =0 i — 1

~In terms of the problems we see in
Wl . ] r ol -~
there is a very simple solution — keep
the park for conservation and let
commercial demands for accommo-
dation and other facilities drive
development outside its boundaries.
Both the Canadian and American
governments are now spending

¥ i
mercial operators out of parks in an

destruction caused by poor decision
making in the past

Victorian NPA Newslefier,

December 1998
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been limited by the provision of

unserviced urban areas and the

heath will cost more in energy to
dent that the energy costs of sewage
transfer uphill is more than to pass it
downhill);and
@ Sewage cffluent is no substitute for
natural stream flows that in sandstone
ter.

The Blackheath plant’s total nitro-
will not meet the appropriate

example, the discharge from the cur-
rent Blackheath plant has increased
total nhosohorous in Hat Hill Creek

decrease to less than 20 per cent of

ANZECC (1992) guideline for total
phosphorous,a reduction of six times
that projected for the proposed plant
is necessary.

The achievement of modelled
water quality outcomes, based on
past experience and the uncertainties
involved with plant performance, is

plant is twice the size of the existing

the effluent flows.

Instecad of the above scheme, the
Colong Foundation has recom-
mended closure of the Blackheath
sewage treatment plant and the diver-
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pipeline be located as close as possi-
to achieve the most gradual grades
and reduce tunnelling.

reduces the number of sewage treat-

environmental damage is greatly
reduced, as the point sources of
sewage pollution would be reduced
by two thirds. It would also save
money by reducing plant facility

sewage plants) and by the use of a
gravity sewer pipeline.

ulated sewerage to 1.,281 lots in

sion,alleviating the concerns of local
conservation groups regarding a tun-
nel ontion.

—rr - - [=h

scheme environmental report speci-

potential uncontrolled discharges to
the catchment of Class ‘P’ streams”
(emphasis added).This recommenda-
tion is not consistent with the Class P
classification water quality standards

. that prohibit sewage overflows to

receiving waters. .
The receiving waters flow into the

tains National Park has been nomi-
Heritage list of properties. For these
reasons the sewage reticulation sys-
tem should have no overflows.

...continued on page 10
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‘ and park areas effectively now rests
with the Commercial Services sec-
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NORTHERN N.S.W. (Tracks, Aug. 92). R . . T 21 -
L
OAD AMD TWAN CENTELNEY ROMG TRAL AN TRAVELLING

ITOCK RESCAVES
— NATIORMAL FARS BOUNDART -

THE GAZETTAL NOTICE CLEARLY SHOWS
HOW THE BICENTENNIAL NATIONAL TRAIL
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S ine enade and tonrist facilities in parks
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