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In nature conservation, national parks,
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BOOK REVIEW:
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novella, a story length more suited to
most readers’ time compressed
lifestyles. But be warned, you could
miss your bus stop once you enter the

I love this book about the
‘pinosaur’. Each person’s contribu-
tion to the story is presented in a pos-
itive way. This is the reverse of what’s
expected from the run-of-the-mill
journo turned writer going for the
cynical king hit. This book will inspire
teenagers into pursuing a career in
natural sciences and win support for
wilderness protection. The book also
describes how the pines have sur-
vived the ravages of fire and the freez-
ing desertification of climate change
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from which it takes its name.
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resembling an ecosystem that was
once extensive 90 million years ago,
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Harbour bridge 120 metres under
that sea!

James’ empathy with those he
writes about is a by-product of plac-

there with Dave Noble discovering
the first grove of 23 mature wollemi
pine trees and then in later chapters
you are among some of Australia’s
down to earth scientists, catching
those first waves of insight into what
the pine may mean to science. It is
the only survivor of new genus of
ancient pines Wollemia. It is a Gond-
wanic relic, a member of those vast
forests that once covered this lost
super continent. The pines’ pollen is
discovered to be one of the Dil-
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rock strata underneath Bass Straight.
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DNA.
Darwin’s “survival of the fittest”
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Getting close to Wollemi’s subject
matter was dangerous. James was
involved in a near collision between
an observing helicopter and an

ing a wild fire with water in order to
develop strategies that would protect
the Wollemi wilderness and its pines.
Three other near miss situations
involving helicopters are also
described in the book. One where
James jumps out of a hovering heli-
copter onto a sandstone ledge and
the tea towel blind folds he has
tucked up his jumper are blown sky-
wards by the tremendous down draft.
These pieces of fabric spin harmlessly
away but it was also possible that
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putting paid to the Wollemi pine-s -311'1
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elephant fossils in Australia as an
example from geological history of
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