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For 33 years prior to 1997 be still keeping on keeping on.
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Donations

We gratefully acknowledge dona-

Thanks from Bob Carr
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by Tom Widdup -
departing Assistant Director

OVER the last year and a half I have
been the Assistant Director of the
Colong Foundation for Wilderness. This
period seems to have passed at an

of the Foundation and its functions.
But now looking back I can see that the
Colong Foundation has had many
notable achievements in this time.

The bread and butter of my time
with Colong has undoubtedly been the
cfforts spent on public awareness and
attracting volunteers, both for the
Wilderness 2000 campaign. As a result
of these efforts the Colong Foundation
now has three dedicated stalls coordi-
nators and a increased volunteer base.
We are running information stalls every
weekend on which we collect dona-
tions, memberships and signed sub-
missions to the government on wilder-
ness protection. As a result we have
collected many thousands of submis-
sions. I must take this opportunity to
thank Jenny Ellis, Margaret Richardson,
Sarah Moreton, Tom Jackson and Marco
Learmont for their hard work and ded-
ication. I have presented the Wilder-
ness 2000 slide show to over thirty
groups in areas ranging from Canberra

to Orange, Wollongong to Newcastle
and many places in between. These
efforts have played a big part in getting
the Wilderness 2000 campaign up and
running and will no doubt yield a very
positive outcome for wilderness in the
future.

gow was a major threat to vast areas of
precious inland woodlands and their
dependant bird and animal species.
The proposal was put on ice not long
after surfacing, due largely to a vigor-
ous publicity campaign mounted by
the Colong Foundation and the NPA.
My part in this campaign was to design
a very striking and provocative
brochure which was distributed
through the region. This red alert flyer
shocked many people into action.

The distressing moves toward using
forests to generate electricity began to
surface in 1999/2000. Initial proposals
were for cofiring of coal and wood in
existing power stations. The federal
government's 2% renewable legislation
passed recently allowing forest bio-
mass to be burn under the label of
renewable power. In addition the
forestry industry in NSW is arguably at
a point where it must move into log-
ging large volumes of low quality tim-
ber to replace the fading woodchip

Graham Daly, chairperson of Total Environment Centre’s Canopy Native Forest
Committee, helping promote Wilderness 2000 and collecting letters of support.
(Stall materials funded by the Conservation Alliance and Paddy Pallin.)
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markets and disappearing sawlogs if it
is to have a viable economic future. In
combination these factors have lead to
a number of very worrying biomass
proposals in NSW. The Forest Products
Association has proposed to build
three wood-fired power stations in
campaigning on this issue for some
time and will no doubt continue to into
the future.

A highlight of my time with Colong
was traveling to Cairns to lobby at an
international level for the inscription of
the Greater Blue Mountains on the
World Heritage List. The campaign to
achieve this listing spanned many years
and my timing in arriving towards the
end of this couldn’t have been better.
The challenge of convincing the Chi-
nese delegation of the merits of the
Blue Mountains nomination despite the
language and cultural barriers is one I
will not quickly forget.

My involvement with Colong has
been extremely rewarding. Working
with some of the ‘elder statesman’ of
the environmental movement has been
both an honor and an education. I feel
that my contribution has been very
valuable to the organisation. I wish my
successor the best of luck in their work
with the Foundation.

Meeting
Dates
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THE COLONG FOUNDATION
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