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[IOWErs. 1ne view Irom uus nauve
pagoda rock temple is well worth a
look and, like most of Newnes
Plateau, offers views of the Wolgan,
the Gardens of Stone and north
Wollemi.

Nearby, the track to Wolgan River
Falls appears as a scene-of-valiant-
struggle where mechanical 4WD vehi-
cle beast is mercilessly pitted against
an innocent pagoda landscape. In this
battleground heavy, giant rubber
wheel-spinning  monsters  have
reduced the rough old tracks to a
moonscape. Trees have been ring-
barked by winch cables, then pulled

sawed stockpiles alongside the
favourite hill climbs. We boiled all the
water taken from the Wolgan River at
camp because of upstream pollution
from the Springvale mine — multiple
land use is a brave new world.

UIITT coniapse causea by mining ar ine
Baal Bone colliery.

Next day a 12 kilometre road bash
along Sunnyside Ridge leads to
Newnes Pine Forest was easy and
there was time to visit Birds Rock
Flora Reserve. This lookout offers the
best view of the Newnes Plateau.
Hooray that this site did not become
home to the biggest power station in
NSW, as proposed in the late 1970s.
The Bungleboori camp in pine forest,
however, had been recently totally
destroyed by trail bikers. The tap was
knocked off the water tank, the grass

and picnic seating burnt, so the picnic
area is a ruin.

At this point we had planned to
catch up with Wyn Jones, prime
organiser of the Gumnut songline
walk to celebrate World Heritage list-

Winch scar from a 4WD vehicle is ring barking this tree.
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near the Wolgan River.
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approved. Although the nearby
Clarence mine expansion proposal is
now on hold, it is unclear whether
Gooches Crater will be protected.
Further east 14 olympic swimming
pools a day of pollution are still dis-
charged to the Wollangambe River, a
formerly pristine wild river in the
Wollemi wilderness visited by thou-
sands a year. Our party was inspired
to further action to protect these
neglected bits of the Gardens of Stone.
After crossing the blackened Wol-
langambe, it took three hours to reach
Bell Station and flag down the best

to Sydney interurban train. You can't
beat trains for a hassle free trip. The
Far Side Walk was one of the best trips
I have been on in recent years, due to
the excellent company and the incred-
ible variety of sandstone scenery. B
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forests in the light of previous

Dr. Andrew Smith, together with the
in press manuscript by Adam O’Neil
which demonstrate that dingos are
essential for the survival of a sub-
stantial number of Australian fauna.

Coal mining in Special Area
catchments

That the NCC call on the govern-
ment to adopt the following pre-
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cave sites;

independent control to impose pro-
hibition or protection zones
through decisions by both the SCA
Board and EPA Board so as to
ensure the adequate protection for
natural resources (these powers
could be established through either
an environmental planning instru-
ment and/or amending legislation);

O Monthly. public internet report-

Unlike other areas in the Southern For-
not been assessed.

ropolitan Catchment and environs
west of Wollongong.

Protection of Wilderness

That the NCC calls on the Minis-
ter for the Environment to require
the NPWS to expedite the Pilliga,
Yengo and Murruin Wilderness
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