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CLOBAL WARMING

the Us., the world's second worst  and livestock, and an increase in fire  sions will augment the incidence of
polluter. frequency. respiratory diseases, such as asthma
An expensive feature, causing the  and lung cancer: and tropical dis-
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ment Australia lists the capacity and
cumulative emissions of electricity
programs under construction and
their cumulative emissions. Coal
fired plants with a capacity of 5250
megawatts would emit 438 million
tonnes of carbon dioxide. Natural
gas plants with a capacity of 0455
megawatts would emit only 205
million tonnes. Natural gas is plen-
tiful. Papua New Guinea gas could
supply much of eastern Australia
and Timor Sea gas could serve the
rest. The Federal Government
could probably ensure that Papuan
gas is piped to Australia and Timor
Sea gas piped to Darwin, instead of
being shipped to Japan and the
U.S., as is the present intention of
Shell and Woodside.

Other measures for countering
emissions are the retention of forest
cover and the establishment of plan-
tations on cleared land. The Colong
Foundation’s objective of wilderness
preservation, and its opposition (o
the burning of forests for electricity
generation or charcoal production,
are a valuable contribution to the
provision of carbon sinks.

The only means of substantially
reducing petrol and diesel fuel con-
sumption and coal fired electricity
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neered these ideas.” W
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A trip to the Coolangubra, in 1989,
changed the course of my life. I shall
never forget my first glimpses of that
wild area. nor the horror of witness-
ing the result of the first push into its
centre — the Wog Way Road. The
sheer magnitude of events dragged
me towards a decision 1o leave
teaching and work on the South East
Forests campaign full time. After
months of activism both in the
forests and in Sydney, T began work-
ing for the South East Forest Alliance
(SEFA) out of Total Environment
Centre (TEC). Under the guidance of
my mentor, Jeff Angel, these heady
years were some of the most amaz-
ing (and productive) of my working
life. A marine science background
was submerged as I read and read
and read about forests. And politics.

In the Coolangubra I discovered
wilderness. Identified under the
Wilderness Act, but not declared, it
was a focus for the intense opposi-
tion to the woodchipping of Eden.
Every road, every logging compart-
ment, undermined its wilderness sta-
tus. Despite this abuse, most of the
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Coolangubra is now national park,
the result of almost two decades of
campaigning.

At TEC, 1 had an opportunity to
see the dedication of the Colong
Foundation, and 1 feel truly privi-
leged working for this organisation.
The people that pass through this
office are extremely special human
beings. I love meeting these people;
hearing their views and aspirations.
When I worked at TEC, people like
Alex Colley and Herbert Beauchamp
(of TEC's Toxic Chemicals Commit-
tee) left an indelible mark on my life.
There is something very grounding
about being in an office with such
people.

I often talked about Alex and Her-
bert when 1 returned to teaching.
Application of knowledge. dedica-
tion, and age were my themes.
Teaching brings you huge strength of
resolve when vou hear the workings
of teenage brains their needs;
their goals; their fears. We have no
right to pass on a sorry state planet
to any of these wonderful young
people. B

Fiona McCrossin at Cradle Mountain in
Tasmania with her son Robin.
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water has fallen by 16 per cent.”
The positive results of these water
savings are that the billion dollar Wel-
come Reef Dam proposal has been
permanently shelved and a new
6,000 hectare Welcome Reef Nature
Reserve announced over the dam
site, 10 kilometres north of Braid-
wood in the Southern Highlands.
The proposed nature reserve will
protect the ancient forests and grassy
parts of the Durran Durrra Range
from clearing and weed invasion. The
ice-age relic, Euclayptis recuiva, one
of the rarest of all Eucalypts, is found
in the vicinity. Its closest relative is
found in Tasmania. A large popula-
tion of Cabbage Gum (Eucalyptus
ampliflia) of
will be reserved, and the area around

botanical significance
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Sydney’s water demand has increased since 1996.

Sunset Mountain, known for its abun-
dance of Koalas, as well as the threat-
ened Long-nosed Potoroos and Pow-
erful Owls, will be protected.

The koalas are particularly impor-
tant, as the Minister has set a prece-
dent by announcing that local farm-
management of the nature reserve
before its formal reservation. Koalas
mayv vouch safe the protective man-
agement of the area, a task that may
prove difficult, as locals would also
like to see the area returned to pri-
mary production.

The more far reaching eftect of the
Welcome Reef decision is that it
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wildlarnass areas 1inetream

Note demand targets for 2005 and 2011.

saves the wilderness within the mag-
nificent Shoalhaven River gorge from
becoming a ditch starved of water,
and the near pristine Mongarlowe
River east of Braidwood from being
inundated.

Svdney's per capita water
sumption must be further curbed, or
dams, like the now rejected Welcome
Reef, will be constructed to meet
increasing water demand, flooding
thousands of valuable
land, be it either wilderness or prime
pasture. Svdney Water Corporation,
has a commercial
maore water

Con-

of hectares

incentive to sell
:ll“lfi WAler Conservarinn
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On March 21 this year, Eastern Star

Gas Limited announced its acquisi-

tion of 35 kilometres of seismic sur-

vey over the Bohena Gas
prospect, within  the
extremities of the Pilliga on both
sides of the Newell Highway. This is
the first time Eastern Star Gas has
worked in the area and its gas dis-

lines
northern
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covery lies in the sandstone strata
that lie above the coal measures the
lie deep below the Pilliga area. Over
the last three years, however, other
overseas have drilled
wells looking for coal seam gas.
A key political implication of the
new find by Eastern Star Gas is that
the Department of Mineral Resources
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will insist on mining before conser-
vation. Mining interests will also
want resource security for the gas
exploration. The gas issue must be
- | H - .
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achieved.

that the Pilliga coal gas
resource is not clean energy as it is
associated with saline groundwater.
This saline groundwater must be
pumped out to access the associated
gas resource within the coal seam.
The groundwater effluent pumped
from the gas field has toxic salt con-
centrations, with reported conductiv-
ities of 14000 uS/cm in the ground-
water.

sedam

- - e - - a - -

continued from page 8

was initiated very modestly some
years ago, but much more can be
done 10 encourage gradual change in
walter use habits through user pays. A
cursory look at vour last water rate
bill will reveal that most of the
charges are still for services, not water
usage. To achieve demand reduction
targets, water pricing reform should
be implemented that replaces service
charges with water use charges.
Water reuse also presents a major
opportunity to save water, particu-
larly for large users such as industry
and agriculture. Steel cooling does
not need drinking water and treated
effluent is an ideal water resource for
horticulture and golf courses. Oblig-
ing industry to reduce its toxic efflu-
ent discharges to the sewer must also
reduce water consumption and fur-

Colong Bulletin 192, May 2002

leakage control program (repairing
and maintaining the pipes) should
also be accelerated, as this program
represents a third of all water savings
achieved up 10 1997,

More inducements for saving water
associated with residential develop-
ment, major renovation of existing
dwellings, and through urban consol-
idation should be developed. Urban
sprawl, gentrification and consolida-
tion should not translate into per
capila increases in waler use.,

Each Sydney resident now uses
405 litres a day, instead of 500 litres
in 1991, which still puts us among
the planet’s biggest water wasters.
The good news about being so
wasteful is that water savings are
easier and less economically
painful. Conservationists are now
pushing to ensure the Government
establishes a water supply contract

enforcement of a 35 % reduction in
per capita water use (o 329 litres a
day by 2011.

The primary benefit of living
together in a heap is that we save
through sharing utilities, such as water
and sewage. There is a limit 1o these
savings, but looking at the water rate
charges, we seem to be nowhere near
them. These limits will bite, as pre-
dicted with remorseless accuracy by
Malthusian Laws, when Sydneyv’s pop-
ulation shoots beyond 5 million.

There is every reason 1o reduce
Sydney’s ecological footprint. The
saving of a wilderness, and the cre-
ation of this important nature reserve
200 kilometres away in the Southern
Highlands, are tangible benetfits
gained from taking another step
down the path we must go if Sydney
is to live up to its status as one of the
world's best cities to live in. Il
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