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FROM July 1, the NPWS

re ” T T

Mountains National Park. In
total, 40,000 hectares will be

transferred to the NPWS.
The additions comprise
AN NN hactaras ~ f marer muavl-

trancsfer the NPWS will con-

CoATTW AT

amonar TSk averse
approach to development.
Relieved of the inner catch-
ments, Sydney Catchment
Authority will have more
capacity to embrace the
challenge of restoring the
outer catchment areas. In
this way, the two corporate
cultures can better comple-
ment each other and man-
agement duplications for the
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nated.

lhe Lolong rounaaton
for wilderness has awarded
its first award for environ-
mental fortitude to Environ-

for remorselessly pursuing
the transfer of catchment
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land to the NPWS. Few min-
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actually started in 1994,
when the Fahey Govern-
ment agreed with conserva-

tionists to allow the transfer
tha NDIAIC

A matchmanie

then Tahor Onnosition nro-

Syaney wvater Lorporauon
(as it was then called)
would pay the NPWS for
catchment management
services. This minor policy
should have been achieved
in three months, but due to

determined  bureaucratic
obstruction it took seven
years.

In 1998, after preliminary
scuffles over the lands in
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that a specific legislative
provision to facilitate the

1 Ne LOrporanon arguea tnat
the transfer was to be at no
cost to the Corporation, and
financial recompense for its

sary. The  Corporation
thought it needed compen-
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sation for lands it would no
longer manage. So, while
the debate continued, and
contrary to the intent of Par-
liament, the NPWS contin-
ued to subsidise the Corpo-
ration by providing free visi-
tor, fire and pest species
management services for the
catchment.
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The
cryptosporidium and giardia

rdton s repuldionn 1or pure
water, perhaps unnecessar-
ily, as no epidemic of belly
aches ever developed. The

management into the spot-
light and the subsequent

1998 outbreak of
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inquiry by Peter McClellan
QC led to the creation of the
Sydney Catchment Author-
ity (SCA).

McClellan’s final report
confirmed that the inner
catchments should become
national park. He also rec-
ommended that the NPWS
should be “adequately
resourced to manage Special
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crisis, the Colong Bulletin sug-
gested that the fault may be

SUUCLUIE ICIICWdlL, WILLL LU
much revenue being pro-
vided to government by the
SCA. Unfortunately, the

contimied on page 10

page 9



page 1) Colong Bulletin 193, July 2002



Colong Bulletin 193, July 2002 page 11



s meair wasana wasaaa LALLEL Lian AL ASULARA, LW WLAO WL LEIG LILDD UVLL PLIVALT ldliud Lo HEY LUINVVane!, Jullg

Colong Foundation nomi- wilderness is reassessed the identified area. All 2002.
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