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by Keith Muir

tember 2002, described wilderness as
“the jewel in the conservation
crown.” There were indeed several
magnificent  wilderness  jewels
installed in the northern NSW
reserve crown, including Levers
Plateau, and two small coastal areas,
and new large additions ~ including
a 35,000 ha extension to the Guy
Fawkes Wilderness. The jewels were
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cut to accommeodate the horse riders
and 4WDs, creating the usual flaws.

Wilderness Act, 1987 out of the 720,000

proposed for protection. This deci--

sion is, however, very asymmetrical
and requires a regional critique.

Northern NSW

In the north, national parks built
with a wilderness core still propel
the NPWS conservation manage-
ment vision. Of the 275,000 ha of
wilderness proposed for protection
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wildernecs a nratectinn nrooram is

Fund and interim protection of state
forest leaschold areas within infor-
mal reserves. While in the past 90 to

(Austra!ia’s future relies on )

healthy soil, air and water systems,
and wilderness provides their best
protection. It contains most of our
ancient farests that purify our air.
Its pristine catchments yield water
that does not require expensive
treatment. Wilderness is where we
find peace, solitude and an
opportunity for reflection away
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cally important role in maintaining  of bilby, feral cat, fox and dinge fore a problem. However, dingoes
ecological balance in Australia.” numbers. The site of the study,
Professor John Pettigrew first Davenport Downs in central continued on page 7

— ey mmmeeeaaar s g s s rewaar e e e



- . sam am -

continued from page 6

disappeared from one area, adja-
cent to a bore watering point,
probably due to the fact that they
were shot for the bounty. The area
was overrun with cats which
preyed on the bilbys. It was also
noted that the highest densities of
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where dingoes had been elimi-
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evidence that, where the dingoes
were eliminated, foxes and cats
proliferated and smaller species,
such as bilbys, were destroyed.
O’Neill writes that “For the last
200 years the dingo has been, and
probably still is, the most perse-
cuted animal in the history of Aus-
tralia. By 1863 there was scarcely a
dingo left south of the Mur-
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of a dingo’s head was 2 pounds. An
8000 km. fence has been erected to
contain them.”

O’Neill provides abundant evi-
dence that, when the dingo is elim-
inated, foxes and cats proliferate.
This was the case in the Riverina
and also in many arid areas. Bait-
ing, aerial or ground based, is the
main means of eliminating dingoes.
When the dingoes go there is an
upsurge in smaller native mam-
mals. Baiting, however, does not
eliminate foxes and cats. Foxes
avoid baits and cats prefer the fresh
prey that they kill. With the demise
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soon breed in large numbers or
infiltrate from adjoining areas and
destroy the native mammals. The
dingoes, like other Australian ani-
mals, adapted to the climatically
uncertain Australian environment,
increase slowly
and may never
return to the
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haps the main
reason why they
are now a pest in many areas.
O’Neill has presented a well sup-
ported case for the preservation of
the dingo. The main difficulty is
the fact that they have interbred
with feral or domestic dogs. This
has meant the fragmentation of
the dingo packs led by a dominant
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may return to the baited area from
adjoining areas, but not as a pack.
It is these disoriented remnants
which mate with domestic and
feral dogs. It is a mixture of dogs
and dingo half breeds which cause
stock losses. Can selective preser-
vation of pure bred, or near pure
bred dingoes be achieved? Is there
an alternative to baiting? There are
alternatives, though they would
prove expensive. One is to use
areas subject to dog depredation
for fattening of stock rather than
breeding. Another is to exclude
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~dogs by erection of electric fences.

For the last 200 years
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round dingo habitats and eliminate
the dogs within it (on the lines of
the Earth Sanctuaries reserves).
Perhaps the most practical measure
is to shoot the offending animals,
as O'Neill has done within the Sco-
tia Sanctuary.
There are many
difficulties to be
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away the poison
baits and concen-
trate on rehabilitating our environ-
ment as a whole, will our endangered
species have amny hope of survival.
The dingo has 4,000 years of experi-
ence in managing Australian land
systems and controlling the animals
that existed within them. I believe
that the dingo is our only chance for

[Note: The Colong Foundation for Wilder-
ness agrees with Mr O'Neil that dingoes
should not be baited within their core habi-
tat on public lands, but, to effectively control
hybridisation with feral dogs, the Founda-
tion does not rule out baiting around the
perimeter of national parks and state forests.
Such baiting can prevent entry of dogs into
these core areas; kill off rogue feral dog pop-
ulations; and prevent attacks on stock. Bait-
ing could also be considered as part of a
dingo recovery program to kill off feral dog
populations in core dingo habitat on public
lands to allow subseguent expansion of
dinge populations into these areas.]
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1998 1 did a

Murramarano

N November

walk alano
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me. It is where the forest meets the
coastline, forest meets beach. It is
as Cook would have seen it as he
came up the coast, there is a moun-
tain, a mountain range a bit fur-
ther back and the forest still
extends up and over it. Murrama-
rang is beautiful, and on an early
summer dav. a sparkling dav. a Sat-

sand and behind which is a coastal
lake, one of a series of coastal lakes
on that part of the coast.
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estuary, and the next day heli-
conterad down 1o the Victarian haor-

up the Tuross and the day after
right up the coast on a beautiful
clear day over Jervis Bay, the last
natural harbour on the east coast. It
was gloriously beautiful, there were
countless coastal lakes and, as I
said, right down to the Victorian
border, a coastal wilderness. There
are no roads and it is as wild as

land; agricultural zonings should
be protected along the coast... Sol
come to the vision of the coast after
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it is
hnild nin of nannlation of

a population of 50 million...
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farmland and the natural country-
side — under urban sprawl and
intensive city development.

We still have a lot of our natural
world left to save... I think a large
part of our future lies in tourism —
is based on the uniqueness of this
land. People will come here to have
the wonderful experience of walk-

special and ought to be conserved.
Our love of this place, our simple
patriotism, insists it be conserved.









