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arate areas and the institution of a -

boating system. Following the fatal
accident on December 2000 due to
the falling limb ol a paperbark, the
number of picnic and camp sites has
been reduced for safety reasons but
we are not told the extent of the
reduction, so it is not possible to
assess wether the Service has been
ultra conservative in endeavouring
to limit its legal liability.

The Colong Foundation and the
National Parks Association are both
strongly opposed to the inappropriate
use of off-road vehicles so it is very
disappointing that they are to be per-
mitted on almost half of the Parks
beaches. The Plan clearly states that
on conservation grounds access 1o
public beaches by 4 wheel drive vehi-
cles and trail bikes should not be
allowed but then acknowledges that
it is such a popular activity that is
should be permitted to a limited
extent. Stripping Royal National Park
of wildflowers was very popular pre-
WWII but it was stopped, so where is
the logic in this policy weakness?

At long last the road constructed
by the sand miners linking Mungo
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Myall Lakes National Park — a 44,000
ha coastal wonderland

finally closed to the general public.
This should limit the intrusion of off

- road vehicles 10 the sensitive north-

ern section of the Park.

A genuine praise-worthy attempt
has been made 1o prevent boat users
impacting adversely on the quality of
experience enjoyed by other visitors
and on the natural values of the
Park. In conjunction with the Water-
ways Authority of NSW, a boating
code of conduct has been developed
which seeks to separate paddle and
motorised watercraft by imposing
‘no go" areas on the latter.

Unfortunately anti-social hoons
are alive and well in our community,
so all these highly desirable regula-
itions and limitations are meaning-
less unless they are enforced by ade-
quate ranger patrols. Regrettably

. past experience does not inspire con-

fidence on this regard.

Overall, this Plan designed to
manage one of the most popular
coastal parks is a credible effort
despite the compromises. It may be
seen on the NPWS website at

THE AL LUNISEIVAEUUI LUUTICIIS UTYAINSINg @ CUnTerence on Aprii 29t ana suth to ~“explore
the interaction between the environment, economy and society”. Its aim is to “draw upon

orous debate about the future management and repair of our natural resources.” Topics will
include: Access vs property rights, Native Title vs indigenous relationships with the catch-

come. They should include the organisation represented and phone number and be sent to the
Conference Coordinator, Clare Smith, at the NCC, Level 5, 362 Kent St., Sydney 2000. Phone

9279 2499 or email csmith@nccnsw.org,au
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People should not be denied the
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“Overnight and day users leave a
halo of human waste around the
Hut. Faeces and toilet paper
buried in snow around the Hut
during winter are left on the
ground after snow melt.” Toilet
blocks are therefore a necessity,
placed where they will have the
least scenic impact. Composting
doesn’t work, therefore the alter-
native is pump out.

Heading the list of feral animals
are wild dogs (which of course
include dingoes). Baiting is the
only method of control. Some
75% of foxes are believed to have
been eliminated {probably an
equal proportion of dingoes also).
In December 2001, 135 goats
were shot and in winter and
autumn 90 pigs were shot. Only
thirteen of the 3000 horses in the
park were trapped and removed.
The acreage of weeds “treated”
was 1065 hectares.

A reference group of 20 made up
of “key stakeholder” groups was
established. Conservationists are

tion of natural values is only one
group. There is adequate access
to the park by many roads and ski
doubt means off road access for
4WDrivers and horse riders.
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