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said “National parks are not the
reason lor these fires. More
extreme  hazard-reduction in

fewer national parks is a ridiculous
proposition. These fires have
already burned vast areas of graz-
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worked in national parks and
other reserves confirm that staff
devote enormous attention to

which represents over 1,500 ecolo-
gists and land managers, pointed to
the Society’s position statement on

with high fire frequency and that
there are conflicts between differ-
ent land management objectives —

Areas with virtually no ground
fuels carried canopy fires.”

The Society’s media release
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A SCHEME for rationalising the
public lands around the Blue Moun-
tains townships has been developed
by government agencies and the
Blue Mountains City Council. The
project is in two stages, with the first
stage currently proposing 4,000 ha of

as well as 1,790 ha of regional parks.
Stage 2 involves other more compli-
cated parcels of public land that are
currently -divided between two or
more government agencies.

The national park additions
involve lands at Mount Irvine,
Mount Wilson, Bell, Blackheath,
Katoomba, and Leura, as well as the
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pot, above the Coxs River, is one of
the planned additions, as well as the
lands associated with many of the
classic nature walks, waterfalls and
lookouts of the Upper Blue Moun-
tains. Other additions of interest
include the Coachwood Reserve,
Double Echo Point and East Mega-
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Track passes, and Sassatras Gully
and Florabella Pass near Spring-
wood.

It is disappointing that several
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areas of Crown land were omitted,
such as Canyon Colliery, one of the
most scenic abandoned mines in the
world, and the Bonnie Doon lands at
the head of the Six Foot Track, which
was specifically acquired for addition
to regional open space in 1994,

Bath and the large block of land
associated with the partly rehabili-
tated South Katoomba Sewage
Treatment Plant are not part of this
project but should be earmarked for
later addition to the national park by
rezoning the lands as a future
national park addition.
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Much ol the vacant and reserved
Crown land in the Mountains has
been subject to Aboriginal Land
Claim and we understand that about
90 per cent of these claims will be
granted to various Aboriginal Land
Councils. Hundreds of hectares of
land on the Blackheath Plateau are
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bean Pool at Glenbrook, and other
land containing upland swamps,
Blue Gums and rainforests have also
been claimed. These areas are nearly
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all zoned for environmental protec-
tion and should never be developed,
but the pressure of paying council
rates will no doubt attract calls from
the Land Councils to rezone at least
some of the land for development.
There is also a risk that there will be

these lands between the local com-
munity and conservationists on the
one side, and Aboriginal communi-
ties on the other.

There are several ways to resolve
this problem, including voluntary
Government acquisition of the land
and rate relief. Voluntary acquisition
of the affected lands by the Govern-
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current zonings prevent develop-
ment, including clearing. Another
possible alternative is to trade devel-
opment privileges within the towns
for conservation of more sensitive
lands, but this solution may compro-
mise environmental outcomes.
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The land rationalisation also
includes some 460 ha of public land,
possibly for addition to the Yellow-
mundee Regional Park on the east-
ern escarpment overlookine rthe

agement plan. W
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