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environment. Here the facts are sim-  focussed on the forests and, in particu-
ple. Australia’s highest mountains are  lar, on the eucalypts which dominate continued on page 4
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A Special Purpose Lease over the
national park has been issued to the

and joint Aboriginal management is
being developed for the park.
Numerous bushfire inquiries, initi-
ated following the 2002-03 fires in
the Australian Alps and the destruc-

tion of more than 470 homes, will no
And a
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major post-bushiire review o1 public
recreation, could gm: the h1gh
impact recreation lobby an opportu-
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Collecnvely these rewew processes

management being developed for
this marvellous wilderness park.

In October 2002 Environment
ACT prepared a discussion paper on
the park’s values, omitting to men-
tion the 31,800 ha Bimberi wilder-
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separate paper full ot misstatements
wilderness is a flawed concept, not
supported by the community. Such
remarks are at odds with numerous
public opinion surveys showing
strong community support for
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Southern Wilderness assessment

per cent of submissions that sup-
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will be either removed or redefined
(the word ‘wilderness’ is placed

stringent requirements of political
correctness). The redefinition option
is a non-option reliant on the 1998
Malimup Communique - a state-
ment on wilderness by the rightful
Indigenous communities.  This
wildarnese Communiane acknowl-

eages NUNUNE (WILI IIe€dArils aud

access and built accommodation in
wilderness areas. The Communique

Abongmals and conservauomsls on
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trecasteau National Park owned by a
mineral sands mining company
(Cable Sands), which says a lot
about its credibility.

This apparent clash of Aboriginal
rights and wilderness ideals is

.
Mirtawrintii Natianal Park near Rra-

Ken Hill, 1s Moslly prorectea wiaer-

and Aboriginal ownership can be
compatible. Despite opposition by
Aboriginal management board
members to acrial shooting of
Mutawintji’s feral goats, Haydn
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National Park can be sorted out in a

ples for the sake of rightful Indige-
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The bushflres have opened a sec-
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(Bulletin 197, pp.6—8) outlined how
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and logging to get rid of the so-called
waste on the forest floor. There are
return to the days of the ‘Man from
Snowy River’, with alpine grazing
and associated burning. Such pro-
grams would cause massive soil ero-
sion, the elimination of old growth
and loss of the park’s famous fields
of wildflowers but. perhaps more
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(The World Today, 21 Jan 2003)
200,000 cattle and 17,000 sheep in

National Park didn’t prevent the
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inquiries could become a ‘hunt for
the guilty’ and find fault with the
nature conservation management of
national parks, requiring bushland
incendiarism as a solution to the
problem of residents not taking ade-

The third frant of nalitical issnes

Iaclng l\lamaugl darlses  IIoImn  dn
non-urban areas of the ACT affected
by bushfires. This broad land use
study encompasses the national park
and is likely to tie into the ACT Gov-

ernment’s commitment to provide
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tourism and access strategles 1n

consultation. The Recreation Strat-
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