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by Alex Colley Mr Jones from the Upper House. porters, who are a strong majority,
Although a free vote on his expul-  but by ORP supporters, who consti-
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nents. His letter described the impact of its commercial and recreational abusers. Some

extracts from his letter are given below.

IT HAS Dbeen a terribly frustrating experience 1o
watch the inexorable takeover of the Crackenback
Range and Thredbo River, in the heart of this great park,
by private commercial interests. In principle public
facilities should be sited at the edge of a park, at its
boundary. This principle is particularly appropriate to
overnight accommodation but Perisher, Thredbo and
Blue Cow are right in the park’s centre! Largely under
political pressure, NPWS has given way to commercial
and sectional interests which want to use the park more
or less regardless of the damage caused to the values
which the park was dedicated to preserve. Nowadays
budgets for roads and other works greatly exceed
expenditure on wildlife management and supervision of

The ski resort lobby is now pushing for access above 1800
metres. As climate change impacts on the ski resorts, the Main
Range wilderness will increasingly be at risk.
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The Kosciuszko
Amusement Park

the park outside the central development area.

Several years ago the long held principle that devel-
opments inside the park must be ‘park related” was
abandoned. The result is that anything which con-
tributes to the profitability of private investments can
now be approved, e.g. skating rinks, a sports academy,
supermarket, subdivisions and speculative housing,
even churches — some national park!

Growth of both Perisher and Thredbo has destroyed
the concepts on which they were supposed to be
founded. Perisher was supposed to consist of a number
of discrete buildings, more or less hidden among the
copses of the snowgums. By contrast Thredbo was sold
as a compact village on one side only of the river. Now
Perisher’s architects are trying to build up a suburban
centre and Thredbo sprawls along both sides of the
river.

Manv of the Koscinszko staff believe develobment of
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