
West Side Community Organization - Voices 
meeting notes 3-8-22 
 
West Siders present: Antonio Montez, Signe Hushagen, Jenny Lahner, Kristopher 
Lenkowski, Ann WhiteEagle-Ramsey, Marcy Navarro, Alicia Lucio, Marcus, Thony 
Thao, Dell, Fabio Espinosa, Sylvia Schwarz, Sue Letorneau, Becky Dale, Cintya 
Canales, Maria McNamara, Kathleen Ganley, Hokan Miller, Judith Foley, Leah Porter, 
Jen Crea, Laurel Gramm, Teresa Briones, Bob Craft, Christina Locke, and Sherilyn 
Young. WSCO staff: Ellie Leonardsmith, RaRa Navarro, Monica Bravo, Cintya Canales, 
Mayra,  
Genevieve Roudané. 
 
Guests: Maria Teresa Tula, Cintya’s grandma; Mandy and Nikki from FoxFace Studio; 
Michael Goodnature, Anne Carroll, and Mark McCabe from St. Paul Parks and Rec.; 
Vio, Branch Manger of the Riverview Library and Marika Staloch, from the St. Paul 
Public Libraries. 
 
The meeting opened with everyone sharing a book and a woman author that they are 
recommending. 
 
In honor and celebration of International Women’s Day, Maria Teresa Tula introduced 
herself and shared message of inspiration and respect about the strength of women, 
encouraging them to stay strong. Mrs. Tula, born in El Salvador, shared about her 
participation as a founder of CoMadres (comité de madres y parientes de presos, 
desaparacidos, y mártires políticos de El Salvador), the committee of the mothers and 
relatives of prisoners, the disappeared, and political martyrs in El Salvador. She stated 
women have the right to teach their children to respect women. She exhorted women 
not to stay quiet, but to speak out, to fight, and to move forward. She shared that we 
can all feel pride and satisfaction. 
 
Attendees broke out into small groups and shared 1) What are some examples of 
strong women leadership in your circles?, 2) how we can lift each other up, esp. 
women, and 3) ways to learn from other places and times. 
 
A spotlight was focused on FoxFace Studios, a woman-owned and run, small business 
on the West Side. Mandy and Nikki shared about their reasons for opening their 
business, their services, experiences within the community, and expansion to include 
non-traditional wellness offerings. foxface-studios.com 
 
Staff from St. Paul Parks and Rec Department introduced four concepts related to the 
reimagining and renovation of the West Side Ice Arena and asked for feedback about 
each. 1) Keep the ice and add a dry floor for both summer and winter activities. 2) 
Remove the ice sheet and program activities year-round. 3) Demolish the building and 
build a different one. 4) Demolish the building and create a green space for outdoor use. 
Attendees broke into smaller groups to review the plans in more detail and add their 
input on a jamboard, an engagement software provided to each group through Zoom. 



Staff directed participants to complete the online survey with personal or other feedback 
and to share it widely. Arena project website AND online survey: 
https://www.ramseycounty.us/residents/parks-recreation/planning-construction-
restoration/west-side-arena 
 
Staff from St. Paul Public Library shared that the Riverview Library, as well as two 
others in the city, are scheduled to undergo renovations which will include opportunities 
to reconfigure space to align with community desires and needs. There are several 
options on the table, based on how much money can be raised by the Foundation. The 
most basic option is replacing the old mechanicals, which need updating. They’re also 
looking for input on use of the outdoor space. Staff noted that the building is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places and therefore has strict guidelines as to how 
much it can be modified on the exterior. Staff directed participants to complete the 
online survey with your opinions and to share it widely. https://sppl.org/transforming-
libraries/ There will be a Riverview Library Transformation Listening Session on March 
15th, 5:30pm - 7:30pm.  
 
Announcements 

• Community Care meeting will be next Wednesday, March 16, at 6 pm. It is an 
open meeting and folks are asked to come with ideas to share. 

• Thursday, March 24, West Siders will meet with Councilmember Rebecca 
Noecker about rent stabilization at 5:30 pm. Calls to repeal St. Paul’s approved 
2021 rent stabilization ballot initiative have been circulating. To RSVP email 
Cintya cintyac@wsco.org 

• Saturday, March 26, at 4 pm will be a West Side rally for Housing and Rent 
Stabilization.	https://www.wsco.org/marchhjaction 

• West Side Earth Day will be celebrated April 23, from 9-noon at Parque Castillo. 
Ellie encouraged everyone to fill out and to recruit others to fill out the 
environmental survey. The goal is that 350 fill it out by March 31.  English survey: 
https://tinyurl.com/EJ-health, Spanish survey: https://tinyurl.com/salud-y-
medioambiental 

• For more information about a housing study being completed by the City of St. 
Paul, https://www.stpaul.gov/departments/planning-and-economic-
development/planning/current-activities/1-4-unit-housing-study 

 
 
February Voices meeting notes were reviewed and approved.  
 
 
 


