
May 2022 West Side Voices Notes
Tuesday, March 10th 6-8pm

West Siders and Guests:Roxanne Racocoa Aguilar, Sherilyn Young, Derek Johnson, Robert
Craft, Karen Reid, Ralph Brown, Bella Mendoza, Sue Letourneau, Christina Locke, Dan Conlan,
Laurel Gamm, Marcus Troy, Virginia McBride, Anna Ferris, Rosemary McBride, Myisha Holley,
Dell Paulsen, Victoria Safford, Deborah and Brian Madson, Daniel Hinojosa, Dulores Hinojosa,
Dominique Diaddigo-Cash, Baheih Hartshorn

WSCO Staff Present: Katrina Mendoza, Genevieve Roudané, Cintya Canales,Joshua Toor,
Mohammed Farah, Monica Bravo

Opening and WSCO Updates

The meeting opened with Genevie doing a sound check and reading off community agreements.

This was followed by Monica welcoming everyone.

Two new WSCO housing justice organizers, Mohammed Farah and Joshua Toor were
introduced by Katrina.

Baheih Hartshorn was honored for her previous and ongoing work with WSCO and was given
flowers, chocolates, and a card before her move at the end of May.

Update on Rent Stabilization

An update on Rent Stabilization was given by Cintya Canales:
● Rent Stabilization has gone into effect starting May 1, 2022
● Website for complaints and information
● Reach out to HJS for more information, questions, etc

200 Plato Development Presentation - Reuter Walton Development

Nick Walton and team from Reuter Walton Development gave their presentation asking for a
letter of support from WSCO on an apartment complex to be built at 200 Plato.

Presentation and Summary:
● Building would be 100% affordable.164 units with 90% at 60% AMI and 10% at 30%

AMI.
● Updated site plan (previous site plan was approved in Nov. 2020 meeting)

○ Building would be 6 stories tall as opposed to 7 stories
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○ One floor for parking as opposed to two
● Front of the building is meant to be appealing to the community with options for public art

and a pollinator garden.
● Amenities include a community room on top floor and space for BBQs.
● Building is designed to break up monotony and create views.

Community Discussion and Questions:

UNKNOWN asked what sorts of recreational spaces there would be, expressing interest in a
BBQ space and basketball court.

REUTER WALTON DEVELOPMENT (RWD) responded that there would be a community room
on top of the building and space for BBQs but noted there likely isn't space for a basketball
court.

MYISHA asked for clarification on what 100% affordable housing meant and how many units
there would be at 30% AMI.

RWD responded that all units in the building would be either 30% or 100% AMI on all 164 units.
Specifically there would be 19 units at 30% AMI.

BELLA asked what rent stability would look like for this development?

RWD responded that for the City of Saint Paul to give them the necessary bonds to build, they
have to commit to a 30 years minimum AMI based affordable rent.

BELLA asked how the building will look like it belongs on the West Side?

RWD responded that they will be coming back multiple times through the design and building
process to make sure West Siders had active input and feedback about the look of the building.

DAN asked if they were planning on partnering with a rideshare company and if they charge for
parking. 84 Water Street (owned by the same company) was built 7 stories high specifically to
make room for parking yet there are many cars parked on the streets around the building and
neighborhood. There was also concern about possibly lowering the building to not obstruct the
view.

RWD noted that they do charge for parking and that the allotted lots are full - but believed that
many of the extra cars on the streets were mostly guests. For the 200 Plato development, they
will have more parking stalls in the building and believed it would not cause more spillover.  As
for view obstruction, they had a site study done for 7 stories where it was determined the view
would not be obstructed so believed that 6 wouldnt obstruct the view.
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LAUREL asked how many units there will be and for clarification on what AMI means. Further
clarification was asked about what the units look like and how much they will cost.

RWD clarified that AMI refers to annual median income, which is set by the county. There will be
164 units with 90% at 60% AMI. Rent prices for the 60% AMI units will be $1200 - $1700 for 1
beds, 2 beds, and 3 beds. There are currently only 1 bed options available for 30% AMI, with a
monthly rent of $595. RWD followed up by saying that the more funds they are able to get from
Ramsey County, the more units they could have at that 30% AMI price point with hopes that
they can move into 2 bed and 3 bed options.

RALPH mentioned that normally a site like this would be snatched up by an at market developer
and asked how RWD was able to get the building rights.

RWD responded that they approached the developer and saw demand for affordable housing
on the West Side.

CHRISTINE asked if the project would be accessible for people with disabilities.

RWD responded that all new housing must comply with the ADA and mentioned that affordable
housing usually has more strict requirements.

BELLA asked about the availability of housing vouchers.

RWD responded that they are accepting tenant based housing vouchers and working with
organizations such as Michael’s Organization to have a more accessible housing application
process.

MONICA mentioned that the Governor has proposed funds for affordable housing builds and
inquired if there were plans to apply for those funds. She also mentioned other sources such as
MFHA, grants from the City of Saint Paul, and DEED.

RWD said that they were actively looking for more sources.

MARCUS asked if the developers had been in discussions with Metro Transit to service the
building. Either with an additional line or a van.

RWD mentioned that they believed a van would be able to service the building.

At this time, Monica asked those in attendance if they were ready to vote or if they had
stipulations and further questions.
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MYISHA asked if members could approve, but with the stipulation that RWD would continue to
look for funds. Believed that the building needs more than just 1 bedroom apartments at 30%
AMI. This was seconded by LAUREL.

BELLA made a motion to approve but to have continuing conversations on funding for the
building to be an ongoing conversation.

RWD worried that without full backing of WSCO, current requests for funding would not be
approved.

BAHIEH asked if WSCO could approve a letter of support but with the idea that any more
funding directly goes towards an increase in 30% AMI options in the building.

RWD was open to continuing to look for  further funding and any received going straight towards
increases in 30% AMI options.

Vote was called: MOTION PASSED

617 Stryker Development Update - NEDA

Karen with NEDA gave an update on the construction of 617 Stryker.

Updates included:

● 75% of units would be at 30% AMI with the rest at 60%.
● 15 section 8 vouchers would be accepted for units.
● Building will be 3 stories.
● Parking in the back of the building.
● There will be garden boxes and a public plaza.
● Chargers for electric cars and solar ready roofs.
● Karen is hoping to start construction in August and believes construction will last about a

year.
● She will keep the West Side community updated on progress.

Community Updates

LAUREL, owner of the Beautiful Laundrette
.

● Bubbles & Troubles legal clinics, where people can get legal advice from community
connector, Daphne Rios.

● Monthly ARTuesdays
● Free library and computer lab on the premises!
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MARCUS

● Looking to give tours of the Ramsey County courthouse and law library to make people
feel more comfortable and knowledgeable about the court process and law.

● Open to going to court with people to support.

SHERILYN

● ICE Out Ramsey County June 5 - June 16
● Front line worker pay has passed and anyone who's worked in that capacity since June

2021 can apply.

GENEVIEVE

● Trans And Queer Community Gatherings are last Saturday of every month.
● Community Care will be having a NARCAN training Tuesday, May 24th 6-7pm

Tree Trust Planting Demonstration

Tree Trust did a planting demonstration for the trees in an adjacent yard.

Meeting was adjourned
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