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Access to reproductive health services in the United States could be further limited by the U.S. 
Supreme Court if the leaked draft Supreme Court decision that overturns Roe v. Wade becomes 
the final Court opinion. 

West Virginians for Affordable Health Care advocates for comprehensive, quality, affordable 
health care for every person in our country.  Comprehensive health care encompasses 
reproductive health services and includes access to a safe, affordable abortion for all women. 

Every woman has the right to decide if she wants to continue or end a pregnancy based on her 
personal circumstances, and to control her own body and her future. The leaked draft Supreme 
Court decision takes away that fundamental right. 

Although the United States spends more on healthcare than any other country in the world, 
more than two women die during childbirth every day, making maternal mortality in the United 
States the highest when compared to developed countries. In addition to death, another 50,000 
women each year have unexpected outcomes of labor and delivery with serious short- or long-
term health consequences. Pregnancy is, in fact, more dangerous than abortion. 

Experts estimate that pregnancy-related deaths among women of all races and ethnicities could 
rise 21 percent or more in states where abortion may soon become illegal or seriously limited. 
Black women would experience an even greater increase in deaths. Nationwide, Black women 
are three times more likely to die from a pregnancy-related cause than White women. Denying 
all wanted induced abortions would increase pregnancy-related deaths substantially, even if the 
rate of unsafe abortions did not increase. 

The Supreme Court ruling would disproportionately impact women who already face significant 
barriers to accessing reproductive health services, including women of color, low-income 
individuals, and those who live in rural areas. 

West Virginians for Affordable Health Care calls on our nation and West Virginia to guarantee 
access to abortion and all reproductive health services.  

Further, we call on our nation and West Virginia to address gaps in maternal support policies 
including paid family leave, pay equity for women, and affordable child care.  Every woman who 
chooses to give birth should have free or affordable prenatal care and at least one year of 
comprehensive health care post-partum. 
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