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SB 10 would eliminate the authority of West Virginia state colleges and universities to restrict concealed 
weapons in most areas on campuses and would allow licensed employees and students to carry 
concealed weapons It has passed the Senate and is poised to pass the House in the 2023 legislative 
session. 

West Virginians for Affordable Health Care, as a voice for consumers in public health debates, and as a 
voice for positive health economic policy, strongly opposes SB 10.  We urge Governor Justice to veto this 
bill if passed by the House this week.  

We thank Senator Mike Maroney (R-Marshall), Chairman of the Senate Health and Human Resources 
Committee, for raising his voice in opposition to this bill and voting no. Unfortunately, all other Senate 
Republicans voted to support this public health threat. 

First, SB 10 will increase the cost of additional campus security and the cost of screening of those who 
carry guns. These increased costs will take needed funds away from increasing health services for 
students, including needed mental health services. 

Second, SB 10 will elevate the risk of gun violence on campuses. The presence of loaded, concealed 
handguns will only increase the chances of firearm suicide, violence, and accidents.   

• The widespread use of alcohol and other drugs on college campuses would compound the
potential danger of gun carriers to potential victims and unwitting bystanders.

• Sadly, alcohol use is widespread on campus. According to a national survey, almost 53 percent
of full-time college students ages 18 to 22 drank alcohol in the past month and about
33 percent engaged in binge drinking during that same time frame. Students who carried guns
on campus were also more likely to report drinking heavily and more frequently, drinking and
driving, and vandalizing property. Alcohol use is associated with increased aggression, impaired
judgment about whether to shoot a gun, and worsened aim when firing.

• Mental illness also is a significant problem among college students. In another national survey,
three out of five college students reported “overwhelming anxiety” in the past year, and two
out of five “felt so depressed that it was difficult to function.”

• Suicide is a real concern on campuses. Suicide is currently the second leading cause of death for
college students. The rate of suicide in West Virginia is higher than the national average for
teens aged 15-19 (11 per 100,000 WV and 10.4 per 100,000 US).

• Guns on campus will increase the threat of tragic sexual assault and domestic violence on
campus.  One in five women will be sexually assaulted while in college and 32% of female
students report having been abused by a dating partner. Countless studies affirm that the vast
majority of campus rapes are perpetrated by the victim’s partner, friend, or close acquaintance.
The presence of a gun in a case of domestic violence makes it five times more likely that the
victim will be murdered, regardless of who owns the gun. Guns are the most common weapon
used in the murders of intimate partners and students who carry weapons on campus are more
likely to be perpetrators of physical and sexual violence at college than those who do not.



Third, the presidents of West Virginia University and Marshall University — the state's largest 
institutions of higher education — wrote a letter to lawmakers opposing the bill and stating that 
decisions about whether guns should be allowed on campus should be up to the institutions' board of 
governors. The presidents of West Virginia State University, Concord University and Shepherd University 
said they "strongly support the second amendment and the right for law abiding citizens to own 
firearms, but have serious reservations about the significant public safety challenges and financial 
burdens" that the bill would introduce. 

Fourth, this bill is not a matter of upholding the Second Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. It is clear 
from an examination of our Founding Fathers original intent that the Second Amendment is not violated 
by a ban on weapons on college and university campuses. In fact, in 1819 Thomas Jefferson support a 
gun ban at the University of Virginia only 33 years after the drafting of the Constitution.  Commonsense 
prevailed then and it should now. 
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