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Assemblymember Lee,  
 
I write to you today in my individual capacity as a Commissioner on the U.S. Federal Election 
Commission in support of the Stop Foreign Influence in California Elections Act (AB 1819), 
which would prohibit spending in &DOLIRUQLD¶V�elections by foreign-influenced corporations. And 
I thank you, Assemblymember Kalra, and Senator Wieckowski for taking the lead on such an 
important topic.  
 
If enacted, AB 1819 would help ensure WKDW�&DOLIRUQLD¶V�HOHFWLRQV�EHORQJ�WR�&DOLIRUQLD¶V�YRWHUV. 
Along with the GLUHFW�LPSDFW�WKLV�ELOO�ZRXOG�KDYH�RQ�&DOLIRUQLD¶V�HOHFWLRQV��its passage would 
serve as a shining example for lawmakers throughout the United States ± including, hopefully, in 
Congress ± to follow.  
 
The bold blow AB 1819 seeks to strike fits comfortably within existing federal statutory law and 
Supreme Court precedent. It is fully in keeping with &LWL]HQV�8QLWHG¶V prescription for greater 
WUDQVSDUHQF\�LQ�SROLWLFDO�VSHQGLQJ��DV�WKH�6XSUHPH�&RXUW�ZURWH��³>'@LVFORVXUH�SHUPLWV�FLWL]HQV�
and shareholders to react to the speech of corporate entities in a proper way. This transparency 
enables the electorate to make informed decisions and give proper weight to different speakers 
DQG�PHVVDJHV�´ 

AB 1819 is consistent with an approach I laid out in an op-ed for The New York Times (attached) 
that described a new way to read the Citizens United decision together with the foreign-national 
political-spending ban.  

In a nutshell, I noted that since the Citizens United majority protected the First Amendment 
righWV�RI�FRUSRUDWLRQV�DV�³DVVRFLDWLRQV�RI�FLWL]HQV�´�DQG�KHOG�WKDW�D�FRUSRUDWLRQ¶V�ULJKW�WR 
participate in elections flows from the collected rights of its individual shareholders to 
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participate, it follows that the limits RQ�WKH�ULJKWV�RI�D�FRUSRUDWLRQ¶V�VKDreholders must also flow 
to the corporation.  

And one of the most important campaign-finance limits we have is that foreign nationals are 
absolutely barred from spending directly or indirectly in U.S. elections at any political level ± 
federal, state, county, or city. It thus defies logic to allow groups of foreign nationals, or foreign 
nationals in combination with American citizens, to fund political spending through 
corporations. One cannot have a right collectively that one does not have individually.  

Accordingly, AB 1819 seeks to ensure that only those corporations owned and influenced by 
people who have the right to participate in &DOLIRUQLD¶V�elections are doing so.  

The risks addressed by AB 1819 are not theoretical. The two largest Federal Election 
Commission penalties in the post-Citizens United era (and, overall, the third- and fourth-largest 
penalties LQ�WKH�DJHQF\¶V�KLVWRU\��involved foreign investors illegally exerting influence through 
the business entities they controlled.  

In 2019, the Commission found that the foreign owners of APIC, a San Francisco-based 
subsidiary of a foreign corporation, had illegally routed $1.3 million through the company to a 
super PAC, which resulted in $940,000 in penalties. Just this month, the Commission negotiated 
a $975,000 penalty in a matter where the billionaire Canadian owner of Zekelman Industries, 
Inc. illegally helped steer $1.75 million in contributions to a super PAC. Had the corporate 
officers of the companies involved in the contributions been required to sign, under penalty of 
perjury, the statements of certification required by AB 1819, the illegal behavior may well have 
been deterred. 

Please do not hesitate to get in touch with me if I may be of any further assistance. I am available 
at commissionerweintraub@fec.gov and (202) 694-1035.  

 
      Sincerely,  

 
 

 
Ellen L. Weintraub 
Commissioner, Federal Election Commission 
 
 
 

Attachment: ³7DNLQJ�2Q�&LWL]HQV�8QLWHG´��March 30, 2016), NY TIMES, http://nyti.ms/230BOgq 

https://www.fec.gov/data/legal/matter-under-review/7122/
https://int.nyt.com/data/documenttools/2022-04-08-zekelman-violation-closing-letter-mur-7613-closing-letter-to-complainant/036f191884fba43e/full.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/08/us/politics/trump-super-pac-illegal-donations.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/08/us/politics/trump-super-pac-illegal-donations.html
http://nyti.ms/230BOgq

