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The committee for young people in conflict with law is comprised of First Nations organisations, 
regional services providers and NGOs across NSW who work with young people in conflict with the 
law. 

Co-Chair and organiser: Youth Action NSW 

Co-Chair: Miyay Birray Youth Services 

Meeting held on 27 October, 2021 

Update from the Sector 

• Margaret Mulcahy - Director, Educational Leadership, Connected Communities, NSW 
Department of Education, updated the group on the work of Connected Communities and 
the aim of the program to keep First Nations students in school. 

• Schools find it hard to support student’s reintegration within their community. Some schools 
are asking local NGOs to provide that support. Services would like to be able to do this 
work however sometimes struggle due to limited funding. 

• Lack of safe and secure housing is still a major factor contributing to young people’s 
increased interactions with the justice system, particularly for those under 16.  

• Reports of young people being denied access to services and some Children’s Courts due 
to the double vaccination mandate. Young people feel at a disadvantage because they 
have not had as long as the rest of the population to access the vaccines so many have 
only received their first dose. 

• Some young people are having difficulty showing proof of vaccination due to not having 
phones, a MyGov or Medicare account, or not having access to a computer and printer to 
print a hardcopy certificate. 

• In some areas young people have been able to work of their fines by getting vaccinated. 
This is an arrangement between Revenue NSW, approved WDO providers, and NSW 
Health. The group is interested in whether this could made more widely available and 
whether it could be applied retrospectively for young people who have fines and have 
already been vaccinated. Youth Action is seeking a meeting with Revenue NSW to discuss 
strategies to address the issue of young people and Public Health Order fines. 

• Caseworkers spoke about the challenge that they face with service delivery restrictions to 
working with unvaccinated young people to comply with the Public Health Orders. This has 
prevented them from being able to take young people to get vaccinated. Youth Action will 
discuss options with NSW Health for outreach vaccination services for youth centres. 

• Organisations are finding the Public Health Orders and rules about service delivery to 
unvaccinated people confusing as it is difficult to determine what support they can or cannot 
provide to the young people with whom they work. 

• Discussion about the importance of continuing to campaign about throughcare work, some 
commented there has been less focus on this more recently. It was noted throughcare is a 
priority in ALS’s Closing the Gap Priority Justice Initiatives.   

Young people in conflict with the law:  
Better Throughcare 
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Young people in conflict with the law: Better Throughcare 

• CEO of Youth Action, Kate Munro, has discussed throughcare issues with the Acting 
President for Children’s Court NSW, Magistrate Ellen Skinner and upcoming meeting with 
Youth Justice Executive Team. Both are keen to work with the Steering Committee to 
identify ways to collaborate to improve outcomes for young people in the justice system. 

• The group confirmed their interest in being part of a roundtable with government 
representatives. Youth Action will follow up this action. 

• Confirmed the collective definition of throughcare for the campaign and goals of the 
campaign:  

Youth Action's Youth Justice Throughcare Campaign uses a broad understanding of the 
word throughcare to refer to the supports and services young people need prior to, during, 
and following contact with the law and justice systems. The intention of this focus is to 
draw attention to the important work undertaken by services working with young people in 
supporting them to reduce their interactions with the law and justice systems. Additionally, 
we want to incorporate the voices of young people with lived expertise of the youth justice 
system to inform policy decisions that address the breadth of their experiences from early 
intervention through to community reintegration post custody.  

The Campaign goal is to bring these diverse stakeholders together to determine advocacy 
and public campaigning solutions for increasing knowledge and funding for the issue of 
through-care for young people in conflict with the law.  The Campaign will look to employ 
social marketing techniques as well as a strong focus on getting the voice of young people 
and First Nations people to be central to the solutions of the campaign.  First steps will 
involve a series of workshops with the Sector on the following: education, information 
sharing, programs in community, detention centres and reintegration programs.  

 


